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COPY or the I \>Riir-'ip<)Mir-NCi Mrhr .l\rLR Au Kuan and the 

Court of DiuncioRh, and bt-lwcn tin Mine and tlio PivMdenl of lln- 

Board of Coni not, respi'ctinjjf tho Ibojinty of the late NAA\An of Surat. 

• • ' ' 

• ' 1 

--- . .. ‘ ‘ V • 'j 

is * * ** 

j J ' 

Cornspoiidenco with th<* Courl of l)irectoi>.t,^’y , ' 


To Sii ,/unify C. Milrifl, k.f .n., Seentau (o tiio 1 lononialdo (In* ('i>url of , , 

Diu-ctors of (In* Kas( rn.lia Cu,ni>a.n. ' Xhr' 

i^jj, . (’ouu <l^DIlec^«rs. 

I nrQursi jou will do nu* (In* (.iMini (o Jiiy bcloic (lie Iloiionraldi* (in 
Conyf of Director- thii L(tir, wlin'i I In'o now (In liononi of addie-sinj; 
to you. 

lu a letter n eei\e(l Ii^ nn I)\ (In last mail lioni India, 1 am <>iveutonnoei'- 
**(and that tin |)ii\ar( i ^tati oi tin late Nawal* now nudi i siqiustration, is about 
to 1)1' diMib d amoii}>st llie jrailiis deiland )»v the iaie nttent. Mr. I’leu', to be 
ontitkd to sbui* (henin, and that tin* (loviinnnnt o( llonih.iy h about to isvoe 
orders to <.m\ out Air. Tute’-di iision without w.iitin!* to hnovA the 'esnlt of 
au ,i|)])(at wineh f am c#iont to maki to tin* lliilish PaibannnI. 

Before havina, Bombay for Biielaml in Is'i.t, 1 iiijeatiill} M»lieited liie iiitho. 
ritits in Surat and Bonibaj.liy h tti i-, that no dntiilmtion nnnht be niadc of Ids 
late K\(ill’iny’s e-ta1i aim no-t tin jursoim d'daied entithd tluntj li) the 
Ilononrabh tlie (loiciiior in t'ouiuil until rln le-ult ol my a|(])i «j 1 to tl e audio 
rities in Kiielaml should In known; and t liirthei bc‘';};ed tii.it, in tin lAiiit ot 
blieli di'.tiibntioii 1)1 iije e.i.ried out, (In (ioicimnent, in (ii-iuetonn dani'hters 
and nl^s^ ||, vv.iiild t.iki .eentiiy from the padns, lo whom one-hatf ol his late 
Kxei Ih'in y's e-tan w.is alxnii to hi m.nh o\i i, to i etnnd w hat tlie^ niij'ht reeuiVf, 
ill the I M 111 ot my siieeecdiu|^ in m ttui!> sueli deeisioii reM i-ed. 

And I turllier point! d out (hat the Bneksln e Alei r JMnnoiodeon and P.idshah 
Bifinm, weie eoiisiderably and hop(h"ly ieviiKid in deb', ,ind thatwh n. vm was 
made o\er to them would he di'-sipati I, or sti/id by thiii ertditors Ion{> before 
my ajipial (onid be drspostd of. 

Oil my ariiv.d in this eonutry, .nid bavin.; .i-(t rtaiin d (hit the Honourable 
Couit of Diroilors, eithei from v.inr of will orpowir weie iiidisposi <l to int< r- 
fero in the dei i-ioii of (he (loMinmiut of Ih.inhiv; ind haiini; beiii adtised 
by Her M.ijebtjV Suln ifov aem lal and olini iiiniKiit law}i r. in tliis eonutry, 
tlmt Mr. Fure’s decision was uromon-, and oiu'.ht not to he 'Aihmitlul to, aiit! 

^ that my eouise was lo ajipi al to tin* .finhr i il t 'oinmittee of Hir Maje-ty’s Prity 
ConiiciJ, 1 applied to that trihnnal loi le.i'i to ajipeal ,^ 4 nd on the .3(1111 .Juno 
ln6 I, afler lieaiing the au',nnu lit ol my erain 1 1, 1 ler M.lje'-fy s judo. - delivered 
their judgniont, that, us meiiilnis of the .Jtuli id ('oininitlei of Her Ahijesty’s 
Privy (hnimil, and in tin owhiuiy < \iieis ol thiir fuiietums, they had no jnris- 
dietioii, Imt inlimated that an apiilieatioii to P.iiii.inn iil and the (hnwu was open 
to mo, and that, if on an appla .itum to the t'lovvn, this ease slumbl be n lerred to 
tbem for review, then; Lordsliij)- vvonld le.idih do tbeir duly in hearing it. 

Again, on jiernsiug the long and olahoiate judgme^ delivered by the .Jiuheial 
Commiit<‘( of Her Majeaty’a Privy ('ouncil, I felt strengtheuod in the ytmviction 
tliat injubtice had been done to me, and that 1 ought not to submit to Mr. Frere’s 
'judgment until 1 hud npiiedetf to the Crovvu and (if necessary) to the British 
Pailiament, 

Accordingly, on the loth of July‘in the same year, J sent in a pt^tion to the 
Crow through the Board of Control, with a letter, showing why! should be 
uHowed* to appeal to Her Majesty's Privy Ctuncih Copies of that petition and 
3t-Sess. a, A a the 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON THE PROPERTY OF 

^ ’ letter arc already before the Honourable Court. On the 26th August I 

Court of Dbectojs. J^^eived an answer, that niy case could not be referred to Her Majesty’s Privy 
— Council. It was then too late for any reference to Parliament, and therefore 
I was obliged to remain passive until the meeting of the ensuing Session of 
1855. 

Having, however, always felt the greatest reluctance to take any step which 
might be considered hostile towards Government, I did not wish at once to 
appeal to Parliament if the necessity for doing so could bo obviated, and hence 
it was that (although fully convinced of the justice of my claim to the fullest 
extent of my claim to the annuity) I consented to the compromise which was 
proposed in that behalf by Sir Erskir^e Perry, assented to by the late President 
of the Hoard of Control, and affirmed by the Honourable Chairman of tlie Court 
of Directors. Tlie history and cii’cumstanecs of iliat compromise arc well known 
to tlie Honourable Court, and I need not here recapitulate them. 

1 was so sanguine and confident, from the repeated assurances of the present 
President of the Hoard of (Jnntrol ai^d the Chairman of the Honourable Court, 
that tli<! com promise recommended by Sir Erskiuc Perry, iind’assented to by 
them, Would l>e carried out, that it was with the greatest regfct as vvell as 
astoidshtnent that I learnt from your letter of the 29th June last, “ that the 
Ccrirt could not comply widi the request contained in my ineiricrial of the 
' 3()lli April last. All points relating to the stipend of the late Nawab having 
been already fully considered and finally dispostd of.” 

It is jierfectly known to yourself and the Honourable Court that die mcm irial 
thus replied to was sent in by mo umlor an assurance that the prayer of it (which 
in fact einliodied the Kirms of the compromise to which I have adverted) should 
be granted ; and I may add, that tlie circumstances under which tlie conipromise 
was [iroposed, wore such as 1 should have siqiposed would have leudered it as 
much a point of personal honour as of public faith that the stipulation contaiucij 
in it should, on the Court’s and the President’s part, be duly carried into 
efl’ect. « 

After ilie repudiation of the pledge thus given, nothing was left i'or me but 
to appeal to the Hritisli Parliament. Accordingly, on the 17tli July last, 
(Sir F. Kelly, in consequence of a notice which lie had given in tlie House of 
Coniinon.s, was to have brought in a Bill for the amendnient of the Act 18, 
of 184b, of the Legislative Council of India; and Sir Erskiiie Perry has also 
given notice that early next Session he will move for a Select Committee to 
inquire into the conduct of Govermneut towards the descendants of the late 
Naw’ab of Surat. Sir IL Kelly's motion was postponed on the 17tli of July on 
account of there not being a suffieieiit number of Members present lUi that day 
to form a Hoi F t ho jicrsevcres in his intention to bring in his Hill in the 
ni'xt Session fa- die above-mentioned purpose. 

I therefore resiicctfully request that the Honourable the Court of Directors 
wall issue instructions to the Government of Bombay not to dispose of tlie pro¬ 
perty of the late Nawah until the decision of Parliament shall be known. 1 fully 
trust that tin’s afiplicalion will not be denied me, as hitherto I have been assured 
by the former Cliairniau of tlie Court, tliat no distribution would take place until 
the case should be finally disposed of in this country; and I humbly trust that 
the Honourable .Court will not inflict more injury on me and my family by 
refusing ibis application, as such refusal would render any decision of Parliament 
in my favour practically null and void. 

I have, &c. 

24, Maida Hill West, (signed) Jafecr Ake. 

25 August 1855. 


To Mecr Jatfer Alee Khan, 24, Maida-liill West. 

Sir, East India ilouse, 20 Septcmlier 1855. 

I HAVE laid before the Court of Directors your letter, dated the 25th ultimo, 
requesting that the Court will instruct the Government of Bombay not to exe¬ 
cute liH* aWard of Mr. Frere respecting the rights of inheritance in the private 

estate" 
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estate of the late Nawaub of Sumt, until the result of certjiin intended auplica* 
tions to Parliament shall have been ascertained ; and, in reply, I am directed to 
inform you, that the Court decline to interfere in the matter. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) D. Dinkinson, 

Deputy Secretary. 


To the Honourable Chairman of tin* Court of Dlnjctors of the Honourable 
■ East India Cdiupauy. 

Honourable Sir, 

j^’*’^®hlent of the Board of Control stated, on Friday evening last, in the 
House of Commons, that he trusted I would again address myself with respect to 
the dlaims ol njy’self and my daughters t<i the Executive Covr'rninent of India, 
as they were dhfposed to meet tbos(»claims with the utmost liberality. 

‘ 2 . 1 Iiave always been desirous that the ease of my daughters and of myself 
should be s^'ttled in the manner suggested hy the' Right houourahic Presielout, 
both from the dfsire to stand well in the eyes of tlie Coverument under which 
my family and myself must necessarily jjasa oiir lives, anel from a sense of the 
euoiyious difjieulties which oj)j)res» a natiee of India like myself in prosecuting 
claim, however well founded in justice, against all the powers of GoveruJiicut. 

3. As iiisfaiices of what I stiy, I may he pcrinitt«d*to remind the Court, that 
I w illiiiglv assimterl to th <5 proposition made, by Sir Erskiiie l*erry to the late 
President of the Board of Control, and agreed toby the latter, to surreinlor half 
tlie claims of my family for a grant in fee of the remainder, and on the (.ihairman 
of the Ciourl of iJirca-.tors inviting me, in writing, to send iir an a|jplieation to 
that eiieet, which he ami the Prcsideni. would sanction, 1 immediately did so; 
but the compromis(! was rejeete<l by the Court of Directors. 

4. So, again, in the ])rcSL’nt year, after the unauimous decision hy the Com- 
miltt-'c of tiie House of ('oimuons in favour of the construction which ( and all 
the legal uutlioiilies I liad consulted always placed on the treaty'- of lt<oo, I 
showt^d 110 disposition whatever to pursue niy iriuiupli over the Honoiirable 
Court, )jut yielded at once to the oilers of eomju-omise again held out hy the 
President of the Bo-ard of Control; ami although I felt strong misgivings that, in 
acceding to the terms which the President and tin; Chiurman of the Court agreed 
to as the basis of an arraiigemeiit, 1 was not sullieieiilly insisting on the clear 
legal timl ecjuitable rights of my (laughters, 1 gave my a.ss(:ut for the reasons 
■which 1 have alleged in paragraph 2. 

5 . But that compromise, although brought forward under the higli authority 
of the President of the Board of Control, and the Cliuirman and tin? Deputy 
Chairman of the Honourable Court, was also rejected. 

t). Under these circ.umstancts I would respectfully submit, that as llic Court 
of Directors evidently take so strong a view of the invalidity of my claims, and 
as I, of course, after the calm and judicial investigation of a.trjbunal ecnnpcjscd 
of four of Her Majesty’s counsel, and presided over by an eminent statesman, 
whose previous bias was necessarily in favour of Ooverinpent, must be more con¬ 
firmed than ever in the coiivietiori of what my daughters are eutitled to in law 
and justice,—1 say, I would submit, that the only satisfactory solution which (-an 
now be arrived at, would 'he by a- reference of the whole matter to the .ludieial 
Committee of Her Majesty’s Privy; Council. 

7. I need not enforce upon the jllonourahlc Court, that if the true meaning of 
the treaty of 1800 be, us lias btj-en declared by 4lie Select Committee ol the 
House of Commons, there can be\ no claimants to the stipend secunxl by it but 
the immed'alc family of the late iN’awab, that is to say, his two granddaughters 
and widow ; for although a'claim 'has been set ap for a share on behali ol the 
Bukshec and bis cousin, the Honoibrable Court will reineinber, that in reply to 
a similar suggestion which was math? hy Mr. W illoiighby, at Bombay, in 1840, 
the Court of Directors expressed tltenisclvcs as follows, iu their piiblic desjiateh 
of iri March 1848 / 

31—SesB. 2. • ) A3 •* jou 
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CorretpondvRcc “You have reconuncudeil that a pension of 12,000 rupees per annum be 
granted to the Bukshee, in consideration of his indigence and connexion with 

*^®‘"**’_the family of I lie late Nawab. The Bukshee branch of the famiiy possesses a 

separate provision of 24,000 rupees per annum from Government; having neither 
been eiitillccl to nor received any support or pecuiilary assistance from the 
Nawivb, lie has no claim, afier the Nawab's death, to anything beyond the share 
of the private property to which he may be entitled by law.” 

8. .'\nd it is quite clear that the two jionsious of 15,000a year and 2,400/. 
a year, wliifli were granted in 1800 to the Nawab and the Bukshee, and their 
respective faniilies, were intended for those families only; and 1 am informed 
that in no one case has the Governm(!nt of India ever granted such stipends to 
the heirs general, that is to say, to ‘the r<-mote collateral relatives of any 
giaiitee. 

f». Nevertheless, as tliis claim has been raised in England, and fusthejlill 
which I procured to be brought into Parliament reserved the right of any «uch 
heirs to assert their claim in a court of jusijce, I fully admit die propriety of 
allowing the Rnkshee and his cousin the righj, of ap()eariijg and being heilrd by 
counsel, on any reference to the Privy Council. 

10. I also need not enlarge to your Honourable Court on the propriety of my 
being allowed to queslion, Ijefore the Privy Council, the merits of the decision by 
tlu- Bombay Government on tin* private property of tlie late Nawab. That 
decision inrued upon many disputed aud involved questions of fact^, and oii' the 
due apjdication of arioiis jtriueiples of law. It is obvious, that such questions 
could only be jivoperly diseussed and decided by tlio patient and soarediing 
invosiigution which Tal<e> place in a court of justice, where both parties are heard 
by tlair professiiuial iidvisers. I am now given to understand that your 
lioneiirable Court has always been of opinion, and Sir .lames Weir Hogg stated 
puhlicly ill the House of Gornmons, that this part of the ease ought to he referred 
to th' Privy Council, and although the fallacy has been started, that the 
15nk>(!eo anil his cousin have got a vested- right in the decision of the Bombay 
Coverninent, under Ael 18 of 1848, your Honourable Court knows well that 
this is a eonqiifle error, and arises from a want of knowledge of the constitution 
of Indian Governiuenl, since, no Act of a subordinate Govenunenl, nor even of 
the Supreme Govennnent of India, ^•anl be made iuiU'jiomlent of the e.voeutivc 
eontrol of tlie .'jutliorities in England. The Bombtiy (iovernmerit, indeed, has 
acknowledged this tJ.’oSf e'.xpre.s.sly in the present case, for although they arrived 
at a (htiision against my claims three years ago, they iiave forborne to carry it 
into exeeut!'”! until I Inid jVi;oseeiited my tqipeal to the authorities in England. 

11.1 vvili merely add, in reieiltp.ee to tin’s sul'ject, the words of Lord Jmstice 
Knight Bruce, in delivering tlu; judgment of the Privy Council in my case, aud 
whie.li is a solemn decision that tin; Lorti^tef the Privy Council Inm- jurisdietioii 
to entertain my ajipcal, if Her MajestAf'hall lie advisiid by the Excentire 
Governnieiii of 'India to refer it to their lUrdsliips “ The petitioner, there¬ 
fore, will take sucli course as la- may he adi^'tl with reference to an aiiplieatioii 
1.1 the Crown, through the Board of Control ’^y I><>ssil»ility, in coii- 

se(|uence of sueli application, if made, the m^Ber may come here again, and 
their Lmdsliips jvill readily do their duty in hea'”“g B*” • 

12. Snell appeal J. have made successively to*' your Honourable Court, to the 
Board of Control, to the'Privy Council, to I^cr Most Gracious Majesty, and, 
lastly, to Parliament, all hitherto in vain, although assured at every step ul the 
proceedings that niy claims are unauswerahle; find iwtw, as tfie highest authori¬ 
ties in I'arliament, who have succe.ssfully oppo»‘8-'tJ obtaining redress in Par¬ 
liament, have intimated that the Judicial Com.mittcc of the Privy Council is the 
lit trilmnal to hear such a ease as mine, I tlf' most earnestly supplicate the 
llononrahle Court to assist nn.-, as one of their subjects and a stranger, to obtain 
a judicial liearing of my case, and allow the gi ibstance of my daughter’s claims 
to bo argued on tlieir merits before that augus t tribunal, without the interposi- 
lioii of any of those forms and teclmicalitieris which seem still so strangely to 
obstruct the administration of British justice^- 

1 r If leavigwere obtained for me to presei^ft my petition to the Privy Council, 
the c < -e might be .set down for hearing at oi. ice, and come on in November, by 

which 
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■whicli time the parties in India would have full op]>ortunity to instruct 
their legal advisers in England, and to appear before tlwir Lords/jips in fJio 
Privy Council, if they should be minded to prosecute their claim. 

14. And as I have been now for 14 years engaged in this litigation, ami as 
for tlic three last Sessions of Parliament 1 have been eontinnally clieenHi with 
the notion that my case was a))proaching a final deeision, 1 trust that the 
Honourable Coui't will not think me impertinent if I press for an answer to this 
application before Parliament prorogues. 

I Inivc, &LC. * 

(sigirt'd) Jdfur Alev. 

15, Warwick-road West, Paddington, . ‘ 

London, 15 July 1850. 


To D^cet Jaffiir All Khan, Ball ad oor, li'>, Warwick Uoao. 

Sir, East India House,'2:2 July J8a(i. 

In rejily to 3 our hlter oi'the ITith itislant. 1 am eomniaiah'd hy the C'laiit ol 
Din'ctors of (he Easl India Company to amjiiaint you, that \ou lia'c not eoiTueily 
stand the eironmstunces wliich liave oeeurred hetweeii yoursilf and the ('ourt ou 
llie suJtjcct of tflie elaims oi‘vour family •’ neillu r Iiavt! jou acted upon tbe iuf.i- 
malioii of the, Prt sident of the Board ol’ Cotnmis.>-iotter8 for the Aliiiirs of India, 
in the lli iise ol CuninuDis, that yonr first step should he to address yonrsell 
again 10 the Execnlive Covernnie.nt lor u rceonsideration and settlcmefit ol ynur 
ease, with wliich tliut Govenuneiit is prrpared to deal lihendly. 

As K'uaids, liowevir. tin- principal ohjeci ol your letti r, that the Court would 
assist you lo obtain a jiulie.ial hearing of your case hefoie the Privy Cmiiieil, 1 
am dinetnl to state that it is not witliin the province ol the t'oarl oi Dir etors 
to interfere in such a matter, as it rests eseliisively with Her Mttjesty’s (jo'orn- 
nnuit to ditirmine upon the projiriety of .submitting to judicitil investigation the 
intevpielation of a political treaty. 

I li.ive, &c. 

(sigio'd) JiiiiKX < . AJetrili, S..’cri‘tai'' . 


lb the llonouralde the Court of Direetors of llie East Iijilia (hniijiaiiy, 
llonourahle Sirs, 

I ni;(;ui',T to Ittun iri.m Siereltiry Sir Jatnes Mclvill’s h'titv lo me ol the 22d 
ultimo, ihiit I misunderstood the eonrse which it was de.siretl I slioiild puiriie in 
eon muiiieating with voiiv IJononrahle Court, hut in aeeordiince with the insfriie- 
tioii conve\ed to me. 1 now heg to snhintt inj' lUse lor riet/iisah ralioii, iii older 
that it may he si till d hy the Exeenlive (lovernmebt with the liberality with 
which 1 am gratifii li to leiirn the (ioverninent is jirepared to deal witli it. 

I have alreadv. on former oec.isions, snbniilled to your llonoin'able ( ourt the 
grounds on wliieh 1 Inive deemed llie late ^awab s diseeiidaiits entitled to the 
sinnnitv paid to him, and I trust I need not now reiteraje th.eni, tis l)u\ have 
receivi d such rniunte aud jirolongod investigation ;il the hands ol tlii' (.ommittee 
ol the House of Commons, who nniiniinouslv found the preamhle ol the Bill 
|iri)inoted hy me in I’iirliainertt to ho j roved, thus aflirniing that, hy die tre.iiy 
or agreement of 1800, the East India Company agreed to ]>ny to the Nawah 
Knsseercioddeen tind hi.s heirs, out ol the icm aues of b'urat ami its dopendem ics, 
in four et|ual ipiarterly piiyiiienls, one laiL ol riijiees annmtlly, whieJi shuiikl he 
considered the first charge payable from the said revenues, with oiie-filtli ol the 
net monies after cei ttiin deductions. That before the consent of the IMeer 
Knsspcrooddeen Khan to the gaiil triaty was fintdly’ obtained, a re[)resentation 
was made to liini hy Mr. Duncan, thin Covernor of Bombay, who negotiated 
tlie same as an indiiccnieiit to sign the said treaty, that the nevv treaty woiiltl 
give a security for an honourable provision lo the Navvab and his nuuily and 
descendants, from generation to generation, greater than tliey bad ever jet, liad 
since, the former articlc.H of agreement of 1709, were cvidimtly only of a (em- 
31-sess. 2. A 4 
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Correnpondcnce porary nature, whereas the Company never failed in a strict adherence to their 
with tlie eugagemeuts, and would then become bound in perpetuity to the support of the 
Court of Diroctori. Nawab and his family; and further that a stipulation for a man and his heirs, meant 
for ever, or until such heirs become extinct, and such representations were duly 
reported to the Court of Directors of the East India Company by their said 
Governor, and by virtue of such treaty the East India Company assumed the 
whole civil and military Government of Surat, and the revenues thereby con¬ 
ceded, and did still receive the same. 

Tiiat lUJtwitbstanding that the said dignity or office of Nawab may have 
ceased, the East India, Comjiany were bound hotli by the express terms of their 
said treaty and the said representations of tl»e meaning thereof, to continue the 
, payment of the said annuity to the heirs of the said Nusseerooddeen, if any 
there be. 

I'liongh ymur Honourable Court might be unwilling to accept tlie decision of 
any Committee of the House of Commons in preference to your own judgment 
on this case, you will no doubt feel that you have on no ^occasion li'ad the 
advantage .enjoyed by the Committee, of having all the reCords bearing on the 
subject brought before you, and i'ully discussed by counsel on both sides <luriiig 
a hearing of five days, but 1 have no doubt your Honourable Court will be pre¬ 
pared to give due weight to the deliberate conclusions at which the Committee 
arrived, and to the jiulgincnt pronounced, after prolonged debate, by' the House of 
Commons itself, by a majority of 213 to 28 in favour of the Bill. 

However strong may be my'own convictions of the justice of my claims,'which 
has prompted me to incur for many years so much vexation, privation and loss, 
I would prefer any reasonable, adjustment of them by the eniisideration and 
favour of your Honourable Court to the continued assertion of them by the 
course which 1 have been of late left to pursue; and wlien 1 settled and signed 
with the Secretary of the Board of Control the terms of a compromise whilst the 
Bill was in the House of Commons, i had hoped that the case would linvi' been 
brougl < to a conclusion satisfactory to the Executive Government, 

Tin s ' terms, I venture to think, arc so fair and rea.soriable that I subjoin them 
for your Honourable Court’s mature deliberation. 

1st. The pension of 15,000/. a year, to eotnmenee from the death ol the 
bite Nawab in August 1842, and to cout.iune until the death of the last 
Stirvivor of Meer Jafur ^leo and his daughters. 

2d. 'I'he arrears to he pai<l, after (l(>ducting the money already jiaicl, to 
the Nuwah's family and dependants. 

3(1. jv'usioncrs now enjoying emoluments from Government to e.ou- 
tinue r eeivii.g their pension during their lives, and on their death their 
pension to lapse to Meer Jafur Alee and his daughters. 

4th. The private estate question to be referred to the Privy Council, for 
review and decision. 

stli. None of the ccjllateral heirs to partici])ate in the present arrange¬ 
ment with regard to the pension or the arrears. 

0th. The annuity, if paid from 1842, would have been paid to Meer 
.lafur’s wile, and at her death to Meer .lafur for bis daughters; hut as he 
lias been put to great expense in litigation for 14 years past, and has 
incurred debts on behalf of his daughters, it is agnjcd that one half of the 
total arreai'n shall he ])aid at once to Meer Jafur, and the other half be 
vested in trustees for the daughters and their heirs. Meer Jafur and the 
S('cretary for Gov(;rnment in the Judicial Dep-artment and the Accountant- 
general to be' trustees. 

In urging the adoption 'of this arrangement by your Honourable Court I may 
he permitted to remark, that no real ground exists for supposing, that whilst 
r<'i(sonable concessions are made to the immediate family at the late Nawab’s, 
injustice might be done to others. ‘ 

Unless your Honourable Court recognise the right of the Nawab’s heir to the 
annuity as part of his private estate, his heirs, by Mahomedan law as such, could 
have no chrim to participate in it, but the Government of India has, 1 believe, 
inv.:-' ii>)y lield that the heirs of the person with whom such an engagement is 

made 
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nmilc are hits liui-al (ie.sccn(laiils, in afcordance with the explauarion of Governor 
Lnncaii, above noticed ; anti if, therefore, the collaterals should oven he found 
ultinrately entitled to participate in the other property of the late Nawab, I have 
never felt any difficulty in maintaining that, according to the true intent and 
meaning ot the articles of agreement, the descendants only of the Nawab were 
entitled to the pension ; but as your Honourable Court does not even acquiesce 
in this restricted interpretation of the treaty, I presume you would not proceed 
to a eoiiiproniise upon a far more extended view of it, which yon have repeatedly 
condemned, and at variance with general usage. . , 

It is right that I slmuld remind your Honourable'Court, that on the treaty 
being made, the collateral relatives of the Niiwab being separately provided for. 
«Hd not remain under his jurisdiction, as part of bis family, and at the tim<! of 
the Nawab’s deatli they were treated as wholly independent, and were sued itf 
tlm*ordinaiy courts of jnsliee wiiliont any privilege, though, being involved in 
delp and harassed by their creditors, they were, on the recommendation of the 
Bombay Govynmenf, exempted iVotn tin; jurisdiction of the conns of justice as 
if'they were in the same position as the Nawah’s family, who had been so 
exempt in bis lifetime, but this gn-at favour to the collaterals, vvliieli was an 
unexpected boon to them, surely cannot entitle them to aiij^ participation in the 
annuity. 


■^\illl regard to tlie jirojiosed payment of the arreatv, I can assure vonr 
Hononrald^ (\)urt that the hirgi; sums I have dishursetl in ntv journeys to 
England, and in pioseciifiiig my claims, both in India and in this country, iind 
in adjusting tlie atiairs of tla; Nawab's estate, togellior with the heavy charges 
for interest on money necessarily borrowed, both for seven years, whilst no pay- 
rnciils were made to us hy the Govevnuieut, and since amonut to these arrears. 
I shonhl jKMsonally be a sufferer in favour of my daughters for any small portio’i 
of arrears wliicli the Government may think fit to witlihold its Jtaymenl to tne 
tinder tin: jnojiosed settlement, and which happily tin; hoiiourabie position of 
my father will eiiahle me to bear this sacrifice, if any doubt remains of the 
aecuraey of this statement I shall be hajipy to supply satisfactory information ti; 
any gentleinan wiiom yon may be jileased to ajtpoint to inv(;stigiile the 
subject. 


One of the iiKTiibers of your Iloiiourahle Court having already expressed hi.s 
opinion in Pailiament that an app(ai should have been allowed in the usual 
course from the oider.s of the Goternor in Clouncil respecting the estate of the 
Navvah, 1 need not urge ihe propriety of whatever stejis are necessary bioiig 
taken to allow- us tin' light of apjjeal, ol which we have been deprived only by 
a confusion of terms in liie Act of the Legislative Council; and as there seems 
to he so much doubt ami difficulty rcganliiig the measure in'wliich thi.s appeal 
should he allowed, 1 may suggest, thut if no other course can be pursued, it is 
o’peii to your Honourable (anirt to direct the Legislative Council of India to 
pass a short Act to amend the defect in that under consideration. 


15, Warwiek-road West, Paddington, 
IG August 185(i. 


I havi;, &c. 

(signed) JnJ'ttr Atn. 


To Meer Jafler Alee Khan, 1.'., Warwiek-road West, Paddington. 

Sir, East Indi^ House, 20 November 1850. 

The Court of Directors iiavc had before them your letter, dated 16 August, 
soliciting a receusideiation of tbeir decision and proceedings relative to.the 
kipend and property of the* late Naw'ab ot Surat; and, in reply, they direct me 
to state that, having every disposition to receive, in a liberal spirit, any ajipli- 
cation from you on the subject, they regret that your present proposal is not 

such as they can accede to. •• 

£3 * „ B • 1 am 
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Con-wpondenct! I a™ directed to remind you, that the adoption by the Court of the opinion of 
wkh Ae the Committee of the House of Commons, on which much stress is laid in your . 

Court of Directbrj. letter, would preclude them from making any disposition of the stipend described 
in the treaty of 1800; would necessitete the suspension of all payments there¬ 
from, and would leave to be determined by judicial tribunals the (luestion of 
who are the parties entitled to that stipend, as heirs of the Nawab Nufeur Oodeen 
Khan, within the meaning of the said treaty. 

The Court of Directors have, after full deliberation, on several occilsions 
recorded their conviction, that all right to the stipend described in the treaty 
Terminated on the death of the last Nawab, Meer Afzul Alle Khan ; and they 
d'^sire it may be understood that any concession which, in deference to the 
opinions and feelings which have been expa-ssod in other quarters respecting 
*vour case, they may be willing to make, is to be regarded only in the light of 
an increased exercise of the liberality already shown to you and to your fardi^y, 
and in nowise as an abaiuloninent of the position whicli they have hitherto 
maintained. ' , \ ’ 

With these preliminary remarks, I am directed to state that the Court will 
not object to devote (prospectively) the whole of the stipend of 1,50,000 rupees 
per annum to a life provision for the family and dependants of the late Nawab, 
in the following manner. * 

The pensions of the two widows of the late Nawab Mussamut^Ameer ool 
Nissa Beguln aud Muss' Padsha Begum, to be raised from 14,400 rupees to 
•jdjOOO rupees per annum respectively. Tliese pensions, mid the allowances 
already granted to other parties than yourself and your daughters, will be main¬ 
tained on the conditions already attached to them, but the balance of the sum of 
1,50,000 rupees, after providing for the above-mentioned grants, whieli balance, 
to render their proposal distinct and definite as to amount, the Court are 
prepared to fix at 1.00,000 nipees, they will appropriate to yourself and two 
daughters, being the grand-daughters of the late Nawab, in equal portions, 
during yonr lives. This grant to lapse to the Government on the death of the 
.survivor of the three grantees. 

In considenition of the expenses which you state that you have incurred by 
your residence in England, and with u view to assist you in making a further 
provision for your daughters on tlie occasion of their marriage, the Covwt will 
grant you, in free gift, the sum of two lacs of rupees, or 30,000 1. sterling. 

The question of the private estate c>f the late Nawab is a distinct and Siiparatc 
one, that has been a(ljudir?t«i by the local authorities under a special law, 
passed out of consideration to yo..r family, and it is not within the province of 
the Court of Directors to interfere further in the matter. 

I have only, in conclusion, to state, tliat the arrangement now proposed must 
be considered as a final settlement of the question of the claims of yourself and 
family., 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Jatnes C. Melvill, 

Secretary. 


To Sir James Cosmo Metcllt, k. c. b.. Secretary to the Court of Directors of the 
Honourable East India Company. 

15, Warwick-foad West, Paddington, 
Sir, 3 December 18S6. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th of 
November 1858, stating “ that^the Honourable Court will not object to devote 
prospectively the whole of the stipend of 1,50,000 rupees per tonum to a life 
provision for the family and dependents of the late Nawab, and 1,00,000 rupees 
thereout to raysAf apd two daughters,^ being the grand-daughters of the late 
Nawab, in equal portions during our lives; this gi*aftt to lapse to Govettiineirt 
on the death of the survivor of the three grantees.” 

Before giving a final reply to this proposition, I would solicit the favour of 

being 
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being informed whether I understand the meaning of the Honourable Court to. 
be, Uiat it will continue the payment of the whole sum of 1,00,000 rupees until 
the death of the last survivor of the three grantehs." 

I am most amxious to come to a clear under^nding regarding the private 
property. ‘ That question involves several to me most important points, slurs on 
my linetige and'reflections on the legitimacy of my late wife, &c., all of which I 
am most anxious to have fully investigated before a legal tribunal, the pecuniary 
interests being comparatively insiguifloant. 

I have always been informed that the Honourable Court stood wholly in- 
dift'erent between me and my opponent on these question*, and Sir James Weir 
Hogg was understood to express .in the House of Commons fhc feelings of the 
Court that these questions ought properly and in justice to be determined by 
the Privy Council. 

I trust it will cause no surprise if I address myself on the private question to 
the authority with whom it lies to take the pleasure of Her Majesty in Council. 

In wrder to ciL&r up a misconcej>tion on this point, I beg, in conclusion, to 
state, that the Honourable Court have repeated an erroneous statement which has 
been often made, that the Special Act passed in India, was passed at my request; I 
protested vigorously against that Act. I suggested an amendment before it was 
passed, which was unnoticed; and if that amendment had been adopted, an 
appeal to the B^vy Council would have lain as a matter of course. 

I have, Ac. 

(signed) Jufur Alec. 


To Meet Jaffer Alee Khan, 15, Warwick-road West, Paddington. 

Sir, East India House, 23 December 1S36. 

I HAVE laid before tlie Court of Directors your letter of the 3d instant, in 
reply to mine of the 20tli November last. 

I am c!|sired by the Court to state, in reply, that you have correctly under¬ 
stood the meaning of tlie Court with respect to the stipend of 1,00,000 rupees 
per anmiin, which they are willing to grant in equal portions to yourself and 
your two daughters. The Court’s inteutions are, that the whole amount of 
*1,00,000 rupees should continue to bo paid until the death of the last survivor 
of the three grantees. 

AVith regard to the privati; property, I am directed to observe, that the [)ower 
of permitting any further judicial proceedings rests exclusively with Her Majesty, 
and that the Court have no opinion to expreiss on the subject. 

I iim directed, in conclusion, to express the expwtation of the Court that, 
having now aflbrded to you the explanations you solicit, they shall receive from 
vou, without further delay, a linal reply. 

I am, &c. . 

(signed) James C. MelvUl, 

Secretary. 


East India House, 
March I83t. 


(True copies.) 

J.S. Mill, 

Examiner of India Correspondence. 
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Correspondence with the Board of Control. 


From Meer Jafur Alee Khan, BhaHoor, Son-in-law of the late Nawab of Surat, 
to th,e Right Honourable Sir Charles Wood, Bart., m. p., President of the 
Board of Commissioners for the Administration of India. 

Sir, ' 110, Gloncester-place, 10 July 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith the copy of a petition to Her Majesty 
in Council, and I beg to submit for your consideration the circumstances under 
which it is presented, trusting that I may be able to satisfy you that it is d proper 
case to be referred to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. 

The late Nawab of Surat, under .the treaty entered into by Kis father with the 
East India Company, utid by the Bombay Regulations No, 2 or 1827, 8.'21, was 
exempt from the ordinary jurisdiction of tlie local courts, and was at liberty to 
dispense justice over bis relations and servants, but on the death of tlie Nawab 
in the year 1842, the Government having been of opinion..that the dignity of 
Nawab ceased, the exemption from the jurisdiction of the local courts ceased 
also, and in the ordinary course of events the estate of the Navyab, which was 
within the local jurisdiction of the Zillah Court of Surat, could have been admi¬ 
nistered by that court, of which the judge could under the Regulations have been 
empowered to decide in the first instance to whom the residue of the estate the 
Nawab died possessed of, rightfully belonged, either in conformity with any 
engagement entered into by the Nawab in his liielirae, or by the right of 
inheritance. 

It being however repugnant to the feelings of natives of India of rank to resort 
to the ordinary local courts of justice, the family of the late Nawab willingly 
abstained from any appeal to the Zillab Judge, and they offered no resistance to 
the officers of Government taking charge of tJie Nawab’s property, feeling confi¬ 
dent that whatever course the Government might pursue, it would extend to 
them the same measure of justice as they would be entitled to obtain in the 
established legal tribunals, anticipating however that the Government of Bombay 
would ultimately place them in the same position as other natives^f similar 
rank, for I may remind you that by the Bombay Regulations, No. 20 of 1827, 
section 6, it is provided as follows :— 

Suits against tlie persons belonging to the first of the classes comprised in the 
agent’s list, being ibutvidii >ls of the very first distinction and influence under 
the Pcishwa's government, on account ot their birth, their political importance, 
or the religious estimation in which they were held, shall be conducted and 
decided by the agent; reference being had in the most ample degree to the 
privileges of the defendant by former usage and custom enjoyed, and to other 
peculiar ciiaracteristics of the case, conformable to like usage and custom; and 
no decree against any such defendant shall be enforced, until the suit and all 
proceedings thereon shall have been referred to the Governor in Council (to 
whom also the plaintiff may appeal), who, as a special superior court for the 
adjustment of such suits, will pass such order thereon as he may deem just and 
equitable; an appeal to the King in Council being open to either party. 

The ofiicers of Goverilment at Bombay finding that they bad no right or 
power to interfere with the Nawab’s estate in consequence of his decease, and 
the operation of the said Regulations, applied to the* Legislative Council of India 
to confer upon them the requisite authority, andr accordingly an Act was passed. 
No. 18 of 1848, which in terms by no means clear empowered the Government 
in Council at Bombay to act in the administration of the estate of the Nawab, 
and to make distrifintion of it amongst his family, ai^ exwpted myself and 
eeHain other connexions of the late Nawab from the jurisdictioa of the ordinary 
courts. 

The Right honourable the Governor in Council in execution of this Act, re¬ 
mitted the adihinistration of the Nawab's estate and the determination of all 
questions affecting it to the A^ontof the Right honourable the Governor of Surat, 
when 1 subaritted for the consideration of the Agent, a claim to the residue of the 

estate 
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estate of tbe late Nawab in my own right, under an agreement entered into by 
him xrith me, and in right of my daughters who were his only descendants. 
Other connexions of the Nawah claimed certain shares of his estate under the 
religious law of the jsect of Mahomedans to which it was said the Na«ab 
belonged, and the Agent after a prolonged investigation delivered a written 
judgment adverse to my claim, but as I believe and am advised, contrary to 
justice and right, I then appealed to the Right honourable the Governor in 
Council, but his Lordship was pleased so far to act upon the decision of the Agent 
as to adjudge the residue of the estate of the late Nawab to be divided in accord* 
ance tlierewitli. ^ D 

I beg, however, to refer you for a more full explanation of the nature of the 
controversy, to the petition itself, from which you will j)erceivp that the question 
is'one which can only be satisfactorily decided by judges possessing great know¬ 
ledge of judicial principles and equally great expei ience in tlie adnunisiratioii 
-of ‘justice. 

Being very much dissatisfied with tlie judgment of the Right honourable the 
Governor in Gonncil, against wliicli I am debarred by ila- Act oi the Legisla¬ 
tive Council from making any appeal in India, I liave come to this country in 
order to appeal to the proper tribunal here, having been advised by those whom 
1 have consulted, that liis Lordship’s judgment is erroneous, and contrary to 
justice and right, and that the Judicial Committee of Her Majesty’s Privy 
Council was the proper tribunal to review his Lordship’s judgment: it became 
necessary to ascertain as a preliminary step whether any petition for tliat pur¬ 
pose was to be ht*ard by the Judicial Coiiiniittee, as of course, under the 3d 
section of the Act of the 3 & 4 Will. 4. c. 41, or whether an express order was 
rerpiifed to refer the petition to their Ijordships under the 4tli section of 
that statute, and as the Act of tlie Legislative Council is exceedingly ambiguous 
in its language, this point was submitted for their Lordships’ determination by 
counsel on my behalf on the 30th of June last, when their Lordships were 
pleased to deliver a judgment of which I have the honour to forward a copy 
Jierewith, deciding that they could only entertain the petition under the 4th 
section of the statute, by an Order of Her Majesty in Council. 

As you will observe, from the petition of appeal,, that the questions in 
dispute in no way affect the Government, but relate solely to the private 
interests of myself and my daugliters, and the other persons claiming shares in 
the Nawab’s estate, I trust you will deem it fitting that they should therewith l>e 
submitted to the final determination of that tribunal which Her Majesty’s sub¬ 
jects in India are accustomed to regard as the ultimate court of appeal to 
decide upon the questions affecting their rights or property. 

In any ordinary case in India, the judgment of an officer of the standing of 
tbe agent by whom the questions have in fact been decided, would liave been 
submitted tor review to tlie Court of SudJer Adawliit, composed of four judges 
of the highest standing in the public service, and from their decision an appeal 
would be as of right to Htr Majesty in Council, and such would have been the 
course of procedure in regard to the Nawab’s estate if the Spedil Act had not 
been passed ; and in the case of natives of rank an appeal lies of right from the 
decision of the Governor, in Council to IL'r Majesty in Council, but from the 
obscure wording of tjie Act of the Legislative Council of India, which probably 
omitted to consider the effect of tlieir Act in this respect, it appears we have 
been deprived of the right conceded to all other persons, whatever may be their 
rank or station, in the Presidency of Bombay. Conadering, however, the large 
amount in dispute, and the great intricacy of the questions to be decided, and 
-the difference of opinion that exists on the subject, I would submit that tiie case 
is by no means one which' ought to l)e decided by a single judge, but that it is 
peculiarly fit for the consideration and judgment of the most competent; tribunal, 
and I therefore trust that you will ileem it fitting to advise Her Majesty in 
Council to refer the petition of appeal to the Judicial Committee of the Privy 
Council under the 4th section of the Act of the 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 41, for their 
«onsideratiun and advice. ^ 

. 1 have, Ac. , 

fsigned) Jafwr ^ke. 
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To THE Queen’s Most fijccEttENr Majesw jn, CBoncie. 

■ftiE Hnmtrle Petition of Meet Jafur Alee Klaan, Bahadoor, of Surat, in tlie 
Presidency of Bombay, bot no* residing at No. 15, Warwicks oad West, 
Paddington, in London; and ofZ^aoou-nissaLarlee Begum and Rulieemoon- 
nissa Begnni, infants, under tbe age of 14 years, the giandrchiidrai of Meer 
Ufzooloddeen Khan, the lateNawabof Surat, and of Ameroo-nissa Begum, 
the widow -of the said late Nawab, by the said Meer Jafur Alee Klum, their 
father aUd next friend. 


Sliowetb as follows; 

' 1. Meer Ufzodloddeen Khau Kumrood Dowleh Heshmut Jung Balradoor, 
from the year 1821 until his decease on the 8th of August 1843, enjoyed the 
dignity and immunities of Nawab of Surat, with the sanction of tlie BfiUsh 
Government in India, under and b)^ virtue of tlie provisions of certain articles of 
agreement efitered into on the 13th day of J^ay 1800, between ithe East India 
Company and Nusseeroddeen Klian, the father,of the said Ufzooloddeen Kkan, 
whereby, in consequence of surrenderiug up to the East India Company, the 
civil and military government of Surat, it w as provided that he should continue 
exempt from the jurisdiction of the courts of justice, and should be at liberty 
to dispense justice over his relations or servants. 

The late Nawab Meer Ufzooloddeen Khan having only two daughters, 
Bukhtyjarool-nissa Begum .md Nujeeboohnissa Begum, and being without the 
prospect of male issue, about tlie year 1830, contemplated marrying his daughters 
in such wise that his future sons-in-law with their wives, might become his 
heirs, and accordingly when two of the sons of the King of Delhi were at Surat 
the Nawab took them into his palace with the intention of marrying them to his 
daughters and making them the successors of his estate, but on the Nawab 
despatching his chief minister to Uie Provisional Governor of Bombay to 
obtain his sanction to the arrangement, the Government advised him to seek an 
alliance with anothCT family. . 

A negotiation was then set on foot for the marriage of the^Nawab’s daughters 
with the younger brothers of the late Nawab of Baroda, with the intention of 
their becoming the successors of his estate, but as the Nawab stipulated for 
their residing witli him at Surat, their elder brother, the Naw'ab of Baroda, 
disapjiroved of the arrangement, and in consequence the negotiation was 
broken oft'. 

Proposals were then made by Meer Surfarez Ali, the faUjer of your 
petitioner Meer Jafui AL’', for the alliance of your petitioner Meer Jafur 
Alee, and his brother the late Meer Ukbur Alee, with the daughters of the 
Nawab, and a third negotiation was thus coniinenced which ended in a compact 
between your said petitioner’s father and his Excellency, that your said 
petitioner antL^is brother should from the day of the marriage reside with the 
Nawab in tlie^lace at Surat, and never leave it except with hi» express consent ; 
and that he siiould constitute them his heirs and successors. 

This agreement having been made the Nawab caused a memorandum of its 
terms to be dra\(n up, which he forwarded to your said [letitioner's father at 
Baroda, requiring him and your said petitioner and his brother, to aftix thdr 
seals to it. The followirg is the Nawab’s letter to your said petitioner’s i'ather 
on the occasion: 

“ In these auspicious days I had the pleasure to reedve your ftivour, dated the 
Krth of the month of Rujub, 1239 Hijree, forwarded with Deychurdass the 
Soucar. The subject of my accepting your children itrto my adoption exuded 
from your frfendly pen has'delighled me, most with greatest pleasure the adop¬ 
tion of Meer Ukbw Alee a**d Meer Jafur Alee hM been nmiced to my mind, 
i have included my daughters into your adt^tion. May the High Almighty 
render the above children successful. In this matter some pdate are reqaired 
indispensably to be arranged, I have therefore given a memorandum of the 
arrangement in charge of the above Soucar, who is a free agent on your pait. 
You are accordingly to draw an agreement on your part, as well us tluit of 
your two sors. bearing the seals and sigiiaiOfee of all the tWee gentlemen, and 
forward it to me forthwith so that other worldly ceremonies may take place.” 

The 
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The meaioraiiiium icferred to in the above letter, and delivered to your said ComnMndeRce 
petitioner’s father, wls as fdIJbws:— , 

“ That Meer Surfarez AlitSaheb, the son of Syud Moomtaz Ali, the son of of Co at#?. 

Syiid Zoolfkar Ali, does hereby declare in writing thai his Higlmess the Nawab ‘ 

of Surat, a descendant of the illustrious Saint Sytid Alee Hamdanee, has no male 
issue, but two daughters, Mts. Nujeebool-nissa Begum and BukbtjTirool'Dissa 
Begum, who it has been settled are to be betrothed to my two sons, Syud 
Ukbar Alee and Syud Jafur Alee, and the mutual agreement having taken 
place, I hereby give in writing that the dowry of each of the ladicS is to be 
one lac of rupees. The other engagement is tliis, that the mutual dkpetiscs in 
the marriage ceremonies are to be equivalent on both sides, suitable to the 
character of both parties ; also, my two sons are to remain as sous-in-Iaw of the • 
house at Surat in the palace with his liighuess, and keep the house in a pr<»- 
perous state. The two sons liavc no authority to take the two ladies out of the 
city, of Surat. This they will never doi Should a case of urgency require the 
two sons to take the two ladies or their chihlren to Baroda, they shall not do it 
without the perrmssion of his Highness for a fixed period of time. In case his 
Highness proceeds to another climalte, the real mothers of the ladies are to act 
upon the above engagement, and his Highness will make ti will in the name of 
the two sons, regarding the succession and inheritance of the property and 
maintenance of tJie survivors, &c. The two sous are to act upon the will, and 
they will always rarry the usage and ceremonies of the House of Hamdanee 
into execution ; and they arc never to marry a rival to the ladies above cited. 

“ Myself and my two sons will never deviate from the above engagement. 

We, Meer Ukhijr Al<;e and Mcer Jafur Alec, do hereby declare that the above 
engagement is confirmed by iis, and we shall not deviate from it.” 

Your said petitioner and his brother and their father having duly sealed a copy 
of the 'paper, enclosed it to the jN’awab in a letter from them, which is as 
follows:— 

“ In this most iiappy time, your letter which you wrote with extreme kind¬ 
ness, reached mo and filled my licart. with joy with regard to what yrm have 
mentioned, that you have, accepted ray sons as your own sons, and requesting 
me also to accept your daughters as my own daugliters. These tidings have 
given me the greatest pleasure imaginable ; I pray to (Jod Almighty that the 
children of both side.s may enjoy the liappinoss of this world. You had given 
the draft of an arrangement to, Beychurdass Sowkar, which we three arc to sign 
and seal according to your bidding; T send you the memorainlnm duly sealed 
and signed by three names. The above-named Sowkar will deliver it to you, 
and whatever the above-named respected person shall say, yon may rely upon as 
correct, and send me a quick answer ; I hope you will always keep me informed 
of your state of health.” 

After this, and before leaving Baroda for the marriages, your said ptitioner’s 
father, feeling that in binding down his sons to reside always with the Nawab, 
at Surat, he ought to have some corresponding assurance that feis children 
would inherit the Nawab’s wealth, addressed a letter on the sulgect to Mirza 
Abdoola Beg, the Minister of his Excellency, and which elicited from him the 
following reply;— 

«It having been brought to my notiefe from yoar letter to the address of 
Mirza Abdoola Beg (my precious friend) that you have a sort of anxiety in your 
mind as the season of the grand and august festival •of the marriages has 
approached, I write you iu clear terms that you should have no anxiety of any 
kind in your mind, and should not imagine these weddings to be the usual ones, 
for I adopt your children to be my sons, and appoint them my successors. The 
ceremonies of the nuptials are to be mutually p®‘forined. After the consurmnar 
tion of the marriages your sous shall be mine, and they shall live iu my house. 

Allowing your certainty to this writing of mine, ^ taking it for a deed of 
assurance i'or the futurCj^make preparations for coming to tins place along wiHi 
your sons. Consider this to be a strict injunction, and be peapful of mind in 
all respects. Further, my sincere friend Mirza Abdoola Beg's letter to you 
(on this subject) will explicitly afford you satisfSetion." 

After the above correspondence the marriages took place, and were celebrated 
with great pomp and splendour, Tlic amount laid out on. tl»e oefasion was 
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scarcely less than live lacs of rupees. A military ^nard iras lent to the Nawab. 
Salutes were fired from the Castlcr and the Agent and all^fne Huropean society 
of the station attended. The Nawab invited th% Governor, Lord Clare, the 
Members of Council and otlier distinguished persons from Bombay to be present 
at the ceremony, which he desired should pass otf with all possible eclat. 

On the return of your said petitioner’s father, Meer Surfaraz Aii, to Baroda, 
the Nawab, at his request and for his satisfaction, communicated what had 
occurred to James Williams, Esq., the British Resident at Baroda, in the following 
letter‘ ‘ 

“ In this lime, by fhe Grace of God the nxarriage of my two daughters has 
been completed with all propriety. The illustrious sons, Syud Ukbur AH Khan 
and Syud Jafur Ali Khan, are incomparable in dignity and ability, f am 
exceedingly pleased with them, and have appointed them my successors ; 1 shall 
request the same of the Honourable British Govornment. and for the samS Reason 
I beg of you to keep this matter in your reflection; Meer Saheb will mention 
it to you in detail, and after a few’ days rqy confidential frien^, Mirza Abdoola 
Beg, vvill be sent to wait upon you, iigrqealdy to the request of the Meer 
Saheb. Written on the 22d of Zilhej, 1249 Hijree, or 2d May 1834.'’ 

The Resident acknowledged the letter in the following reply:—“ Your kind 
letter favoured by iVleer Surfaraz Ali Saheh, alluding to the <3ucccasion of Syud 
Ukbur Ali Khan and Syud Jafur Ali Khan (may they jive long) to yourself, 
having been written, its perusal gave me great pleasure. In this inaiter I write 
to you us a friend, that I will use all the endeavours in luy power with the 
Hoiioui-able Government in the object above cited. You sliould think of no 
omission on luy part as a sincere friend. The altercation now impending 
between the Sirkar of the Guicowar and the Meer Saheb, on account of a mis¬ 
representation made by some person, will soon be cleared off, if it please the 
Almighty God.” 

“ In the mt .tiifime leave lias been granted to Syud Ukbur Ali, as requested 
by you, but i>ei mit him to come to Baroda for a few days, wlien the Meer Saheb 
will require his presence.” 

Your said petitioner and his brother, Meer Ukbur Ali, on their marriage, left 
their father’.^ family and Irom that time resided with the Nawab at Surat as his 
sous according to the engagement. 

In the year 18.39, the wife of Meer Ukbur Ali Khan having died, and the 
issue of his marriage having predeceased her, he, with the Nawab’s permission 
(though very much against his Excellency’s wishes), rejoined his father at 
Baroda, and eontinuej! ever afterw ards to remaiii in his father's family, and thence¬ 
forth ceased to be accOilHttd one of the Nawab’s adopted sous. 

Your said petitioner’s wife, Bukhtyarool-nissa Begum, having given birth to a 
son, who was named Meer Amecroddin Khan, the Nawab on the 4th February 
1841, when the child was about two years’ old, took an opportunity, with the 
consent of your said petitioner and his wife, of assembling all his liousehold, and 
in their presence placed the child on the musnud and presented the Navrab’s 
jewels of state to him, after which the officers and servants advanced and pre¬ 
sented their nuzaranas, or offerings. This proceeding, according to the usages 
of the natives (tf India, was a formal recognition, on the pait of the Nawab, that 
the infant was accounted the heir presumptive of his property. 

The circumstance was communicated by his Excellency to your said peti¬ 
tioner’s father, in a letter dated 12th Zilhej, 1266 Hijree. 

“ May it be known to you that in this august time on the 11th Zilhej 1256, 

1 seated my son Meer Ameeroddin Khan (may he live long) on my musnud, all 
the officers of my sirkar gave their presence; all the materials belonging to the 
ancient dij^ity of the Nawabee of my ancestors, such as drums and mahcc 
maratib, and the wearing jewels, &c. oi’ the state, the whole and perfect, I have 
given to the son above-mentioned, and seated him in my place as desired by 
his parents. I congratulate you as my brother (on this occasion); what more 
shall I write except my love tg you. May thfi days of your happiness be for 
ever. Accept compliments from your sister, and best respects from Malikaz- 
amauee Begum, and Ameeroddin Khan, and Zeaoon-missa Begum. Dated 
12 th Zilhej 1266 .” 

Your 
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Your said petitioner’s son, Ameeroddin Khan, having shortly afterwards died, CoircmiKtciKM 
the Nairab from that time forth regarded your said petitioner, in virtue of his ’'ho d** 
alliance with the Nawab’s only surviving child, as the sole successor to his title ^ 
and dienity, and the fact was well known throughout the household and 
throughout the city, nor indeed has this fact been at any time disputed. 

It was manifest from several docun^ents executed by the Nawab, in which 
allusion was made to those who were to succeed him, and from the testimony of 
most fespectable persons conversant with the views of the Nawab, and the 
relation which subsisted between him and your said petitioner, that the Nawab 
always treated your said petitioner and his wife with th'e greatest affection, and 
that he never intended to swerve from his engagement with your said petitioner’s 
father, and that he must have died with the fullest conviction that his private 
estate at least would pass tranquilly into the^hanils of his daughter and your 
said, petitioner as his heirs, thoi^h he was no doubt well aware that your said 
petiiipner’s succession to the office and dignity of Nawab would dejjend upon 
the pleasure of the British Govemjnent. ' 

YouV petitioners furtlier established that by a special custom of the family of 
the late Nawab, the estates of persons belonging to either branch of the family 
should be inherited exclusively by that branch to which the deceased might 
have belonged, and should not be divided with the collateral kindred of another 
branch. 

If, however, any doubt could be entertained of the intentions of the Nawab 
or of the custom of the family, then your petitioners submit that it being- 
manifest from the political position of the Nawab, that he was independent of 
any known positive law, the succession to his estate should be determined by 
the universal principles of natural justice, recognised by the common consent of 
mankind. By these, your. petitioners Zeeaoon-nissa Larlee Begum, and 
Ruheemoon-nissa Begum, and their late mother, who were tlje only descendants 
of the late Nawab at his decease, would be accounted his heirs and the suc¬ 
cessors of his property, nor has it been suggested throughout the j)roloi)ged 
investigations which have since taken place, that the Nawab at any time 
regard^ any other person as his heirs, or intended any disposition of liis 
property at variance with the natural right of his own descendants. 

On the Nawab’s death, his property accordingly passed into the hands of your 
petitioner Meer Jafur Alee and liis wife, as of course the right of your said 
petitioner and his wife were at once recognised by the liotisehold and de¬ 
pendents of the late Nawab. All looked to your said petitioner for orders, 
which they readily obeyed. Your said petitioner superintended the funeral of 
the deceased, took charge of everything, and remained in possession of the 
estate undisturbed for some months, granting receipts in his own nmne for rent 
and e.xpending it on the family, with much more besides from his private 
resources, and managing all the affairs as in the deceased’s lifetime. 

But shortly after the Nawab’s decease the Government tliought fit to declare 
that the Nawabship was at an end, and without questioning the authority of tlic 
Government to refuse to recognise your said petitioner or his wife, as the suc¬ 
cessor to the political dignity or privileges o! Nawab, your petitioners submit 
that it is beyond dispute that the Government had no authority hr right to deter¬ 
mine who should be the owner of the Nawab’s private estate, for with regard to 
that he was always accounted by the Government, and was by right, a free agent 
to dispose of it as he pleased without the interruption or sanction of the 
Government. 

In the ordinary course of’events in accordance with the local laws and regu¬ 
lations of Government, if any one had conceived himself to posress a better 
right than your petitioner, Meer Jafur Alee, and his wife to the Nawab’s pro¬ 
perty, he would have resorted to the local court of Surai, under whose jurisdic¬ 
tion your petitioners came on the cessation of the Nawabship by the express' 
provisions of the regulations. The local court would then have had to undertake 
the duty of deciding whether your petitioner, Meer Jafur Alee, and his wife were 
not entitled to retain po^ession of the estate which had passed into their hands 
with the consent of the deceased Nawab, and of which tliey were the only heirs 
by the law .of nature, confirmed by the written agreement, the fetters, the 
language, and the whole conduct of the Nawab for the last tcu yeare of his 
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C^nwMMteoe lile, which ygur'{ietitiooers ,«]« adidsed aod believe the locd couitB Of ^stice 

' iwBjhe would have been bound to lecog^ttein the detoMnination. ^ jour petitioner’a 
« Bum^ orCoBtvd- 

But the(3overnmeat of Bombay deemed it expedient to sequester the property 
of the Nawab, and passing by the propriety of this step your petitioners humbly 
submit that their rights and interests ia relation to the estate of the Nawab could 
not be afiected or prqudiced by h, but that they nevertheless still remained 
entitled to ,be, regarded on every principle of equity, and of natural justice and 
right, as tlic owners of |he Nawab’s estate. 

Your petitioners, however, in accordance with the feeling predominaoit 
‘amongst natives of rank in IndiH, being unwilling to resort to the ordinary 
courts of justice to assert their rights against the Government, or to compel 
the administration of the Nawab’s estate as they might have done, a»4 the 
Government of Bpmbay having no power or authority to interfere witli if, the 
Government of India at length determined to pass a legislative enactment to 
place the family of tlic Nawab and his c^ate under the jurisdiction. of the 
Governor in Council, in accordance with tlfe usage which has long prevailed 
in India, for your petitioner shew that on the first acqtiisition of Surat the 
Governor iii Council of Bombay was by the local regulations sanctioned hy 
the authority of Parliament, constituted the Supreme Court of Appeal in 
Bombay from all decisions in civil and criminal causes pronounced by the local 
courts of justice, and that subsequently when the jurisdiction was transfehred to 
the Sudder Adawlut of Bombay, composed of one Member of Council and 
several senior civil servants, the Governor in Council still remained, by an 
express regulation, the solo court of appeal in India in all causes relating to 
persons of rank in the Deccan, being that district of the Bombay Presidency 
where such persons chiefly reside, justice, iu the-first instance, being adminis* 
tered to them by an agent appointed for that purpose by the Governor in 
Council. From the decision of the Governor in Council in all these cases, an 
appeal could be preferred as of right to your Majesty in Council. 

On the 26lli August 1848 the following Act was passed by the Governor- 
General of India in Council, Act No. 18 of 1848, “ An Act for the administra¬ 
tion of tile estate of the late Nawab of Surat, and to continue privileges to 
his family. Whereas it is expedient to provide for tiie administration of the 
estate of the late Nawab of Surat, Mccr Ufzooioodeu Khan Kumrood Dowleh 
Ushmat Jung Bahadoor. And whereas the exemption from the jurisdiction of 
the civil and criminal courts enjoyed by the said late Nawab and his relations 
and servants, by.virtue of the treaty concluded between the East India Company 
and tlie said late Nawab, o’ the 13th May 1800, recognised and confirmed by 
clause 2, section 21, Regulation 2, 1827, and clause 2, section 1 ; Regulation 
11,1827, of the Bombay code, ceased at the death of the said late Nawab, and it 
is deemed expedient that some of the said persons should continue to he 
privileged. It is to be etiacted as follows:— 

“ I. No w'rit or process shall be sued forth or pr<®eeutcd against the persons, 
goods, or property of the several persons named in the Schedule annexed to this 
Act, being the wfidows and family of the said late Nawab, or of any of them, 
unless with the consent of the Governor of Bombay in Council first obtained, 
sucb consent to be signified by the signature of one of the Secretaries to Govern¬ 
ment ; and any writ or process sued fortli or prosecuted against the persons, 
goods, or property of the said several persons, or any of them, without such con¬ 
sent as aforesaid, shall be utterly null and void. 

“ 11. 'Rie Governorof Bombay in Council is empowered to act in the adminis¬ 
tration of the property of whatever nature left by the late Nawab of Surat in 
regard to the settlement and payment of the debts and claims standing against 
the estate of the said late Nawab at the time of his death, and to make distribu¬ 
tion of the remaining property among his family; and no act of thesaid Governor 
of Bombay in Council, in respect to the administration to and distribution of 
such proj^erly from the date of the drath of the said late Nawab, shall be liable 
to be questioned in any Court of law or cqility. 

“ III. .TKe limitation of time for bringing, suits in the civil courts,‘provided in 
Regulation 5, isrjy, of tlie Bombay Code, shall be held in respect to all persons 

within 
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wit&m the prcMrisKnis of clause 2, section 21, of ^ said B^latioc 2,1827, to 
beg^Q as to all causes <^ ActMM) arising befoie tfac passing of tliis Act, front tito 
day of the passing of this Act, subject to this provision, that no suit by or against 
any of the said persons shall be entertained in any civil coart on account of any 
cause of action vrhich arose at the time preceding the death of the said late 
Nawab by more than the number of years or months severally limited with 
reference to such c^se of action by the said Regulation 6, 1827, as the period 
irithin which the suit must be filed after such cause of action arose,,or came to 
the knowledge of the plaintifi*, as the case may be. ' * 

“ IV. Deeds registered under the provision of any Act passed by the Govcnior- 
^eneral of India in Council shall not, on the sole ground of priority of registra-> 
tioir, invalidate deeds which may be duly registered within si* months from the 
,day of the passing of this Act by any persons within the provision of the said 
clauje* 2, sect. 21, Regulation 2, 1827, provided that such last-mentioned deeds 
relate, to property conveyed to the owner before the day of (he passing of this 
Act. • 


Cm 

BeSKt 


1 . Padshaw Begum - - 

2 . Ameerol-mssa Begum 
2 . Meer .lafur Ali 

4. Zecarool-nissa Begum 

5. Ruhemool-nissa Begum 

“ 6. Meer Mooeenooden Khan 
“ 7. Mccr Kumroodeu Valud 


SCHEDULB. 

Widow 

Widow 

Son-in-law - 

Grand-daughter 

Grand-daughter 

Buckshee - 

Shumsoodeen 


of the late Nawab.” 


Under the authbrity of this Act the Governor of Bombay appointed William 
Edward Frere, Esq., who was the agent of the Government at Surat, to investi¬ 
gate whatever claims might be preferred to the succession to the estate of the 
late Nawab, and to make an afrard and report to tlie Governor and Council 
thereon. 

Your said petitioner, Meer Jafur Alec’s wife, Biikhtyarool-nissa Begum, 
having in the meantime died, lesiving your petitioners, Zeeaoon-nissa Begum, 
and Kuheenooii-nissa Begum, also named in the Schedule to the said Act, her 
only issue, who, together with your said petitioner, Meer Jafur Alee, were, by the 
law and custom of India, Irer only heirs. 

Your petitioner, Meer Jafur Alee, appeared before the said agent, and preferred 
a claim on behalf of your petitioner’s infant daughters, on the grounds herein¬ 
before stated*, to the whole of the estate of which the late Nawab had died pos¬ 
sessed, subject to the payment of his debts, your petitioner, Meer Jafur AJee, 
relinquishing in their favour any claims on his own behalf. 

Amecrool-nissa Begum, the widow of the late Nawab and the mother of yonr 
said petitioner’s late wife, and also mentioned in the Sche'iulc to the said Act, 
appeared before the said agent by her attorney, and admitted the right of your 
said petitioner’s daughters to the whole of the said estate, btit claimed, in the 
event of the agent deciding against them, to participate in any distribution of tin 
estate which the agent might order to be made amongst the kindred of the late 
Nawab. * 

Padshaw Begum, also mentioned in the Scliedule to fhe said Act, appeared 
before tbe agent by her attoniey, and claimed to be entitled, as his widow, to a 
share of the estate, according; to the law of the Mahommedau sect of Soonec, to 
which it was alleged the late Nawab belonged. 

Mccr Mooeenoodeen Khan and Meer Kiimrooden Khan, also mentioned in the 
Schedule to the said Acl;, appeared before the agent, and claimetl to be entitled, 
as the nearest male kindred of the lajc Nawab, to a sliare in the estate, according 
to the law of the said sect, they alleging themselves to be the male descendants 
of Syed Methun, the brother of the late Nawab’s great-grandfather, Meer 
Mooeenooden Khan, the first Nawab of Surat oftbivt family. 

One Meer Surfooden also appeared before, the agent, and claimed, as the heir 
of Mudina Begum, the sister of the latoNawah’s late grandfather, Haffii^ddon, to 
be entitled to a share of the estate, according to the Mahominedan law. ' 
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And one Abdool Rehmann, with several others, claimed, as the heirs of 

^ Haffizooden, certain 

property, which rtim alleged by them had been possessed by him on her death 

to the iL^ Navif subsequently descended 


To the whole of these claims your petitioners objected, not only on the grounds 
hereinbefore stated, but because they proceeded on the enon^ous assumption 
that the administration of the estate of die Nawab must necessarily be governed 
by the religious law of- inheritance of the Mahommedans of the Soonee sect 
applied, when no special custom intervened, to the distribution of the estates of 
private persons of that sect by the native courts of justice; and your petitioner 
Meer Jaihr Alee, insisted that if the positive engagements of the Nawab were not 
to be upheld, or the natural rights of your said petitioner’s children, as the only 
issue of the Nawab, were not to be recognised; yet that it was manifest that the 
Nawabs, though Mahommedans, never adopted the Mahommedan code of 
inheritance in their family, and that it therefore never attached itself to their 
property, but, on the contrary, that they maintained and acted upon the prin¬ 
ciple at variance with the Mahommedan law before stated, that the estates of 
persons belonging to either branch of the family should be inherited exclusively 
by that branch to which the deceased might have belonged, •and should not be 
divided with the collateral kindred of the other branch. 

Of this conclusive proof was afforded by several transactions in the lifetime of 
the late Nawab, stamped with the approbation and acknowledgment of the 
British Government. On one occasion the widow of the late Nawab’s father, 
having obtained possession of a considerable part of the property of which he 
died possessed, the late Nawabs appealed to the Government to obtain its 
restoration, when the Government, presided over by the Honourable Mount- 
stuart Elphinstone, who was peculiarly qualified to form' a just opinion on the 
subject, replied“ It was in a very happy time that 1 had the pleasure of 
receiving your letter, and have understood its contents. Whatever is pleasing 
to your Highness is the source of happiness to us. Your Highness is the sole 
controller and authority in all your affairs and transactions, and in the in¬ 
heritance of your family, without consulting others, and there seems no reason 
for the Government to interfere; but jjrou must consider that the Government 
always arc anxious to iriect your Highness’s wishes: the agent is therefore 
instructed, if necessary, to afford you any assistance you require.” 

About the same time the late Nawab's mother complained to Mr. Romer, the 
agent of the GoverM«*CI»t at Surat, that the late Nawab refused to,give her the 
share of her husband's pfoperty, to which she would be entitled by Mahomedan 
law; but Mr. Romer replied:— 

“ I received your letter in good time. In that you mention something about 
the displeasure between yourself and his Excellency the Nawab. It should be 
very clearly and certainly understood by you, that upon this subject, in the 
same manner as the former order of the Honourable the Governor had been 
conveyed, directed that the Honourable the Government disapproves of the 
thought of interference regarding such disputes as may be connected with the 
family of his Excellency the Nawab, it is impossible to do so; the same order 
is confirmed and held'in force. What more shall I write f ” 

Finally, in order to avoid contention in the family, the late Nawab proposed 
to concede to his mother a portion of his father’s pstate, equal to the share of a 
widow under the Mahomedan law; but upon the express condition that it should 
not be .construed into a recognition of any riglit under the Mahomedan law, he 
required a solemn instrument of renunciation to be drawn up, and signed both 
by bis own family and by the family of the Bukbshee, to which the widow 
belonged. 

Accordingly a deed was prepared, and Meer Sudrooden, the Bukbsbee, and 
Meer Shumsoddeen, the father of the present claimant, Meer Kumroodeen, 
affixed their seals to it, containing the following clause:— 

“ Arahovc d^iled, the eighth part that has been written out to me by my 
belo'ved son the Nawab, is merely, in coaseqaence‘‘of his r^rd to my satisfaction 

and 
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•and pleasure, becau^ such division never hath taken place in this family during 

the live generations jpast; and henceforth, if any of the relatives claim a share in Board Antral. 

an estate of a deceased or living person, his ciaitn is to be null and uncuguisable. —4. 

After my brother, Meer Sudrooden Khan Sufdur Jung Babadoor(the Bukhshee) 

had consented to these terms, my beloved son agreed to give the eighth part of 

the {division to me; also my brother, Meer Sudrooden Khan Sufdur Jung Balia- 

>door, has not and sli^ll uot have any claim upon my beloved son fqr a share of an" 

estate/>f a dead or living person.” 

But at that very moment, in consequence of intermarriages between the 
several branches of the Nawab’s family, if the Mahomedan law of inheritance 
had been recognised, the Bakhshee and Meer Shumsoddeen would have been 
entitled to shares of personal property in' the possession of the Nawab which lie 
had derived from deceased members of his family; and at the same time the 
Najvhb’s mother would have been entitled to a very large amount for the shares 
of personal property in the possession of the Bukhshee which he had derived 
from deceased members of his own branch of the family. 

It thus appeared, that in thc/Wfetime of the Nawab, both branches of the 
family had repudiated the, Mahomedan law as the rule of succession, and 
inasmuch as the est-ate of Abo Nawab had never received any acquisition from 
the property of the ^ev^ral nierabers of the Bukhshee’s family, which had been 
retained by him W a very large amount for his exclusive benefit, it was con¬ 
trary to the mata obvious principles of equity to allow the Bukhshee, after the 
Nawab's dece^, to set up the Mahomedau law, and claim under it a portion of 
the Nawab'^state. 

Whilst/^'a recent times the facts which were within the knowledge of the 
witnessejs produced before the agent clearly established the positive renunciation 
of the Maliomedan law, it was not .shown that on any one occasion, from the 
time tl^ famil}^ of tiie Nawab first acquired their autliority in Surat, tlie 
Mahoi^dan law had, been adopted as their rule of succession; no ground, 
therefefre, existed by which the claims adverse to your petitioners wore sup¬ 
ported! rather than the law of the sect of Shea, by which tlie collateral kindred 
of tlft Nawab would have been excluded, and this estate would have vested in 
you#'petitioner’s wife alone. 

Your petitioner, Meer Jafur Alice, further objected to the claim of Padshah 
Bejum, that she had been divorced by the late Nawab, whereby she was 
diMUtitled, even by the Mahomedan law, to any share in the estate. It w.is 
cljakrly proved by tlie testimony of the Nawab’s household, tliat several years 
hp^re his decease he divorced Padshah Begum from him, and removed iier 
n his palace, and, in accordance with the usage and practice in India of 
•sons of liigh rank, he placed her in a separate establishment, with an allow- 
ifce of 30 rupees a month, and of dry food from the palace, and 150 rupees a 
!ar for clothing, until 1833, when the last item was stopped; that from the 
(f^,iime of the divorce until the Nawab’s decease, he had no intercourse with her, 

;'^nd that she was not admitted to see him in his last moments; and so generally 
Ij^as it understood that her relations with the Nawab had ceased, that when the 
^j^ftdies of rank at court paid visits of ceremony at the palace, on the Nawab’s 
‘ * icease, to condole with his widow and family, this mark df respect was uot 
d to Padshah Begum, nor was she put forward as the Nawab's widow until 
! united witli the Bukhshee in opposition to your petitioners. Your said 
iptitioncr, Meer Jafur Alice, further objected to the claims of Meet Moeenoudeen 
’'^han and Kurarooden Khan, that they never constituted a part of the Nawab’s 
Hfemily in his lifetime, anJ that they were not the legitimate male kindred of the 
ijute Nawab. 

Your said petitioner objected to the latl Meer Shurfodeen, that even by the 
■'Mahomedau law he could not be entitled to any*share of the estate, and to the 
claim of Abdool llehman, that they were not interested in the division of the 
residue of the estate, but could only be creditors thereon if their claims were 
admitted, which, however, for several suffici^t reasons, your petitioners sub¬ 
mitted ought to be wholly disallowed. » 

All the several claimants werp British subjects residing in and near Surat, 
within the territories subject to the government of the East Indh} Company, 
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and, exeeptuHi of ^w.^aid pe^itboeri Meer Jafdr AUe%:aad fais 

dcutghtera and i»omer-in*law trad Padatwb bad^^ 

* pacing (tf th« aaid Act, been subject in iR to the oi^inarjr JuriadM^cm 
of ibe court of justice. .s'. 

The agent of the Government idves^ated such several claims iil a judicial 
manner, and after hearing such evidence as was adduced before him, arid the 
arguments on behalf of yoiir petitioner's and the other elaiioant^ respectively, oh 
the 8th of August 18S2 made his award or decree thereon, which, after Stating 
the claims preferred before him, and adverting to some of the aigumeaita urged 
in support of them, proceeded as follows 

“ Without any modern precedent for the case of an ind^endent sovere^ 
divested of all territorial possessioa living with uncontrolled authority over nis 
relations and dependents in a foreign country, we can compare it only with tibe 
case of King Edward, who, wlienret^ning through France from the Holy Lhnd, 
was allowed, after solemn discussion iiefore the Parliament of Paris, to •ha'^e 
jurisdiction even in France over his servatrii} who while in Paris embezzled some 
silver, and was apprehended by the French attihorities, and from which it niight 
be inured that he would have been allowed jilKi^ctioa over the property as 
well as lives of his subjects in his train, and tbit hiApwn pr<^rty, had he died 
in France, would have been disposed of according to hisTWJJB aid not tlie French 
law ; or the Nawab might perhaps be held to resemble an\aiibassador who is 
exempted absolutely from all allegiance and all re8poBsiWity‘'^‘> tlie laws of the 
country to which he is deputed and in which he resides, being\C<>i*idered even 
while residing witiiin a foreign state as living in bis own countryratainiug his 
original domicile, and his attendants, personal cfl’ects, and domes'ric servants 
being under his protection, and equally exempt from foreign jurisdictio.”i though 
the immunity allowed to ambassadors and their suites is sustaineq\ by the 
interests and courtesy of nations, and rdidered requisite for .negotiat'j'^tis and 
friendly intercourse, and therefore rests on a different basis from the iiAtmunity 
granted to a foreign potentate, either travelling through or residing in a'^fCign 
country. Let us then,^ without too nicely inquiring into the causes, foUi'O''^ *be 
principles of these cases, and tljoiigh the Nawab was resident within the 
territories, let us apply to the distribution of bis property that law to whitn'b be 
was subject. We Know of no rules or code of laws laid down by liiin foj^ ^be 
government of his household and relations, and wc must therefore conclude ^*bat 
hi« own will was the only law that he obeyed, and in tlisposing then of his p^*^® 
perty we must strive to ascertain what that will was.” The agent then pr'®" 
needed to notice tlm grounds of )'our petitioner’s claim in detail, and advertu**S 
to some doubts , cast on ^he I’euuineuess of the documents wliicb passed on ti*!*® 
marriage of your petitionpj Moer Jafur Alice,, stated, “ It is, however, a inatt^'^ 
of very little moment whether these documents be genuine or not; the discover J 
of them at this late day in the handwriting of {leople now aliv e who did ndif*' 
mvmtion them when the former inquiry was going on seems strange, hut everi‘ 
admitting them to be gemuuc they prove nothing, for though the Nawab h 
Ufziiloddeen may in 1853 have held out hopes to Surfaraz Allee, and the latter r 
may have entererl into a treaty of marriage with the Nawab on the understand- h 
ing that he was to make a will leaving the succession and inheritance to his t 
son-in-law, still as" the Nawab was guided only by his own will and plea8ure**« 
and there is no written will producctl on the subject, we must conclude that, the' 
Nawab altered his intentions or made some other arrangements, ajid that these^' 
arrangements or aUerations, whatev-m" they were, were agreed to or submitted to®', 
by his 8(»n8'in-law'. It is however urged, that the Nawab's confirmation of his “ 
intentions is pfcved by a letter from him to Surfaraz Alee t,19), dated 20th \ 
March 1834, wliich he wites;”ttud after adverting to several documents which 
the agent was pleased to deem intmatcrial, he remarked, “ A letter dated the 
5th February 1841 (hereinbefore set forth) is worthy of more consideration; it 
is written by tite Nawab to Meer Surfaraz Alee, informing him that he had 
placed Meer Jafor Aleu’s sou, Mecr Aniorodeen, on the musuud, ami the whole ,d 
of my establishment liave made him presents on the occasion, and according to (i, 

the custom of my ancestors I liavc given him the drums, Ac., and at the desire 
of his parents 1 liave appoiuteii him my successor. The authenticity of this . 
letter, as well as tlie other documents, is contested by the opposite parties, but !“ 
there is no^feasou why tjiey should not have admitted it, so opposed as it is, as 

Meer 
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Meef Kuroroden point* wit *9), to the ttm* under which MeetJafar 

Alee wcalA contend the RiaiT^e* wem oontraeted.*’ 

«In 1830 Nujeebnl-niBBa Begutn (Uikbur AlWa whe) died and left no children, 
so that Bukthyarool-nissa Begum, Meer Jafur Alee’s wife, was at this time thd 
Nawab'a only child. The Nawab had promised (19) to mahe his sons-in-kw his 
8 Uoce|sors. One, the elder, could no longer be so, and the younger bud every 
right to eapectthat the Nawab would fulfil his intentious towards him; but 
nntwd. of that, this letter would show that the Nawab had no intention of 
making his son-iii-kw, but his grandson, lu’s successor, and that it was his 
daughter and son in law’s wish that he should do so. This, allowing it to be 
genuine, is the only proof we have of anything actually done by the Nawab in 
nirtberanee of his intention to appoint a successor, and that this was a grave and, 
deliberate act requires confirmation, as we do not find that tlie proceeding was 
ever qpmmunicated to the agent, or any public notice whatever taken of it, for 
Atamram (96) states that none of the gentry of tlie city were invited or attended 
the meeting. The child, however, died .before his grandfather, and of what 
after, that were the Nawab’s intentions, we have no proof. We have the 
evidence of witnesses that he looked upon Meer Jafur Alee as his son, but we 
also have evidence that the Nawab was entirely in Mahomed Alee Beg and 
Futch Mahomed’s power, and would not, when on his death-bed, allow Meer 
Jafur Alee to sit near him. (I was in attendance in the Nawab’s palace when he 
was ill, and went and saw him two or three times. I and Jafur Alee were toge¬ 
ther. The Nawab would not allow any one but Mirza Mahomed Alee Beg and 
Futch Mahomed and other Kidmutgars to sit near him. He would not allow 
Jafur Alee.) So that when we find the Nawab made no will, and instead of ap¬ 
pointing his son-in-law as he promised his successor, he at son-in-law’s request 
appointed his grandson, and on that grandson’s death, neither renewed his pro¬ 
mises to his son-in-law nor made the will he promised, we cannot conclude that 
the Nawab meant that son-in-law for whom a will appeared to be requisite to 
constitute him heir, to be his heir without one ; but the more rational conclusion 
to arrive at appears to be, that disappointed in heirs male Imth of his own and 
his daughter’s, and conscious that his digt>ity as Nawab must become extinct at 
his death, he made no will or expression of his desire how his property siiould 
descend, but left it to follow that course wliich the law or ruling authority might 
prescribe. And this appears the more [irobable and reasonable, since so long as 
the Nawabship and pension remained, there was some one for the whole family 
to look up to; but when these failed, iherc would be no head to provide for the 
other members of the I'anjily, and each must thenceforth depend upon his own 
exertions. The position, therefore, assumed by Meer Jafur Alee, that the Nawab 
retained to the day of his death his resolution to make his son-in-law hiS heir, 
is not proved. Nor is it shown wiiat the Nawab’s inte/itions were with regard 
to his property. Having thus found that !iis own will and pleasure, the only 
law to which the Nawab was subject, liavc not prescribed any rules for bis in- 
lieritiince, we must next see whether any particular custom (if inheritance was 
preordained in the family ; whether, as urged by Jafur Alee (Pain. 46, 280, and 
107), the custom of the family was neither to divide nor to receive inheritance 
with any relations. This being a negative position, the onus of proof of course 
rested on those who asserted the affirraativi!.” The agent thoij sta^d at length 
his view of the evidence adduced in support of it, and found tliat the custom of 
the family had not been established. He further proceeded as follotvs:— 
“ Having thus seen there were nd municipal laws to \vhich the Nawahs waire 
subject, nor any peculiar custc^m existing in their family, it remains to be seen 
to what law the distribufioi^ of the property ainotig the Nawab’s family' is to be 
subjected. The general rule is, that personal projierty should be distributed 
according to the Law of the Domicile ; while to the inheritance of real property 
the lex’ loci is alone applicable, 'fhe Law of the Domicile (of the Nawab’s 
palace), we have seen, does not exist except in the ^Nawab’s pleasure alone, and 
wliat his pleasure was in this case he has not recorded, even in tlie most informal 
manner. The real property then, we may safely say, would follow' the law 
of the land, for thou^ we might, had any Iftw of the Nawab’s palace b?en forth¬ 
coming, have raised the question whether the lex loci was to be strictly applied 
to the real property, still no such laws existing, there is no ground for raising 
any question at law. That projjerty must then be dividetl accorr^ng to the 
Mahomedan law, and as we can find no other law or rule applicable to the 
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CorreiMiidfiice persoi^l property^ there doee aot appear aay reason wJiy that also eboalt^ not 
^ follow the same lawt the religious law of the deceased. It was soaght on the 

Board of Cmtroi. examination of jMoonshee Eootfolla lUtaB (fifl), to prove that tiie tete 'Mawab 
could not be held to be a Mussaimait. (To aH ai^iearaBce the Nawab was not 
a Mussulman ; I never saw him at.prayers. I never saw a beard on his face. I 
have heard him abusive on religious subjects, but I do not know what he might 
have been in bis heart. The Nawab when attending prayers at the Bed, never 
bowed himself to tlic ground, and used‘s to talk while they were at prayers; I 
have heard, that the Nawab was called a Syud.— (Lootfolla Khan*s Evidence.) 
His conduct has been shown to have been in many points, and on some occasions, 
contrary to the strict rules of that feith, and it is therefore contended that the 
Mahomedan law is not applicable to the case of his inheritance. The Nawab 
was a Syud, and Meer .tafnr Alee married into his family; as such be was 
buried as a Mossulman, and in subjecting men to the laws of their faith it is 
not necessary to inquire wliether they are observers of the strictest rules of rt, or 
merely nominal conformers witli it; .the rule is the same for tlie one as for the 
other. If any other mode of disposing of the property except by .Mahomedan 
law was pointed out, the fact of the Nawab being but a heterodox Mahomedan 
might have some weight, but in the absence of all semblances of other laws or 
customs to guide the distribution of the property, and with the law of the land 
in which the real property is situated indicating the Mahomedan law as the rule 
to which that portion of the inheritance should be subjected, we are constrained 
to adopt that as the law which should govern the personal property also.” The 
agent further decided that Abdool Rehman and the other persons claiming 
througl) Ftikroon-nissa Begum, the wife of Haffizoodecn, the late Nawab’s 
grandfather, and Meer Sutfodeen, claiming through Meedina Begpm, the 
sister of the said Haihzooden, were not entitled to any siiare in the estate of the 
late Nawab. The agent having found on review of the evidence which had been 
taken before him, that the last Nawab was duly married to his two widows 
Padshah Begum and Amerool-nissa Begum, that your said petitioner Meer Jafur 
Alee’s late wife Bukhtyarool-iiissa Begum was the legitimate daughter of the 
late Nawab ; that the claimants Meer Mooeenodden Khan and Meer Kumrooden 
Khan, were his lawful collateral male relatives, concluded his award or decree 
as follows: “ The widow’s child and great grandfather’s brothers great grandsons 
are alone considered heirs, and entitled to inherit according to the Mahomedan 
law, and they are entitled to share in the following proportions; the daughter is 
entitled to one-half of the property, the widow's are entitled to one-eighth 
between them, and the residue will go to the other two heirs in equal propor¬ 
tions. It is therefore decreed that the property be divided into 16 shares, 
and of that eight shn’ r« are awarded to Meer Jafur Ali Khan on behalf of his 
daughters. One share t| awarded to Padshah Begum, one share to Amerool- 
nissa Begum, and three shares each to Meer Mooeenoodeen Khan and Meer 
Kumroodeeu Khan.” 

Your petitioners being much aggrieved by the tenor of this award, your 
petitioner Meer Jafur Alec addressed to Mr. Malet, as Chief Secretary to the 
Government at Bombay, a letter dated the 22d of March 3 86.S, deprecating and 
objecting tc^he said award or decision on various grounds, to which letter your 
petitioners at the proper time will crave leave to refer, and the said letter con¬ 
cluded as follows: “ Whichever of the three rules above suggested be adopted, 
my claim can alone he .supported. If the marriage contract be proved, it is 
clear it would g|ye me a title superior to a mere exercise of will, and one 
resulting from a legal obligation. It the evidence of the Nawab’s intentions be 
examined, there can be no reasonable doubt that hi§ daughters and sons-iii-law 
and their issue, were the. sole objects of his bounty j but if that evidence be 
defective, and ^e Government, assuming the position of the Nawab, ask their 
consciences tlie question whether, if the Nawab eould now be appealed to, to. 
name the object on whom He would have wished bis wealth to devolve, the 
answer would not he in favour of his own offering, and not a distant member 
of the family, to whom he owed nothing of affection or of gratitude, and from 
whom when alive he was estranged, the Govemment are surely bound to ap¬ 
propriate the late Nawab’s property in that manner which would have been most 
acceptable to his own frelings, and would merit his approval and sanction if he 
were aliv®^ Iii atiswer to the letter last mentioned, Mr. Malet wrote to your 

petitioner^ 
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petittoner Meer Jafur Ake the following letter, dated the 31st of July 1863. 
“ Sir,—In answer to your two letters dated 22d of March 1'883, 1 am directed 
by the Right htmourable the Governor in Council to refer you to the acting 
.A^nt for die Right honourable the Govomor at Surat, who will communicate to 
you tb» decision of Government in the matter therein represented.” 

On the 27th July 1853, H. Hibbert, Esq., the acting Agent for the Right 
honourable the Governor at Surat, wrote and sent to your petitioner, Meet 
Jafur Alee, the following letter:—“Sir, I am directed by the Right honourable 
the Governor in Council toi inform you that on full consideration of the appeals 
preferred by yourself on behalf of your two daughters anil your mother-in-law, 
Ameer-ooUnissa Begum and the other claimants on the property of his Excel¬ 
lency the late Nawab of Surat, against the decision passed by Mr. Frere, tiie late 
Agent, Government has, under section 2 of Act 18 of 1848, adjudged the 
succession to the said property in the following shares: the Nawab's two 
grand-ilpughters, Kuhecmoul-nissa Begum, 4-18tbs; Zeeaool-nissa Begum, 
4-16ths; the Nawab’s two widows, .Padshah Begum, 1-16th; Ameerool-nissa 
Begum; 1-16th; the great-grandsops of the late Nawab’s great-grandfather’s 
•brother in the male line, Meer Moyenoden Bukshee, 3-16ths; Meer Kumrouden 
Wullud, 3,1 etlis. Second, with reference to the above, I request you will be good 
enough to attend, lyther in person or by vakeel, at my office, on Monday next 
the 1st.proximo, at 12 o'clock a. m. precisely, as I should wish to consult you 
regarding the best mode of distributing the property in question amongst those 
to whom it has been awarded.” 

Your petitioners are advised and humbly insist that a valid and binding 
contract was entered into on the occasion of tlie marriage of your petitioner 
Meer Jafur Alee, by which contract the succession to the estate of the late Nawab 
ought to be determined; that there was a valid and subsisting law, a custom of 
the family of the late Nawab of Surat, which had been repeatedly acted upon, 
whereby the other claimants to the estate and effects of the late Nawab were 
excluded from taking any share thereof, or participating in the succession thereto; 
and that, independently of these special considerations, ^our petitioner, Meer 
Jafur Alec’s wife as the sole issue of the Nawab, at the time of nis decease, was 
alone entitled upon principles of natural justice and right to the whole of his 
estate, to the exclusion of the Nawab’s remote kindred, who did not in his life¬ 
time constitute any part of his family, and were never recognised by him as 
entitled to participate in bis estate; and your petitioners are further advised and 
humbly insist tiiat Padshah Begum, who claimed as one of the widows of the 
late Nawab, having been divorced by him in his lifetime, formed no part, of 
his family at the time of his decease, and was not entitled to any share in his 
estate, and that Meer Mooceuodeu Khan and Meer Kumrooden Khan were not, 
even by the Maliomeiian law, legitimate collateral relations of the late Nawab, 
entitled to shares in his estate, and that the ad judication of the Right honourable 
the Governor of Bombay in Council, as promulgated in the letter of Mr. Hibbert ’ 
of the 27th of July 1853, is erroneous and ought to be reversed. 

Your petitioners are further advised and humbly submit, that your Majrsty’s 
Privy Council is the only tribunal to which your petitioners can appeal against 
the judgment of the Governor in Council of Bombay; and your petitioners 
show that from all decisions of a similar character, passed by the Government 
in Council, in regard to the property of persons of rank in western India, an 
appeal is referred as of course to the Judicial Committee of your Majesty’s 
Privy Council, but in consequence of the Legislative Conncil having, as your 
petitioners believe, entirely om*itted to take into their consideration, in framing 
the Act hereinbefore stated, the right which your petitioners possessed of appealing 
to your Majesty in Council, your petitioners are by the construction which 
has been pat upon that Act by the Judicial Committee of your Majesty’s Privy 
Council, nuable to submit this appeal to their Lordships without the exjircss 
order of your Majesty in Council. 

Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that your Majesty will be most 
graciously pleased to take the case of your petitioners into your Royal 
consideration, and that inasmuch as your Majesty’s prerogative CMnot be 
affected by the said Act of the Legislative Council of India, your Majesty 
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mU be graciousfy pleased, in fhe ex&rcm of year Boyd pren^tiv^ to 
refer the matter of ffl/s pdtftioa to tbe Jadkial CoatmiHee ofyomrlmjdty's 
most honoarable Privy Council, ra order that your Majesty may be adviaed 
as to wfaat right and justice require, and that your Majesty will be pleased 
to order right and justice to be dune in the premises acoordiogty, and 
that for the purposes aforesaid all necessary directions may be tinven for 
transmitting to the clerk of your Majesty's most honourable Friyy 
Council copies of all notes or records of any evidence taken by, and 
documents produced to.orMd before the said Mr. Frere,and of all other 
proceedings before the said Mr. Prere and the Governor in Council of 
Bombay, relating to the matters in question, or that your Mmesty wHl 
be most graciously, pleased to grant to your petitibners such mrther or 
other relief in the premises as to your Majesty shall seem meet. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, &c. • • 

(signed) Jqfiif Alee. 


Meer Jafur Alee Khan to the Secretary to the Board of Commissioners for the 

Affairs of India. 

Sir, 1ft, Warwick-road West, 16 July 1860. 

I HAVE the honour to hand over to you, for the information of the President 
^ of the Board of Control, a copy of a letter* which I liave this day addressed to 
the Court of Directors of the Honourable the East’ India Company, soliciting 
that the claims of my daughters, recently discussed before Parliament, may be 
referred to the Judicial Committee of Her Majesty’s Privy Council. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Jq/ur Alee. 


The Secretary of the India Board to Meer Jafur Alee Khan. 

Sir, India Board, 17 July 1856. 

I AM desired by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, transmitting a copy of a letter 
wWcli, on the same day, you addressed to the Chairman of the East India 
cJhpauy, respecting your claims to the stipend and the property possessed by 
the late Nawab of Surat. 

The President of this Board thinks it right that you should be informed that 
he does not acknowledge in any way the accuracy of the statement contained in 
your letter; nor does he consider that it fulfils or follows the course he recom¬ 
mended in the House of Commons. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) George Clerk 


Meer Jafur Alee Khajn to the Secretary to the Board of Commissioners for the 

Affairs of India. 

Sir, 15, Warwick;road West, 18 August I860. 

I HAVE the honour to hand over to you, for the information of the Right 
honourable the President of the Board of Control, a copy of a letterf which I 
have addressed to the Court of Directors of the Honourable East India Company, 
again renewing my application, soliciting that the claims of myself and daughters 
may meet with their Ihvourable consideration and settlement. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Jafur Alee. 
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The Acting, Ameting Secretary of the India Board to Meer Jafur Alee Khan. 

, Bir, lodia Board, aa Augusf 18Se. 

I Ati‘de$ired, by the Commissioners for the Affiiirs of India, to acknowledge 
the receipt of your Jetter of the 18th instant, transmitting a copy of a further 
appli^ion made by you to the Court'of Directors of the East India Conijiany. 

I have, &o, . 

(signed) ^ C. H. C. Plowden. 


Meer’Jafur Alee Khan to the Right Honourable the President of the Board of 
Commissioners for the Afl'airs of India. 

.15, Warwick-road We.«t, 

Right honourable Sir, 19 December 1856. 

I HAVE' the honour to forward herewith a petition to Her Majesty in Council ' 
in behalf of myself^and daughters, pn^ing that Her Majesty will grant us leave 
to appeal against the decision of the Governor in Council of Hoinbny, ordering 
the private property of the late Nawab of Surat to be distributed amongst us and 
certain other persons wliom, we are advised, and believe, havi; no right to 
participate in his estiite. 

It may be in your recollection that, in the last Session of Parliament, the 
Committee, to whom the Bill introduced by me was referred, reported in favour 
of the decisions of the Governor in Council respecting the Nawab’s estate being 
treated like those which the Governor in Council is aceustoiued to j)riss as ii 
judicial tribunal in other ca.ses; and, during the debates which subsequently 
ensued, no one dissented from this view; but, on the contrary, honourahle 
Members who seemed to express the sentiments of the Court of Directors entirely 
acquiesced in the propriety of remitting all questions regarding tlic Nuwab’s 
private estate to tlie Judicial Committee of the Privy Council as the ultimate 
court of appeal. 

Trusting, therefore, that it is unnecessary for me to adduct' at length the 
many cogent reasons which might be stated for the adoptioti of this course, I 
hope you will think it expedient and just to advise Her Majesty to mai^ the 
usual order granting leave to appeal, according to the prayer of the petition. 

In advertence to the letter of the 16th of August la.st, which I had the honour 
to addre.ss to the Honourable the Court of Directors, on tlu; subject of the claims 
of myself and my daughters to the pension of 15,000 1. a year arising from the 
treaty of 1800, I have received an answer dated the 20th of Novemljer Ia.st, 
signed by Sir James C. Melvill, Secretary to the Honourable the (’ouvt, of 
Directors, ofl'ering an increase of pension to myself and daughters from 52,800 
rupees to 1,00,000 rupees per annum. As the language of tliat.letler leaves it 
doubtful whether the 1,00,000 rupees is )o last during the three lives, and the 
life and lives of the survivors and survivor of them, 1 have requested from the 
Honourable Court an explicit answer on that point. 0,n learning that the in¬ 
creased pen.sion is to be enjoyed by the survivors and survivor of my self and my 
two daugliters, and on being acquainted by you that I am permitted to appeal 
against the decision a.s to the private projicrty, according to the prayer of tJie 
petition now handed up, I shall be prepared to accept the offer of the Honour¬ 
able Court in settjement of the claims of myself and family to the pension. 

, • 1 have, &c. 

(signed) Jafur Alee. 


n 2 


Corretpoadeoce 
triti the 

Board of Control. 
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CorrMpondenco 
with (he 

Board of Cooiroi. 


Meet Jafiir Alee Khaa to the Right Honourable R. Vernon Smith, m. p,, 
President of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India. 

16, Waraick-road 

Right honourable Sir, .31 February 1867. 

On the 19th of December I had the hoqour of addressing and requesting you 
to be good enough to recommend Her Majesty to grant me leave to appeal to 
Her Majraty’s Privy Council agtunst the decision of Mr. Frere, ageirt to the 
Honourable the Governor of Bombay at Surat (a decision which none of the 
parties concerned were' satisfied, and appealed against it to the Honourable Court 
of Directors); and my consent to the increase of pension pffered to me by the 
Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Company, I made contingent 
upon such reference being granted. 

A period of two months have elapsed, and I have not yet heard of your deci¬ 
sion on my petition : my longer stay in this country would only entail larger 
expense upon me over the already large-sum I have incurred while here; 
without any hope, however, of recompense qy remuneration from any part. 
I have waited upon you several times to beg of you to hasten your decision 
on my petition, but invariably I received your reply that the matter was in 
Sir George Clerk’s hands, and I must communicate with hkn on the subject. 
Sir George Clerk has lately been in town, but I was so unfortunate as to miss 
him on every time I called to see him. I now assure you that I feel very sick, 
tired, and very miserable, remaining in this country, especially when 1 have 
nothing further to do; and 1 hope J am not trespassing too much upon your 
kindness and consideration in soliciting your early decision on my petition. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Jafur Alee. 


The Secretary of the India Board-to Meer Jafur Alee Khan. 

Sir, . India Board, 3 March 1857. 

I AM desired by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India to acknowledge the 
receipt of the letter addressed by you to the President of this Board on the Slst 
ultimo, and, in repl)', I have to refer you to the last pai’agraph of the letter 
wri to you, by order of the Court of Directors of the East India Company, 
with the sanction of >his B ard, on the 22d of December 1856, to which, so fur 
as the Board are aware, you have not yet returned an answer. 

I have, 

(signed) George Clerk, 


India Board,.20 March 1857. 


(signed) 


Wm. Leach, 
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copy oi the CoRnsaPONDENCs between Mier Jaffvr Ali Khan and the 
CoHSt-' of Directors of the East India Company, uid between the same 
and the Board of Commissioners for the AAnfra of India, respecting the 
Property of the late Nawab of Surat (in continuation of the Papers 
ordered on the 16th of March). 


Correspondence with the* Court of Directors and 
Board of Control. 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors of the East India Company'. 

Honourable Sirs, 

I BEo to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters of the 20th November 
and 23d December 1856, informing me that the Honourable Court of Directors 
is prepared to fix the stim of 1,50,000 rupees a year as a life pension for the 
family and dependants of the late Nawab; that the pension of the two widows is 
to be raised from 14,400 to 20,000 rupees a year each; that the servants 
and dependants of the late Nawab are to continue to enjoy their present pen¬ 
sions, and that the balance, to be fixed at 1,00,000 rupees (10,000 1.) is to be 
shared equally between myself and my two daughters for life, but to lapse to 
Government on the death of the survivor of the three grantees. It being clearly 
understood that the whole sum of 10,000 1. a year is to be paid unditninislied 
until the death of the last stirvivor of my two daughters and myself, tiie portion 
of each of the three passing on her or his death to the survivors or survivor; it 
being also understood that a sum of 20,000/. is, independently of the above, 
at once to be paid to me. # 

I have now to announce to your Honourable Board that, worn out as I am in 
this unequal and protracted struggle to obtain justice at the hands of the British 
GovernmenL I yield to necessity, and accept the above proposal; and 1 beg 
that your Honourable Court will send out instructions to the Government of 
Bombay to pay over to the Oriental Bank Corporation, Bombay, the sum of 
16,000 /. on my account, and the remainder 6,000 1. to be paid to me here for 
my expenses. 

As to the private property of the late Nawab, as your Honourable Court is* 

{ leased to declare that this is a question not for you, but for the Government, 
trouble you no further upon this point, and shall do what 1 best can to obtain 
redress elsewhere. , 

Ih conclusion, I beg that the Honourable Court will be pleased to order the 
present arrangement to take effect from the date of my letter, requesting recon¬ 
sideration of my claims, which is dated I6tk August last. 

I have, &c. 

16, Warwick-road West, Paddington, • (signed) Jafur Alee. 

80 March 1867. 


»3 


Kurl'.ier 

Corresponiler.co. 
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Further To Sir George RusseU Cierk, k.c.b., Secretary to the Board of Commissioners 
Cormpondenoe. for the Affairs of India. 

““ Sir, 

In compliance with your intimation contained in your letter dated the 2d of 
March, i have now the honour to enclose, for the information of the Right 
- honourable the President of the Board of Control, a copy of a letter dated the 
30th instant, whicli 1 have addressed to the Honourable the Court of Directors 
of the East India Company. 

I have, &c. 

15, Warwick-road West, Paddington, (signed) Jafur Alee 

31 March 1867. 


To Meer Jaffur Ali, 15, Warwick-road West, Paddington. 

Sir,. East India House, 17 April 1857. 

I AM commanded by the Court of Directors of the East India Company to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30tli ultimo, stating that you-are 
willing to accejit the terms of the an-angement with respect to the pension claimed 
by the family of the late N.awab of Surat, iiiliniated lo you in tlie Court’s letters 
of the 20th of November and the 23d of December 1856 ; and I am directed to 
inform you, in reply, that the Court, with the understanding that this is a final 
settlement of the (juestion, are prepared to send immediate “ instructions to the 
Government of Bombay to pay over to the Oriental Bank Corporation, Bombay, 
the sum of 15,000/.” ou your account, and to pay to you in this country “ the 
remainder, 5 , 0 i n being the balance oi' the sum of 20,000 /. which the Court, 
in their letter of the 20th of November, consented to pay to you “ in free gift,” in 
consideration of the “ expenses incurred by your residence in England, and with 
a view to assist you in making a further provision for your daughters on the 
occasion of th(!ir marriage.” 

With reference to the request contained in the last jiaragrapb of your letter, 
narntdy, “ tliat the Honourable Court tvill be pleased to order the prcisent arrange¬ 
ment to take effect from the date” of your “ letter of the I6th of August last,” 
requesting reconsideration of vour claims, I am directed to state that the Court, 
although it is usual t uv’-angements should take effect from the date of letters’ 
stating the acceptanw* ot Me decision, which, in your case, would be the 30t]i 
ultimo, consent to fi.\ the date of adjustment in the manner which you solicit. 

I am, &c. * 

(signed) James C. Melvill, Secretary. 


Political I.ETTER from the Court of Directors to the Government of 
Bombay ; dated 22 April 1857. 

Para. 1. We transmit to you herewith copies of correspondence with Meer 
.Taffur Ali of Surat, relative to the claims of the feraily of the late Nawab upon 
the British Government, under the treaty concluded with his Highness by Mr. 
Duucan, in the year 1800. 

2. With reference to the paragraph in the letter from our Secretary of the 
20th of November 1856, intimating to Meer Jaffur Ali our intention to pay to 
him, in free gift, the sum of twenty thousand pounds (20,000/.); and to our 
Secretary’s letter of April 17th, 1857, stating onr willingness to disburse, in 
accordance with his request, three-fourths of this amount in Bombay, we desire 
that you v»il] (.lace to his cr^it with the Oriental Bank Corporation the sum of 
a lakh and a half of rupees (Cfo.'s Rs. 1,60,000). 

3. We 
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3. We desire also that you will issue the necessary orders for the payment of 
the pensions granted to the family of the late Nawab, in the manner set fortlt in 
the letters of the 20 th of November 1866, and the 17th of April 1867, to the 
address of Meer JatFur Ali. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) Ross D. Mangles, 

London, 22 April 1857. F. Currie, 

&c. &c. 


Further 

Correspondence* 
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RETURN 10 an Order of tFie Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated l8 May 1857 •,—for. 


COPY “ of Minutks of the Members- of Council of the Government of 
India in Consultation on Act XVIII. of 1848, relating to the Property of 
, the late Nawab of Surat.” 


East India House,1 
sift May 1807. J 


JAMES C. MELVILL. 


(Sir FitzRoy Kelly.) 


Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 

4 June iSs7. 
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COPY of Minutes of the Members of CouNcit of the Gorernment of India 
in Consultation on Act XVIII. of 1848, relating to the Property of the late 
Nawab of Surat. 


ExTRiV.CT Letter from the Government of India in the Legislative Department; 
dated 10 February (No. 5) 1849. 

* 

37. * The correspondence with the Government of Bombay on the subject of 
the administration of the estate of the late J'fawab of Surat, has been rejwrted 
to your Honourable Court from the Foreign Department. A legislative enact¬ 
ment being required for the purpose, and for continuing the exemption from the 
jurisdiction of the Company’s civil and criminal courts, of tlie widows and cer- 
tain of the relatives of the deceased, the draft of a law was prepared, which was 
in substance the s^me as that proposed by the. Government of Bombay, but it 
•was subsequently, after further consideration, much altered; amendments were 
made in sections 3 and 4; and sections 1 and 5 were constructed on the basis 
of Act 1. of 1844, in the analogous case of the family of the Nawab of the Car¬ 
natic. Noticing these change.s, the Government of Bombay took objection to 
the firk clause, remarking, that it was defective in not containing, as the 
original (Jause did, a provision as to tlic tribunal to which, in civil and criminal 
matters, the parties exempted from the ordinary tribunals should be amenable. 
Our (iolleague, Mr. Bethune, who recorded a minute* on the subject, stated that 
“ the practical operation of this enactment will be, that tlie Governor, or his 
Agent, will remon.strate with them (the privileged parties) in all cases of wrong¬ 
ful acts, and, if necessarj', enforce restitution or amends by the threat of 
allowing the law to take its course against them.” The difficulties of the original 
section are also pointed out by Mr. Bethune in his minute. 

38. The dates fixed in clauses 3 and 4 were also objected to by the Bombay 
Government, but no reason wsis apparent to doubt the soundness of the 
amendmjnts. 

39. Section it was observed, was useless, and might hereafter prove mis¬ 
chievous, by giving rise to an unfounded idea that any part of the treaty 
survived after the death of the Nawab. This st'otion was worded as follows: 

“ This Act shall not be construed to restrict the operation of the said treaty, 
and, inde])endeutly of this Act, the said several persons shall be entitled to claim, 
maintain, and enjoy any privilege to which, by virtue of the said treaty, they 
or any of them may be entitled.” 

Mr. Bethune explained, that he had only proposed the above section by way 
of protestation that the Act was not an infrijigement of any engagement for¬ 
merly entered into by the Company. The section wa.s omitted, as there 
appeared to be some weight in the objections taken against it. 

40. The draft, thus remodelled, was passed into law, m the 2GtU August, as 
Act XVlIl. of 1848. 

41. Among the papers will be found two communications from Meer Jafur 
All, the son-in-law of the late Nawab of Surat, soliciting a modification of the. 
clause whi(;h proposed to empower the Governor in Council of Bombay to 
administer to the effects of the late Nawab, and to provide that no act of that 
Government in respect to such administration should be questioned in any court 
of law or equity. 

42. Meer Jafur Ali considered that the wording of tl^s section would prevent 
the Agmit at Snrat from investigating and deciding upon several very import¬ 
ant matters relating to the Nawab’s estate, which he was desirous of submitting 
to him for decision. He, therefore, solicited a modification of the section. His 
application was referred to the Government of Bombay, who explained that it 
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Act. No. XVIII. 
of 1848. 
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Estate of th« late 
Nawab of Sural, 
and to continue 
privileges to bis 
family. 


• Dated la August 
1848. 
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was their iatention, on the passing of the Act, to empower the Agent at Surat to 
summon all parties who claimed to participate in the late Nawab’s estate, and, 
after full inquiry, to adjudicate their respective claims, consulting on all points of 
law the Mahomedan law officers of greatest repute. It was further explained, that 
the Agent’s decisions would be subject to the confirmation of Got’emment, and 
that all appeals against those decisions would be entertained, and finally decided 
by Government; and that after the proceeds of the estate had been thus dis¬ 
tributed, all future cases of dispute, with the exemptions noticed in the Act, 
would be subject to the jurisdiction of the ordinary tribunals of the country. 


No. 44 of 184/. 

Letteb from A. Malef, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bombay to 
G. A. Bushby, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 

Sir, 

With reference to my letter to Sir F. Currie, dated the 10th October 1846, 
No. .3,39,1 am directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to transmit, 
for the consideration of the Honourable the President of the Council of India, 
the accompanying draft of an Act, to provide; for the administration of the 
estate of the late Nawab of Surat, and for the exemption from the jurisdiction 
of the Honourable Company’s civil and criminal courts of the widows and 
certain of the relatives of the deceased. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A. Malet, 

Fort William, 1 September 1847. Secretary to Government. 


v 

Draft Act. 

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the primary administration of the 
estate of the late Nawab of Surat, Meer Ufzoolooddeen Khan, Kumrood, 
Dowleh Ushmut, Jung Bahadoor: and whereas the exemption from the juris¬ 
diction of the civil and criminal courts enjoyed by certain persons under the 
provisions of clause 2, section 21, Regulation 11. of 1827, and clause 2, section 
1, Regulation XI. of 1827, ceased and determined at the death of the said late 
Nuwab, and it is deemed desirable to continue such privilege to certain of tlie 
said pai'ties; 

1. It is hereby enacted, that the Governor of Bombay in Council shall be and 
is hereby empowered to exempt from the jurisdiction of the civil and criminal 
courts the widows and sucli of the present relatives of the late Nuwab of Surat 
as may to him seem proper, and to declare the persons so exempted amenable 
to the authority of an agent, whom he may apjtoint for this purpose. 

2. And it is hereby enacted, that it shall be competent to the Honourable 
the Governor in Council of Bombay to act in the administration of the property 
of whatever nature left by the late Nuwab of Surat, in regard to the settlement 
and payment of the debts and claims standing against the estate of the said 
late Nuwab at the time of his decease, and to the primary distribution of the 
remaining property among his family, and that all acts of the said Honourable 
the Governor in Council of Bombay in respect to such property, from the date 
of the demise of the said late N uwab, shall be held to be valid, and not liable to 
be questioned in any court of law. 

3. And it is further enacted, that the limitation of time for filing claims in 
the civil courts, provided m Regulation V. of 1827, shall be held in respect to 
all persons who are exempted from the jurisdiction of the civil courts by the 
provisions of clause 2, sectiou 21, of Regulation II. of 1827, to commence from 
the 8th day of August 1842, being the date of the demise of the said late 
Nuwab. 

4. And it is further enacted, that deeds registered under the provisions of 
any Act*passed by the Governor-general in Council of India shall not, on the 

sole 
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«ole ground of priority of registration, invalidate deeds which may be duly 
registered wiliin six months from the promulgation of this Act, by any persons 
distinctly exempted under the said clause 2, section 21, of Reflation II. of 
1827, provided such deed shall relate to properly conveyed to the owner prior 
to the date of the demise of the said late Nuwab. 


Fort William.—Home,Department, Legislative, 5 February 1848. 

The following draft of a proposed Act was read in Council for the first time 
on the 5th of February 1848. 

. • Act No.-of 1848. 

Aw Act for the Administration of the,Estate of thfe late Nuwab of Surat. 

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the administration of the estate of 
the late Nuwab of Surat, Meer Ufzoolooddeen Khan, Kumrood Dowleh, llshmut 
Jung, Bahadoor: and whereas the exemption from the jurisdiction of the civil 
and criminal courts enjoyed by certain persons under the provisions of clause 2, 
section 21, Regulation II. of 1827, and clause 2, section I, Regulation XI. of 
1827 of the Bombay Code, ceased and determined at the death of the said late 
Nuwab, and it is deemed desirable to continue such jirivilege to some of the 
said persons; 

1. It is hereby enacted, that the Governor of Bombay in Council shall be 
and is hereby empowered to e.xempt from the jurisdiction of the civil and 
criminal courts the widows and such of the present relatives of the late Nuwab 
of Surat as may to him seem proper, and to declare the persons so excmj)ted 
amenable to the authority of an agent, whom he may apjioint for this purpose. 

2. And it is hereby enacted, that it shall be competent to the Governor in 
Council of Bombay to act in the administration of tlie property of wliatevcr 
nature left by the, late Nuwab of Surat, in regard to the settlement and pay¬ 
ment of the debts and claims standing against the estate t»f the said late Nuwab 
at the time of his demise, and to make distribution of the remaining property 
among bis family, and that all acts of the .said Governor in Council of Bombay, 
in resjwct to such property from'the date of the demise of tlie said late .Nuwab, 
shall be held to be valid and not liable to be questioned in any court of law. 

3. And it is further enneted, that the limitation of time for filing claims in 
the civil courts, provided in the said Regulation V. of 1827, shall be held in 
respect to all persons who are eXcmphal from the jurisdiction of the civil courts 
by the provisions of clause 2, section 21, of the said Regulation 11. of 1827, to 
commence from the 8th day of August 1842, being the date of the demise of 
th(‘ said late Nuwab. 

4. And it is further enacted, that deeds registered under the provisions of 
any Act passed by Governor-general in Council of India, shall not, on the. 
sole ground of priority of registration, invalidate deeds wluch may be duly 
registered within six months from the promulgation of this Act, by any j>ersons 
distinctly exempted under the said clause 2, section .21, of Regulation 11. of 
1827, ])rovided such deed shall relate to property conveyed to the owner i)rior 
to the date of the demise of the said late Nuwab. 

Ordered, that the draft now read be published for general information. 

Ordered, that the said draft be re-considered at the first meeting of the 
Legislative Council of India after the 5th day of Jlay next. 

G. A. Bushbtf, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 
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No. 162. 

Lbttsr from G. A. Bushby, Est;^ to the Gorernment of India m 

the Home Department, to A. Ma&i, Eaq., Chief Secretary to the Govera- 
ment of Bombay. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letters, Nos. 52 and 57, dated respectively the 22d 
October and 20th November 1847i. and enclosures, I am directed to forward, 
for submission,to the Honourable the Governor in Council, the accompanying 
draft of a proposed Act “ for the Administration of the Estate of the late Nuwab 
of Surat,” read in Council for the first time on this* date, and published for 
general information, and to request that his Honour in Council will favour the 
Supreme Government with any observations or suggestions on its provisions 
which ma}' a])pcar to be necessary. ^ 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, 5 Februarj' 1848. (signed) O. A. Bushby, . 

' Secretary to the Government of India. 


No. 44 of 1848. 

Letter from A. Alalet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 
G. A. Bushby, Esq., Secretary' to the Government of India in the Legis¬ 
lative Department. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Honourable the Governor in Council to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter. No. 162, dated the 5th ultimo, forwarding for any 
observations or suggestions which this Government may deem necessary, the 
draft of a proposed Act “ for the Administration of the Estate of the late 
Nuwab of Surat.” 

2. In reply, 1 am dt'sired to state, for the information of the Right honourable 
the Governor-general of India in Council, that the draft Act accompanying 
your hitter, being in substance the same as that forwardt^d with my communi¬ 
cation, No. 44, dated the 1st September last, no additional observations or sug¬ 
gestions occur to the Governor in Ckjuncil on the subject. 

I Imve, &c. 

Bombay' Castle, 6 March 1848. (signed) A. Malet, 

Chief Secretary. 


No. 66 of 1848. 

Letter from A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay', 
to G. A. Bushby, E.sq., Secretary to the Government of India. 

Sir, 

With reference to the draft “ Act for the Administration of the Estate of the 
late Nawab of Siirat," now before the Legislative Council of India, I am directed 
b)' the Honourable the Governor in Council to transmit to you, for submission 
to the Right honourable the Governor-general of India in Council, copy of a 
letter from Meer Jaffur Ali Khan, dated the 11th ultimo, soliciting a modifica¬ 
tion of clause 2 of the draft Act in question. 

2. In forwarding this letter, I am Erected to explain, that it is the intention 
of this Government, on the passing of the above Act, to empower the Agent for 
the Honourable the Governor at Surat to summon all parties who claim to par¬ 
ticipate in the late Nuwab’s efState, and, after full inquiry, to adjudicate their 
respective claims, consulting on all points of law the Mahomedan law officers of 
greatest repute. 

3. The Agent’s decisions will be subject to the confirmation of Government; 
and all appeals against those decisions wRl be entertained and finally decided 
by Government. 

* 


4. After 
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4. After the proc^ds of the estate have be«x thus distributed, ail future' 
cases of (U^te, vrith tlu ^eeaptions noticed iu Act, wiU be subject to tha > 
jurisdiction erf the ordinary trilwinals of the coufttry. 

5 , Under the above explanations, the Governor in Council does not consider 
any change necessary in the draft Act, as now framed. 

I have, &c. 

Bombay Castle, 10 April 1848. (signed) A. Malet, 

. Chief l^cretary. 


Letteu from Meer .Taffur Ali Khan, Bahadoor, to the Honourable * 
G. R. Clerk, Esq., Governor in Council, Bombay. 

•.Honourable Sir, 

HAyiNO observed in the public papers that an Act for the administration 
of the estate of the late Nabob of Surat "has been laid before the Legislative 
Council, 1 beg to call the attention oi' your Honour in Council to the 2d clause 
of the Act, which I am advised is so framed as to prevent the Agent at Surat 
investigating and deciding upon several very important subjects relating to the 
Nawab’s estate, vdiich 1 am desirous of submitting to him for decision. 

Being satisfied that it cannot be the intention either of your Honour in 
Council or of the Legislative Council to pass a law> for the purpose of debarring 
me from asserting what 1 believe to be my undoubted rights, and denying me 
even an appeal to the authority specially constituted under the Act to dispense 
justice, 1 beg to submit, for the consideration of your Honour in Council, the 
accompanying clause, in lieu of clause 2 of the Act; and I triist that your 
Honour will be pleased to recommend its adoption to the Legislative Council. 

I have, &.C. 

Bombay, 11 March 1848. (signed) Meer Jefur Ally Khan, 

liahndoar. 

That the estate and effects of the late Nawab, and the administration thereof, 
shall be exempt from the jurisdiction of the civil courts of justice, and shall 
be under the authority of the Agent to be appointed as aforesaid, but subject to 
the control of Government -, and that no action or suit shall be brought in any 
court of law for any act done by the .\gent, or other officer of the Governor in 
Council at Surat, since the decease of the late Nawab, respecting his estate or 
effects. 

(True copies). 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 


To the Right iionourable the Governor-general of India in Council. 

Tlie humble Memorial of Meer Jafur Ali Khan, Bahadoor, of Surat, on 
behalf of himself and Ameerool Nissa Begum, the Widow of the late 
Nawab of Surat, and of his late Excellency’s infant Grand-daughters, 
namely, Zeeaool Nissa Begum and Raheemool Nissa Begum, 

Sboweth, 

That your memorialist has learnt from the public papers that the draft 
of an Act for the administration of the estate of the late Nawaub of Surat, 
which was lately before the Legislative Council of India, providing that the 
Governor in Council of Bombay shall make distribution of the property left 
by the late Nawaub among his family j and that all acts of the said Governor in 
Council of Bombay in respect of such property, from the date of the demise of 
the late Nawaub, shall be held to be valid, and not liable to be questioned in 
any court of law. , 

2. That your memorialist, conceiving that these latter provisioiis of the Act 
will deprive him of his ju^ rights, respectfuQy submits to the consideration of 
your Lordship in Couium a statement of the dreumstances, which trusts will 
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induce your Lordship so to nio4^y the provisions of the iVct as to allow your 
• memorialist to obtain, at the hands of the Agent to be appointed under the dot, 
an equitable and impartial decision on every question respecting the estate 
of the late Nawaub which your memorioBst may desire to si^mit to his 
adjudication. ;, 

« , j. p . • 

3. That the late Nawaub, at the time of hisi.dOroi^e, left him surviving, 
Araeeroonissa Begum, and an only daughter, natai^ nBukhtyaroonissa Begum, 
since deceased, the late wife of yom: memorialist, and^<d!! 8 o i^notheV - lady named 
Padshah Be’gurn, to whom he had'also been married ; d f®w months, for 

some cause, disagreements haring ensued, he had',teen» inauy^j'^ars separated 
from her; and two fourth cousins, his distant relath!sns,*<^tnvpg through a 
branch of the male line; and while your memorialist dekhi^' tnab by tlie law of 
inheritance adopted by some of the Soonuec sect in IndiA, the f^irfh cousins of 
the late Nawaub would be entitled to a share in his est-itA, your;mt:niox’ialiqt is 
prepared to prove that it was an established enstom in the Nawaub’s family* lie* 
to divide inheritance with collateral kindred; and that this has not only in fafct 
occurred on several occasions, but that it was so declared by a solemn insteu- 
nient attested by the collateral relations of the Nawaub, and by those through 
whom th(^ fourth cousins, of the late Nawaub would now <daixn to share in his,,. 
estat«'. This document having been recorded in the agertcy, e.\ists in your, ^ 
memorialist’s possession ; and 3 'our memorialist respectfully stflimits, that sucli 
a custom with a prince not subject to the Regulations, liecaino in effect a law ’ 
concerning his own family, and that there is nothing whatever repugnant in 
such a law to the religious law of the late Nawaub, inasmuch as the inheritance 
of the property, in the absence of sons, is not regulated by the Koran in favour 
of collateral kindred; and that not only docs a large sect of tlie Mahomedans 
acknowledge the law of the Imaumees, by which the inheritance would expressly 
descend to a daughter, but many other numerous sects of Mahomedans, such fxs 
the Bohrahs, Maplasand llhojahs, disregard the Mahomedau law of inheritanc(i, 
and the usages of partietdur families have been recognised, as your memorialist 
has been informed, in Uie courts of justice; and your memorialist believes, that 
even in Mahomedan (amntries customs of inheritance jxrevail over the law 
whieli has been, handed down by writers whose authority, on points of civil law, 
is not a matter of religious belief, but j-csults from the necessity of referring to 
some standard of law, by which conflicting rights may be adjusted, where there 
is no other law known to the estate. 

4 . Your memorialist is not now seeking an immediate decision of your Lord- 
ship in C!ouneil on this very important question ; but he trusts that he has 
urged sufficient to induce you *>orit«lup not to declare, by an Act of the Legis¬ 
lative Council, that the estate of me late Nawaub shpll be divided without 
regard to the rights claimed by your memorialist and his family. 

5 . That, taken for granted that the rights of your memorialist’s latfi wife to 
inherit the Nfiwaub’s private estate should not be admitted, your memorialist 
respectfully submits that no just ground exists for the interference of the 
Honourable the Governor in Council, in the first instance-, in the administration 
of the private property of the late Nawaub; that that as well as other property 
having been taken from your memorialist’s possession in the manner described 
below, should now be restored to your memorialist, and that full indem- 
nifiqation should be made for the losses which have been sustained as hereafter 
stated. 

6 . That the late Nawaub, at the time of his death, left all his private and 
public affairs in charge of your memorialist. Upon the decease of his late 
Excellency, your memorialist, on behalf of his wife, the Nawaub’s daughter, 
managed the private immovable property left by her late father, and took charge 
of his immovable estate} and your memorialist was also in possession of several 
gardens aad houses, and other immovable as well as certain movable property, 
which had been derived from the Nawaub by gifts made at various periods in 
his lifetime; but about five months after the demise of the late Nawaub, in the 
month of December 1842. the Agent for the Honourable the Governor issued a 
public proclamation for the seizure of all the property of the late Nawaub, and 
under colour of it, not only took under his charge tlie houses, gardens and 
other immovable property of which the Nawaub had died possessed, but also 
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all the private immovable property of his widow and dauj^hter which had been 
at any previous period acquired by them through the late Nawaub. 

7 . Your memorialist, and those he represents, feeling greatly aggrieved at 
these proce^ings, but being assured that they were adopteil merely as a measure 
of security,' offered to the Agent security to account for all property in their 
possession, Und although ihe’Agent at first intimated his intention of accepting 
it, yet, when Sample security was tendered to him he declined to receive it ; 
and persisted in Sj^?ingVevery thing (without deliberate inquiiyO which he 
thought fit to'assumelfe^^gM to the Nawaub. 

8. Your iqeiiorifeifftet cannot better make manifest to your Loirdship in Council 
the manner injWlhcft ybur memorialist’s fiuuiiy were treated, than by quoting 
the letters received from the Agent for the Honourable the Governor. 

i On»the 2d of •Juher 1843 the agent wrote to the widow' and daughter of the 
• N^Vatib in the Fe’rsian language, to the following effect: 

■ , “• i do myself the honour of acknowledging yopr letter of the 22d llubee- 
. oos^nee 1259 a. h., with enclosed list of the effects of the late Naw-aub. Hut 
you have not, agreeably to my request of the 18th April last, furnished me with 
fa list of all the jtroperty, i.e., of every thing that his late Excellency at the 
'^ine of his demi^ left, wherever it may be; you have only sent me the list of 
<'ffects. It is hereby to ^be written to you, again requesting you to forward to 
me, without delay, in the course of two days, a statement of all gardens, lands, 
fees and rights of. every kind, and of animals, shops and houses, &c. On the 
items of the statement of the land, rights and fees and houses, you are to 
put remarks, showing the time and maiin^ of their coming in possession of 
his Excellency the late Nawaub. If you w'ill not send to me the statement as 
I requested in the time given to you, I shall have to adopt measures which will 
be un)jleasant to you.” . • 

On the 13th of February 1844, the Agent again wrote in Persian: 

“ To-morrow, on the 16th of February 1844, according, to the Honourable 
Government’s order, I will call at the palace to take charge of the property of 
his Excellency the late Naw’aub, whatever it may be. It is requisite that you 
should deliver them over to me ; should you disagree to this, and will not, in the 
space of one month give them in my charge, nothing shall be given to you from 
the pensions that are to be ordered by the Governor-general. The particplars 
of this have been communicated to Meer Jafur Alee Khan in mj' English 
letter, from which you will know the. whole.” 

9. Your memorialist and his brother having been presented, on their marriage 
with the Nawaub’s daughters, with a number of household effects, had for several 
years kept them in Dtiiya Mohal, which had belonged to the Nawaub, and had 
been presented by him to his wife and his daughters long before the marriage 
of the latter; but on your memorialist declinisig to surrender them t o the Agent, 
he addressed to your memorialist the following letter on the 5th of May 1845 : 

“ That in the house of Durya Mehal there are the effects belonging to the 
latt‘ Nawaub, to take an inventory of which is indispensable ; it is therefore to 
he written to you to send with ail expedition the keys of both the places that 
are with you.” 

To which your memorialist replied on the same day (the 28th of Rubeeoossanee 
1261 A. H.) in Persian, as follows: 

I Imve the honour to acknowletlge the receipt of your letter of the 5tli May 
of this year. No. 31., informing me that-tbere were, in the house of Durya Mehal, 
effects belonging to the late Nawaub, of which you .would take an inventor}', 
requesting me afrthe same time to send in the keys of the two places to you; 
to this it is to be replied, that there are no effect;^ of the late Nawaub locked 
up in the Durya Md^iai, but there are effects of the Doury, belonging to 
Nujeeboonissa Begum the late, and belonging to my late wife Buktyaroonnissa 
Begum ; this will be satisfactorily known to you by irmuiring of the managers, 
and by referring to the records, in which you will find a list of the effects; not¬ 
withstanding this, if it is your desire to have a list of them made, let persons on 
your part and mine unanimoudy make out one of the things ; there can be no 
excuse to act against the pleasure of Government." 
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And on the next day your inanonalist received a further crnnmuaioatton, as 
follows: , 

“ Your communication of the 28th Rubeeoosanee has been received (recapi¬ 
tulates), in reply it is to be stated, if you have the key of the place in question in 
your possession, .send it in to me ; if not, the officers of Government shall be 
ordered to open the place, and take an inventory of the things that may be therife; 
pray be quick in sending an answer to this.” 

To which your memoridist, on the ensuing day, sent the subjoined answer ; 

1 have the honour to acknowledge your letter of yesterday’s date, I repre¬ 
sented to you altteady declaring that tliere was no property of the late Nawaub 
in the Durya Mehal, excepting the effects of the two late Begums (as stated in the 
above letter), and that if it were your pleasure servants of yom- Government and 
mine might go together and take down the list; notwithstanding this, you direct 
that if the keys are not given, Government officers shall be ordered to open the 
j)lace to take down an inventory. I therefore repeat, that the effects do not 
belong to the late Nawaub, but they belong to the aforesaid two late Begums. 
If you require a list of the things to be made out, an officer on my part is ready 
to wait iqKm you, and 1 have no objection in taking down the inventory 
mutually.” 

And on the 12th of the same month the Agqnt for the Gofernor again wrote 
to your memorialist as follt)ws : 

I received your letter of the 30th Rubeeoossanee, on the subject of your not 
sending in the key of the place in lJurya Mehal, saying that there was no pro¬ 
perty of tlie late Nawaub there ; and in reply it is to be written to you, that I 
have ordered the native agent to* call to-morrow at the Durya Mehal, and to 
open the door of the place where the things in question are kept; and taking 
down an invontqfy of the sam<>, he shall bring it in my presence. You are 
hereby informed that ‘^boulcl you deem it necessary to send any person on your 
part to look over, yoii may do so,” 

To which letter ^ our memorialist replied on the 13th, as follows: 

“Your letter of the 12th instant. No. 30, has been receivetl (re-capitulates 
it), and in reply, with the utmost deference, I beg to state tliat the agent has 
no right upon Durya Melial, I now very reluctantly send tlie keys of the place 
to him, according to his very pressing and imperative request.” 

10 . Your memorialist, and the other members of the family of the late 
Nawaub, conld not but feel how inconsistent this treatment ai the hands of 
the Agent for the Honour’.c ti e .Goveriior was with the expression of the 
Honourable the Court of Diri'ctors, in their letter to your memorialist, under 
<late the 7th September 1844, in which the following passage occurs: 

“ While the ('ourt must decline any discussion respecting the ground of their 
decision against the claims of Bukhtyaroonissa Begum to inherit the dignity 
and stipend of the late Nawaub of Surat, they are, 1 am directed to state, most 
tlesirous that the relations and connexions of his late Excellency should be not 
only liberally provided for, but treated with the consideration due to the high 
rank of the family of which Meer Afzuioodeen Khan was the last male repre- 
sentatve.” 

11 . Your mexnorialist^ in order to avoid the .disgrace of having his property 
violently seized by the Agent, was compelled to comply with the Agent's 
threatening demand. It has recently been ascertained, and proved before the 
Agent and Judge of Surat, that a considerable portion of the .property valued at 
about 6,(KK) rupees was stolen by the peons selected by the Agent for its guard, 
in preference to its proper owners. The Agents having been r^featedly changed, 
were unable to ttike that personal care of it which your raemdri^ist would 
have done had it remainetl in his own custody. 

12 . The officers of Government, on assuming the management of the estate 
of the Nawaub, and that of the private property of the widow and daughter of 
his late Excellency, let them at whatever rents they thought fit, while they 
were not at the trouble of taking thsA care of the gardens and estates which 
was essentially necessary for their preservation, and a very considerable loss 
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has been in consequence sustained. Your tnelnoriaHst has not yet examined 
the accounts of the whole of the property, but rtie following is a brief sumiitary 
of the loss already sustained by your memorialist; 

13 . A village called Ooutyadra had been farmed out under a contract for the 
term of ten years, but the officers of Government rescinded* the contract, by 
which a loss of rupees four thousand five hundred ( 4,500 rupees) has been 
sustained., 

14. At the date of the proclamation under which the estates vtere seized, 
the arrears due from the farmers and tenants of the whole of ^e estates of the 
Nawaub and his family, of which information was given by yoW' memorialist to 
the Agent for the Honourable the Govemflir, and by the Deewan of the lato 
Nawaub to the subordinate officer (i. e.) the mamlutdar, amounted to rupees 
eighteen thousand three hundred and twenty-eight, and annas eleven; but the 
officers of Government were not at the trouble of collecting these arrears, and 
they may now be regarded as altogether lyst. 

15. -In comparing the accounts of the rents received by the officers of 
Govennent with those of the two years preceding the seizure of the property, 
it has been ascertained that there has been an annual diminution, amounting 
in five years to r^)ees seven thousand and one hundred and fifty-three, and 
annas seven, and pies nine (i?s. 7,153. 7-in addition to which, the rents 
having been colleetf*d by the officers of Government in Company’s Rupees, 
instead of the currency of Broach, in which they had been previously paid, 
a further loss of rupees one thousand seven hundred and fifteen, annas eleven, 
and pies seven {/is. 1,715. 11. 7-) has been ascertained on that account. 

1 C. The fruit trees and flowers in the gardens, from which a considerable 
revenue was derived, required a careful supervision, in order to compel tlie 
tenants to use, them according to the rules of gardening, and to ensure their 
being regularly and sufficiently irrigated ; but by the neglect of the officers of 
Government in that respect, a great number of valuable fruit trees and plants 
have withered, and been destroyed; and gardens which had been brought to 
maturity, and rendered productive at a greater exjjense, have been rendered 
comparatively worthless; hut it would require a careful examination of the 
gardens to»ascertaiu the extent of deterioration and diminution in value wliich 
have taken place in consequence of the seizure alluded to.. 

17- The proceeds of the late Naw.aub’s property, and that of the i)rivi(te 
property of his widow and daughters, since their seizure, has, as your nmmo- 
rialist believes, been received into the public treasury at Surat, and applie,d in 
payment of pensions to servants and dependants of the Nawaub’s, at the plea¬ 
sure of Government, when the money should have been inv(‘sted at interest, as 
proposed by your memorialist, for the benefit of the parties w ho may ultimately 
1>e found entitled to receive it, or the creditors of the late Nawaub might have 
been paid their debts from his estate alone; and your memorialist would 
submit, that if any of the cretUtors should have to. be paid interest on their 
debts, such interest should be paid by (iovermnent; and that for the suri>lus, 
five per cent, interest shouUl be allowed. 

18. That the Agent for the Honour.iblc the Governor having tliu-s possessed 
himself both of the property of the late Nawaub, and qf much of the piMperty 
of his familj% issued a proclamalion for all persons having any claims, to come 
forward and establish the same before him. UjTOn this, your memorialist, 
though respectfully protestirig against the course the Agent had adopted, and 
was then pursuing, by which persons were, in fact, incited to make claims on 
the Nawaub’s estate, and many dead and gone-by claims revived, submitted to 
the Agent statements of the rights and interests qf himself and family in the 
property which had been seized. 

19 . That the Agent for the Honourable the Governor having made such 
investigations as he thought fit into the affairs of the NLwaub’s estate, proceeded 
to Baroda, leaving all his papers and proceedings with Ardascer Dhunjeeshab 
Bahadoor, of Surat, who had formerly been the native agent, but between wliom 
and your memorialist considerable enmity then spbsisted; and your memori^ist 
has; reason to believe that Ardaseer Dlmnjecsliah Bahadoor forwarded to the 
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Agent comments upon your memorialist’s claims, in order that the Agent might 
prepare his report, which, after the lapse of some months, was sent by the 
Agent from Baroda to the Honourable the Governor in CJouncil. 

20. That your memorialist having, at the request of the Agent, produced to 
him certain jewels (which had been given by the late Nawaub to your memo¬ 
rialist’s son), in oirier that they might be identified by such persons whose 
statements the Agent desired to record, the Agent refused to allow your memo¬ 
rialist to take bJMJh his jewels, and they have been since detained from your 
memorialist, notwithstanding they had for several years previously been in your 
memorialist s pftsession ; and they were shown, by the most undoubted testi¬ 
mony, to belong to your memorialist as the heir of his deceased son. 

21 . That your memorialist, on the 4tli day of November 1846, received a 
letter from the acting Agent’s successor to the above-mentioned Agent Ibr the 
1 lonourable the Governor, an extract of which is as follows : 

“ No. 2.35 of 1846.—Political Department. 

“ I have the honour to communicate the decision of Government on the 
claims advanced by you for yourself, and on behalf of your children, to the 
private property of the late Nawaub of Surat, and upon the British Govern¬ 
ment. 

“ 2. Regarding the various claims which have been advanced by the relations 
of'the late Nawaub to share in the private property, the.se involve points of 
Mahoinedan law, and have been referred to the judges of the Sudder Adawlut, 
in order that it may be ascertained whether the claims are in conformity with 
Mahomedan law and usage in this part of India. 

“ 3. As respects the claim advanced by you on behalf of your tw'o infant 
daughters to succeed to the wakayanigaree fees, or town duties, and taxes on 
trades and professions, 1 am directed to inform you that the claim to the cou- 
tinunnee of these fee^ is untenable, and the payment of any sums formerly 
allowed to the late Nawaub in part compensation of these bucks, have been 
directed to be discontinued for the future; and all sums formerly granted by 
Government in compensation for any portion of these bucks, wiU cease to be 
paid from the date of his Excellency’s death. 

“ 4. Government have required a more detailed report in regard to the 
precise nature of the moghlai bucks held by the late Nawaub, and the decision 
on this claim will be communicated to you hereafter. 

“ 5. As regards the claim to the continuance of exemption from the juris¬ 
diction of the civil and crinut^al c« arts of justice undfr this Presidency, enjoyed 
by the relations and servants of the late Nawaub during his life, 1 am directed 
to inform you that this right ceased from the <late. of his death ; and that the 
exercise of the right which the Nawaub possessed to dispense justice, has also 
become extinct in any but the ordinary courts of justice. These courts must, 
therefore, take cognizance of all matters which, during the life of the Nawaub, 
and the recognition of his dignity, would have been exempted from their 
jurisdiction. 

“ 6. As, however, all contracts, and generally all money transactions entered 
into by his rekitions and dependents were not regulated by the provisions of 
the Bombay Code, since he was not hound in the exercise of his independent 
jurisdiction to adminisfer justice according tdf its enactments, and that, con¬ 
sequently, the law of limitation on the time for prosecuting civil actions (Regu¬ 
lations V. of 1827), and the Regulation Acts (Regulation IX. of 1827, and 
Act I. of 1843), were in operation, and unheeded by those over whom his 
jurisdiction extended. The immediate application, therefore, of the restrictive 
provisions of these enactments to persons who previously were exempted from 
the jurisdiction of the civil ahd criminal courts become amenable to the Regu¬ 
lations on the death of the late Nawaub, would necessarily prove prejudicial to 
those whose cause of action was of a date which barred the suit from being 
entertained in the court; this subject is now under the consideration of Govern¬ 
ment.” 

That it appearing to your memorialist that the private property of himself 
and his family was U* be disposed oi upon the Agent’s report, and that it was 

but 
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but reasonable that your memorialist should be allowed to know the grounds on 
which his rights and interests were to be determined, your memorialist applied 
to the Honourable the Governor in Council for a copy of the Agent’s report; 
but his Honor in Council was pleased to inform your memorialist that his 
request could liot be complied with. 

a 2 . That your memorialist, being thus uninformed of the principles on which 
it was proposed to administer the late Naw'aub’s estate; but it having been 
communicated to your memorijilist as above-mentioned, that the claims of j’our 
memorialist had been submitted to the judges of the Sudder Adawlut, your 
memorialist was desirous of furnishing some information iimsupport of his 
claims, when your memorialist was informed by the acting Agen^or the Honour¬ 
able the Governor, that your memorialist should himself submit the same to* 
the court; but your memorialist has been unable to discover how the infor¬ 
mation is to be submitted, or that the claims of your memorialist have been 
referred to the judges in such a manner as to enable them to form a t;orrect 
opinion on the subject; and your memorialist, therefore, trusts, that before 
any opinion of the judges of the Sudder Adawlut on the rights of your memo¬ 
rialist and his family is accepted as conclusive, youl* memorialist may be 
informed of the facts and drcumstonces laid before tliem for that opinion, and 
that your memorialist may have an opportunity of submitting whatever he may 
have to urge in support of his rights. 

23. lliat your memorialist considers that his daughters are seriou.sly aggrieved 
by the decision communicated to your memorialist in the letter above quoted 
resjjecting the fees invariably, i)revious to the afore-mentioned seizure, collected 
under the name of wakayanigarc'c fees, which your memorialist (ilaimcd in 
ht'half of his daughters. These fees have h«;en enjoytid by the family of the 
late Nawaub for nearly a century, and had been inherited by him on the death 
of his father, 20 years before his own decease. In consequence, however, of the 
heirs of an individual who had held the office of wakayanigaree about a century 
ago, preferring petitions to the Government of Bombay, laying claims to the 
fees attached to it, the late, Nawaub’s grandfather obtained a nominal sunnud 
from Delhi, conferring the office of wakayanigaree on the late Nawaub’s father, 
and on the cession of Surat in J800, the Hom)uraV>le the Governor Duncan 
confirmed the sunnud by endorsing ujion it, in his own handwriting, and 
recorded his own opinion on tha^subject, that it is apparent from the history of 
Surat, that at the time the sunnud was granted, the office of wakayanigaree, 
that is, a rccord(*r of the public courts of Surat for the use of the court at 
Delhi, had no existence, and that its <luties could not be discharged, a.s the 
court of Delhi had ccas^ to have any power at Surat, which had become 
tributary to the .Mahrattas, and the Government of Dellii was quite unaf)le to 
give effect to its sunnud, and which was merely resorted to as answer to the 
claims of the heirs of the person who had held the officci when it was in 
existence. 

24. Your memorialist further shows, in support of his claim, that in the year 

1830, the Government of Bombay being desirous that some of the wakayanigaree 
fees collected by the late Nawaub should be relinquished, (;aused an investigation 
to be made into his rights, and finally it was arranged that a part of the fees 
should be relinquished on the Government guaranteeing to him and his 
deswndants, from generation to generation, in both male and female lines, a 
fixed annual payment of rupees'three hundred and twdhty-five (325 rupees), in 
lieu of them; tons not only binding itself to this payment to the descendants 
of the late Nawab in perpetuity, but also acknowledging that the wakayanigaree 
fees were lus private property, to which he and his descendants, were entitled 
in peipetuity. Here your memorialist begs respectfully to insert the translation 
of the agreement passed between the late Nawaub and Mr. H, Borradaile, on 
the part of Government: * 

“ God is Great! 

“ The fees of the office of wakayanigaree of the aygust port of Surat have 
been perpetually fixed upon the workhouses and tribes, &c., by his Majesty the 
sliadow of God of old times o^ my ancestors ; they ore levied by my Sirkar. 
Being requested by the Sirkaa* W the Honourable Company, through Mr. Bdr- 
radaile, the custom master, that as at this time by the Sirkar of the Honourable 
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Cotnpsjay several ]di»ls of duties ktaving been re^nitted, for the fees of my 
Sirkar, that is, of the Nawaab Meer AfzuIoodeen Khan Kumititdowda Hushnaut- 
zung Bahadoor upon the tribes and mekats, &e., as detailed below, Goremmeat 
will pay in ready cash; also in these days an order from the Governor in 
Council, dated 7th December 1829, has been issued,, directing that the amount 
of 325 rupees (rupees three hundred and twenty-five) in ready cash, for this 
remission shall be paid to my Sirkar, generation after generation, in both male 
and female lines in peri)etuity by the Honourable Company, commencing from 
the 1st January 1830 A.». ; but in case the Honourable Company resume its 
taxes upon the grain, &c., which are now abolished, my fixed fees which are 
stopped on accdunt of the above remission shaU, according to the old custom, 
,be levied again by my Sirkar direct. The Government authority should there¬ 
fore attach his signature uj)on this, in order that there may arise no dispute 
respecting the amount of three hundred and twenty-five rupees, inoQkat or 
town duties upon the following articles, and places, and tribes ; 


“ Mangoes. 

“ Rice-beaters. 

“ Jewellers. 

“ Chintz and red clothes dyers, 
“ Copper. 

“ Jajcree. 


“ Cocoaniits. 

“ Dry fruits. 

“ Fish. 

“ Market for the sale of animals. 
“ Admiralty. ^ 

“■ Grain market. 


“Written on the 20th llujub 1245 A. H., corresponding with I6th January 
1830 A. according with the year Sumout 1886, the month of Po.shwud, anti 
Saturday. 

(In English). 

“ Presented to me on the i>art of H. E. the Nawaub of Surat by his Deewan 
Meetharaui Myaram, and assented tti, under the orders of 7th Detrembcr 1829, 
agreeably to arrangen. -Tvt therein sanctioned. 

(sigited) “ 77. llorradnile, 

“ Surat, 16 January 1830.” “ Acting Collector, Sea Customs.” 


25. And a further jjroof that these fees were always regarded a.s private 
property, j'our memorialist may adduce the fact, that four )'ears seven months 
before the demise of the late Nawaub, the thl%i Agent for the Honourable the 
Governor at Siu'at complained that the collection of the fees occasioned disputes 
betw'cen the serv'ants of Govei’ninei.t and the senants of the NaAvaub, and 
proposed that the fet-s should be valued, gnd that the Naw'aub should relinquish 
them^receiving their value lu reeny money; but thfl§Nawaub objected, on the 
ground that such an arrangement would be inconsistent with hi.s dignity and 
respectabilit}^ as the fees had been inherited from hi.s ancestors ; but he con¬ 
sented to give up the fees on receiving compensation in land, that it might 
devolve on his de.scendants as the fees would have done. Upon this the Agent 
consented,to give land in lieu of the fees, but while negotiations were taking 
place with regard to the jmrticular land to be given, the Nawaub died, and the 
negotiation came to an end. 

26. Tliat yotir memorialist not being informed of the ground on which the 
Government of Bombay declines to fulfil the engagement entered into with the 
late Nawaub, and deprives hi.s family of the projierty' which he and his ancestors 
posse.ssed for nearly a hundred years, can only infer that the Government avails’ 
itself of the omission of words of inheritance in the sunnud above noticed; but 
your memorudist begs to point out that it was not ’the practice of the Court of 
Delhi to insert words of iidieritanoe in sunnuds for office. One of the grantc^es 
of this kind, namely, the grand-daughter of Moolla Aboolfutteh, enjoys an 
immunity of this kind even^in this city up to this day; and that if the terms 
of sunnuds rather than the* circumstances under which property held at the 
time of the decay of the Moghul Empire are to be regarded, it is probable that 
all pi’operty acquired during the rule of the Kings of Delhi, ■(vould have to be 
restored to the possession of Government; but your memorifdist respectfully 
showetli that the fees in question were in fact levied independent^ of the Court 
of Delhi, and were enjoyed as the hereditary private property of the late 
Nawaub’s family for nearly a century, by the right <rf possession alone, with 

the 
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the acquiescence and sanction of the British Government since it obtained 
IH>s 8 ession of Surat. 

27 . That your meiriorialist has not been informed of the result of the 
inquiries of the Honourable the Governor in Council respecting the mooghlai 
bucks and fees mentioned in the letter above quoted; but your memorialist 
begs respectfully to observe on this head, that mooghlai bucks are a well known 
description of pnvate property in land held by many persons in Guzerat; and 
that your memorialist has never yet heard the least doubt cast upon the rights 
of the holders of property of that denomination to enjoy it as their own. 

28. That Ameeroonissa Begum, the widow of the Nawaub, on the I 8 th of 
November 1846, was informed by the Agent for the Honourable the Governor,, 
that a claim which she had preferred to the village of Oontyatlra, was not 
allowed by Government; and your memorialist has since received the following 
letttJi- "from the Agent for the Honourable the Governor, dated iith October 
1847: 

“ With reference to my Persian h'.tUu' to you of the 2 !>th ultimo, on the 
subject of the Wiigeefu village of Oontyadra, I am di^aired to inform you that 
Government has resolved t<j continue to withiiohi its recognition of the ssile of 
the sfiid village to his late Excellency the Nawaub of Surat; and that the Col- 
U^ctor of Broach has been directed, unless some rejiresentative of the original 
grantee be forthcoming, to claim the village as an esclieat to Government.’* 

Your memorialist is thus informed that Government contemplates apju'o- 
priafing the village to itself, tliough the village was aequireii by the widow and 
ilaughter of the late Nawaub under the following eireiimstances: 

2S>. In the year 1831, the village of Oerntyadra was purcliased hy the late 
Nawaub for his w-idow and daughters, and the deed of sale 'ny the previous 
owners of it was imide in favour of the Nawaub’s widow and daughters, and in 
thc-ir iiamc-s. It has been by your memorialist shown to the Agent, that Asiatic 
ladies, being generally unable to interfere in business, the rents of the village 
were received by the servants of the Nawaub, and were from time to time paid 
to the Nawaub’s widow and daughters for their private purse ; and it apjieareil 
that this purchase was at the time (communicated to Government, and that the. 
officers of Government had subseciuently received the quit-rent annually from 
the Nawaub’s servants, during ta period of 11 )'ears, the Government thus 
accknowledging the right of tlie Nawaiib’s family to the property as against. 
Governnu'nt. And your memorialist bedieves, that propcTty of a similar cha¬ 
racter and tenure is daily bought and sold in Guzerat, without Government 
possessing any right to sejzc it; (yliile, as regards the property in (£uestion, thtc 
purchase-deetl being in the name of the Nawaub’s widow and daughters, the 
Nawaub himself could have no claim on tlie property; his other relations 
therefore are out of the question entiredy. 

30. Your memorialist has thus briefly stated some of tlie jiroceedings of the 
late Agent for the Honourable the Governor, by which the descendants and the 
widoiv of the late Nawaub are to be deprived of their private property, mid by 
whi(di they would have been rediictcd to utter destitution if they had not been 
able to resort to the protection of your memorialist's father, whose rank and 
character had induced the late Nawaub to select yo.ur memorialist and bis 
brother as the husbands of his daughters, when Government declined to sanc¬ 
tion their alliance with the two princes of the Royifl family of Delhi; and 
'though the late Nawaub’s father had received the most solemn assurances 
from the British Government that “ his descendants from generation to genera¬ 
tion would be maintained by that Government which never failed in its engage¬ 
ments,” the descendants of the Nawaub were compelled to seek their support 
by borrowing money on the credit of your memorialist’s father. 

31. Your memorialist would not dwell upon the pain and vexation and loss 
of respect and reputation which has ensued from the proceedings of "the late 
Agent, some of which are above narraited, nor does your memorialist expect that 
your Lordship in Council will be able to afford him redress, or decide on the 
rights of your memorialist and his &uaiily in a summary manner, yoM memo¬ 
rialist well knowing that tljey require-' the cardul and patient investigation of 
some officer of Government, accustomed to the contideration of such questions; 
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but your memorialist trusts it will be sufficiently apparent to your Lordship in 
C'-ouncil, that no Act should he passed declaring that whatever has been done 
shall be deemed to be right, so that all inquirj' and redress, even at the hands 
of the Agent specially constituted by the Act to administer justice shall be 
denied to your memorialist. 

32. Your memorialist neither wishes that the rights of the family of the late 
Nawaub .should be tried in the native courts of justice; but he confidently 
relies on the sense of justice of the Government for redress for any complaint 
which he may desire to make; and. your memorialist therefore humbly prays 
that your Lordship in Council will be jdeased to alter the second clause of the 
draft Act, .s?) that the Agent may be at liberty to adjudicate on the claims of 
your memorialist and his family, in accordance with the principles of justice 
and right; and your memorialist respectfully submits for the consideration of 
your Lordship in Council the subjoined paragraph, to be substituted for the 
second clause of the proposed .\cts: 

That the estate and effects of the late Nawaub, and the administration thereof, 
shall be exempt from the juris(lic;tion of the civil courts of justice, nand shall be 
under the authority of the Agent to be appointed (as aforesaid), but subject to 
tin; consent of (jovernnient, and that no action or suit shall be brought in an)' 
court of law for an)’ act done by the Agent or other officer of the Governor in 
Council of Bombay at iSnmt, since the decease of the lat<! Nawaub, respecting 
his estate and effects. 

And your memorialist, as in duty hound, will ever pray. 

Surat, Palace of the Naw aub, (signed) Jaf’er A lee. 

14 April 1848. 


Mini ie by the Honourable J. E. D. Bethune. 

Nawab of Surat, Tills is an anomalous case, in which my prevdous experience furnishes me 
E-atate and I'amilv. vvitll 110 guide. 

1 have not before me the treaty of 13th May 1800, with llie late Nawab of 
Surat, but I gather from the jireainhlc to the proposed Act, that the exemptions 
therein stipulated for ceased at his death, when Ids widows and family became, 
to all inteiils and purposes. Her Majesty's subjects. 

i will not take on myself the responsibility of saying tlmt we have no 
power fo ])ut such persons '/d of the pale of the law, and declare them amen¬ 
able solely to the authority of t! e Goveniof of Bombay in Council, or of an 
Agent appointed by him ; but I do not understand how it can he. Doubtless 
the cxjiedieney of this part of the measure, as well os the authority for passing 
it, were duly considered by the Government of Bombay before they forwarded 
till' draft of the Act in question. Tlie other part of the Act seems to me 
unobjectionable in principle. 1 have suggested some changes in the structure, 
as well as in the title of tin- Act, which now only applies to one of its objects, 
that of these changes explain themselves. 

1 think that if the exempting part of the Act is passed, it should specify the 
pttrsons to be exemptwl, and not delegate that extraordinary power to the 
Government of Bombay. 

The period of lindtation in clause 3, ought to run from the passing of th^ 
Act; until then, all parties must have remained in suspense as to the intentions 
of Government. 

3 May 1848. (signed) J. E. D. Bethune. 


Minute by the Honourable J. E, D, Bethune. 

* 

Kawab uf Surat. SiNCE Writing my former minute on the proposed Act for the family of the 
Nawab of Surat, my attention has been drawn to Act I. of 1844, in the analogous 
case of the family of the Nabob of the Carnatic, which Act contains clauses which 

appear 
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appear to roe far better suited to the intended purpose, mutatis mutandis, as 

follows:— , . , 

a. ^o writ or process shall be sued forth or prosecuted agauist the person, 
goods or property of flie several persons nfiined in the schedule annexed 
to this Act, being the widows and family of the said late Nuwab, or of any 
of them, unless with the consent of the Govcinor of Bombay in Council first 
had and obtained; such consent to be signified by the signature of the Seens 
tary to Government, and any wiit or process sued forth or prosecuted against 
the person, goods or property of the said several persons, or any of them, 
without such consent as aforesaid, shall be utterly null and void. 

b. This Act shall not be construed to restrict th|operation of the said treaty; 
and independently of thiij Act, the said several persons shall be erititled to 
<'laiiii, maintain, and enjoy any privilege to which, by virtue of the said treaty, 
they arc*or any of them is entitled. 

•) May 1848. .(signed) J. K. B. Bethiue. 


MiJijJTK by the Honourable, J. E. D. Bethunc. 

I HAVE altered the draft Act in the way agreed upon in Council. On refer- Na«ab of Surat, 
enct- to the limitations of Regulation V. of 1827 (Bombay Code), I found that 
they could not be expressed so simply as in Regulation II. df 1803 (Bengal 
('ode). J believe, however, that what 1 have inserted meets Mr. Millett’s 
views. 

As this Act has been so materially changed, might it not be prudent to 
return it to the Government of Bombay before passing it, for their obser¬ 
vations ? 

1 take it that thert' are no additional privileges secured by treaty, to which 
el.iubc .') can ajiply; but a similar clause is in the Nabob of the Carnatic’s 
Act, and it is in principle right that it should be added. 

22 May 1848. (signed) J. E. D. Bethune. 


Fort William, Home Department, Legislative, 27 May 1848. * 

Amendeu Draft Act. 

,\.N Act for the Administration of the Estate of the late Nawab of Surat, 
and to continue Privileges to his Family. 

Whereas it is expedient to provide for the administration of the estate of 
the Igte Nawab of Surat, Meer Ufzoolooddeen Khan, Kumrood Dowleh, Ushmut 
Jung Bahadoor : and whereas the exemption from the jurisdiction of the civil 
and criminal courts c-njoyed by the said late Nawab and his relations and ser¬ 
vants, by virtue of the treaty concluded between the East India Company and 
the; said late Nawab on the i3th May 1800, recognized and confirmed by 
clguse 2, section 21, Regulation II. of 1827, and clause 2, section 1, Regu¬ 
lation XI. of 1827, of the Bombay Code, ceased at the death of the said late 
Nawab, and it is deemed expedient that some of the said persons should 
eoutinne to be privileged: It is enacted as follows ; 

1. No writ or process .shall he sued forth or prosecuted against the person, 
goods, or property of the several persons named in 1;)ie Schedule annexed to 
this Act, being the widows and family of the said late Nawab, or of any of 
them, unless with the consent of the Governor of Bombay in Council first had 
and obtained, such consent to be signified by the sig;nature of one of the 
Secretaries to Government; and any writ or process sued forth or prosecuted 
against the person, goods, or property of the .said several persons, or any of 
them, without such consent as aforesaid, shall be utterly null and void. 

2. The Governor of Bombay''in Council is empowered to act in the adminis¬ 
tration of the property of whatever nature, left by the late Nawab of Surat, in 

71 —Sess. 2. C regard 



] tome Department. 
—Legislative. 


iS MINUTES, &c. RELATING TO THE PROPERTY 

regard to the settlement and payment of the debts and claims .standing again^ 
the estate of the said late Nawab at the time of his death, and to make 
distribution of the remaining property among his family; and no act of the 
said Governor of Bombay in (Jouncil, in respect to the administration to, and 
distribution of such property, from the date of the death of the said Ihte Nawab, 
shall be liable to bt? questioned in any court of law or equity. ‘ 

3. 'I'he limitation of time for bringing suits in the civil courts, provided in lle- 
gulation V. of 1827, of the Bombay Code, shall bo held in respect to all persons 
within the provisions of olau.se 2, section 21, of the said Regulation II. of 1827, 
to begin, as to all causes of a.';tion arising before the passing of this Act, from 
the day of the passing of thi.s Act, subjt'ct to this provision, that no suit by or 
against any of the said persons shall be entertained in any civil court on account 
of any cause of action whicli arose at a time preceding the death of thcs8,id late 
Nawab by more than the number of years or months severally limited with 
reference to such cause of action by tlu* said Regulation V. of 1827, as the period 
within which the suit must be filed after such cause of action arose or came to the 
knowledge of the [daintiff, as the c-ase may be. 

4. Deeds registered under the jn’ovisions of any Act ])asscd by the Governor- 
general of India in Council, shall not, on the sole ground of priority of regis¬ 
tration, invalidati' deeds which may be duly registered withm six mouths from 
the day of the passing of this Act, by any persons within the provisions of the 
said clause 2, section 21, of Regulation II. of 1827, provided that such last- 
mtntioneil deed relates to properly conveyed to the owner before the day of the 
passing of this Act. 

5. 'riiis A<!t shall not -he eonstrucul to restrict the ojx'ration of tlu^ said 
treaty ; and iudejxuKhuitly of this Act the said sevt'ral persons shall hi: entitled 
to ciaiin, maintain, and enjoy any privilegt' to which by virtue of the said 
treaty they or any oi them may he entitled. 

SCUEDDLE. 

1. Baflshtih Begum - - . - Widow - 

2. Ameerooi \iss,i Begum - Widow - 

3. Mettr Jaffir Ali - - - - Son-in-law' - of the late Nawab. 

4. Zeeaool Nissa Begum - - Grand-danghtei 

5. Kiiheemool Nis.sa Begum - Gnind-daiightei 

(L Meer iVlooctaioodcen Khaii - Bnekshet*. 

7. Meer Kumrood ' a Uelud Shumsoodien. 


No. 428. 

liKTTEK from a. A. ILishbif, Ksq., Secrefcary to the Government of India iti 
the Home Department, to A. Maid, Es<|., Chief .Secretary to the Government 
of Bombay. 

Sir, 

I AM directed to forward, for submission to the Right honourable the Go¬ 
vernor in Council, the accompanying amended draft Act “ for the Administra¬ 
tion of the Estate of the late Naw'ab of Surat, and to-continue Privileges to 
his Family," and to request that his Lordshi]) in Council will have the g()odnes,s 
to favour the Supreme Goveumment with any observations or suggestions on its 
provisions which may appear to be necessary. 

2. It will be observed, tliat amendments Rave been made in sections 3 & 4, 
since the reading on the .'ith of February, besides other verbal alterations. The 
clauses relating to privileges, are modelled on Act 1. of 1844. 

3. I am directed to take the opportunity of transmitting, for such notice as 
it may seem to deserve, the copy of a p;.'tition from Meer Jaffir Ali Khan. 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, j (signed) O. A. Bvshby, 

27 May 1848.J Se.c. to the Government of India. 
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' No. 132 of 1848. 

Letter from Mdd, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, to 
G. A. Bvskly, Esq., Secretary to the Government of tndk, Fort William.^ 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 27 tli May lust (No. 428), forwarding 
an amended draft Act, “ For the administration of the Estate of the late 
Nawab of Surat, and to continue Privileges to his Familyand to-traiKSinit to 
you, for submission to the Right honourable the Governor-general of India 
in C’ouncil, an extract from the proceedings of this Govcruni<*nt, as per margin,* 
on the subject 

• 2. In forwarding these documents, I am de.sircd to state, that, in the opinion 
of hi« I.ordship in Council, the jireamble of the amended draft Act a])pear.s in 
several respects preferable to that of the original djaft, as setting forth more 
fully th(! objects of tin* proposed enactment. 

3. Artide 1 of the amended draft does not, like the corresponding article, 
of the, original draft, confer upon the widows, relatives, and connexions of the 
late Na.wal), a positive and untpialified exemption from the jurisdiction of the 
Honourable ('ompanj ’s courts in civil and criminal matters, but only a general 
exemption, capable of being rt*voked or held in abeyance from time to time, at 
the ph'asure of the Govei nor in (’ouncil of Bombay. 

4. No provision moreover is made, as in the original draft, as to the tribumd 
to which in civil and criminal matters the parties exempted from the ordinary 
tribunals, shall be amenable. 'Ihe proposed amended article is in substance 
the same as Article 2, of Act I. of 1844, being “♦An Act for securing certain 
immunities and privileges to bis Highness the Nawab of (,'arnatie, his Family 
and Ht tinue.’’ 'I his Act the Bight honourable the Governor in Council pre¬ 
sumes is intetuh-d to convey in perpetuitj- certain ])rivileges on the Nawab of 
the t'iirnatie, his famil} and retainers. Whereas it is contemplated that the 
privileges to be conferred on the family and connexions of the late N.awab of 
Surat, shall termimile with their live s. In the former ease, it would appear 
requisite that the jirivilepe should, on sufficient cause existing, he eapabh of 
l)( ing susp( iided at the pleasure of Government, hnt in the latter ease, as already 
deteunined in the eases ol' the Aimilies of the late chiefs of Coliiba and Maii- 
davie, it vuiuld, his Lordship in Gouiiril eoneeives, he proper that the exemption 
should not lx* capable of being interfered with. 

Article 2 of the amcmled draft Act is in substance the same as Article 2 
of th(i original draft. 

6. Article 3, 1 am d( sired to oh.serve, materially differs from the same 
article of the original draft, since, as a])])ears to Government, it conU'tiiplatcs 
giving ordinary courts of the llonoural le Company the power of jurisdiction 
in certain coses, arising in the interval hetwei n the death of the late Nawab 
and the passing of the Act. It occurs to his Lordship in Council, however, 
that as the delay in the passing of the Act, has arisen from unavoidable causes, 
and not. by any fault of the family of the de(;eased, the. privilege of exemption 
from the ordinary tribunals of the Honourable Company should be declared to 
have full e ffect for the entire period intervening between the date of his death, 
until the pil^sing of the Act. If the Right houourablh the Governor-general of 
India should resolve to amend this ai tiele to the extent above spexafied, a 
similar amendment, 1 am desired to observe, will be requisite at the close of 
Article 4. 

7- His Lordship in Council does not consider Article r> of the amended 
draft to be requisite, .since the treaty with the Iqte Naw'ab of Surat has, by his 

death 


• 1. klinutc by the Right hononrsblc the Governor, dated the Aid June lest, subscribed to by the 
Honourable Mr. Willoughby. < 

2. To the Acting Registrar of the Sudder Adawlut. dated 27t}i June lest, No. 2670. 

8. To the Agent ibr tiie HoBOnrable the Governor at hurat, dated the 27tb June last, No. 0676. 
4 . Fiom the Acting Register of the Sudder Adawlnt, dated the 4lh instant. No. 1868. 

6. Fioni the Agent for the Honourable the Governor at Surat, dated the 6th instant, No. 210. 
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death without legitimate male issue, and the conseqaent extinction of the title 
and dignity of Nawob, become obsolete.* 

^ 8. In conclusion, I am desired to request that you will solicit the attention 
of the Right honourable the Governor-general of India in Council to my letter, 
dated the 10th April last, No. 66, on the subject of Meer JafFer Allae’s Memo¬ 
rial to his Lordship in Council, of the 14th of the same month, and to 
observe, that this Government has no remark to offer on that memorial, except 
that the opinion expressed in iny letter above alluded to remains unchanged. 

I have, &c. 

Bombay (>astle, (signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

28.1ulyI848. 


No. 2^.') of 1848.—Political Department. 

Letter from A. Mulct, Esq., Chief Secretary to Governxnent, Bombay, to 
M. Larken, Esq., Acting Registrar to the Sudder Adawlut. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter, No. \225, dated the I2th May 1847, and to 
the projiosed Act for the administration of the estate of the late Nawab of 
Surat, read before th<^ Legislative Council of India on the .5th February last, 
I am directed to transmit to you the accompanying extract, paragraphs 1 and 2, 
from a letter from the. Secretary 1o the Government of India, No. 428, tinted 
the 27th ultimo, and copy of the amended Act therewith submitted, and to 
request that the Judges of the Sudder Adawlut will have the goodness to favour 
the Right honourable the Governor in Council with any observations or sug¬ 
gestions on its provisions which may tiecur to them. 

I have, &c. 

Bombay Castle, (signed) A. Maid, Chief Secretary. 

27 June 1848. 

(True eop)'.) 

(.signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 


No. 2676 of 1848.— Political Department. 

Letter from A. Malet, F;0., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 
fV. C. Andrews, Esq,, A.gent for iiie Right honourable tin; Governor at Surat. 

Sir, 

With reference to the draft Act read before the Legislative Council of 
India on the .5th February last, for the administration of the estate of the late 
Nawab of Surat, I am directed to transmit to you the accompanying extract, 
jMiragraphs 1 and 2, from a letter from the Secretary to the Government of 
India, No. 428, dated the 27th ultimo, and copy of the amended Act therewith 
.submitted, and to request that you will have the goodness to favour the Right 
honourable the Governor in Council as soon as practicable with any observa¬ 
tions or suggestions on its provisions which may occur to you. 

I have, &c. 

Bombay Castle, (signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 

27 June 1848. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 


Minute by the Right honourable the Governor, concurred in by the 
. Honourable Mr. Willoughby. 

1 . The draft Act now forwarded by the Government of India differs in man}* 
respects from the one prepared by this Government, and which was read for 

the 
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the first time before the Legislative Council on the 5th February last. These 
differences are as follow: 

Draft Act, as read on tbo 3th Febniaiy Draft as now proposed to he amend, d 4jy 
last. ^ the Goveinuietit of India. 


Fort William,—Home Department, Legis¬ 
lative, the 3th February 1843, 

The following draft of a propo.sed Act was 
read in Council for the first time on the rttli 
of February 1848 : 

Act No. of 1848. 

An Act for the Adniinlstratiou of the Ks- 
tate of the late Navvab of Surat. 

9 

. WHiiRF.AS it i.s expedient to provide for 
the adiiiiiiistration of the estate of the late 
Nawab of Surat, Meer Ufiioolooddeeti Khan, 
Kumroofl Dowleh, Ushmut Jung, Babadoor; 
and wberciis the exemption from the jmis- 
diction of the civil and criminal courts en¬ 
joyed by certain persons under the provihion.s 
of clause i, sectioij 21, liegulution II. of 
1827, and clause 2, si'Ction 1 , Regulation Xf. 
of 1827 of the Bombay Code, ceased and 
detenniiicii at the death of the- said late 
Naw.il), and it is deemed ^lesir.ihle to conti¬ 
nue such privilege to .some of the said )ier- 
.son.s : 


1. It is hereby enacted, tluit the Governor 
of Bombay in Council sliall bound is hereby 
empowered, to exempt from the jurisdiction 
of the <-ivil ancl criminal courts, the wiilovv.s 
and siieli of llio present relatives of the late 
Nawab ol Surat as may to him seem proper, 
and to declare the jiersons so e.xempted 
ainenabic 1 1 the anfhoritv t<f an agent, whom 
he mav appoint for this purpose. 


2. And it is hereby enacted, that it shall 
be competent to the Governor in Council of 
Bombay to act in the administration of the 
property of whatever nature left by the late 
Nawab of Sumt, in regard to the settlement 
and payment of tlic debts and claims stand¬ 
ing against the estate of the said late Nawab 
at the time of his demise, and to make dis¬ 
tribution of the remaining property among 
his family, and that all acts of tlie said Go¬ 
vernor in Council of Bombay, in respect to 
such property, from the date of the. demise of 
the said late Nawab, sliall beheld to be valid 
and not liable to be questioned in any court 
of law. 


Fort William,—Home Department, Legis¬ 
lative, the27tbMay 1848. 


Amended Draft Act. 

An Act for the Administiutlon of the Es¬ 
tate of the. late Nawab of Surat, and to 
continue I’rivileges 1o his Family. 

Whereas' it is expedient to provide for 
the administration of the estate of the laic 
Nawab of Surat, Meer irfzoolooddeeii Khan, 
Kiimrood Dowleii, IfslimutJuiig, Bahadoor : 
and whereas the e.xemjition from the juris¬ 
diction of tlic civil and criminal courts eii- 
joveJ by the said late Nawab, and liis rela¬ 
tions and servants, by virtue of the tre ity 
concluded between the East India (yompaiiy 
and till- said late Nuwub on the i;Uh May 
1800, recognized and confirmed bv clause 2, 
aeclion 21, Regulation II. of 1827, and 
danse 2, section 1, Regulation XI. of 1827, 
of the Bombay Code, ceased at the rleath of 
the said late Nawab, and it i- deemed e.xpe- 
dient that some of the said persons should 
continue to be privileged, it is enacted as 
follows : 

1. No writ or process shall be sued fortli 
or prosecuted auainst the person, goods or 
property of the several jiorsons named in the 
Schedule annexed to this Aet, being the 
widows and family of the said late Nawab, 
or of any of them, unless with the consent of 
the Governor of Bombay in Coniic.il first had 
nnd obtained, .such consent to be si<;nified by 
the signature of one of the Secretaries to Go¬ 
vernment; and anv writ or proces.s sued forth 
or prosecuteil against the person, goods or 
property of the said several persons, or any 
of them, withoui such consent us aforesaid, 
shall be utterly null and void. 

2. The Governor of Bombay in Council 
is empowered to act in tlie administration of 
the property of whatever nature left by the 
late. Nawab of Surat, in regaid to the settle¬ 
ment and payment of the debts and claims 
standing against the estate of the said laic. 
Nawab at the tim^ of his death, and to make 
distribution of the remaining property among 
his family ; and oo act of the said Governor 
of Bombay in Council, in respect to the admi¬ 
nistration to and distribution of such property, 
from the date of the death of the said late 
Nawab, shall be liable to be questioned in 
any court of law or eijuity. 


3. And it is further enacted, that the limi¬ 
tation of time for filing claims in the civil 
courts, provided in the said Regulation V. of 
1827, shall be held in respect to all persons 
who are exempted from the jurisdiction of 
the civil courts by the provisions of clause 2, 
section 21, of the said Regulation II. of 1827, 
to commence from the 8th day of August 

1842, 

71—Sess. 2. 


3 . Thd limitation of time for bringing 
suits in the civil courts, provided in Rcgula 
lion V. of 1827, of the llombuy Code, shall 
be held in rasoect to all pe.rsou8 within the 
provisions of clause 2, section 21, of,tlie said 
Regulation II. of 1827, to begin, as to all 
causes of action arising before the passing of 
this Ac, from the day of the passing of this 

Aet; 
C 3 
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MINUTES, &c. RELATING TO THE PROPERTY 


Draft Act, as read ou tl»e 5 th February 
last. 


1S42, beiiDg the date of tlie demise of the 
.said late Nawab. 


4. And it is further enacted, that deed.® 
regis'ereU under the provi.shuia of any Act 
passed by the (iovernoi-general in Countxl 
of India, shall not, on the sole around of 
priority of registration, invalidate deeds which 
may Le duly registered within six tnonlhs 
from the ]>roinulgation of this Act, by any 
persons distinctly exempted under the said 
clause 2, .section 21, of llegulal.ion Il.oflS27, 
provided such deed shall lelate to prope.rty 
conveyed to the owner prior to the date of 
the denii't' of the said late Nawab. 


Ordered, that the dralt now read lie (uib- 
lishod for general information. 

f)rder€td, that the .-aid draft be re-con- 
siileu d at the first meeting of the Legis¬ 
lative t'ouiicil of liulia., after the .^tli day of 
May next. 

(signed) Ci. A. liushby. 
Secretary to the (j'ovornment of Imlia. 


Draft as now proposta] to be amended by 
the Government of India. 

Act; subject to this provision, that no suit 
by or against any of the said persons shall 
he entertained in any civil court on account 
of any cause of action which arose at.a time 
preceding the death of the said late Nawab, 
by more than the number of years or months 
severally limited with reference to such cause 
of action liy the said Regulation V. of 1827, 
on the period within which the suit must be 
filed after such cause of action arise or came 
to the knowledge of tlie plaintifiT, as the case 
may he. 

4. Deeds registered under the pi dvisions 
of any Act passed by the Governor-general 
of India m Council, shall not, on the sole 
ground of priority of registration, invalidate 
deeds which may be duly registered within 
six mouths from the day of the passing of 
thi.s Act, by any person^ witliin the provisions 
of the said clause 2, septioii 21, of Regula¬ 
tion II. of 1827, provided that such lasl- 
nientioneil derd relates to properly conveyed 
to the owner before the day of the passing of 
this Act. 

5. This Act «shall not be coni-t; ued to 
restrict, the operation of the said treaty ; and, 
iiideiioiidently of this Act, the said several 
persons shall be entitled to cUuni, maintain, 
and enjoy any luivilego to which, by virtue, 
of ilie said treaty, tbev, or any of them, may 
be entitled. 


ScHKori.E. 


1. 

2. 

1. 

5. 

<>. 


Budshah Begum - 
Anieetool Nissa Begum 
Aleer .1after Alii - 
Zecuuol Ni.'-.sa Begum - 
lliibeemool Nis.sa Begum 
Aleer Mooeeiioodeeii Khun 


Widow - 

ditto 

Son-iii-liiw 

Grand-daughter 

ditto 

Buckshee. 


Aleei Kmiiroodeen Valm Shiimsorideen. 


(of the late Nawab. 


(True copy.) 

(signed) G. A. Kushby, 

Secretary to the. Government of India. 


2 . 'ilie preamble of the amended draft Act appeaits to me to be in several 
respects preferable to that of the original draft, as setting forth, more fully the 
objects of till' jiroposed enactment. 

3. Article 1 of the amended draft does not, like the sjtme article of the 
original th'aft, corfer upon the widows, relatives and connexions of the late 
Nawab a positive and unqpalified exi'inption from the jurisdiction of the 
Honourable Company’s courts, in civil and criminal matters, but only a general 
exemption, capable of being revoked or held in abeyance, from time to time, at 
the pleasure of the Goveruor in Council of Bombay. 

4. No provision, moreover, is made, as in the original draft, as to the tribunal 
to which, in civil and criminal matters, the parties exempted from the ordinary 
tribunals shall be amenable. The pVoposed amended article is, in substance, the 
same as Article 2 of Act I. of 1844, being “ An Act for securing certain Immu¬ 
nities 
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nities and Privileges to his Highness the Nawab of the Carnatic, his Famil)" and 
Retinue.” This Act, I presume, is intended to convey, in perpetuity, (iertain 
privileges on the Nawab of the Carnatic, his family and retainers; whereas, it 
Ls contemplated that the privileges to be conferred on the family and connexions 
of the late Nawab of Surat, shall terminate with their lives. In the former case, 
it would appear requisite that the privilege should, on sufficient cause existing, be 
capable of being suspended at the pletisure of Govtirnment; but in the latter 
case, as already determined in the cases of the families of the Into Cliiefs of 
Colaba and Mandavie, it would, 1 conceive, be proper that the (!xcin[)tion 
should not be capable of being interfered with. 

5. Article 2 of the amended draft Act is in sub.stanc*; the same* as Article 2 of 
the originid draft. 

C. 4riicle .'I materially differs from tlic sam(' article of the original draft, 
since, as appears to m(', it contemplates giving our ordinary courts the power 
of’jurisdiction in certain cases arising in the interval between the death of the 
late Nawab and the passing of the Act. h occurs to me, howewer, that, as the 
delay in the ptissing of the Act has been (xu'asif)no(l by Government, and not by 
any fault of the family of the deceased, tin' privilegt^ of tixeinption fi-om our 
ordinary tribunals should be defdfired I 0 have full effect for th(i entire jieriod 
intervening betwwm the date of his death until the jiassing of th(^ Aet. If the 
Government of India should resolve to amend this article fo this extent, a 
similar amc'iidmeut will, 1 presume, he requisite at the close of Article J. 

7- Article 5 of th(“ amended draft, is new, and is in suhslaneti tht; siinie as 
Article t» of Aet 1. of 184-^. to w hh'h 1 have already alluded. 1 do not conceive this 
pro])osefl additional arthde to he, requisite, since the treaty with the late Nawab 
of Surat has, by his death without legititnat(Muale isMie, and the coasequeut 
extinelioii of the title and dignitj' of Nawab, hei'ame ol)si)lete. 

. 8. 1 would suggest that without (loinmunieatiug these views to the, Sudeh'r 
.Adawlut, the proimsed amended Act be refernid to the .fudges, with a rtapiest 
that they will favour us witli any ohs(>rvations or suggestions on its ])rovisions 
^which may occur to tliem. A similar reference may he confidentially made to 
the Agent for the Governor of Surat. 

y. We havti already re«;eived from M(*er Jaffer Alice a transcndiit of his 
inouiorial to the Right honourable the Go^camor-gefteral of India in (/ounoil, 
dated tlie 14th Aiml last. The priiu!i])al object of tills nnunorial apjiears to be 
to obtain a modification to llie effect therein solicited, of Article 2 of the original 
draft Act, and as, 011 the 10th April last, w(! informed the Government of liiditi, 
that we, did not consider it expedient to eoinjdy with this request, that authority 
may lie informed that vvi* have no remark to offi-r in regard to this memorial, 
except to observe that this opinion remains unchanged. 

(signed) FalkUnid. 

2:5 June 1818. J. P. Willoughby. 

('I'rue copy.) 

(signed) A. Mulct, Ghief Secretarj’. 


No. Itm.'l of 1848. 

Lkttkii from M. Larlcai, Es(i., Acting Registrar, to A. ^falet, Ks(i., t'hief 
Secretary to Government, Political Department, lloiuhay. 

Sir, 

I H.WE the honour, by (lireetion of the Court of Sudder Dcnvaiiee Adawlut to Prisoni— 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2<ll7i>, dated the 27th ultimo, and to a. Bell, r-nq; 

state in reply tliat they have no objeclioii to offer to the aiueuded draft Aet B. lluu, K!>q. 

referred therewith for the adminlstiauon of the late Nawtih of Surat, &e. „ 

(j. Oranty UiSt 

T have, &c:. 

(sigu. d) M. Larkm, 

Bombay, Sudder Dewanee Adawlut, xAeting Registrar. 

4 July 1848. 

(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Mulet, Chief Secretary. 


c 4 
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MINUTES, &c. RELATING TO THE PROPERTY 


No. 210 of 1848. 


Letter from W. C. Andreu x, Esq., Agent for the Right honourable the Governor 
at Suj’at, to A. Mulct, i;sfj, Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 2676, dated 
27 th ultimo, forwarding an extract, being paras. 1 and 2 from a letter from the 
Secretary tq the Governmt nt of India, No. 428, dated 27th May last, and copy 
of the amended draft Act therewith submitted, and desiring me to submit to 
Government any observations or suggestions on its provisions that may occur 
to me. 

2. In obedience; to tlicst; instructions, I beg respectfully to submit the 
following observations : • . 

1st. Section 1 of the amended draft Act appears to me defective, in so far 
as it does not declare to what autho^y or tribunal the parties to whom the 
privilege of exemption from the jurisdiction of our civil and criminal courts is 
continued, arc to be amenable. 


2 d. The provisions of section 3 of the draft Act, read 011 the 5th February 
last, which declare the limitation of time for the purposes therein set forth, to 
commence from the date of the death of the late Nawab, appear to me to be 
more appi()])riate to the existing circumstances already put in clause 2 , 
section 21 , of Regulation IT. of 1827, than those of the corre.spouding section of 
lh(“ amended draft, which would make the date of the passing of this Act the 
period from which the limitation of time should be calculated. I see no 
objection to the proviso which is introduced at the close of the 3d section of 
the amended draft. 


3d. With regard to section 4 of the amended draft, I beg respectfully to 
observe, that, with the cxe<](;on of the mere verbal differences,! think the 
provisions of the corresiiomhng section of the draft read on the 5th February 
last preferable, for reasons similar to those expressed in my observations on the. 
preceding section. 

4 th. The provisions of section 5 of the amended draft appear to me to be 
superfluous, as 1 am not aware th.at the several ])ersons in<;luded in clause 2 , 
section 21 , of Regulation 11. of 1827, and clause 2 , section 1 , of Regulation XI. 
of 1827, of the Bombay Code, besides those whose privileges are continued 
to them by this proposed enactment, possess or are entitled to claim, maintain 
and enjoy anj privilege in virtue ef he i’-eaty therein alluded to, independently 
of this Act, and the introduction of this section into the Act might therefore 
hereafter prove troublesome, if not mischievous. 


Surat, Office of Agent 
for the. Right hon the Governor, 
5 July 1848. 


1 have, kc. 

(signed) W. C. Andrews, A, G. 


(True copy.) 

(signed) A. Malet, Chief Secretary. 


Minute by the Honourable J. E. 2). Bethune, 

The Goveniment of Bombay objict to the clause proposed to.be substituted 
for the first clause in the draft Act submitted by tliem, and remark that it is 
defective, in not containing, as the original clause did, a provision as to the 
tribunal to which, in civil and criraiiral matters, the parties exempted from the 
ordinary tribunals shall be amenable; I apprehend none such is necessary. 

According to the proposed clause (which is copied vrith slight verbal changes 
from Act 1. of 1844, relating to the Nawab of the Carnatic), the privileged 
person will enjoy entire exemption from all law, unless by leave of the Governor 
of Bombay. 'Fhe practical operation of this enactment, as I conceive, will be, 
that the Governor, or his Agent, will remonstrate with them-in all cases of 
wrongful acts, and, if necessary, enforce restitution or amends by the threat of 

allowing 
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allowing the law to take its course against them. This is intelligible. The 
clause, as originally proposed, is full of difficulty. The privileged persons are 
to be exempted from the jiirisdiction of the civil and criminal courts, and 
amenable to the authority of an Agent of the Governor of Bombay- It deserves 
to be noticed that clause 2 , chapter ), Regulation XI. of 1827, of Bombay 
Code, which has furnished the model for this clause, went further than the 
treaty which it professed to confirm. 

Article 7 of that treaty (quoted in Appendix (A.) to Regulation XI.- of 1827), 
provided only that complaints against the relatives or servants of the Nawab 
should be referred, in the first instance, to him for justice; and it might be 
inferred, that if he failed to order an investigation, and carry the sentence into 
execution as there provided, it was intended that the jurisdiction of the 
ordinary tribunals should be let in ; but that was altogether ousted by the Re¬ 
gulation. It is now proj)osed that the Governor’s Agent is to exercise juris¬ 
diction over these persons, according to what law r If Meer Jaffur Ali assaults 
or murders a British subject, how is the Agent to try him r what sentence is he 
to pronounce ? how is it to be executed ? Or, on the other hand, if an assault is 
committed on him by a British subject, is it intended that this also should he 
cognizable by the Agent ? It cannot be by the courts, which ('annot summon 
him as a witness,.or tender an oath to him. So in civil suits, these parties 
deal with other unpHvileged persons ; the)'^ buy or sell land. Is every suit to be 
stopped in which their interest is directly or indirectly concerned ? ’Fhese are 
some of the difiiculties which lie on the surface of the clause as proposed by the 
Bombay Government. It is to be observed, thjit the court ofSudder Dewanny 
at Bombay, to whom the Governor directed the Act to he referred, witlwut any 
intimation of the ojiinion of his Lordship in Cuiiuejl, reply that they have no 
objection to .make to it. 

The dates fixed on in the amended draft in clauses 3, 4, are such as appeared 
to Mr. Millet and me to meet most accurately the justice of the ease, after con¬ 
siderable discussion. 

The Government of Bombay think they stood better as they were. Tlie 
subject is rather intricate ; but, as at present advised, I see no reason to doubt 
the soundness of the amendments made by the Legislative Council. 

If, on reading the observations of the Government of Bombay, the Governor- 
general, or any other member of Council, shall see n^ason to think wc have been 
mistaken, I hope 1 shall be open to conviction. 1 own that I do not thoroughly 
understand the suggestion that, if our dates are adopted, a further correction is 
needed at the end of clause 4. 

The Government of Bombay obsen'^e that idause 5 is useless, and may here¬ 
after prove mischievous, by giving rise to an unfounded idea that any part of 
the treaty survived after the death of the Nawab. 

I proposed it only by way of protestation, that this Act was not an infringe¬ 
ment of any arrangement formerly entered into by the Company ; but I think 
there is force in the observation of the Government of Bombay, and that it had 
better be omitted. 

12 August 1848. (signed) J. E. D. Belhune. 


No. 677. . 

Letter to A.Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay. 
Sir, 

1 AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your lettir, No.l82, dated 
the 28th ultimo, with enclosures, and in reply to state, that the Governor- 
general in Council having maturely considered the objections offered by the 
Right honourable the Governor in Council to the amended draft Act, “ For 
71 —Sess. 2 . D the 
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the Administration of the Estate of the late Nawab of Surat, and to continue 
Privileges to his Family,” the Act has this day been passed as No. XVIII. of 

1848, with the further amendments which will be found therein. 

' •* ^ 

I have, &c. 

Fort William, (signed) G. A. Bushby, 

‘26 August 1848. Secretary to the Government of India. 


Act No. XVIII. of 1848. 

Passed by the Governor-general of India in Council, on the 

26th August 1848. ' ' 

AN ACT for the Administration of the Estate of the late Nawab of Surat, and 

to continue Privileges to his Family. 

W'liKREAS it is expedient to provide for the administration of the estate of 
the late Nawab of Surat, Meer Ufzoolooddeen Khan, Kumrood Dowlch, Ushmut 
Jung, Bahadoor: and whereas the exemption from the jurisiiiction of the civil 
and criminal courts enjoyed by the said late Nawab and his relations and ser¬ 
vants, by virtue of the treaty concluded between the East India Company and 
the said late Nawab on the 1.3th May 1800, recognised tuid confirmed by 
clause 2-, section 21, Regulation II. 1827, and clause 2, section 1, Regula¬ 
tion XI. 1827, of the Bombay Code, ceased at the death of the said late 
Nawab, and it is deemed expedient that some of the said persons should con¬ 
tinue to be priviUiged ; It is enacted as follows : • 

1 . No writ or process shall be sued forth or jjrosecuted against the person, 
goods or property of the i'Cveral persons named in the Schedule annexed to 
this Act, being the widows and family of tlie said late Nawab, or of any of 
them, unless with the tronsent of the Governor of Bombay in Council first 
obtained : such consent to be signified by the signature of one of the Secretaries 
to Government and any writ or process sued forth or prosecuted against the 
person, goi)ds or property of the said several persons, or any of them, without 
such consent as aforesaid, shall be utterly null and void. 

2 . The Governor of Bombay in Council is empowered to act in the admi¬ 
nistration of the propertj of whatever nature left by the late Nawab of Surat, 
in regard to the settlement f p«v oent of the debt.s and claims standing 
against the estate of the said late Nawab at the time of his death, and to make 
distribution of the remaining propeity among his family; and no act of the 
said Governor of Bombay in Council, in respect to the administration to and 
distribution of such jtrojierty, from the date of the deatli of the said late Nawab, 
shall be liable to be questioned in any court of law or equity. 

3. 'fhe iiiiiitation of time for bringing suits in the civil courts, provided in 
Regulatioi- V. 1827, of the Bombay Code, shall be held, in respect of all per¬ 
sons within the provisions of clau.se 2, section 21, of the said Regulation II. 

1827, to begin, as to all causes of action arising before the passing of this Act, 
from the day of the passing of this Act, subject to this provision, that no suit 
by or against any of the' said persons shall be entertained in any civil court, 
on account of any cause of action which arose at a time preceding the death 
ot ^^he said late Nawab by more than the number* of years or months seve¬ 
rally limited^ with reference to such cause of action, by the stud Regula¬ 
tion V. 1827, as the period within which the suit must be filed after such 
cause of action arose, or c|me to the knowledge of tlie plaintiff, as the case 
may be. 

4. Deeds fegistered under the provisions of any Act passed by the Governor- 
general of India in Council shall not, on the sole ground of priority of regis¬ 
tration, invalidate deeds which may be duly registered within six months from 
the day of the passing of this Act, by any persons within the provisions of the 
said clause 2, section 21, Regulation II. 1827, provided that such last-men¬ 
tioned 
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tioned deed r^tes to property convey£ to the owner before the day of the 
passing of this Act. r 


SCHBDULB. 


1. Badsah Begum - - . - Widow - 

2. Ameerool Nissa Begum - - Widow - 

3. Meer Juffer Ali - - - - Son-in-law 

4. Zeeaool Nissa Begum - - Grand-daughter 

5. Buheemool Nissa Beram • Grand-daughter 

6. Meer Moeenoodeen Khan Buckshee. 

7. Meer Kumroodeen Unlud Shumsooddeen. 


of the late Nawab. 


(True copies.) 


East India House, 
28 May 1857.*' 


(signed) J. 8. Mill, 
Examiner of India Correspondence. 



EAST INDIA (NAWXb OF SDRAT). 



Under i oz. 








AMEBR AfLI MORAD. 


RETURN to on Order of tiw Honourable The Houm of Commont, 
dated 04 July l 856 |<-^r, 

COPIES " of any Despatobb* addressed to the Governor-General of India, in reply to 
the Despatch!^Lord Dalhoutie, dated the 27th day of February 18'$!, on the subject 
of the Confiscation of the Territories of the Ameer Ali Morad 
“ Of all CoBBESFON dbncb that has passed between his H ighness A mcer Ali Morad and the 
Authorities of India on the subject of that Confiscation, subsequent to the Proclamation 
of the 19th day of January 1862:” 

*' Of any Cobbebponduncb that has taken place between Ameer Ali Moiad and the 
Authorities in India, relatiic to his intended visit to England 
'' Of the DEPoeiTiOKB or other Information on the Claims of Ali Morad, recorded by 
Captain Pope on the occasion of his Visit to Khyrpoor, in August 1843, as stated by 
Captain Pope in his Letter to F, Thomason, Esq., Secretary to the Government of 
India, dated Bqkkur, October 24tb, 1843, and published in page 63 of Parliamentary 
Papers, No. 73 of ‘Session 1882; ” 

Of all CoBBBSPONDKNCE between tlio Magistrate of Sukkur and the Government of 
Scinde, between the Years 1843 and 1845, or during the same Period between the 
Government of Scinde and that of India, respecting the withholding from Ameer Ah 
Morad of the Perguapahs of Meerpoor, Mabtela, and Mehcrkee, and of any Cor¬ 
respondence between the same Parties relative to their Bestitutioii to him in 1846: ” 

“ Of the pBociiAiiATiON of Mr. Commissioner Freere, dated the 19 th day of Jimuary 1852, 
confiscating the Territories of the Ameer Ah Morad 
“And, Retdbs of the several Pergunnahs and Districts confiscated by this Proclamation, 
and of the Gioss Revenue received by the Indian Government from each of those 
Districts, in each of the Years since the date of the Proclamation.” 


East India House, 1 
10 February 1857.J 


JAMES C. MELVILL. 


(Mr. Isaac Butt. 


Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be PtvtUd, 
* 16 AfarcA 1857. 
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PAPERS relating to the CoirnsCATioM of, the TBaaiToai*^ of the Paper* on the 

. A * Confiscation of 

AkB£R Aw MoRAp. the Territnrie* of. 

• Ameer All IMond 



Extract Politicai. Lstteb from the Court of lectors to the Clovefniaettt of' 
^ India', dated 34 September (No. 33) 1851, 

Tl. We now reply to the Goverpor-genetars lettw in the Roreign Department, 
dated 1 March (No. 16) 1851, respecting the results of the investigation into the 
conduct of the Ameer of Kyrpore, Meer Ali Murad. 

2. Before Sir Charles Napier quitted Sind he had received infortnation that 
the treaty of Nownahur, concluded between Meer Ali Morad on the one part, 
and Meer Roostam and Meer Nusseer Khan on die other, and entered in a copy 
of the Koran, had been fraudulently altered by Meer Ali Morad, so as to substi¬ 
tute, among the possessions ceded to him, instead of the village of Mathela, the 
pergunnahs of Meerpoor, Mathela, and Mehurkee. Various circumstances pre¬ 
vented an early investigation iiito the truth of this charge; hut at length, on the 
recommendation of the Governor-general, the Bombay ^vemment appointed 
for the purpose a commission, consisting of Mr. Pringle, Major Lang, and 
Major Jacob. 

3. The Commission held its inquiry in the presence of Meer Ali Morad, and of 
all other persons whose presence he desired; and he had the power, which he 
ireely exercised, of producing witnesses and documents, and of cross-examining 
the witnesses who appeared against him. 

4. In the unanimous opinion of the Commission, in that of the Bombay 
Government, and of the Governor-general, the charge of fraudulent alteration in 
the treaty is fully established against Meer All Morad, and in this, opinion we 
entirely concur. We also feel satisfied, from a perusal of the papers transmitted 
to us, that Meer Ali Morad prevented certain stipulations, agreed on between 
himself and Meer Roostum, when the latter resigned the turban to him in 1842, 
from coming to the cognizance of the British Government, and thereby acquired 
much more territory than he was fairly entitled to enjoy. 

5. After full consideration of all the circumstances of the case, we have come 
to the determination that Meer AH Morad should not only l>e compelled to give 
up the possessions of which he has fraudulently made himself master, but sboqld 
no longer be permitted to retain the turban, and be considered the fiae^ of 
Upper Sind, and that iiis authority and possessions should be strioBy limited 
to the territory inherited by him from his father. 

6. We desire that this oar opinion be acted on, unle^ any eonside^ons of 

policy should induce yoh to thinx it advisable to leave Meet Ali Moradin possession 
of any larger portions of territory than that above designated; in which case you 
will make a further report to us, but without suspending the < exertion of our 
orders hq any other respect. . i . 


Extract Secret LxttBr from H, B. E. Frere, Eeq. (Pommissioner in Sind), 
to the Right Honourable Lord FalMcmd (Qoyetaoc apd President in.Cottn^iL- 
Bombay); dated 29 January, 40 of 1862., ■■ j;,- ** 

1 BAVx BOW the honour to r^rt, somewhat at jhfwe length Hwh ' 

do is my letter^ No. 25, of tin^ t94h inrtast, ^ 

instruetjons received from Gbvernment relative to Miser AR Mon^^ : ’ - ' 

, Ilfl. ' AS • ^ 1 '- 3^*^ 

. . ' ' ' ■' '-‘"d \ ' ■ '■"yA 



■ 

■4- 





tbVv ;';4 ; ; i, I* 

^ fromMiafe io tjaiiisir^^ to iper’o intentioas after 

' 'OMWpIago'^'i'fi^:i^t''It<3ipee4i, , feitaIhi^ 

.aw«ef . .ij^gg nc^ alwajrgtMiMi%toto^:fe 

sibln loidtet^il to ttiink lif ever ivlrem in his ^ete^aatjon; to'sabihit^ 
i(h^ lijra# ihuolito €o; hat*^ hO Vifii judicious 

ehoogh to apply for ad^ce to omt»n ttrllfa whoii he'had heett hus^ts^u&loted. 
and to adopt their counsel, which was, of course, to remain quiet till he hmrd. 
qlRdallyotthedwisipn oftheGoyerums[tt| c^ Iudia rpgarain|f hto . 

8. He sought au iuterview with mo at ithc earhast possihip period after ut 
arrival at ^fee, and appealed to me regarding the assemhlf^ of thc force, mhch 
* in the saute strain as m his sabsequetit letler, of tthich a copy is forwarded among 
' the enclosurjM. '>■ V. 

4. On iocmvinig a letter, drawn up ih'Wordance wS^ the IhSt^cUqnl* of the 
Ooverhor-generah* he has, I have alr^d^ had the honour, to report! declared 
his entire suhmMon tP the will of the B^ttsh Government, begged that I wpuld 
allow hfitn one day to put his answer in writing, and that 1 would submit to the 
^vernment his request to be allowed to prbceOd to England. 

5. ‘ In reply to my remarks as to the finality,'of the decision, he disclaimed 
all intention of appealing against it, further than by askh^ pardon for any 
ofence of which he might be supposed to be convicted, and added that he bad 
long been desirous of seeing England, and that his son,»Shah Newaz, would 
take care of his affairs in his absence. 

6. He has since repeatedly reverted tp. the subject, and I have reason to think 
that his wish is' more than the passii^ fancy of tho; moUient, which I at first 
imagined it to be. 

7. His written reply, cf which a translation is annexed, was, accordihg to 
promiise, delivered-to me on the.2lst instant by his son Shah Newaz, who 
brought at the same* time various documents which bad been called for as neces- 
saiy to the settlement of the case, and duplicates of the ordera which had been 
issued by the Meer to all his officers in, the resumed districts, requiring them to 
olbey the orders of the British Government, to whom their districts had been 
transferred. His letter was, as is usual in such documents, purposely vague in 
many of its expressions; and there were , portions which taken by themselves 
might, have borne a somewhat different;^construction, and which therefore I 
thought it as well not,; to pass unnoticed in , my reply, But all the R|eer did 
was in perfect accordance with.. *1^ toqe of implicit obedience adopted both by 
father and son, who appeared eq^ly anxious to prove the reality of their sub¬ 
mission, and to promote an early settlement of all unadjusted questions. 

8. The Collector w'fao had charge 6f the political duties connected with Khyr- 

pore, as well as Captain Stanley, Lieutenant of Police in Upper Sind, had 
very ample means of obtaining correct mformation regarding what passed in the 
Meer's durbar, and neither of them Imd the slightest doubt of his sincerity in 
this rrapect. ’ ! '4 „ ■ 

ind^^ the state of his treasury aad his .credit, and Ae, general feeling of hfs 
subjectt was such, that amy other course would have qujj^ fiaJied the reputatioa 
he;nas.alwayB possessed for a keen perception of his own immediate intereste. 

l4’ .No ciw of his subjects, beybod' a few immediate dependants, appear to 
havj^Si^paAi^ witfchim; a^^ vrhicb; m accoardai^ wiA 

lie fhstahV iMded in ihe Arms presenbed by^ 

* as far as I nave heard, to 




Vide VSo. 8 . 


,iWrNo.4. 


''tvas bn the ft 

:’|ncrpi|^< lp::'Sir''"H^, Effidt’s .le^r, !ai 


cifat 


among all affected bjf it! ‘ 


11, TOs AiW ibAi I had expecteiL ifewgh Ehfd 

ocCari«m',W-rih^t#q.''Meer%,^ l^'.qirf '■ " 
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papers hsutino to JVMBEH au morao. 


Wn 1 Papen <» tbe 

*’“* ** COTfiiwtlandf, 

Draft pf a Pmiaa Letter addreseed to Meer Ali Morad, of Khyrpoor, by the 
Conimissiooer in Sind. > as directed in para. 5 and Enclosure (AO of the -m. 
Letter fiwm Sir Henry Elliot, Secretary to the Government of India with the 
most Noble the Governor-General, to the Chief Secretary of the Government 
of Bombay. No. 79, of the aeth of Dc<»inber 1851> 


After compliments. ^ . 

1 HAVB now the honour, on behalf of the Government of India, to address your 
Highnen for the purpose of conveying to you the final decision of the British 
Government upon those accusations against you which were submitted to the 
Commission at Sukkur, of which«Mr. Pringle, the late Commissioner, was * 
president in the year 1849. 

Those accusations were to the effect that after the battle of Nownahur, a treaty 
was entered into between you and Meer Roostum Khan, which treaty was 
written on certain blank 1* aves of a copy of the Koran. 

That by the terms of that treaty the villages of Dadloand Matbela, and seven 
other villages, then the property of Meer Roostum. were ceded to your Highness. 

That by your orders this original treaty was afterwards, by an act of forgery, 
so altered as to signify the cession to you of the purgunnahs of Mathela, Mccr- 
poor, and Meliurkeb, by virtue of which fraudulent alteration of the text of the 
treaty, those districts which, with the other possessions of Meer Roostum, 
belonged of right to the British Government, have up to this day remained in 
your possession. 

Snell were the accusations against your Highness. 1 have been directed to 
remind jou that the Government of India, unwilling to believe the possibility of 
such allegations being founded on iaet, and reluctant to condemn your conduct 
except on the clearest and fullest proof, caused a scaiohiiig inquiiy to be made 
into the truth of the facts alleged. 

By the orders of the Government of India a Commission assembled at Sukkur. 
Your Higiiness was invited to attend in person, and every opportunity was 
afforded to you and to all of eliciting the truth, and of proving your Highness’s 
innocence of the acts of which you were accused. 

The Cummii^sJon found that you entirely failed to rebut the charges which 
had been biought against you. ITou were convicted on the clearest evidence of 
having caused, by an act of forgery, the contents of the Treaty of Nownahur to 
be so altered, that you obtained possession of large districts instead of the 
villages originally ceded to you; this act being to the prejudice of the British 
Government, to whom the said districts iighlftilly belonged, and in gross viola¬ 
tion of good faith and honour. 

The unanimous opinion of the Commission on this point was assented to by 
the Government of Bombay. The most Noble tlie Governor-general acquiesced 
in tlieir views, and the honourable the Court of Directors haVc now confirmed 
these concurrent judgments. 

The Government of India has sought no pretext to interfere with your 
Highness’s possessions. It desired that you should continue to rule the territories 
you, held, in peace and security, and it was slow to entertain and urge against 
you accusations, whidi placed in jeopardy your reputation and authority. 

But the Government of India cannot consent that the treacherous fraud by 
whioli you have debased your station and dishonoured your name, shall pass 
with impunity. It wifi not be permitted th.it a grea£ public crime which has 
broken the faith of treaties, and has defiauded the British Government of its 
just rights and possessions, shall escafie the punishment it justly deserves. 

Wherefore, the Government of India has resolved that you shall be degraded 
from the rank of Rais, and that you shall be deprived of all your lands and 
torriioiies esroepting those hereditary possessions which you derived from your 
&thcr, Meer EoniatrKhan. 

I am,therefore,directed tooall npbn you to surrender the forfeited landsand for# 
ritories into the possession of the BritishGoverument, peBceaMy*^*^ without deluy. 

It is furth<r my duty to inform you, that troops have been put in motion on 
every side of you, for the purpose of enforcing the determination of Gottemment. 

1 am to (mint out to you the danger of heaitafion pr delay in rpn^ieriog full 
obedience to tliese demands, and the hopelessneas of all atteippts at resistance. 
itS. ' A3 Should 



?ara»0Btbe 

Coaluttimo^ 

iDM^ aU Maml. 

mti. ^ 


bUafUjt mi 4 tlia m 
itaiif 1 ^ 5 1i»|jfi»)f|jB^w|4 j>pq* 



Shodd you, notwitJWi^fdipg tidf # 

of jfaa af Wia, ndUjWft .. . 

*|MilK Voa aa *a Aemy i*» ar«w»«»« ww ttittW/Wii to joia, puL,.-.,— 
aQd to'the ooca;^<to of tito torritorito vjiastt Vou ttol)4 otQtoa'jito ^ f*P 
pw^t^t^ia to retaiftt ^ 

1 ato fnrt^tr to inform you that;,' oa totoirihg your ftuhnutok>a to toe 
notf tiddrestod to you, I am ei^powered to adjust toe ffOveral mn^iud cW^ 
which hate betm for some time pending between you apd to® tiOve|raitt?ht of 
India, 

(True copy.) 


(signed) JBi B. B: f\nfe, 
CommiSBiaamr, 


jy.fl.—Throughout the Peraian version of tois latter, toe form heretofore used 
W my predecessor and mysetf in addressing Meer AU Morad was adhere'd to. 
IThe ttords in thetr literal acceptation mean nothing more than that friend.’* 


(signed) n. B- E, Frere, 


No. 2. 

TnsMBtATiox of Letter addressed by Meer All Morad, Khan of Khyrpoor, to the 
' Commissicmer in Sind, in reply to the Letter of the latter, communicating 
tlie Instructions of the most Noble the Gorcruor-General. 


A. C. 

I luvs rcemved yonr letter, informing me that the charge of forgery in the 
TVeaty of Nownahur had been established in the opinion of toe Commission 
which sat at Sukkup, and this decision, concurred in by the Bombay and 
SnpRiine Cfovcmmenls, had been finally confirmed by the Court of Directors, 
and tout you had therefore been directed to convey the orders of Government 
for my deposition from the ralsship (or sovereignly), and that all my territories, 
except the possessions I received from my mther, would be resumed; and, 
further, yon cuUod upon me to dol^ycr i|u without delay the lands and districts, 
which under these instructions aw to be resumed, and addressed to me other 
expressions tending to lower my dNsractor and dignity, such as were not suitable 
to so devoted a servant. 

My friend, I have not the slightest dlsineUoat'ioa to obey the orders of Govera.- 
mait. Whatever the British Government may deetre, I am ready to carry out 
their wishes; and, although this order be Unjust and opprt^ive, yet I submit and 
conform to it j but you should bear in receUeetien ray services; how, from the 
first, abandoning all my own depewianto and rdatives, I relied on the friendship 
of toe British Govemnient; and how I served and acted for Government at. toe 
time of the conquest of Sind, and in the wars with the Chandra Belooehees and 
otoer tribes in the hill campaign and cbeWhme, and in which 1 expended lacs of 
rupees from my ancestoa^ property. I hoped, in return for such services, to be 
exalted % gifis and favours from Government, but the result has not been 
according to my expectations, and, <m the contrary, roy enemies' wishes have 
buMi gratified fty my becoming a Wnghhag-stock to toe whole world. My 
brethren who opposed toe Britito Government, and who were most earnest !a their 
attempts m to pursue thf tmme course, while 1, sefwristiBg taytm 

from toeui, dibeted jfirgtl^ to the Brmito, and even proceeded wmiont hntitadoB 
to fight wito them, toey qow will rejoice and openly exult mid jceff aft me. 

NWdid ! tout toe Brithto Govfimmetd Wtnijd totprive toe of my 
rights, but, oa toe eontvary: 1 had a tonueand expecKUioUit to rtostowhkto at 
to* nreseot moaaent cevid hat iaereaswtol aifSietiefi. 

My friend, toe Tartwm of ^overetoato *to froni toe Am htotoittoiy uos^ 

Jfe.'CS fe’Ls 

py ton Will s^pitol aliiip) totofd by my fimlmr* Wliica ia new Ms exiUtiuoe* ajMes 



-itug-ftfiEef!' lldKt i'MvmWBt "'Ittd: 

tfift^raihi^pi to’oiyt!3rthio#'roili Wliiob ,■■] 

aiwn-tb® .en^ tiie: cjlmrietfr^bf^^iane ^ j,' 

JW’fe&:'is;:Jb<H»ug4ty^’!^a’,«®^*dj-.delwtied ik. ih«rfa^er^ste.' ■■ .,; ;; , .,-■’ • 


•^^eelrfllbe iwpii*^^^ havebestt, bdbi«c©He<!ting«n ar^/W Vrrite 

?o ine»4pi| I any h«8itetio»,i*h«ti to colled; an : 

5 ’’yoy -Wrot<!,<'tfcatif I diwbCTed the orders and Ijpoceetfed to resiat, all ireMstftaoe 
would be utterly: bopelesf. jay friend, I have taken up the sword for the par- 
! pose of tepelling’the enemies: of the British Goyemment, but never for the pur- 
l^se of resisting jt. God forbid thet I should ever do- so; as long as I have 
breath in my body 1 shall never entertain any thoughts but those pf obedience. 

If iny» territoiy be required by the British Gpyemnient, there is hd room for 
‘ me to ask the why and the wherefore. But it is well known; that the distriot of 
Oobha (Oobaura) was for two years in the hands of the 3nti8h, and when I 
returned from the hill campaign, Major-general Sir Charles Napier, ih consider¬ 
ation of my services and rights, placed me in possession of thp distript.,. Had. ’, 
.there been any'obstacleit vrould certainly havob^ome known at the limel, ' ! 

I have hopes that Government will lake mj claipis into their failbnsaWe oOn- 
sideration, and show me .the same kindness as heretofore- I hay© Only owe 
request now to make, and that I trust will be acceded to. It is thb,'that I have 
a great dOsire to proceed to London, and there, with your permission and the 
assistance pf an, agent, 1 will lay my case before Parliament, and the advisers of 
Her most gracious Majesty, whose Justice and copiidefatibn for her .^rvantSjiBrfi 
' beyond ineasurO. If id the same way wy case should a secdnd time bfe con- 
sSdered pfovcd, according to thd accusatipijs of my enemies, 1 shall then have 
only to hskfoi^ivCneSs for my faults. I hope, therefore, that I fball be favoure,a 
with your pemissicin to depart, and be allbwed a steampr to take mie. Phis I 
' ■shall consider as, a great favour. ^ ‘ 

”Wjth regard to nay territories' I have ti^reqUest, that if ;the ch^e re 




incljuded'^in the treaty be'resume^, and lei the .other possessions reOiahi na they 
are until myrreturn from England, so as to preserve roy feputalioh:;., jtf ihis 
request be not acceded to, I have no power to resist the British Gdverimeph "or 
'dieohey its decrdes. 

Dated a8ih Rubhhe Qolawul, 126:8 Hijree , i, 

!. /CarreBDondine with ai JAnuary 1843). • ; ; f 

■,'(True translatkmiA’'; ■ ■'■■■■ ■■ .'v-i _. 

■: . (signed). ■: B. M Emt -■ ■' ■ 

AssistantGomta^oner. 

, (Troecopy^. 'V-*'' 

'^ ;.;■■■■ (8i,gne4):7>> 'v 


''.i'’ ' ■!''O y J fi'- • 




•; •/ \iki. ’.ri; 


a Document 




'■'execute^'', 






CwfitteSontf 
tlW'TenftqrMof 
Amwr Aii K^orad 


*fc. orig. 




iBU^h ^1*' 

aowj':i#!iite'-M 

'^'fli{B ,,, ,_, 

the l%rnbe of AttlA fltsili descend tb ilbc9i^|E^tiiiia' Ahotii 
Mbbbariifc Khan, and after him to Mbef^^AH 'Morad, acoondhai tb ftia custom # 
Keens, by which aU sobs worthy iof the>l»ittbni^ succeed to^M fttiier's terbb]|>< 
/kod Meer Roostum Khan has receiybd i l«t^r shabe bfteif^ry ftttia his bi^tbe^^' 
wildi the view that oae*half of the pbaduce, with the contracts, poll4ax^ and 
fisheries of the Whole couhtry, shall be appUed to the expenses of laipporting the' 
sovereignty, ^is half of the country and the said taxes oh the whole country < 
shall in turn be enjoyed by the posfessorof the turban, and applied to its expenses. 

,. The other half of the country, exclusive of the contracts, fisheries, and }x>li-tax, 
has been bestowed on Meer Roostum Khan, as his share with the other brothers. 
This I have written as a binding decree and testament, to ' be carried infp effect 
hereafter, prevent disputes Tor ever. Bated 19th Suffur, 1245 Hijree (cor¬ 
responding with ). 

(True translation.) 


(signed) B. H. Ellis, 

Assistant Commissioner.. 


No. ,3. ^ 

Draft of a Persian Letter to Meer Ali Morad. 

A. C.‘ 

I HAVE received your letter of 2l8t January, which, taken in conjunction 
with your own personal as^surance to me when I had the honour of seeing you, 
with the messages you sent to me by U»e Collector of Shikarpoor and by your 
sons Shah Nuwaz and Pyz Mahomed, and with’ the circular orders to the 
Kandars of the districts resumed by Government, has been received as evidence 
of unreserved submission to the orders of the Government of India previously 
communicated to you. 

With regard to what you write about going to England,. it is fit 1. should 
repiind vou of what I have already stated, tliat the decision in this case has 
been folly concurred in by all those to whom Her Majesty confides the Bovern- 
ment of India. Further agitatio^.therefore, by agents such as you propose,, 
cannot alter a decision which 5 , ■ l^v'lcable. It can only tend to further loss of 
character. * ■ . . , 

The concluding request, in your letter is so obviously inadmissible, and in- 
com*batible with the orders of the Government pf India already communicated, 
that I should have considered it my duty to notice it further, had not Meer Shah 
Nuwaz assured me that it, was merely intended as a suggestion, for con¬ 
sideration, and not as a formal request on your part. 

(signed) H.B>E,Frere, 

26 January 1862. ; Commissioner. 


DaAtT of Pioclainatioh tranriated iuto .Pewian, amt issued oh'ftje'fllst January 
> ■ . ‘■ lt«2. 

Thb Government of India had long seen cause to believe tb;^ hie Highness, 
Meer Ali Khyrpoor, ^ acts of foiwery .and 

the British teri-itory l Sipd, to which it was |awfBlly ^tilled. 

Reluctant to Ameerlinltos upcin toe qiear^j^KKif of nit 

sonal guilt, the iG6»brtohent of India firetted that a M; add public! inquiry * 
should be made into to® hlw*®® that had 1*!^ brought aga^t .bint..,, 

, His .Highness ptte|^^;:||e 

of whito he hsd’beeri'’aitotiSttif»!' 




’TSpSSKtSaii^^ ’.! 


,*r^O”, « O'*’"S' . >' ’.' ^‘, •'“■/a ,’ *; < ' " T v <. ■> 

. hit're6ujati«a aod-^tailljc^rt^*,^. - : ',<:.' v. •■.■• ; ■'/ :'■•,■.' \ y-J- , 'i,! '^-^T >• 

Ameerfs ^ati lias be^ jiroswJ.; Tbp. C|*rerna^eut of Isaip. wjU oot, j; 
pe^H IJigbpe?* Mee^^ KUAn ta.i^pe with .imppiiii^, “ 

' gfeafWhljobnW?‘to..rosshm.ohpah^^^ ■:. V V r'i'li;^'?'"^'’'''' 

. Wherefore; the CiOvernnient of India has resolvpd, anf hweby declares, ^t t; : 
Meer Ali Morad Khan, of Kyrpore, js degraded from the rank of Bais, and th^,, 
>all his lands ariCterritories,-excepting those- hereditary possessions only which 
were allottsd 1:6 him ^y his fether, Meer Sohtab Khan, shall henceforth be a 

portion of the British TEmpire in India. , r 

The inhabitants of those territories are hereby called upon to submit themselves 
peaceably to the dominion under which they have passed, in full relian^ Aat , 
they will be defended against their enemies and protected from harm, and that^ ;, 
unmolested in their persons, in thar property, and their, homes, they will bp , 
governed with just and mild authority. \ " 

Bv order, of the most Noble the Governor-general of India/ 

(signed) H.B.EFre^, 

CornmisHoner in Sind. 


■";■ . No._&0'of i8b2. ■; ' -"‘'i 

Letteji from E. Ttiorms^ Esq., Officiating Under Secretary to the. Govemmepi^,; 

. of India* to A. Malet^; Esq., Chief Secretarj'- to the Government of Bombay. ^ 

Sif '' ''' 

I AM directed by the most' Nobie the Govemor*|eneral in Council tp ackbow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, No. 11, submitting the further 
pr<«efeding8 of the Government ef Bombiiy in the ejse of Me«^ Ali Mor^d* and; I 
reqm^tihg the instroctiohs of this Government oh'the question of ptermittihg . 
him to proceed to En^and. ' j • u ■ 

2. In reply, I am desired to state that Meer Ah Morad should remain oh bm 
own lands, and will not have the consent of the Government op Iddia fO go.^; , ■ 
England ; but if the Meer chooses to go without our consent, his Lordsbipfih* 

Council doknot perceive what right we'have to prevent him. ‘'I - 

. .. V '■ : ‘ lhave;&c.' ' - > 

. (signed)'' '■ E. Thmosj:''‘ y':' 

; , Officiating Under Secretary to the Government of India. 

, Fort Wiliiaffi'i'^i? February 1882. ..?.v ' 

. . I ' if. . ■'* 

PoUtical D^artment, 24 Uecemlber (N«, 116) 1868. 

' .'.'vv.. I^t»;Bi!|!^r^^:'t^poyernmen.t,qf'Bomb^'|q;,^^^^^ / 

•/?■;- r':^'■ ^'Sjmp'; Bis IJia^awf M*^Aii''Jdc^ ^ . ■ ' ■ . f.:.' 
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,;9(^lw^,Cattle,;;■ ^■, '■'■: ^;,i.i'p'.: •'Tvi', ■ \i' 
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t^WSIcT-foiiitoi L.tT.« trim ‘bi C””".?*;P‘^t?7LS ' 


fiecettber (N^,116) 1853. ,u 
at.lTwjf aSfeJnorial o^ Meer Ali Morad hasin no 

j ' 1 '* <c. .<#1 AM ‘««il%'«Ai'i no nfflfil TOIlHu 

.japect'^alien flie evw 
guilty, and deservedly 


iiMiuired iflto the charee i^amat deservedly roujcted of a ROTtlOU ot ,d 


questiBg -. . , . 

.VemmwMOB, which *W‘***f ...ftitu, ■ e— j » — 

hin>fai«i»oe»»D ^^.Aytr^^y oflJosfBah r. territory. 


... • >. ■■ 


Extract Bombay Secret Consultation, November 1853. 

• • No. 416 of iSOS.-rSecret Department. 

li,™ fcom «e C6«».tai.ner ta SW 

’ ,., ib«i/a»d,^pvffldiQr V:. 

. , My;iwd, ■ • . ^ Lk^t^s^ccornpanyiii' copy ■ of >,■ 1^^ as "per 

I SAVE the honour to accoropa^ & ^ ^ Council. 

margin,* widi memorial in origiMl, for the oydens o y j, . P , . 

Tie .mwnal •?!»»« to H #«; «fem4 “ i» p«.. l of;”!? ^P<>« 

No. 171,datedlh5'l>th:M8ylast. ^ »*i. 




' .AJIW com|]|i.meQ(ts, &c<-' ^ ^ -■ 

E 11 CI. 0 SBD With this epiatle is an ‘^ ttriee” for'ju^e* on niy own,. 

. hehalf, addressed to, tho iJigh Court -of Biredtpra, May I the fayour of 
-‘your undertaking' to forward itfor me ? Ithm .been determined ffet Meerza-Ali 
Akhar'Khan afaaU, proceed as my waked);to Europe. He will answer att 
inquiries that it may be found requisite to institute respecting the kboise. 
memoria!. V' • ,, ; 

I also hope’that the reply thereto may be gireh to the waked in Europe ; ,W»»' 
in the event of its not being in accordance with hU views, he has my peymiwiqn 
to procure a remedy by. other means {lit.: that he should take anoAat rduady 
and road) and oWin justice in the matters “ of the dependant of JGbyernmieid* 
(The passage in inverted commas is an interlineation.) ,ABd as that hrieid^ 
is renowned for his great qualities, and wdl knows my sad state, I trust he Will, 
look with as generous an eye as possible upon me, &c., &c. V ; . ,> 

(True translatabn.) , , ; V. ' 

(si^ed) I’. Go/drmw/, Csptain, : , , 

Moburrum, 1270 . Deputy Cdleotor. 

A. D. October 1853 . * * ^ i ,, 

(True copies;) 

J , * (signed) B. H. iElUsf 

‘ ^ Assistant Commissioner. . ■ 




[TlmTpqridkms iefwem the Manuxript and the Printed Cg?y qf this TieiK^ai 
' are indicat^ by Marginal Motes^ ' , ' 

■ ' < To the HonouraMjS j^e Court of Directors of the East IndiuCompany.’ , 

, ,The Morad Khan, late Ears of 

> iKIpocfr, la Dpner‘Scinde, and new a Jagheerdar under the. 

'’'do^QibQ'dfdtW'Bri^'h GovernmW;''trt''.India. 

ShoWdlii'''',,^'^',0 V'. '.a': - 

'■ ■ '''That yonr: 'veiy recaidy‘•'dfo'^ihdep^d^ .sovereignuf ■ 

■tihe. wh(ue_.df;''|t^ra}^^»Bd',. ■and.Wto.-UB sudii'lhJilhO'iitaai^.on and^gavemment; 
hf ’temliori^, 'y^ revenue of 18 okhS'of rupees per annum, and 

'inbd»MM:upw«!adsnf«M»ibo© i- 


f ;ltB^wnhfer^;lhl;o ,,'by' Lieuidi.aulheoiohd'' Sir iHwander -Barnes, , 
'oh: ';we -;'|hrt'.':ofA the SjjOfeydn^j^geaewil .of ...'Ih^^^ihd'IratiS^ ' by •- 

Honquimble :^rd;^hek|^d,'di^WBh"'.Dbvero'iiii^^ ’the i29th<hf’De^i^her;.'' 

.. l- ' a. 








Ail Adtbar RJ*?. 


^;,ia ^^^ ''i|ife^«to>'ic|;;i>aitt ^ 


„1_--.wl- iiiLl»;i:i^lL'';'; ti‘^/: l--;'J* .' .1^, 


Aividellntp three tiigpH Af por4 


-T^’K''*I‘hat;i|?'aetttered.jitito At.,, DeejeA-KarKote, :;i)i»,0]^per'.S|j||,■ ••' 
on t^e aiott? iof Pe<»Baber 1842^ com|BpipJy palM the Turbaw? #. 

sfi^ippradUt’p ^d bMber, hu hiit^r Eomtuin KbaOj then the Bais or > 

EttJ« : bf Sbd, resignfd the epT^relgnty and chipfebip pf ^be thplp of 
Ab^ve tOTritdrv. to your njet&oriieiwt, itho wps next ; Soir.;vthftrot<), M ; 
und^ the V»li of ‘their father, ;Me^ §flhwib iChan, and according to the usages 
of tbo couintry and : the Taljmr family, and your memorialist s right to the 
turhan and ;to the country under that treaty , waa recognized and ddnfirmed by 
■the ;Briri8h,i3oyeriutoent;'•,, ^ 

;. %. IThat your memorialiat has now b^ dej^aded by the GoyenoiMnt of India 
frohtV^^^^ yank of Eavs, ■ and depriv^ of: tlie whole of bis territories in. Upper 
Sthdi excepting those hereditary possessions only, which were altotied* to him 
by his father, Mcer Sohrab Khan, the latter yielding your memorialist an 
! ^dninual income of about ihreie lakhs of rupees or tinder. , ,-^,v;.,. ,, 

^i 4 Ua wdrkAiiivMa Avt* 09*1 n>aliAi.ntinTi Yvf . tViiCL vnnr. aevprn,T«<fiiiSiirp 


iV*! Prodatiiation.i—Th<6 Cfovemtaent of ■ India 


seen oanifi: to belieVe 


‘ vithat hil Highness M Khan, of Khyrpofe, by acts of forgerV ahd ftaM 
had deprived tbe British Government, of. territory in Iq|^ia to’which ife ivas 
i khduliy entitl^. Reluctant to coudenitt the ArooQ; unless npoh d^he' 
ipKtbfof his personal guil^dbe Aritandbeiith of India dhncted diata^lfhll/hd^ 
4-pnblic‘ .inouiry;should'''be, 'the.''(ehargeis'''that' hbd ■’hedh'''.'’hri|it»t ■' 

vagaiiisthim. ''■' ■■■ , ;,f 

** His Highness attended the inmiiry in persoli. Etierf opporthnity wto affiorded! 
of eliciting t)ie truth, and of est^lialdng Ms .Righness’s innocent^ pf the Crimf 
, .of which'he had been Accused. ■ ':. ..V* . i"' ■ -*r:«'Si,''' 

; “ His flichness Meet Alt R|hp|i Khftft .*0 rebul^ho dtaJ^. • 


; “ His flighness Meet Alt rebul^ho • 

■'Qo clear and complete evidehce fae^jk convii^d of haying destroyed a lealiof : 
'’’the Koran, on wbichKthe ti^aty:6f,hi(hi^tttr was wri<ten^l|a^i» 
for II ano^erleaf of dMf«rent"teBor, whe^^ his Highness fraadulfinriyohtamed 
posecsshm of eavtanl feme districts, instead of viQa^ of the saine nkmhi greatly ; 


3 the Pj^udiof # Iho.lBritishvSoverhni^tste whidi 
,hsi(mged,and hi gri^y iolarion ofgO(nlih^ intd h^oar4.'.The:^ye^ 

.ilbtght no jpjntekt to interfere* with Ithe possessidns of hie'ffighliieBB Mecw Ali 
Moli^dKbintir- B ijMfed tl^t hw HighneM ehonM .eonUnne to Ime tile terri tories 
htt::iteki 40 '' .TteacA;'anu^iteeteite^'hnd4t#eA'slow - 


hA:iteid 40'' .iteaoe;'and^iteeBrite ,vand>'tt#as: slow >nrge;;:hgeuist;ms. 

Hij^nete.' j Wdriinthori^ ;■ 

but the f Ated#‘a gdiit has. bech pfothd* The, Gfeiwrhihent;' of India .will not 


,, ■. Whhri 

■, j.^Meer .Alt;; 


M'^lj^iiMsKtlldeeri''Ali.' 'M6rAd::'':lCh8n':'>t and a . 

.ido^;KhA''df''Khyrpdi^^kP&iW ^ 

.USa..: I ■'■■ 11^ I- 1^^ ' -’■diMi*^iri'liTM’'ilir^''l‘’liiin‘Anr 'll nwfS*^ TtAiiiw'' a^rt'irfanitlhiiriitrt /vm1«v 




^hi,.only 




'•’€M|S!|&4iiiitej'M-'Jwl'^»»*a;S»|^|P^^^^^^^4« ;■ i' 

)|i^jfV''Of pjlUal|'''th& •; 

aot'of ttg;gi%s^!pffi'''a^bst'bii|.a»;tM^^.iii[l«iem^»'' ''''''' 

' .V’S-Ifia^tipe that' liie Indian OpveFBm^t'',,'biPp|giit-i^;ft,h^^ :l?:iflit;»f„' ' 

havip^ fraudulently altered the treaty of Efdwnahui^ and tliat a Comnjisaon was ' 
ap^iited tb iaqUire intd that c1>ai*ge;^ and that j?o*ir‘memo^all«t Was itirit^ tp ’ 
attend* artd did attend during the. Inquiry, but, aa he will, detiioinatrato in tlie 
course of this memorial,' it is not true that he oornmiitted the forgery iinputed ib 
him, or was justly convicted of it.. It is it^ triie 'that Us tittefo the distri^s 
referred to depended on the treaty of NoWhalmr, which, on the questidn of the 
lawful right to them, might be thrown out. of Consideration; still jess is.it true' 
that these districts Vere ever or could have been the lawfully acquifed Wtritory 
of the British Government, or of which your memorialist defrauded ibeni, so as 
to entitle the Briiish Government pow to appropriate them to tiiemselVes. 

10. Youjr memorialist, avoiding all unnecessary detail, apd ashing simply a j ' 

clear and dispassionate heating from yOur honourable Court, proceeds'to make 
good the above'assertidus. • , ' v'■■ 

11. Tlie treaty of Nowitahar Was signed on the. field* of. battle, on t]^ ifith 


firmed.” 'Your memorialist whdlly denies that, to his knowledge,' the treaty, hs 
so confirmed, hap ever been altered. He makes this qualification for reasons 
tliat will be afterwards explained. . But whether alter^ or not, the territory, , 
whatever it,was, included, in that treaty (a^ the time it was entered into), was 
lawfully traniferred to your memorialisV add the British Government never 
had. aiiy right to it. ‘ Subseqiietatiy, apd on^the 20th; of Hecember 1842, Mper 
RoMtum Khao resigned the soverojgnty iof .Upper Bind in favour; of your v 
■.WJ^nii^rialwtl aud ip the speeificatiqn of territory made over to. him on thgt ' 
o^sidn, will be found the very districts of which he is now accusefi of having 

" ■ '.I; ' ' . 

1 , ; 5ai’‘'iPwo days previously to‘ the execution of this treaty; that is to say, oh the ;. 
'fdth of December 1842, Mwor-general Sir Charles Napier, cdim^nd'lng the ■ 
British>foi^ in Siiid^Wnd Beloochistan,. issued a proclaraation,'the terms of 
' which it: is' important'' ,io observe, becausdf'a mistaae as tb:tiiem doiistitutes a 
. imiding W:^.comfiitted by all engaged in tW: recent investigation , ' 

i./'A: ‘t, ‘'-'iK' /s'r''jj;t*‘*i8'l>eoetnher 1842.. 

* , . ,WTlm 4 wvwi;ofegbi^ oiditifod, md ito tk|e possession of the 

...distriftts of and Bhodngbarai and m^tfS^annef the paid districts to the 

,tBrritoty.(pt;pif Nawab. of Bhaiijdjljpdre,; to whom ..tbfey will be 

; immcdiately'md^f his, Highnwts''guaidat|e!tjii^''«l' d(mtrabts.vdHi'de between 
_ 'i'. the,.Adiiswf|;|dd/m^te>individtims,'not^ tho"«aid;'iditlncts,f' ih>such.''manaer 

as 8haB:.^;ljie(wal^}^ai3mn ip\feilfil|ng the :d<^hlfitif.:tiLb'tieatyr/^': 

■ ■ . . i Sji »k; f';v’V ]." ■ i'f'•' ■ 

1'8., There;fi^fip»::bthji^....piocla]^ isstmd£;'.suid'.;tid4''''m'''iP'pmckm 
referred to b the |iHdedde before the 

.' by the 

^ ..'wtaliwM AiiSlib‘}wIti.YWkauiisikl4M£^ W' 







TeriritoriM of 
AmMr AH Moradi 



linadj, 


jkrgan 

'•tita sWereigo:|y'W^I'w'hi^jh‘frtis 
SM)t{i, DeceroGe!r 1842 , art tiorth of the sdalJ^^^Ijiaijloote iad 


BhoOi^ara, and were not include hi of ift any aiaanfr hyithat fro- 

damalfon ; and in confirmation of tho as^artion of .your .memtHnaHst as to the 
territory intended to be fciken posiessioa of adder the abote prtolatnation, yoar 
meniorm/iat a'ould refer your honouwTe Court to the following extract of 
“ Intelfigpnce from Scinde, 2 /st to 27th December 1843, No. 444,” Sind, Blue 
Book, page 481, under the signature of Sir C» Napier . 


‘* On the 2i>th instant, the late Shah . Sliujah’s Eegiment, and. 19th Bengal 
Native Infiintry, unrler the command of Brigadier Wallace, left Roree e« route 
to Ferozpoor, the Brigadier having received instructions to take posfiessidn of, 
and hand over to such ofiiceis as inay be deputed by the Nawab of Bhawulpoor, 
tJje pioviiices of Subaulcote and Bhooiigbara. Proclamations to the aboVe*effect 
hav« been published.*’ 


16. Immediately after the execution of the turban treaty, your memorialist 
received |X)Sscgsion fiom the kardtirs of Meer Nusseer Khan of the tuppas of 
Mi'hrpoor, Matlicla and Mehurkee, and from the kardars of Meer Roostum 
Khan of the rest of Upper Sind, theretofore under Meer Roostum Khan’s rule; 
and Meer Nusseer Khan, and the other sons of Meer Moorbaruk, became the 
subjects of your memoriHlist, as the sovereign of Upper Sind. It is not contended 
that any part of this territory became British territory, or liable to forfeiture to 
the Britisii Government, until after the Iwttle of Meeanee in Lower Sind, which 
took place m the 17tlj of February 1K4». Previous to this, the Ameers of Upper 
Sind had been pressed to enter into a treaty with the British Government to 
Cede the districts north of Roree, lying between that town and Bhoongbara and 
iSubzulcotc, to the BrUi.sh (iovcrnmenl, on receiving what the Governor-general, 
in ignorance of the,value of the country, had supposed to be full compensation’ 
for tiu! same; but that ucaty was-in the course of negotiation up to tl)e time 
wlien the war broke out, commencing with the attaiik on the Residency at 
IJydrahad on the 14tli of February 1843, three days before the battle of 
Meeanee. 


18. It is on tiie records of your honourable Court, that your memorialist, as a 
faitliful ally of the British Goveniment, rendered impoi’tant service to. the British 
forces on that occasion. * 

17. Long subsequently, the Governor-general, in a despatch, dated the 17th 
August 1843, to Sir C. Napier, eajipressed himself regarding your memorialist as 
follow.s:— 

uiternwst “There can be no wish to deal otherwise than with the utmost* liberality 

towards Meer Ali Morad. Whatever may have been his views, helms appa¬ 
rently been hitherto a faithful ally. He has been so wlien his sudden and un¬ 
expected enmity, might have been fatal to our army, aud we are bound to treat 
him with the utmost consideration.”- ■ 

18. Meer Nusseer Khan and the other sons of Meer Moobaruk Khan having 
left thi ir own country, joined the Apeers of Lower Sind, and took part against 
the British, army at the battle, of Meeanee. Your memorialist had previously 
joined Sir Clrar’lcs Napier with 6,000 men, and during the battle occupied, 
under the General’s (j^ders, the right bank of tlie ludus^an'd kept off tihe 
Ghandans and other tribes on that side from the British position. Afterwards, 
at the battle of Hydrabad, which bfecurred on the 24th of March 1843, the 
kdldwers of the sous of Meer Moobaruk Khan jofned lire forces qf Meer Shere 
Maiiomed, and again conlended witfi' the British- Your memorialist, during 
that battle,, by arrangement witli Sir Charles Napier, again protected the British 
position from attack on the side of Sewaii. Daring the remainder of ffie cam¬ 
paign witli .Sliere Maiiomed, your memorialist assirted the, Brithih forces and 
rendered coni>iderabie service at the fort of Snkkurand in preventing Shere 
Mahomed crossing the Indus to join the other tribes who had nift: been engaged 
in either battle, and in driving him towards Mmor Jacob’s force, which was 
stationed near the Desert, to intercut him in that direction; \ a ■ ^ 

1». After die complete diseomfiturt ofiSbere Mahomed, tlm assMtance of your 
memorialist being no Iqnger needed in Lower Bind, he reeeifed jmrmisrion to 

■ ^ proceed 



t.,'-h' 










mrit plundWi«g’|#';#3i«re»l>i;*l»e;;CCt«nt»y;r|f^vmem0riail8't>rigag'ed,iaa^;,; 
d«fea«e<l tetritones; 

cannot be whatever ibrfeituw$tbf Jar^xy Meer Mobbaruk’s sons -T^^.^; 

had incurtej^'ik^'^rt tbey bad tak^^ tbe^iallKira pf S'sd, were forfe^ ; ^ ■ 

incurred to year itiemfflrialist, as their lawful sor^reigtt, and not,to his ally^ the 
BritisbGor«r«nient.:Yourniemorialisthaduhdbubtedlytherig;httt>resuine- 
the jagheets of .his rebellious subjects, in arms agaiiUd; hiiuself, but by no course 
of reasoning whatever can it be shown that the British Goyernment hqd that 
right. Wherefore, even if your memorialist had committed the forgery in the 
treaty of Nownahur now imputed to him, and of whic-h he is confideiit lliat your 
^nourable Court, on a re-examination of the papers, will acquit him ; even if 
the subsequent treaty of the '20th December 1842, under which the kardare of 
the son^f of Meer Moobaruk Khan surrendered to ycmr memorialist the tuppas 
of IVfeerpoor, Matliela, and Mehurkee, were put out of consideration s even if 
tliOse tup|)as be regarded, at the commencement of the war in Lower Sind, as 
the lawful property of the sons of Meer. Moobaruk Kliau, it would I'H; as false 
in reasoning as it is iiicon'ect iu fact to assert, that these tuppas formed part of 
the territory in India to which the British Government was “laafully entitled,” 
or tliat your memorialist, by the imputed forgery, “ obtained possession ot several 
large districts, instead of villages of tlie same name, gre-atly to the prejutlioe of 
the British Government, to which the said districts lawfully belonged.” 


*20. But, secondly, iadependcutly of your memorialist’s original title tc the 
districts in question, when tlie distribution of territory in Upper Sind was 
being made by the British Government, not as conquerors of the eanintry, but 
as the paramount pow'cr in India, re-arranging territory in a manner to secure 
a safe frontier, and awarding compensation to those Ameers whose, districts were 
taken and given to others, the country in question was confirmed to your 
memorialist in free gift for services rendered to the British army. 


21. In a letter addressed by tl># Governor-general of India, dated the 19th 
Soptemher, No. 384 of 1843, to Sir Charles Napier, then Governor of Sind, 
the latter was empowered as follows : 

Second paragraph : “ My collcagms concur with me in thinking that it is 
expedient to leave to your Exeelloncy the decision as to what particular portion 
of this tract (the country intervening between Roree and Subziilcotc) shall he 
allotted to the Hriti.‘'h Government, to the Nawab of Bhawnlpoor, and to Meor 
Ali Morad, respectively.” 

22. Under this authority and the other correspondence that bad taken plucc 
between the Governor-general and Sir Charles Napier, the Governor of Sind> 
the latter acted, and subsequently he described what he had done, in a lettei* to 
the Governor-general, dated Kurracliee. the 18th .Tamiary 1847, No. 2d, of which 
the following are extracts;—“ On the 28th June I made a clear statement^ 
of his,Highness’s (meaning your memorialist’s) claipn, on the 17th August his . 
Lordshif), the Governor-general, expressi.'d doubts whether the Ameer Roostum 
made over his personal lands as well as those belonging to the turban to his 
brother, Meer AH Morad, and Ids Lordship directed me,, pending the decision 
of this question, to take possession of all the land.s which never belonged to 
either or those chiefs^ which order I obeyed. On the 30tii August 1843, it 
appeared by Mr. Secretary Thomason’s letter of that date, that the view taken 
by me on the 28th June 1843 was correct. iTlms tbe'douhts which had been 
entertapieq by Lord Ellenborough (pending the decision of the 10 doctors of the 
Mabomedan College at Calcutta) foil to, the ground, and no further orders Imvitig 
been issued on the subject by the Supreme Government, I considered that the 
claims of his Highness to the whole of the lands held by Meer Roostum were 
just. He at that time had possession, of them, and' I left matters as they stood 
pending further instructionv which 1 before observed wire never received,” 

“As regards. Lord Ettenborough’s letter on the 17th of August, I understood 
it thus:” i, 

“ 1. That AH Morad has ho jright to any territory north of Rqtee, because 
we had, by the draft treaty, seized upon the whole as a punishment to be inflicted 
on the Khy^or Ameer (meaning Meer Roostum ;.). ' ! Moobaruk. 

„ 118 . ' iv- ■■ ■- ■ .^=;;f2.,That 




IHjHsr* on tiijir “ 2 That when the battle of Meeanee made ne md$teii Mii 

Coo«M*tioii «f district aibnp with the rest), then wb were to give to his HifBiis ebtti* 

AmwASorad * walist) the Turban lands in the district north of Roree, not is a r^ht, but is a 
gift, These lands, however, Were'hever made over to him bymei H[e kept 
possessibn of all the lands of Meer Roostnm by ray pertaissioioi (he having 
previously taken them, because the kardars, taking advantage of the mterregnura 
caused by the flight ofRoostum, were plundering ^th Ameers), till the Governor- 
general should <Ieclde upon his claims, and then he was to account for the reve¬ 
nues of any that the Government chose to return to Meer R<wstum, for the war 
had not thuii began, tmd after the conquest Roostum’s territoriess becatoe ours. 
As it had been decided at Calcutta, tliat his Highness (meaning your memo- 
.rialist) had a right to all the lands made over to him by Meer Roostum, in other 
parts of Sind, I considered,, following Lord Ellenborough’s injunction'to treat 
his Highness liberally, as a faithful ally, when his disaffection might hat;ebeen 
miscliievous to tis, that the rule should in fairness apply to that territory which 
\vc gave him as a reward, as wet! its to that which he liad in the right of the gift 
recorded in the Koran. But I have alsq to call to the notice of your Lordship 
tliat his Highness, at much expense, led a strong force into the hills, as allies of 
the British in 1845, thougli in no way bound to do so by any treaty. This 
added much to tlie strong claims which he before had upon British liberality. 

“I have always endeavoured after the conquest to act in the spirit which 
produced the draft treaty, viz., that the treaty was brought about by the 
treaclierouS conduct of tlie (other) Ameers, and not by; a grasping desire of 
conquest and of increasing our territory; that the resistance to a punishment 
inflicted by the Supreme Government for the want of faith exhibited by the 
Ameers, forced upon us the conquest, and that when masters of the whole, we 
generously gave to those who had been feitiiful, viz., the Nawab of Bhawulpoor, 
the Rajah of Jufeulmerc, and his Highness Ali Morad. 

“In conclusion 1 have to observe, that nothing has been formally given by. 
me; all remains in abeyam e, subject to the decision of your Lordship. 

“ I send herewith a rough sketch map matte by the Collector, and Captain 
Scott will send a more correct one hereafter. Obaura, Khyrpoor, Dirkee, and 
Eraaut-wah, are the lands which All Morad has in his hands, but which are 
not his by right. Half of tlicm, however, are so by gift, according to the lelter of 
Lord Ellcnborough, and the whole of them according to my view of the subject; 
a view which 1 think would have been also that of Lord Ellcnborough, had the 
matter been brought to an issue before his Lordship left India. The revenue of 
these districts for 1843 and 1844 only, amounted to 1,1«,285 rupees. 

“ Finally, (to sum up tlie wboje of the above), I consider that all lands which 
are held by his Highness to the nolth of Roree are his by gift. 

“All south of Roree are his Highness’s by right. 

“ To take from him any of the first, would, I think, be illiberal towards a 
faithfully ally. , , 

* “ To take any of the last would be a breach of faith.” 


23. Your memorialist, without acknowledging that the battle of Meeanee 
could have the effect contended for in the above letter, namely, of transferring to 
the British Government the districts north of Roree, of which your memorialist, 
their ally, was at that time the Rais, or lawful sovereign, produces the above 
letter in proof that, putting aside all other questions, he has a just title to the 
districts in question by gift 

24; Again, in the pajier headed “ Memorandum of the first connexion of the 
British with Ali Morad Khan Talpoor, prepared in the Foreign Olfice of the 
Government of India, and made over to the Government of Bombay during the 
recent stay of the most Nobluthe Governojvgeneral in Bombay,” the draft treaty 
which Sir (Varies Napiet had proposed your memorialist should eater into with 
the East India Company's set forth irith remarks, tlie second article of which i$ 
as follows! ^ Art. 2. ills Highness Ali Morad Khan Talpoor, is acknowledged 
as Rais, and as accessor to all the lands which were held by Ms Hi^ljness Meer 
Roostum Khan Talpoor, at tlie time the said Meet wa» overthrown m the battle 
of Meeanee, and also the lands conceded to his HfghneSi by Meer Nusseer 
Khan Talpoor. These lands nrc^ asTollaws. . ; > > - 
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PAPS»S RATING TO AMEBE ALI M0RAD. 

, “ Of Meer Kbarn:— 

" 1 . IkAcW Cb<W AbfBja. 

Kowsbfjra. 

“ 3. Khofldiara- 

» 4. Sudda ^iagum. 

«fi. City of Jthyrpoor. 

“O.Koree, 

** 7. Eeneo (country of the Desert). 

“ 8. Nar^. , 

“0. FortofShahgurli, Sirdarghur, See. 

“And of Meet Nusseer Khan (the eldest son of Meer Mooljarick) 

18 . Meerpoor. ‘“20. Mehurkee, and the village of 

ip.iMuthela. Dadlo. 

“ iZemarfe.—Nos. 6, 10, 11, 12, 18, 10, and 20, constitute a portion of the 
tract which was confiscated,” ('I'ln's is a ^mistake, they never were confiscated). 
“ In December 1842, prior to the date of tlic deed (meaning the 'furban treaty), 
Sir Charles proposed to give them to Ali Morad, as a reward for his fidelity. ^;^ji 

“ The forts of Shabgarh, Sirdarghur, &;c. (No. 9) were made over to Jessul- 
mere, and will be noticed by and by. 

“ All tlic above named [daces, including those ceded to Ali Morad by Nu-'Secr 
Khan, were entered in Meer Roostum’s deed of transfer,” (the cession of the 
Turban) “ besides the following,” &c. 

23. The above will be sufficient to show your honourable Court that, 
putting aside all (pitstious of prior legal right to t^c districts of Meerpoor, 
Mutbela, and Mcliurkee, the British Government, in taking upon itself to 
redistribute tlie territory of Upper Sind, made a gift of those districts to your 
meiTiorinlist as a reward for liis fidelity, and your memorialist confidently appeals 
to the justice of your honourable Court, not to recall and appropriate to itself 
wliat it has once given away for service rendered. 

2(i. Your memorialist now proceeds to notice the false and scandalous charge 
which has been made the foundation of tliese harsh and not disinterested measures 
towards himself. 

27. It is well knowui to your honourable Court that yoiy memorialist was the 
youngest of three brothers', of wliom Meer Roostum was the Rais or Ruler of 
Upper Sind. 

.28. Your memorialist was considerably younger tlian tlio other two, and in his 
minority liis brothers, Meer Roo.stum and Meer Muobaruk, unjustly deprived 
him oi' a large portion of iiis hereditary jagheer, including In's siiare of Shikarpore, 
and tlie cily of Kliyi-ponr. Meer Moobaruk was, in Ids own right, possessed 
of a pergunuali in Upjier Sind, called Matbela, wbicb he divided into three 
tuppas or portions, called Meerpoor, Matliela, and Mehurkee. It is very 
important to bear in mind that the [lergiinnah of Matliela comprelicnds all 
three districts; and in proof of this assertion, your memorialist begs to draw the 
attention of your honourable Court to the following extract from a letter 
' addressed by Major Golduey, Collector of Upper Sind, to the' Commissioner, 
dated the 3l8t of July 1849, No. 440. 

“Sir,—In reply to your letter, No. 1151, of 24th iiistailt, I have the honour to 
state, that the [lergiumahs of Meerpoor and < 1 ^ Meiiurkee were, under the Meers, 
distinct portions m the large pergunnah of Matheia.” 

29. Meer Moobaruk died in July 1839, and his oldest son, Meer Nusseer 
Khun, succeeded to his father’s hereditary property, and retained possession of 
the territory' his father had usurped from your memorialist. 

30. Subsequently, in January 1840, your menioriaiist succeeded, through the 
late Mr. Ross Bell, then the Political Agent of the BritiriiGoverument In Upper 
Sind, in recovering some of his villages from Meer Nusseer Klian;- 

31. The disputes between your memorialist and his brother and nephews 
continued until the month of September 1842, when Meer Nusseer Khan 
wantonly burnt some villages of your memorialist. This led to a battle between 
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“10. Obbowra. 

“11. Khyppoor Durkarkce. 

“ 12- Emamwah. 

“13. 9*28th share of Shikarpore. 
“14, Mooghlee. 

“ 1 a, Chucb and Mazarcha. 

“10. Ropub. 

“17. Boordika. 


Papers e» ih« 
Confiscation n/ 
tlie Teiriierlea of. 
Aflieer Ali Morad. 


8haik Alii llu-csain 
nmde the same 
atateineni before 
the Comraissioii, as 
will be afterwards 
noticed. 
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Papers on tUe their respective forces at a place called Nbwnahtir,; in w^^ yoSar weasdrMHst 
Confiscation of was victorious. Meer Nusscer Khao and his brother, Meer MahoiHca All, w4re 
taeMAlSral mercy of your memorialist, when Mecr Roostum Khan interposed and 

__ ‘ arranged a treaty, which ■wsw thereupon written by Syud, named Peer Ali 

Gohur, in a Koran of your memorialrst, and to which Meer Roostuqi Khan, 
Mecr Nusseer Khan, and Moer Ali Ackbar Khan put their seals, 

32. By this treaty, commonly called the Nowriahur treaty, it is said that Meer 
Rocjstum made over to your memorialist seven of ins own villages, and that 
Meer Nusseer transferred to your memorialist two other villages called 
“ Alathela ” and “ Dadaloo.” 

33. Your inemonalist, on the other hand, asserts that Meer Nusseer made 
over to him on that occasion the purguniiah, not tlie village, of Matliela, 
iiu'Indiiig the three tuppas of Meerpore, Mathela, and Mehurkee. 

34. It will, at the very outset of the discussion, suggest itself to your 
hononvalde Court, that such a treaty must first have been written in draft; 
secondly, that Meer Hoostum and Mto Nusseer must have kept copies of it. 
Indeed, one of the stipulations in it is that Meer lloostnin should depute a 
vakeel to get. the treaty sanctioned by the British authorities. The treaty was 
discussed and agreed to in the pre.sence of nnrnbors of chiefs of both parties. 
Shaik Ali Hoossein states that he had a eoi)y made expressly to deliver to Captain 
Broun, and another coj>y tnade for Towur Mull, a moonshec iu the employ 
of .Major (ilibhorn; and it would seem of itself obvious that a pubic treaty, 
made on the field of battle, in the presence of the friends and retainers of holli 
parties, could not he altered subsequently by your mcrnoriiilist’s direct ons, and 
purgunuahs subslitutad fqj* villages, without certain and immediate detection. 

36. It will be seen from the following extract from the Digest of Intelligence 
of Captain Brown, Assistant Political Agent in Upper Siml, from the 20tl) to 
the 26th of Septemlter i s i2, that your memorialist was unable to obtain posses¬ 
sion of the territory ceded to him by tlic treaty of Nowmaliur. “ It appear.* that 
the Ameer (meaning your memorialist) had sent his mother and aunt to Meer 
Roostum Khan, to endeavour to persuade him to act up to the agreement lately 
written in Ali Morad’s Koran. In this, however, they failed, and, on the contniry, 
the chief calls upon Meer Ali Morad to restore Bubhaloo and the other 
villages, the right to which, after being so long disputed, liad been given iu his, 
Ali Morad’s, favour. * 

36. The circumstance here recorded is of extreme importance, for even the 
bitterest of your memorialist’ dversaries will acknowledge the improbability of 
his venturing to alter the treaty ol’ior the above negotiation for its perfornianoe. 

37. Your memorialist, however, has been declared giiilty of altering it mainly 
on the evidence of Shaik Ali Iloossein, formerly your memorialist’s minister; of 
Teer Ali Gohur, the writer of the treaty ; and of one Towar Mull, a person first in 
Major Clibhorn’s employ as a news-collector, and afterwards in the employ of the 
British Government. 

38. Of these persons, the two former had incurred your memorialist’s extreme 
displeasure, and had been ignominiously expelled bis terntory*. The third, < 
Towar Mull, was in gaol nntier sentence of four years’ imprisonment with hard 
labour on the roads, and was brought up from gaol for the purpose of giving 
his evidence. Another felon, named Jokirani, was also brought from gaol to 
testify against your memorialist,Wbut was not examined ;»ail these jiersons 
stipulated for and expected large rewanls as the pfiee of their testimony, and liad 
tiic strongest pensoual interest in proving your memorialist guilty of the imputed 
forgery. Meer Mahomed Hoosseiu, tho elde.st son of Moer Roosturn, at the time 
of the inquiry an exile at Bhawalpoor, also presented himself to the Commis¬ 
sioners, and afterwarils addre.<>scd Government, claiming a reward as for a gfeat 
service rendered. 

33. The Commissioners acknowledge tliat the testimony of these witnesses, 
with the exception, it is presumed, of Meer Mahomed Hoossein, would be of very 
little value if uncorroborated by collateral proof, observing, that “ in sUch' a 
ciue as this, direct evidcjice is not to be expected frotn witnesses of ane,’6ce()tion- 
ahle cliaracter and motives; it thus becomes necessary to take such as is pro¬ 
curable* 
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4<y. *rhe Hotiourabte Mr. "Willoftghby in like manner, in the twelfth para, of AweerAliMorw^ 
bis minute, observes^ “ It is true tJuit the witnesses are reputed to be notorious 
and iinBCTOfiulouS* intriguers ; they are, by their own showing, accessories in the 
alleged ihiud; and they are now at bitter enmity with Ali aioratl. It is, there¬ 
fore, just possilde that tlioy may have conspired to get up tJjis citarge against 
him, but the particularity and consistency of their statements, and the concur¬ 
rence of the collateral circiimstancos, are so strong as hardly to be' overborne 
by tlu'se considerations;” and the Right honourable the Governor-general, 

Lord Dalliousie,. in bis minute confirming the conclusion tiic Commissioners 
had arrived at, observes upon the evidence of these persons in the following, 
terms:— 


“ }f’ file case against the Ameer liad rested merely on the ti>tiuiony of Sliaik 
Ali Hoossoin and Peer Ali Gobur, foimorly the confidential servants of bis 
lliglines.s, and now his accusers, or if the direct evidence of these men had been 
supported only by handwriting produced by impressions of seals sworn to, or by 
the evidence of third parties, wlio miglit have been schooled and influenced by 
them, I should have been reluctant to convict the Mecr. The skill witlj wliicli 
such testimony can be manufactured, and the case with wbicli it can be obtained 
in eastern countries^ are too notorious to admit of my placing any reliance u|Kin 
it, if it had stood alone.” 


41. It is, therefore, confessedly necessary to test the statement.s of the wit- 
msscs by collateral proofs, and tliat your memorialist will proceed to do, con¬ 
fident that be will satisfy every unprejudiced mind that the charge against him 
is the result of a foul conspiracy, for which revenge and the prospect of large 
rewards furnisbed the amplest motives. 

42. Shaik Ali Hoosscin, the principal witness, deposed before the Coniniis- 
siomr, on the 2()tli of April 1850, as follows (on being asked what bo /mm* ‘know*, 
alxiiit tlic figlu at Nownaliur). “ Meer Ali Morad Khan and Meer JNusseer 
Kliaii having had a dispute about the village of Soondcrbugla, which led to a 

fight near Nownaliur, Meer Mahomed AH Kiian and Meer (ifaoolam Mahomed 
Khan, the son of Meer Roostum Kiian, came out to oppose Meer Ali Morad 
Khan, iiiid wo surreuuded them with our troops. Meer Roostum Khan then, 
liaving his sons and nephews, came forward alone to Ali Morad, in order to 
]iut a slop to the disluriiaiice. lie told Meer Ali Mftrad that it was a bad 
thing to fight; hut lie rojdied, that be bad expended a great deal of money in 
the rpiarrcJ, and wotdd not tlierefore make [)oace for nothing. Meer Roostum 
Khan tlien gave him seven villages of liis own, and Dadiexon the part of Meer 
Kiisseer Khan, and Matliela on that of Mecr Mahomed Alee Khan, and made 
a « riling to that cireot in the Koian, stating at the same time that he would send 
his vakeel, and get the arrangement sanctioned by the British Government. 

Peace was tims restored, Meer Roo.stuni Khan affixing liis own seal to the 
writing, and sent Peer Ali Gobur with Mir/a Jiilbauee to MeerNusseer Khan, 
and Meer Ali IJklibar, and Meer Maboriicd Ali, to get thinn to affix their 
seals also. A man of his soon afterwards returned, staling that Meer Nusseer 
Khaii refused to put his seal to it. Meer Roostum Khan then went himself and 
got tl'.e seals of Meer Niisseer Khan and Meer Ali Ukhbar affixed to the 
engag(>meut, and then sent the Koran' to Meer Ali Morad. The latter then 
ordered me to let Meer .Mahomed Ali and Meer Gholam Mahomed go. Ali 
Morad remained there that night, and the following day proceedeil towaixls 
Dccjeo-Ka-Kote with his array. The day after I went from thence to Bubhalow, 
and the following day 1 took the Koran and a letter from the Meer, with a copy 
^of tlie ti-eaty) to Captain Brown. The Koran was shown to him and tiie copy 
given for the records. Afterwards the jrrDclamatiou was issued by the British 
Government in December 1842, and Sir Cltarles Napier arrived at Sukkur and 
sent orders that from that season's khurcef crop, all the country north of Roree, 
belonging to the Meers of Khyrpoor, would be taken po^cssion of by the British 
Govenimem, with the exception of wliat belonged to Meer Ali Alorad; or if 
any of Meer Ali Moraii's was taken, other pkces would be given in cxeliange 
for it. At the time a letter was written by Sir Cliarles Napier to Meer AH 
Morad, requiring him to state whether he had any country north of Roree, to 
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i^ipera on the ’which he replied, tbnt be had the.'vlllaffes, of Dadlbp, 

ConfiiOBiJon of together With tho pefgunnab of Mathela, j^d at the 
]uiwr^li*Morad *' before Matbeia into “ pn’tgunnab ’fi dt*e»t*les 

.' * hm this was d^e). ■ ' ■ . , ■ ; 

43. Peer All Gohur, examined on the same day, deposed ra^' bt^efly to th* 
same effect; a part of bis deposition is as follows; “ Sometlmedfter this'fitteaa'- 
iijg the Nownahur treaty), wlien the proclamation was issued b^ the British 
Government about the annexation of the country, the word (deli) signifying 
village, wds altered in the treaty to ‘ purgunnah,’ and in doing this the paper 
was spoiled,” 

44 . Thus it will be seen that both the witnesses state, that the alteration of 
' “the village” of MatheJu into “the purgunnah” of Matilda was made by 

your memorialist after the issuing of the proeiaiiiation about the annexation of 
the country, and indeed by reason of that proclamation. • ■ 

45. In attemjiiing to fry this evidence by its inicvual proliabillty, it is remark¬ 
able that the Commissioners should not have considered whether Sir Charles 
Napier’s proclamation, or the state of things at that tiine, furnished a sufficient 
motive for your memoriulist to commit the forgery imputed to him. 

46. It has been alreatly pointed out, that that proclamation did not affect the 
district in which the purgunnah of Mathela, or tlie three tlippas of Meerpoor, 
Mathfla and Meliurkee were situated. The Commissioners did not send for the 
proclamation, and make it an exhibit in the inquiry. They did not correct the 
mis-statement of Shaik AH Hoossein and Peer AH Gohur as to its cffect, and 
they evidently were under the impression, at the close of the inquiry, that the 
proclamation had in fact confiscated all the country north of Roree. 

47. In the same manner the Honourable Mr. Willoughby observes, “The 
original treaty of Nownahur was written on the 0th Shaban la.’iS (15th 
September 1842). ThCiiniud-was committed on the issue of the proclamation 
confiscating Subzalcote and Bhoongbara.” 

48. The Governor-general, in like manner misled as to the nature of the pro¬ 
clamation (which in reality was no confiscation at all, but an allocation of terri¬ 
tory to Nawab of Bhawulpore, for which compensation was to be given to the 
Ameers), expresses himself sis follows: 

“The Honourable Mr. Blane has raised a question as to the date at which the 
forgery was committed, with the v^e^v, a.s I understand, of founding upon it the 
argunjent, that if committed previous to the issue of the proclamation, 18th 
December 1842, confiscating t- rritory, then the fraud was against his 
brother Ameers, and the British Oovernmeiit has nothing to do with it. 

“ I am not prepared to admit, that even if the forgery were committed in the 
short interval between the 15th of September 1842 and 18th of December 1842, 
tlie Britisii Government would not have a right to call AH Morad to account for 
a fraudulent act that indirectly deprived them of territory which would otherwise 
have beeji tlieirs by the proelatnatiou of December 1842, just as they now call 
him to account for an act that has filched such tereilory from them directly.” 

49. This, as has been shown above, is an entire misconception, but even if it 
had been otherwise, the Turban treaty, making over precisely the same districts 
to your memorialist, manifestly removed any motive for the forgery, if the pro- 
cluntation indeed had furnished one. The proclamation was datw 18th Decem¬ 
ber 'J,@42. A great number of copies ■were made for the purpose of being posted 
U{. and distributed, and it is not improbable that it was not made public until the 
following day, or even later. The Turban treaty, on the other hand, was 
executed on the 20th D<'ccml)er 18*2, at Dejee-Ka-Kote, about 50 miles from 
Sukkur, and before the proclamation had reached so fkr, and the following 
meroorandupi of intelligence, writteti by Major Clibborn on the 19th December 
1842, will conclusively show your bouqurable Cqurt that the Turban had been 
offeicd to your memorialist prior to tile date of Sir C. Nujder’iS prociamatibn. 

“ December 19th, 1842.—Meer Rotffltnm Khan sent a dastkhat the day before . 
yestcM-flay to Meer AH Murad, at DejCe-Ka-Kote, ^ying,” yoU not 
well in separating yourkclf from’ ns; the Kaffirs are taking oUi* Countfji from 
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f if you took the Pijggree (the "furban) at once; add 

__, ^ , 0'^® possession } we will make it ovet to you.” ^iteer 

' Alt ldora<i lint “ an answer, requiring Futteh Mahomed Choree to be sent to liieer AJi Morad 
him. Futteh Mohomed went early yesterday to Dejee. At noon yesterday Meer : —— ; ’ 

Roostunt a^^his wife (mother of Meer Mahomed Hoossein) and three daughters 
with Korans th Meer AH Morad, desiring hospitality for the ladies and children 
of the Amefeis in the fort of Dejee,'and imploring him to join them; and again 
Peer AH Gohur recotnmended that Meer Nusseer Khan and Mahomed Hoossein 
should immediately be sent to make their submission io Mht AH Morad, in 
tlieir own and Meer Roostum’s name, and to declare their iiite .lion of abiding 
entirely by Jn’s (AH Morad s) decision in extremity. The above Ameers have, 
iii company with Peer Ali Gohur, proceeded to lay the Puggree before Meer- 
AH Morad”at Dejee.” 


50. •These circumstarices of themselves must prove to your honourable Court's 
satisfaction that th^supposed forgery of the treaty of Nownaliur could not have 
betm made between the interval of Sir C. Napier's proclamation, making over 
Subzalcote and Bboongbara to the Nawab of Bhawalpoor, and the treaty, ceding 
the Turban and districts to your memorialist, being signed. It is then for bis 
accusers, or those who adopt their views, to point out what posrihle'object he 
could have had in committing a forgery after the Turban treaty had been signed, 
making over to him the very districts which it was the olyect of the pretended 
forgery to confer on him. 


61. Tlie Honourable Mr. Blane has pointed this out in the following words, 
though the very reasoning be employs should have made him distrust the fact of 
any alteration Jiaving taken place in the treaty at all. 


“Tliere is no reason, I think, for doubt that the treaty of peace, dated IHth 
September 1842, transcribed in the Koran after the battle of Nownaliur, has been 
clandestinely altered from what it originally was, -and probably in the manner 
deposed to by Slieikli Ali Hoossein and Peer AH Gobuf. 

“ 2. The period of and motive to the said alteration is less clear. 

“ S. In the fifth beading of the summing up by the Commission, in paragrapli 
8, tliey allude to the possibility 'that the tampering with the treaty had been 
commenced at an earlier period after the battle of Nowmahur than the date of the 
proclamation annexing the districts north of fioree to the Khan of lihawujpoor, 
and in the eighth heading advert to the inclusion of the pcrguimahs of Mathela 
and Meerpoor in the latter* treaty in December 1842, in the Koran, by which •later, 
the Turban was ceded by Meer Iwistuni to Meer AH Morad, observing,’ that 
‘ bad tliiit circumstance stood alone they might be disposed to admit tlic Meer’s 
explanation, thiit it was intended to make tissurance doubly sure,’ Sic. 

“ 4. But in weighing the value of these circumstances, it docs not appear to 
have occurred to them that unless tlie alterations were made before the 20tb 
December 1842, the tlafc of the latter compact, which has always been recognised 
and upheld by us, there could have been no object in the alteration at all, and, 
that if so made, then that the motive to it could not have been any treachery or 
fraud towards the British Government.” 


62. But the above reasoning derives strong confirmation from the fact, over¬ 
looked indeed by the Commission and all the confirming authorities, namely, 
that prior to the 'furban treaty your memorialist ha^l' been unable to obtain 
jjossession of any })art of the territory ceded to him by the treaty of Nownaliur, 
whilst, under the Turban treaty, and within a very few days of its being sealed, 
the pergunnah of Mathela, or the districts of Maihela, Meerpoor, and 
Mehurkee were actually delivered up by the kardars of Meer Nusseer Khan to 
your memorialist. What possible object after this could your memorialist have 
It] committing' a forgery in the treaty of Nownahur, a treaty extorted at the 
point of the sword, and which Meer* Iloostum and. Meer Nusseer Khan had 
always refused to fulfil? Captain Pope mentions this fact in his Idtter to 
F. Thomason, esq., ^CTetury to the. Government oft India, dated the 24th 
October 1843, in the following words: “ His Highness” (meaning youi; laemo- 
riaUst) “ never ajppears to have obtained possession of the places thus (under the 
Sfciwhahut' treaty) ceded till the whole country came temporarily into his 
possession ih January 1843.” 

U8. c 3 ,53. Moreover, 
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Papers 00 the 58 , Moreover, it is not to be forgotten, that Sir C. Napier oa the 1st'of 
the^nM^af 1843, bad addressed his letter to the Ameers of Upper Sindj eodosiBg 

Ameer Ali Moraa, ® treaty wliich, the Gk)vernor-geHerjl Wcl forwarded for 

- their acceplatice, aud that ali the Ameers bad sent their vakeels'from Hyderabad 

and Lower Sind to his camp at Sukkur, and were liable to he called ttpo>n at any 
time for explanation regarding tlicir several districts, and to produce th(?ir 
proofs. After several interviews with Sir C. Napier, without any final decision 
riaving been twine to, they were ordered to await the arrival of Major Outran), 
then ‘expcc/ecl from Homhuy. 

54. Subsctjnenlly Major Oiitrain was sent to Kliyrpoor to meet the Atneers, 
and the following circular was addressed to them by Sir Charles Napier on the 
occasion:— 

“Camp, Ernaum-GIiur, 16 10110317 1843. 

“1 have directed Major Outrani to proceed (o Khyrpoor on the aothday of 
January 1843, where lie will meet you aud the other Amgers of both Upper 
and Lower Sind, or your vakeels, as nuiyscem best to your Highness and High* 
nesse8 re.spectivoly ; but iu tJie latter ease, 1 insist upon it, tliat such vakeel as 
any Ameer may send, shall have full powers to treat with Major Outram; and 
ii any vala'el shall declare that he has not such powers, I will exclude him from 
the meeting, and consider tluit his master refuses to treat, and I will enter the 
territories of such Ameer witli the troops under ray orders, and take possession of 
them ill the name of the British Government. Moreover, I solemnly pledge 
my word for the perfect security and freedom of all the Ameers and tlieir vakeels 
so assembled, to meet my cominissionor. Major Outram, to wliom on my part I 
liave delegated all the powers vested in me by the Governor-general.” 

5.1. The above was enclosed in the following letter, a Idrossed by Major 
Oiitraru to Mcer Mahomed Ilussau Khan, Meer Mahomed Khan, and to Meev 
Nusseer Khaii:— 

“ In .sending the eiicloM ti cireular letter from Major-general Sir C. Napier, I 
write to say that it is luucli preferahlc that you come personally tu Kliyrpoor; 
otherwise send your vakeels entrusted witii lull powers to act on your behalf. 1 
shall be at Khvrpoor on the aotli January 1843, or IH Zil Hejjee, 1258; and 
Meer Hoosturii Khan wi!' also be there, with the chiefs who accoiniiany him. 

P.'S-—lo-day is (he 17th bf Jaiiuary, and this cossid will occupy three days 
Iteyoiid that time on his journey; and you cannot, therefore, 1 urn aware, arrive 
at Kliyrpoor by the 20tli instant, hut you must make the utmost despatch you can.” 

56. Common .sense would seem to indicate, that whilst these things were in 
progre.'S, your nu'inoi'ia!i.st and oa? stfi\isers could not have entertmoed the idea 
that it would be possible to produce, vvith success, a forged treaty before SirC, 
Napier or Major Outram, in the presenee of all the other Ameers and their 
vakeels, either for the purpo.se of i.laiuiing title to the districts themselve.s, of 
obiaiiiiiig compensation for them, if the British Government desired them to be 
given up. 

67. 1'lie two following extracts from letters of Colonel Outram, written at this 
very pei'od to Sir Charles Napier, wiriiont the whisper on any side of a forgery 
having been committed, will show your honourable Court, that your memo¬ 
rialist at the time was claiming, without denial or opposition, the districts of 
Mathela, Meerpoor, .and Mehurkce, the annual income of which was 1,50,000 
rupee.s, and that Colone'l Outram was, on the 18fh January 1843, thoroughly 
iii’quiiinted with the nature of your memorialist's claim. These letters are the 
more important, because they are written with a 'very advei-se spirit to your 
memorialist, and evince a strong endeavour to cut dawn bis claims on every 
point on which an objection could be taken. 

Extract from letter No. 27, dated Utnyee, January 18th, 18.43 :-?■ 

‘‘ It may be necessary, by the bye, to obtain .sanction of the; Governor-general 
to mulcting Nmiseef Khiui, of Hydcralmd, of his share of ^iik(ir()OTt}, or at least 
of such portion of it as may not be paid for by the relimjuished tribute T-tbit js; 
to the value of his share, of Kurrachee, which is all that is besidt* tak^ 

Nus^ier Khan, his shim'of Shikarpore being valued at exactly brie lie, 
to his share of tribute. The fourth share of Kurrachee being,26,030 nipees, is, 

• all 
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all Nnsgeer Rhain srouU suffer in addition to Ws ^are of Subzulkotc, altp^tlier 
TUot equal to what Roqstum.and Nusseer (of K%rpoor) suffer in the shares of 
Bukkur and the territory between that place and Bhawul Khaii^s boundary, 
even si'ouid Ali Aforad relinquish bis territorial claims on them, in consideration 
of obtaining ^iikarpore (i. e., two lacs of annual revenue.) ” 

“ No. 33. 


• “ My dear Sir Charles, “ Khyrpore, 24 January 1843, 

“ Brown has arrived and delivered your letter ol ycsfmlay. • I ‘had Ijoped 
that by the transfer of the Hydrabad Auieer’s four-sevenths share of Sliikarpore, 
we might have provided the means hy which the chiefs of the upper country 
might nave been enabled to support themselves and tlieir followers ; but a better 
knowledge of the resources of tlie country and flic extent of wliat we have coti- 
fiscated, which the investigation wliich 1 have just been engaged in lias given 
mo, shows that a satisfactory arrangement is impossible, or any' wliicb wc can 
expect tlie other parties willingly, if at all, to accede to, after, in addition to what 
has been appropriated of tlie Ameers’ territory,‘assigning to Meer AH Morad 
what has been pledged to him, viz., one-fourth of tliC remainiiig ten itorj of 
Upper Sind, as his perquisite as Rais, besides his fourth as eolieir of the former 
sovereign, Meer Solirah (with Mcers Roostum, Gholam Ilyder and Moobaruk 
Khans, the twoy,lattcr deceased, but their heirs in possession of their estates). 

“ The accompanying schedule, prepared under my predecessor, Idi'. Bell, and 
whicii 1 have since tested by every information I could obtain, gives a very fair 
estimate of the revenues of Upper Sind, showing a total of Its. 20,3!),!>0(>, 
which at tiic time wc entered Shid, and became guarantee for the posstiis- 
sioiis of each cliief, was thus divided, viz. 

i Ih. 


Meer Roostum Khan 
Meer AH Morad 
Sons of Meer Gholam Hyder 
Sons of Meer Moobaruk 


- ! 11,13,000 

- j 2,03,500 

- ; 1,54,500 

- ! 4,70,300 


Rs. I 20,39,600 


“ I enclose an abstract, also taken fnim the schedule, giving the posse’ssions 
w'ltich Iiave now been taken from the Ameers, i.e., Sukkur and Roree, and the 
country on the eastern side of the river above Roree, amounting in value to 
R.l. f!.io, 600 . 

“ The balance which now remains to the Ameers of Upper .Siiul is 
Ri. 14,29,000 ; and you are bound, 1 believe, to make good to AH Morad his 
share of the ceded country which he claims to the value of 1,50,000 for 
territory which was ceded to him, it appears, by a late treaty” (meaning the 
Nownaiiur treaty), “ and which in addition to his original territory of Rx. 2,95,000, 
gives him fi.s. 4,45,000 ; added to this you are, I believe, pledged to give him 
one-fourth of the remaining property of Upper Sind, or of Rs, 14,29,000,= 
iJi. 3,57,260 ; total, /f*. 8,02,250.” 

58. Major Outram leftKHyrpoor about the end of January 1843, and came to 
Hyderabad, and there he bad several personal interviews witli Meer Roostum and 
Meer Nusseer Khan, of Khyrfjoor, regarding their own rights and those of your 
memorialist, and tlie otlier public matters connected wiih the territory of Upper 
Sind then in discussion. 

59. Your memorialist would ask what were these Ameers and their vakeels 

doing during all these discussions, that your memorialist’s claim, supported ity a 
forged treaty, was not repudiated by them ? The forgery, if made at all, was 
made to advance this claim, and the forged treaty must have been produced to 
sustain it, and no one of the Ameers, hostile as they all were to your memorialist, 
disputed either the claim itself or the genuineness of the treaty on which it was 
founded. No one at time, though many were It^ud in. their complaints 
apainst your utemprialist, .raised, a whisper of forgery against him, or denied his 
rigjr|i^., th6 districts of Meerpore, Matbela and Mehurkce. If these cirimih- 
statiijis; which, strange to say, excite not a remark from the Commissioners or 
the confirming authorities, be reflected upon, it will be apparent to your 
' 1 1 S. ' c 4 honourable 
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honourable Court that the charge of forgery it utterly baseless; that, it wat 
wholly without an object, and could not possibly have escaped detection 
during tire conferences with the Ameers; and that if perpetrated, in fact, it would 
not have been left tf> your ineraorialist^ dismissed minister to be the first to 
bring it to the notice of the British Government. 

60. Testing this still further by the nature of the imputed forgery itself, your 
memorialist is accused of having attempted to convert the word, “Bii Murzee ” 
(of my own free will) into “ Mchurkecand the leaf of the Koran on which 
this part of the Nownaiiur treaty is said to have been written, was produced 
before the Commission, Exhibit No. 2, a translation of which marked A. No, 1, 
is with the Exhibit of the Comudssion. 


■ 61. By this translation it will be seen that the word “ Bu Murzee ” has not 

actually been converted into “ Mehurkee,” and tliat it is still translated ‘‘of my 
own free will j” and Major Lang has described the extent of the alteration in the 
following note appended to the translation :—“ The word ‘ dell’ appears to have 
been altered to ‘pnrgumiah;’ and in attempting to make ‘Bn Murzee’ into 
‘ Mehurkee, ’ the paper seems to liave been spoilt.’’ 


62. Now to convert the Persian word deb” into “ pergupnab,” it w'as con¬ 
fessedly quite imnecessary to make any erasure, and any Persian seholar will 
satisfy your honourable Court of this; and the letter of Major Goldhey, of the 
31st July 1649, to the Commissioner of Sind, before quoted,%lso establishes 
that your memorialist could have supported ins claim to the tuppas of Meerpoor, 
Matilda, and Mehurkee, by the word “ perguunah of Malliela ” alone, within 
whicli they are all comprised. 


63. Sliiak Ali Hoosscin, in his evidence before the Cuinmission on the 20th 
of April 1800 , admits the same tact. 

“ Q. Has it ever been customary in this province to designate a per^unnah 
a tuppa, or rwrmvi?—No, L believe not; but if tuppa bad been written in 
this case, it must have bei u entered before each place, whereas by writing per- 
gunnah it included all." 


ff4. What possible object then could yoUr memorialist have had in attempting 
to convert tlie word “ Bn Murzee ” (of my own free will) into “ Meliurkce,” one 
of the three tujipas, which would by necessary implication cut down the efi'cct of 
the word ** purgunnah ” before Mathela, and would then have excluded the 
tuppa of Meerpore ? 


65. It will not have e.«oapcd your honourable Court’s attention, that not a 
single person knows or affects ‘ know afaytiiing of the hand by which the first 
alleged forgery, the nature aud extent of which has been adverted to, was made. 
No one says that be was present and saw it done, aud, indeed, from the evidence 
giving the history of the second imputed forgery, Shaik Ali Hoossein and J'eer 
Ali Uolmr would appear to deny having seen the first until some months after¬ 
wards, anti yet Shaik Ali Hoossein was before Sir Charles Napier and Major 
Outram in the conferences of December and January, on behalf of your memo¬ 
rialist, and had the Nownabur treaty vutb him. This fact should not be 
forgotten when reading the account of the second forgery, and examining the 
alleged extracted leaf itself. 

00 . Shaik All Hoosscin describes the second forgery, and the reason of i(, 
•before the Commission, on the 20th April 1850, as follows:— 

“ About this time it reached the cars of Captain Pope, that some forgery had 
bc< a made in tlie Koran containing the treaty, and* he, therefore, sent for it for 
the fKirpose of examining it. When I saw the Koran, 1 found great erasures in 
it, which could not escape detection, and asked the^Meer how 1 could show it in 
that state to Captain Pope. The Mcer also became perplexed, and after much 
consideration proposed that, as the treaty was written on four pages, and the 
alterations and erasures had only iK-eri made in the first, and the otte containing 
the seals was perfect, the first leaf should be taken out, and another Written by 
peer Ali (Johur, and substituted for it. I tiicri replied, that I coubl Hot assist 
or advise in anything of this kind, hut he might do as he liked, and ^puld 
come to Bublieelow and send tny moonshee Bushnrut Alice to bring the 
to me when it was reads- Meet AH' Morad then sent fot Peer Ali Gbhur 

to 
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,,to Khyppoor, and told him to write a fair Copy of that page of the treaty in 
which the words “ pergumiah Meerpore, Mathola bamar Mehnrkee ” were 
inserted. Peer Ali Gohur declined'to do 8 t>, but Meer Alt Morad KhW 
said, he would be aesponsible for what lie did, and Peer Ali Gohur then told 
him to give him a writing to that effect in tiie hand of Shaik Ali Hoo&seiii, 
agreeing, that if this ever came to the knowledge of the British Governinent, 
Meer Ali Morad would be responsible. The Meer tlien sent Futteh Mahomeil 
Toshakjee to me at Bubbinlow, and told me that Peer Ali Gohur hesitated to 
write what was wanted, and required a suimd to the above effect,.and, tbere- 
fore, to write one for him, and send it (o the Meer, that he might seal it and 
give it to him. Upon this I wrote the suuud as directed, and sent it to the 
Meer. Peer Ali Gohur also wrote to me, that the Meer was frightening liim, 
and thrcatOTittg to disgrace him if he did not write the paper for him, and there-’ 
fore asked me what he was to do. I sc nt him a reply to the effeot, that he was 
helpless, an^ his character at stake, and therefore to take the writing from tbe 
Meer, absolving him from responsibility, and make tlie entry required. Peer Ali 
Gohur then did this, and the extracted jiaper also remained loose in the Koran. 
The Meer then sent me the Koran by the hands of Bushariit Ali, who also told 
me all that had been done as related above. I then took the Koran to Captain 
Pope, who examined it, but did not detect-any forgery. The extracted paper, 
however, having been left in tlie Koran by mistake, fell out into his hands, and he 
asked me what it vras. Being at the time in tlie sjervice of Ali Morad Khan, 1 
replied, that it was probably some rough copy, and he tlien replaced it in the Koran, 
and did not entertain any suspicion about it. After this I went to Bubburloo, 
and I took out the two extracted loaves and kejit them by me, and sent the 
Koran to Meer Ali Morad Klian. A dispute afterwards took place between 
the Meer and myself, on account of my telling tiim that the British Government 
was very kind to him, and it was tlierefbre improper on his part deceitfully to 
appropriate any of its possessions, whicii 1 recommended him in consequence to 
restore. This did not however please the Meer, and I afterwards mentioned the 
circumstance to Captain' Malct, together witli other matters involving the 
interest of Government. When the Governor, Sir Charles Napier, returned to 
Sukkur from the Hill campaign, Captain Mulct informed him of what I Imd 
said, and Captain Brown, by his directions, asked mo about the leaves extracted 
from the treaty of Nownahar, wdiich I had mentioned to Captiwn Malct. In 
reply I related the circumstance to him, and he asked me for the leaves. I did 
not, however, think that it was the pleasure of the gentlemen at tliat time to 
recover the right of Government, and I therefore said that I certainly had them, 
but I was not certain whether they iiad been sent away with my property to 
Mooltan, or were lying among some of my other papers. I said however thiit I 
would look for them and send them afterwards. I then went to Mooltan, and 
from thence 1 sent a petition, on the 10 th of May, to the Governor-general, 
Lord Hardinge, and also another, dated on the 5tli of the siune month, to the 
address of Sir Charles Napier, at Kurrachce. In these I wrote that Meer Ali 
Morad Khan had appropriated districts rightfully belonging to the British 
Government of the value of ten lacs of rupees annually. I added, that I was 
ready to show this if any one a;ked me about it. but I did not receive any reply 
to these communications. Txvo yiars afterwards I vi-rited Kurrachee and went 
to the Governor, who sent Mooushee Ali Ukbur to me to get informatiori ,on 
two points ; one of these was about the treaty of Nownahur, on which subject he 
asked me to communicate all I knew\ I related all the circumstances, and stated 
that I liad both of the extracted leaves in my possessibn, and would bring them 
when required. The Governor sent for them, and 1 took them to him. Moonshee 
Towur Mull was sent to nie formerly by Major Clibborn to get a copy of the 
treaty of Nownahur* and I gave him a copy of it, as it was originally^ with¬ 
out any allnsion to pergunnahs in it.’’ 

67. Peer Ali Gohur, examined on the same day, confirmed the above state¬ 
ment as follows: “ Some time after this, wheb the proclamation was issued by 
the British Government about the annexation of tln^ country, the word * deb’ 
(signifying village) was altered Ju the treaty to ‘ i)ergmi.aah,’ and in doing this 
the paper was spoiled, I was then sent for, and told to take out the leaf and 
wiiiisTl'Hew one. I refused hotvever to do tJtis, and the Meer Sahib insisted on 
my doing it, I therefore wivte to Sheikh Ali Hnssoin on the subject, and he 
told me in reply that the Meer had made him wnite a paper for me about this, 
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and ^ get tWa froW; him. Th«;Meer Sa^ o» thfe m 

imd,ixiade iaeetd;eE it on the blank |>aigli next to-throne that bAd been hgdm 
and taken out, t^e words that had b^n written on it. I seat; the |»p8r wh 
the Meer Saheb gave me to the Sirkar. Sheikh Ali Hoossetn sent a copy <rf;ihe 
treaty, when it was first entered into, for the Government reebrdsi and therefore 
send for him and make inquiries about this. Tltree days after I had written 
the new page in the Koran, Captain Pope came to Khyrpoor and asked me 
whether the ^ndwritiiig was mine, to which I replied, that it was. This is all 
I know on tbe.snbject.” 

68. This is all the evidence before the Commission (’excepting the cross and 
further questioning of the same witnesses) as to tlie origin, cause,’history, and 
perpetration of the second forgery of which your memorialist has been believed 
guilty. Standing by itself and considering all the circumstances of the time. 
It must be acknowledged to be a mo.st incredible talc, but its utter fidsehood, and 
worthlessness will be exposed by comparing it wiUi the Sind records alone. 

00 . Captain Pope was the t'ollector and Magistrate of Sukkur, and he saw 
the Nownahur treaty on the occasion of his being deputed to Khyrpoor in 
August 1843. The exact object of his visit, and the cause of it, will be shown 
by the following correspondence, and will satisfy your honourable Court that 
Captain Pope sent for fhe Nownahur treaty not in consequence of any rumour of 
a forgery, in regard to it having reached his ears, as falsely stated, but because 
that treaty was pertinent to another matter he then had in hand. 

70. Lord Ellenborough, the Goveruor-general of India, in a letter dated 
23d July 1843, addressed, to Sir Charles Napier, as Governor of Sind, and 
relating entirely to the Turban treaty of the 20ih December 1842, gave the 
following directions:— 

“ 14. I request your Excellency will have the goodness to transmit to me 
any copy wbiclj may have been made of the writing in the Koran, wliicli was 
sent to you by Meer Ali Morad, iu December, and it would be desirable that 
your Excellency should acquaint Meer Ali Morad, that being now-first made 
acquainted with the alleged ce.ssion to his Highness of tlie lands held by Meer 
Roostum in his own private right, and being desirous of proceeding in a matter 
of so much importance with all due regard to justice, and even to form, I am 
solicitous that his Highness should place in the bauds of one of your Excellency’s 
officers, for the purpose of having it correctly copied and attested, the writing 
in the Koran, whereby Meer Roostum is said to have alienated to his Highness 
the lauds held by him in Ids own heredila»y right, without reference to the posses¬ 
sion. of ^ Turban. 

“ 15. Your Excellency may posSiMy be able to obtain from some of the religious 
men at Dejee, when the Turban was resigned by Meer Roostum, some detailed 
account of what tw>k place on that occasion. ’ 

“ Fort William, 23 July 1843.” 

71. Accordingly, Captain Brown, Secretary to the Government of Sind, gave 
the following instructions to Captain Pope, in a letter dated Hydrabad, 16th 
August 18-13: 

“ Sir, 

“'By direction of his Excellency the Governor in Sind, I have the honour 
to forward extract, paragraphs Nos. 14 and 16, of a letter, received from the 
Bight Honourable the Governor-general of India in Council, in the Secret Depart¬ 
ment, dated tlie 23(1 ultimo. 

‘2. You are requested to make his Highness Meer xkli Morad acciuainted 
with the orders jpf his Lordship, relative to the alleged cession to his Highness 
of the lands htud by Meer Roo.stura in his own private ‘ right,’ and you can at 
the same time request that the Kca-an alluded to may be sent to you, with the 
view to yoor copying and attesting the writing it, whereby Meer Roostum is 
said to have alienated to his HighAess the lands Imld by him; 

“ 3. You will also, as directed, make the necessary inquiries from such religious 
parties who may have been present wheii the Turban Was resigned by Meer 
Roostum at Deejee.” • . . 

72. But .'dtbough Captain Pqie went to Khyrpoor to inquire into the prtiet^ers 
of the Turban treaty, it appears that he took that opportunity of looking at 
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tlie treat/of Novraa3^T *lifWi, not ratiSctore w Piipg^.o)i tfce 

fergery, which imd hot at that thne heeij pretchhieti hy any perahh, hht hSecah^ St 
api^anNl to Mm (as he expressed it in a sahsetlhent letter, dated 24A October 

1 ^«) a; mofet favourable opf)ortumty “to obtain’and record every possible. __ 

in&Mnation r^w^ing the maim now urged by his Highness Meer Ali Mdrad.” 

73 . iYour memoriaiist has thought it important to extract these letters, not 
merely to refute tlie felsehood of Siiaik Ali Hoossein as to the origin of Captain 
Pope’s desire to see the Nownahur treaty, nor simply indeed, to*correct the 
error into which the Honourable Mr. Willoughbf has Mien, by adopting the 
above statement of Sbaik AJi Hoossein as true, in the face of the public corre¬ 
spondence showing the contrary, but rather as one proof among many in denial, 
that atiy Suggestion unfavourable to the treaty of Nownahur arose, or, was in 
cireulation, so long as Shaik Ali Hoossein was in your memorialist’s service, or 
before'lie had been ignominiougly dismissed for embezzlement, and began to 
plot your memorialist’s ruin; and the rumour of a forgery having been committed 
m th^ treaty, tlie existence of which is made so much of by the authorities in 
these proceedings, and as a favourite topic adverted to even in the beginning of 
the redent proclamation, depriving your memorialist of his territory, w'as the 
rumour of Shaik Ali Hoossein himself, stjdulously spread about, but not of any 
other person. The vakeels of all the other Ameers, their servants, and officers, 
were all in Sind on* tlie commencement of this rumour, and most of them were 
actually in the service of the British Government under Captain Pope, but bn 
the appearance of it, none of these persons came fbrw’ard on behalf of their old 
mastere to corroborate by tlieir information the falsehood in circulation. 

74. Iteturning to the extract from Shaik Ali Hoossein’s evidence, it will be 
seen that the lesd" said to have been extracted and the new leaf substituted were 
so extracted and substituted on the occasion of Captain Pope desiring to see the 
Koran, and on Shaik Ali Hoossein bringing ,„to your memorialist’s notice that 
the forgery was so evident that it could not escape detection, and that the 
Korau, in that state, could not be shown to the above officer. This was in 
August 1843, as Captain Pope’s official proceedings show. Now the falsehood 
of this statement is apparent the moment the juiblic events of Deceml>er and 
January previously, before adverted to, are reflected upon. Shaik Ali Hoossein 
wa-s in Sir C. Napier’s canjp at Sukkur oif belialf- of your memorialist in 
December 1842, when the Ameers had been directed to come themselves or send 
their vakeels to discuss the treaty proposed by the Governor-general for their 
acceptance, and their several claims to territory or to cbmpensation. .Shaik 
Ali Hoossein was also ou your memorialist’s behalf with Colonel Outram at 
Khyrpoor, in the following January, when the same subjects were being dis¬ 
cussed, and the Ameers had been directed to meet Colonel Outram upon them. 

Shaik Ali Hoossein had the Korans with him, in which the Nownahur and tlie 
Turban treaties were entered, and must liave produced them, and was at any 
time liable to be called upon to produce them to tJie British authorities in tlie 
course of those discussions in support of your memorialist’s claim, the more 
especially if your memorialist was claiming a pergunnah when he was only 
entitled to a village—a claim so false as scarcely to be expected to pass witliout 
dispute and without reference to the treaty ; and if there hud been at that time 
any forgery in the Nownahur treaty, so clumsily effected that it could not escape 
detection, it would have been necessary to correct it at the outset of the discussions, 

■when it might at any time be asked for, and not after It had been seen and had 
passed muster; and it is wholly past belief that the clumsiness of the alleged 
forgery should have been discovered for the first time in /tugust 1843, on 
Captain Pope desiring to see the treaty. It will therefore be evident to your 
honourable Court, tlmt the history given by the witnesses of what, in these 
proceedings, is called the second forgery, is a gross invention ; a his'toiy, how¬ 
ever, to whidh the Commission, without bestowing a moment’s thought on its 
improbability, have given implicit credence. 

75. It does not appear to have *stiatck them as \ ttraordinary, that the 
extracted leaf should have.been preserved instead of destroyed; nay, that it 
should actually have been sent in the Koran to Captain Pope. They do not 
seetn to have been at startled by the production of what was called the other 
part of the extracted lekf, on which it is said Peer Ali Gohnr tried his hand. 

Il8. D 2 It 
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l>#per» on the E did not occuT to them to turn back to former statements, made when Gaptaiir- 
CoiifiicuioB of Brown was collecting proofs, to see if this second leaf had ever been mentioned 
the Territorieg of former occasion as being then in existence, or as having ever existed at 

Ameer All Aforad. Although they perceive from the diflference of size that these two leaves 
never cou/d have formed one sheet, they are satisfied with the silly excuse that 
the difference might be accounted for by one having been robbed ; and, in fact, 
your memorialist cannot help observing, that the Commission appear to have 
accepted false tokens in proof of a most incredible tale with all the simph'city 
of childred, and to have bestowed not a moment’s reflection on its inherent 
improbability. 

76. Passing now to the remainder of'Shaik Ali Hoossein’s statement above 
* extracteii, his evidence before the Commissioners on the 20th April 1850, after, 

descrihing the first forgery, of the alteration of “ Deh ” into “ Pergunnah,” con¬ 
tinued as follows:— ' » , 

“ After this, when the war with the'Hydrabad people took place, the army 
marched in that direction; uiwl wlien it arrived at Kala, Colonel Outram and 
Captain Brown came from Hydrabad and joined the army. Moonshee Moyadeen 
was also with them; and Meer Ali Morad Khan had before arranged with him at 
Sukkur, that if he could get him the copy of the treaty which had been given to 
Government in September, he would reward him with the sum of 10,000 rupees, 
'j’he moonshee was thinking liow he could manage this, wllfen the attack on the 
Residency at Hydrabad took place, and some of Colonel Outram’s things were 
left behind ; and this exactly answered his purpose, for he immediately told me 
that the copy of the treaty had either been lost tliere or he had lost it, and that 
therefore the discussion about the substitution of‘pergunnah’ for ‘deh’ (village) 
was at an end, and he then demanded the payment of the 10,000 rupees reward. 

1 replied, ‘ Very good; when the Meer arrives at Hydrabad some arrangement 
will bo made about this.’ 1 then wrote to Meer Ali Morad what I have related 
above, and told liim to re-t satisfied as the writing had been lost. After this, 
in the month of April, .Hi Morad Khan sent anotlier copy of the treaty of 
iS'ownahiir to me to Hydrabad, by the Lands of Hafiz Noor Mahomed Khan, a 
Mooltance Puthau. In this the worils ‘ Purgunnali Meerpoor, Mathela, hamar 
(together with) Mehurkce,’ were inserted ; and Hafiz Noor Mahomed Khan told 
me that this copy was to be cnteri’d in tiic Government records; I therefore gave 
it for record accordingly, on the 4f.li April. After this Meer Ali Morad Khan 
eainc to Hydrabad, and JMooiishee Moyadeen again began to demand the money 
from liim. Tlie Meer replied, that if lie coukl get tlie book for him in which 
translations of papers of this kind were kept, lie woulti iminetiiately pay him the 
money. The moonshee, in r j, i rreed to do this for him, but askgd for 
.security for the payment of the money afterwards, and proposed that that of 
Slieikh Ali Hpossein should he given. Tlie Meer then told me to become 
security, wliich I did ; and the moonshee sent the book required to Meer Ali 
Morad in the middle of June 1843. The Meer then borrowed the sum of 
60,000 Kora rupees from one of the Ameers residing at Hydrabad, and paid 
Moonshee Moyadeen 10,000 out of it. After this I returned with the Meer to 
this part of the country.” 

77. Towar Mull Teheran relates the same circumstance to the Commissioners 
in the following words; 

“ When, the fight took place at Hydrabad, and the Governor went there, I 
was with him ; Sheik All Iloossein was also there on the part of Meer Ali Morad. 
Before the battle of Mceanee, Colonel Outram and Captain Brown, together with 
tie Moonshee Moyadeen, wi>nt down from Dejee-Ka«Kote in the steamer to 
Hydrabad, and when they got to the Gaplen and alighted tbera; I heard from 
Mivza Uaood that Moonshee Moyadeen had lost the' Persian and English copies 
of the treaty of Nownahur M’hicli were on the records of Govenraieni. 1 went 
and told Captain Brown of this, and he sent for .Moonshee Moygdeen, and asked 
him where the book containing the copies of papers of this kind was. The 
moonshee replied that it must be timong yhe other records,-and he would look 
for it and get it. He then went and- searched for it, and reqiorted to Captain 
Brown that he could nOt find it. Captain Brown was very angry with him in 
consequeuee, and placed him in arrest fsvgn or eiglit'day.s. Afterwards Captain 
.Brown again sent tor him, and asked lain how it had, been lost, and he replied 

that 
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that it had been lost when the Beloochees plundeved the Residency of Hydrabadj P»pers on the 
Captain Brown: after this released him, and employed Mirza Daood likewise. Confocatiim of 
When Meer All Morad came to Hydrabad, I heard that Moonshee Moyadeen A^rAlT^rad. 

had given him the book containing the copies of the English papers. This _ 

happened some tinae in the month of June.” 

78. Mr, Maher, a clerk to the Commissioner of Sind, also deposed as follows .* 

“ I recollect that about the mouth of June 1843, a box was stolen from Captain 

■ Brovyn's table containing Major Outram’s secret letters and important papers, 
written during bis stay at Khyrpoor. Tlie box also contained whne valuable 
Persian documents, as I was subsequently informed by Captain Brown, but of 
the exact nature of which I am not aware. Among the contents of the box 
•was an English book, which was wholly written' myself; it was endorsed - 

secret. The contents of this book related to disputes between the Ameers of 
Upper Sind, and commenced about September, 1842. Some of these papers 
Lad reference to the treaty of Nownahur; but I do not recollect whetlier a copy 
or translation of that treaty was among them, 

“ What, proceedings were adopted by Captain Brown on the loss of the box ? 

—Every inquiry was made among the whole establishment, and suspicion fell. 
on Moonshee Moyadeen, who was currently believed to have taken it. The 
moonshee-was immediately suspended by Captain Brown, but as nothing could 
be proved against him he was again employed for a short time, and then dis¬ 
missed altogether. Tlie box, with its contents, was never afterwards In ard of, 

“ Are yon acquainted with a person named Mirza Daood ?—I was acquainted 
witli a moonshee of that name who was employed in the office of the Secretary 
to the Government of Sind in 1844, and who died in the vear 1848.” 

79. The above quo tation s conmletc the case alleged against vour me m orialist . The words under- 
Now, it will strike your hononrable Court as reinai k-dblc, that whilst the Coin- <Hnitti;d 
missioiiers acknowledge that the evidence of Shaik AU Hoossein and Peer Ali 

Gohur and Towur Mull would be wholly unworthy of credit unless tested by 

internal marks of probability, or corroborated by collateral proofs, that they 

should not have compared the statements of these persons with the records of 

Government, a test then available to them of the most satisfactory nature, and 

from which the t’oinmissioners would at once have discovered the truthfulness 

or otherwise of the story laid before them. Your memorialist has already done 

this in two instances. 1st. In ^ correcting the erroneous impressi on as to Sir ' quoting Sir 

Charles Napier’s 2 nd. la drawing aiteutioa Napier’s I’rocinma- 

to the correspondence disclosing the nature of the inquiry Captain Pope ivas 

making at Khyrpoor in August 1843, and liis reason for asking at that time to 

see the treaty of Nownahar, 

80. But in testimi the evidence given before the Com miss ion and above ex- Omitted in printed 
tracted, it is very material that your honourable Court should be fully aware o? ““P?- 

tlie exact nature of tlie records kept in Sind during the period in which the 
supposed transactions are represented to have taken place. * 

■81. From the time of the arrival of the late Mr. Ross Bell in. 1839, as the 
Political Agent in Upper Sind, there were always two departments in tlie Agent’s 
office, tile Persian and the English; and up to the year 1847, every Persian 
paper recorded was numbered, and had the order^made thereon endorsed upon 
it, with the initials of the Political Agent or his assistant, or the Secretary to 
•Government, or the Persian interpreter to Sir Charles Ndpier subscribed thereto; 
and evei’v important paper so recorded was translated, and the translation was 
kept in the English departmeflt. A weekly diary of inward and outward letters 
was kept in the Persian department, and a copy was sent to tlie Governor- 
general every week, until about tlie beginning of the year 1843, when that 
practice was discontinued. In the English department a digest of daily occur¬ 
rences and corre^onflence was kept by the Poliiical Agent, and afterwards by 
the Secretary to Government,, ana an office memorandum was also kept, in one 
or otlier of wliich the most minute circum-stances were <(utered, but particularly 
the visits from the vakeels Of the Ameers of Sind, the conversations with them, 
the letters, papers tliey brought, the employment or suspension of clerks, moon- 
shees, piSons, or others, the,accusations against them, the punishment awarded, 
and all the rumours of the day, and copies of this digest were sent periodically 
to the Governor-general and also to tlie Government of Bombay. 

118. 03 
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82. I’his digest^ and office memorandum yptip memorialist believes is still on 
the rcconis of the Sind Government, and at any rate copies of the ‘digest must 
be on the records of tiie Grovernment'^' India and of the Goverameatof Bombay, 
and from it will necessarily apjwar the exact date on which the box of records, 
deposed to by the witnesses as; having been stolen from the table of Captaia 
Brown at Hydrnbad, was stolen, its actual contents, the names of the persons 
suspected, the grounds of the suspicioni and the punishment which any persons 
may have been subjected to for the same. 

83. Had this digest, which seems to have been before the Commissioners, as it 
is ju some parts referred to in their observations, been carefully examined by 
them, they would have, ascertained that the bulk of the st^ements made by 
Shaik Ali Hoossein, Peer Ali tiohur, and Towur Mull Teheran, and which tlie 
Commissioners rely on as trustworthy, were wholly false and fictitious, and that 
they had been manufactured in concert together for the express pufpose of 
criminating your memorialist. 

84. Your memorialist will ask your honourable Court to apply this unfailing 
test fo a most irqporlant statement, that a copy of the treaty of Nownahur was 
placed on the Sind records immediately after the battle. 

85. Shaik Ali Hoossein’s statement on this point to the^Commissioners is as 
follows : “ Ali Morad reiuiiiried there (Nownahur) that night, and the following 
day I took the Koran and a letter from the Meer with a copy of the treaty to 
Captain Brown, The Koran was shown to him, and the* copy given for the 
records.” And in reply to a question from the Commissioner, he stated fthat this 

copy) “ was written either by Moonshee Busharat Ali or Moonshee Kissondass.” 

' • 

86 . Peer Ali Gohur deposed on the same day as follows: “ Shaik Ali 
Hoossein sent a copy of the treaty, when it was first entered into, for the 
Government records,” &r kc. 

87. Towur Mull joined in those statements in the following words: “ On the 
18th September 1842, Shaik Ali Hoossein brought the Koran and showed it to 
Captain Brown, e.xphiining at the same time all that had occurred. Moonshee 
Moyadeen placed a copy of this in ihe Persian records, and had a translation 
mode of it likewise in English.” 

88. The Commissioners do not appear to have thought it necessary to ask 
these two last witnesses wliethcr the jrarticular circumstances they were detailing 
with regard to this copy of the treaty were within their personal knowledge or 
not, or whether they were with Capt' In Brown at Sukkur at the time ; but the 
fact that a coj)y of the treaty had been recorded by Captain Brown a very few 
days after the battle, was taken throughout the inquiry as established on the 
above evidence. 

80. Now if the copy of the treaty here said to have been given to C^pt^ih 
Bi%wn for his records, and to have been recorded by him, (and which copy 
other portions of the evidence are directed to show your memorialist employed 
Moonshee Moyadeen to steal back for him,) had in fact been received and 
recorded by Captain Brown, the same would in due course of business have been 
numbeiyd, r* gulnrly entered in the Diary, aud a translation would liave been 
entered on the English record, and a copy of it sent to the Governor-geueral, and 
another copy to Ihe Government of Bombay ; aud it would liave been perfectly ea.sy. 
at this moment to give from the records the number and date of this copy of the 
ti''aty. But it did not occur to t he CorUmisaiouersno expose the above assertion 
of n very important fact to this simple aud self-evident, test, Your memorialist 
will however refer to Captain Brown's own description Of his interview with 
Shaik Ali Hoossein after die battle of Nownahur, and which is as follows 

“Shaik Ali Hoossein, vakeel of Meer Ali Morad.KhanJy^aited upop me to 
show me the agreement written in the KorUn of his master, eon^uent on the 
late fightatKyrpoor, by Meer Roosttum Khan. I dedined htWvevm having any¬ 
more to say in the matter, as the Ameer had not thought fit to follow the advice 
which 1 had formerly given to him on the subject.” This is all that Captain 
Brown records of Shaik AH Hoossein's Visit to him after the battle pf NowiJahur. 
In it there is no alluttfoa 'to any copy of the treaty haying bpen taken as an 
office copy or record, or haying even been offered by Shaik Ali Hoossein to Cap- 

■ tain 
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tain Brown, and it seems probable from the langttage of the entry‘that if any 
such copy ihad been otferpd, Captoin Brown would have refused to recCi ve it. It 
is scarcely posaibie that he should on this occasion have received and recorded 
a copy of the treaty, and should not have mentioned it. Mis diffcst immediately 
before records all the rumoure that had reached him of the battle of Nownaliur, 
and the nature of the .arrangement is also incorrectly recorded. Further, (.-iiptaiu 
Brown’s letter, written on the same day, the SOth September 1842, to his 
superior, Major Outram, and immediately after Shaik Ali Hoossein’s visit, does 
not enclose any copy of the treaty of Nownaliur, as it certainly would’have done 
if Captain Brown had kept and recorded a copy of that treaty as dcposcil to by 
the witnesses. It would, in that event, have been Captain Brown's duty to‘ have 
transmitted a translation of this document to Major Outran), and that duty, it 
may safely be'said, would not have lieen omitted; Other circumstances which 
will be hereafter noticed refute in the strongest manner the presumption of any 
copyof the Nownahur treaty having bi^en recorded by Captain Brown, and if 
your honourable Court shall be satisfied that no copy of the treaty was in fact 
so recorded, you will then be able to apjireoiate at its full value the gross and 
scandalous charge made against y'our memorialist of employing Sloonshee 
Moyadeen to steal this supposed copy from the records; a charge, however, 
whicli the first invention rendered it necess-ary to concoct to e.\'plain tlie absence 
from the records of the copy tiiat should have been there forthcoming, if the 
first part of the story had been true. 

90. But it was necessary for the accusers of your memorialist, to make iheir 
case complete, to produce before the Commission some copy of the treaty, in the 
shape' in which they alleged that treaty to have been originally framed, and 
accordingly a copy, marked as Exlabit A. No. 3, was given* by the Hindoo 
witness, Towur Mull, to Captain Younghusband, lieutenant of Police, Shikar- 
pore, very sJiortly before the Commission assembled, and tliis was the first inti¬ 
mation the authorities in Sind ever had that such a copy was forthcoming, 
or even had existence. The Commission have done your memorialist tlie 
justice to reject this document, on the ground that it has the appearance of 
having been tampered with ; but it is important for your memorialist to refer 
to its liistory, as given by the witnesses, because the obvious and barefaced false¬ 
hood, deposed to with respect to it, should have elicited a condemnation of it as 
a genuine paper on broader and more satisfactory grounds. 

91. Towur Mull deposes, that on the lltli Shaban, corresponding with tlic 
17th September 1842, two days after the battle of Nownahur, he went to J3ab- 
bulow, by the orders of Major CHbborn, in whose employ he then was, and had 
an interview with Shaik Ali Hoossein, who showed him the Ktiran with the 
treaty of Nownahur written in ii. Me adds, “ from respect to the Koran I did 
not take a copy from this with ray own hands ; but I looked at it, and read "it, 
and begged that a copy might be given to me. Shaik Ali lloossein thei! 
sent for his nvoonsliee, Busharat Ali, and made him copy the treaty for roe. 
Upon this 1 returned to Sukkur and gave the Sahib, a copy of tbi.s transei ibed 
by myself. Major CHbborn sent this to Captain Brown with a note from liim- 
feelf.'’ 

92. The witness, although a Hindoo, and who acknowledges that out of respect 
for the Koran he did not make any copy from it himself, nevertheless pretended, 
before the Commission, to recognise nine years afterwards the identical Kormi 
and the leaf alleged to have been extracted, Exhibit, marked A, No. 1, of 
which he says, “This is the very leaf tliat was in the treaty originally;” ami the 
man who could thus impudently affect to recognise a Koran, never in his hands, 
but sliown to him nine years previously, and that a loose paper was at that time 
a leaf in it, has been handsomely rewarded for his evidence. Me adds, that 
he kept the copy of the treaty Busharat Ali had made for him “ for several 
years fi'om the time' I (tlje witness) showed it to,Captain Brown, till tlie arrival 
of the Commissioner.spmetijme ago at Sukkur,' wJten I gave it to Mr. Young- 
husband and, in reply, to a question from the Court, fiid, “ I did «ot show ii 
to (iny one else, but 1 Rtentipned about it both to Captain Malet and to Mkjor 
Goidn.ey/’ 

93. _ Here again, if Major CHbborn had fot^Med the copy, as alleged, to 
Captain Browii, the same would have appeared on hts recoils, and #6uld have 
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been now forthcoming, for your *inentoEiaIi 6 t is not snppowd to have known pf 
this copy, or to have ordered it to hayp been stolen, It Vould alsp have bjeen 
jnentioried in the digest of intelligence,. and .the date and number would have 
beerj recorded, and nnght Ijave been specified by reference to the Goyemmeiit 
records; but no such test was applied to To«;ur Afull'sstatenjent. 

04. But the same digest would also have shown the more important and 
fatal fact, that Major Clibljom was. not, in September 1842, collectiug intelli- 
getice for the Sind authorities, and that Towur Mull was not at that time in 
the employ of the British Government a.s a news collector, iind that it was not 
until after Sir C. Napier had arrived in ,Sind, which he did in October 1842, 
and tlien not until after several days had elapsed, that it was determined to have 
news collected for the Sind Government from some independent source, with 
which to coiiipiirc the regular office intelligence. Sir C. Napier introduced this 
new department, and retjucsted Major Clibborn accordingly to collect siigh intel¬ 
ligence for him; and had the Commissioners sent for the Sind rccordsi they 
might have ascertained the exact day on which Major Clibborn entered on this 
duty, as well from bis digest itself, as from the contingent bills sent in by him 
for e.xpcnses connected with it, and that would at once have exposed the false¬ 
hood of Towiir Mull's history. The alleged copy of the treaty produced by him 
would have shown that he did not obtain a copy of the treaty two days after the 
battle for Major Clibborn, and that the |)aper given by him, anApretended* to 
be .such, consequently iias another and difleront history, wiiich the rest of the 
falsehoods adduced on the inquiry quite sufficiently,explain. 

95 . It is important, nioreover; to recollect the account this witness gives of his 
own conduct, at the time when it is alleged Captain Brown’s box of records, 
including the Persian and English copies of the treaty of Nownalmr. was stolen. 

96. Tow.ur Mull deposed, that he was the person who went and apprised 
Ca])tain Brown of the loss. , “ I then went and told Captain Rrowii of tliis, and 
he sent for hioonshee Mi yudeen, and asked him where the book containing the 
copies of jtapers of this kind was.” (The moonshee reported that he Could not find 
it.) “ Captain Brown was then very' angry with him in consequence, and place*! 
him in arrest seven or eight days.” All this time the witness, according to his own 
showing, had in his possession the copy of the treaty he had obtained from 
Biisharat Ali, and yet he did not coinnmniciite this, or offer to give it, or a copy 
of it, to Captain Brow’n to replace that whicii it is now pretended had then been 
so stolen. The witness further states, that he learnt in June following, that 
Moonshee M*iyadeen had given the stolen papers to your memorialist. The 
witness thus becomes possessed of a most important piece of information, which 
rendered the copy of the treat., .a bis possession, and in Bushaimt Ali's hand¬ 
writing, a document of the uttno.-t value. 

• 97. Now, thi.s same witness, during the months of April, May, June, and 
July 1843, wa.s under Captain Brown’s immediate orders, and was applying for 
a reward for his services, for which he had been recommended by Major Clibborn, 
and he finally .succeeded in getting his pay increased to 100 rupee.s per mensem, 
and in obtaining the grant of a small garden in Upper Sind ; and your memo¬ 
rialist confidently submits to your honourable Court, that it is altogether 
incredible that, with every motive to seek the favour of his superiors, when 
actually petitioning for rewards from the British Government, and with nothing 
to fear from your memorialist, the witness should have abstained from showing 
the important document'he then had in his possession to Captain Brown, and 
whom he had seen so angry at the loss of the original office copy and its trans- 
la: ion- 

The Sind records will sliow the exact date on which this witness’^ 
salary was increased. The same records, it is believed, will also show that he 
was at Sukkur in October 1843, under the immediate orders of Captain Pope, 
and whilst thiit officer was conducting the inquiry into the treaty of Nownalmr, 
consequent on the receipt by him of the following letter from Captain Felly, 
enclosing one from your memorialist rcdaling to his rights under that treaty. 

“Sir, “Kurrachec, 8 October 1843. 

“ I AM directed by liis Excellency the Governor of Sind to forward to you the 
enclosed translation of a letter frorij his Highness Meer Ali Morad, and to 

request 
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have, or rofif w itbla l^ iiMilieftt %ti&ject. f lJU BxceilJjncy yod lo CoofiscoUwt : 

write the Govijm^^^ateral direct, futtifehing hith ‘I** l^^luMorad 

with s«dh'in&^rtW!lj«H’a» ^% ia*iy be able to 00^^ this *"* * 

day written to thfe lUght honourable the Goremdr-general, informirig him that 
ha J»a« dij^^ted you to do stfe” > ^ 

fi&V Aa ToWur Mull had been collecting neiTs for *the British Government for 
sevariti memths, it is almost as of course that hd should have beea asked by 
Gdptafiii .Po|)e whether he knew anything about the treaty; but whether asked 
dr not, ha confessedly did^ hot cohimuiucate to that gentleman tliat your memo¬ 
rialist was producing a fdfged treaty to him ; that to enable him to do this, he, 
had caused the briginal copy of the Nownahur treaty to be stolen, and had con¬ 
trived to possess hnnself of it through Shaik Moyadeen in June previously, vrUen 
youiun^mprialist lyas atHydrabad ; and that he, the witness, nevertheless, had a 
truthful copy of the treaty, written two days after the battle by one of your 
memorialist's own servants, a copy of w'liich the witness had given to Major 
Clibhorn, and which he had forvjarded to Captain Brown. , No person in his senses 
will credit that the witness would not have ayailetl himself of tlie opportunity of 
Captain Pope’s inquiry, to relate these things to thUt gentleman, and exhibit the 
cojjy to him, and thus to obtain the favours and reward of the British Govern¬ 
ment. Cun strpngea internal evidence be adduced, that the copy of the treaty, 
produced after to many years for the first time % this witness, never was in his 
possession until receutiy, and that it has been manufactured for the purpose of 
this inquiry. 


100 . Your memorialist will hereafter point out other gross .Trabrications of 
this witness. 

101 . Bathe is desirous first of drawing the attention of your honourable 
Court to the consideration of another very important paper, the copy of the 
treaty which Shaik Ali Hbossein alleges that ho placed on tlie records of 
Gfovenimcnt on ihc 4th of April 1843, by the desire of your memorialist (paper 
C. No. 4 of Exhibit F.)., 'i bis document lias been treated throughout as a most 
trustworthy piece of evidence against your memorialist. 

102 . Tlie Commissioners observe upon it as follows: 

'• 4. The only copy of the treaty now on the records of the Biitish Govern- 
iiieiit, and which there is no reason to doubt was placed there at tho date'of the 
receipt entry endorsed on it, tiie 4th April 1843, and has remained there ever 
since, corroborates Sheik* Ali Hoosscin’s statement as to its having been then 
delivered for record by him, in consequence of the loss of the first copy." 


103. This sentence furnisties a very good illustration of the notions which the 
Commissioners entertain of the nature of corroborative evidence. But the Com¬ 
missioners, in showing this paper to the witness 'Shaik Ali Hoossein on the 22d 
April 1860, speak of it as if it had actually been recorded by Captain Brown. 
Thus (“ the copy of” the treaty “ which was given to Captain Brown in the 
handwriting of Moonshee Busharut Ali, and marked C., is then shown to witness.”) 

104; The Honourable Mr. Willoughby, iu the 14th para, of his minute on the 
case, refers to this copy of the treaty in the following words 

“The fourth document is strongly corroborative of Ali Morad’s guilt. It is 
n copy of the treaty of. Nownahur, clandestinely entered into the Sind records 
in lieu of the genuine copy^ originally furnished to Captain Brown, subsequently 
abstracted through the knavefy of the moonshee Moyadeen. It is in the hand¬ 
writing of Bushurat Ali.” ; ' 

1 Q6^ The Right honourable the Goverrior-generiili in his minute on the case, 
speaks of thia copy of the treaty as “ the confessedly authentic copy of the treaty 
deposited in the oind records in April 1843.” ' i ■ 

108. It is surprising, that with not one grain of«c«idence to support 
assertion of Shaik Ali Hoossein, that this cojjy was placed on. the Govern¬ 
ment records in ApriM843i'the Commissioa myl the confirming Uhithoritles 
should have taken so important a statement as aaquestionuble/ tnd have 
then ,Ideated it as something independent of Shaik Ali Hoossein’# Other iltate- 
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only a Tow iin'e« l;>efore mentioned. If eadorsei^ai waa 
iw #088 baodwritmg is it? WJiy are Jbej^vpiOt t^ie nsaal/init^s of^tW 
chargo midernc^tU? But it is needless to reastoa tirat il wm o^eially' 
foT.t^e case tpade is, that tlie paper was clandMinelj’ hruuglit-on ttee 
tnent records, and the endorsement therefore is the date chosSn hy;^ 
who so brought it on the records, and, wm fixed on by hint a^ thp 
lyould serve the object he had in viest itt introducing it at all. 


QovcfOr 
te;p«riipa 
one. that 


J 07 . But it seems never to have occurred to the Comaiissiortcrs, that if Shaik 
Ali Hoossein had really given a cony of the treaty to Captain, Brown to record 
after the battle of Nownahnr, and if that treaty had been recorded, and if your 
memorialist had employed persons to steal it, and substitute another in its place, 
that the date of the theft, and the date of substitution of the new copy would 
have had some reasonable proximity to one another, and not nearly six and a half 
months’ internal; and further, that if these statements had been true, instead of 
lieing wilfuUy false, and a modern invention, your memorialist, on receiving 
back ihe stolen copy, would iiave caused the new one abhnt to be substituted 
to have the same number, date of receipt, and endorsement on it, as the stolen 
one in tlm due course of business had had j and so acute a person as Shaik Ali 
Hoossein would have taken.care to have had it placed amongst the records of 
September 184 il 3 , according to its number. In inventing astory the witness had 
overlooked this certain iucideni in a real transaction. 


108. Having now adverted to all the copies of the treaty recorded by the 
Conmiiesion or mentioned in the depositions, your memorialist appeals to your 
honourable Court to subject tlieni to a further test, namely, l>y comparing the 
Statements with regard to ib« se documents witl) the acknowledged history of the 
rise and progress of the cbaige of forgery against yoyr memorialist, and the 
ste|)S taken In thp British officers in Sind to collect proofs of the charge. 
Mr. IVingle, the late Cornmissioher of Sind, gives this history in the incmo- 
randnm drawn up by liim for submission to the most Noble the Governor- 
general, on the occabioii of his visit to Sukkor, dated the 29tli January 18.50 :— 

*’ 1*3. This was tiic stete of these questions on my succeeding Sir Charles 
Napier in the Government of the, province in tlu;<end of September 1847, 
when he brought the subject the supposed forgery in tlie Nownahur 

treaty) to my notice as one then j^iiuing, and informed me that the proofs 
of it were with the secretary, tlie late Captain Brown. He at the same lime 
gave me a memorandum detailing the measures he would recommend for adop¬ 
tion when the matter should come to be disposed of, &c., &c. 

t l4. 1 forwarded Sir Charles Napier’s paper tn Sir George Clerk, then 
( mor of Bombay, and directed the. secretory, Captain Brown, to make a 
lioraiidum of the circumstances connected with the discovery of the alleged 
d, and t.i» keep all proofs for production when required ; also, to collect the 
corre6))ondence regarding the proposed treaty, tlie records respecting which he 
infoniied mewereiu some respect incomplete, and to be ready togive everyrequisite 
explanation upon it when it should come under consideration. All further 
proceedings were deferred until the Arrival of Sir George-Clerk, whose intention 
it was shortly to visit tlie province. , ^ 

“'6. Circumstances delayed Sir Gcoi-ge Clerk’s visit Until the mouth of 
Febi’uarTl848, when tiie season was so far advanced and thq state of his health 
was. such, that he was unable personally to undertekfl the settlement of these 
questions, but he was made acquahited with the information regarding the 
alleged fraud then in the possession of'Captain Browni and led mu to eipect that 
he would commtjuiiiate to me his views on the subject. 

“16. Soon after Sir George Clerk’s retprn to Bombay the State of his health 
obliged him tb quit India, and if WAS not un'til the month of October 1848 
that I received secret instructionit the Bbmltoy Government, 

I presume, on the .irtfdrhmtibni ubtaiw by Si^ Cl^k,; hm«, to 

proceed with the inquiry into Bie fraud, but leaving It te toy discietion 

' ' ' ■ to 





: 


■ff^AMVJk^ .* .X^«U 


_ .,, :i^a‘sesi^ice/’^ 

i^v'i#;'©I«fe1rt|iji.’yithout■ .being■•ablfe.^ygaini 'to"'tninsnet■.■'■-bn^rtesfl. 
l^ijtoeils iibttafee^ with the fraud Mi thi roqbrda on 'the subject of 
yiS 4itO'de|.m his head clserk; and it is from thepa I have 

!§id'itd derive nay itiformatiun bn th« subjects, under cbnaiderdhle 
front the absence of such personal esplauatioas aS Captain Brown 
tidooe tmittla hayt* fuj'nishbd.” 


': 109, The memomndum drawn up by Captain Brown and referred to hy .Mi*,. 
Pringle is pnhted at the 65lh page of the papers relating to the charge preferred 
against your memorialist, and Shaik Ali Hoossein’s then statement to Captain 
Brownis annexed thereto; and tin's meniotandum, though not dated, refers to 
Captain Brown’s digest of the idtli September 1847, and must, therefore, liave 
been writttai between that date and the 28th February 1848, the date of a sub¬ 
sequent memorandum prepared by Captain Brown for the Commissioner. But 
in neither of these, nor in Shaik Ali Hoossein’s statement annexed to the first, 
is there any mention whatever of a copy of the original treaty having been given 
by that person to'Captain Brown as an office record immediately after the 
buttle; of that copy having been suh-sequently stolen by persons employed by 
your memorialist for that purpose; of a new. copy of the treaty having been 
clandestinely substituted on the GovcrnmcHt records, on the 4th of April 1843, 
by Shaik AH Hoossein himself; and although, in Mr. Pringhi’s menioraiidum 
above quoted, Captain Brown is representt.'d to have informed the Commissioner 
that his records were “somewhat incomplete,” it is improbable that so mild an 
expresision would have been used to designate that one of the most important of 
these records, namely, the original copy of the treaty, had been stolen. Captain 
Br<jwn’s digest of September 1847 W'ill contain all Shaik Ali Hoossein’s state¬ 
ments to him at that time; lint nothing will be found therein regarding the’ 
theft of the copy of the treaty, or the new and altered co)iy now * usue 

repnjsentcd to have been then actually on the records, and to liavo been intro¬ 
duced by Shaik Ali Hoo.ssein liims< if thereon four years previouslv. It will 
be obvious that when Captain Brown, by Sir C. Napier’s desire, collected the 
proofs of the alleged forgery, and wft.s afterwards ordtired by Mr. iVinglc “ to 
make a memorandum of the circumsumces connected wjtli the discovery of it, 
and to keep all the proofs roiidy for production when required,” that on the first, 
if not both, of those occasions, the records must have been 'Searched for any 
documents that would throw any light on the subject Captain Brown, and 
every person in his office, would not have forgotten that Shaik Ali Mooasoin 
hiid givett him a copy of the Nownahiir treaty a very few days after the battle ; 
or the f^ct that he had done so, and tliat it was recorded, must liaye, been 
discovered from some of the records, and some raentiou of the loss of this 
document would havo found ils way into Captain Brown’s memorandum, or 
would haye been communicated by hini to Mr. Pringle; and, in searching the 
records, the copy of the treaty said to have been clandestinely recorded on the 
4th April 1843, would have been found, and added to “ the proofs ” in Capfaih 
Brown’s collection. But your honourable Court will obsen'e, that although the 
in(|uiry commtniced before Sir C. Napier loft Sind,; and notwithstaniling all Mr. 
Prmgle had heard, both from Sir C. Napier and Captain;Brown persbUally, and 
from other sources, it was not until after ho had finished his memorandum Of 
the'27th December 1849, for^submission to the Governor-general, .and between 
that day and the lst January 1860, that Mr. Pringle heard that there had been 
any copies of the Nowaaliur treaty on the records of the Band government; and 
the infer(mce.;ip 'inevitable, yp memorialist contends^ that it was aWit that 
time. tWt.*; the treaty with the ,4th 1843 purposely endorsed 

qn it .;to ti!E^eive,'.yroo fi«st ihtroiidcfld amongst ihe fGoyernmeat records, and that 
it was then deterniined for the first time, Captain Brown being dead, to set up 
the story of a copy Of the original treaty having belx given tp the latter after 
the battle oif Jffownahar; of cfopy having'; hew ffiden by orders of,your 
ipeifiprjiilist^, and of anotlH$r ipopy ha^ beefiidlandestinely introduced on the 
i^(Hd8 %,”hif orders on the 
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script io.ms in^mwanaOin'^^^ JWtp 

it ^ILL awAM woTM?''^Y 


__ 

. l^'^i ;a^ov^;ii»t»'jper W6p wrii^Vt-liave-'j^ 

to s%%/lKai two'Icnuffi'eWpies'orthelri^yof 

thif i^Qrtls "pf !^h^”Siad GoverniBent/'i^|ji''Wire'"sttit8ptttIpaail^'lbf^i^^'^ 
them,' jind ^ ipun^*”* o“®j cdDtainittg the‘^PBiiieatibtM^rotfttlOn, 
effect whioii, it 1*8 alleged that a lakh of JitBpe^ Was Expended. TWs, '^ phujOi 
in Mareh.iOiS, owe month after thb ^ttle of Meeanee,>aad.:j|^^ 
before the alleged fraud in the Korah/which vira.8 perpetratSd 30 days 
Captain Pope proceeded to KhyrpOor to, ebamitio the deed (also^in | ;^bi*bay itt^ 
which the puhlic cession of the 'atrban ,iwas made, and took dbh dppbib^b4ty'^ 
^examining this one also, when of coorse it Would corre^pd With its pfoseo^ 
Appearance. <1 have not the means of iiptnediately verifying this informatiph, 
and .it may not, perhaps, be strictly accurate iii its details; but there are eircam^j 
stances which give to its general substance a considerable priWyocu: appear'aude 
of probability. • ,. , 

“ Ist January 1860 .” . ' 


‘111. Your memorialist confidently asserts that the end of the year 1849,. when 
Mr. Pringle received the information referred to in the abo,ve f>ost8cript,,was.|he 
first occasion on which Shy such statement had been put forth ia Sind, and that 
it never could or would have been made if Captain Brown had then been alive. 
Shaik AH Hoossein had shortly before arrived at Sukkur from MooUan, and a 
very few days afterwards, that is to say, on the 9tli of January 1860, be was 
taken by Lieufonant Youhgliusband, haeutenant of Police, beibre Mr, Pfiiigle, 
and the copy of the treaty^ pretend^ to have been recorded on tlie 4th April 
1843, having then for the first time been found, was put into the witness’s hands, 
and it is luost important to note what he then siiid about it; for your honourable 
Court will perceive that he had not then quite determined or arranged w'ith his 
accomfdiccs as to the story that should be set up regarding it. 

' .112. 'fhe question put to him by Mr. Pringle and ^he answer arc recorded in 
tlie following terras:” 

“ Jlo, you know this paper {i/ie copy of the treaty of Nownahtr is here $hown 
to marhed (C.) ) ? ”—** YeS. this is tlie handwriting of Busharat AU. But it 
hiiist have been written subsequent to the forgery; for it has the pergunnah of 
Aieerpoor niid AJathela dearly written, but I am not aware when it was given.” 

113. Three months afterwards, when giving his evidence before the Com¬ 
mission; .the yyituess deposed regarding the same document as follows 

After this, in the month of 4frth Morad Khan sent another copy of 
the treaty of Nownahur to nw itydrahad, by the hands of Hafiz Noor 
Mahomed Khan, a Mooltanee Puthan., . In this the words pergunnah Meerj^r, 
Matheja, baroar (together with) Mehyrkce were inserted, and Hafis: Noor 
Mahomed Khan told me that tiiis copy was to be entered on ,the Government 
records. 1, therefore, gave it for recow accordingly on the 4th April 1843.” 

114. When cross-examined with regard to this paper two days afterwards, 
the question put to him and his answer.are recorded as follows:-- 

“ when Meer Ali Morad 8ent,.Hafiz Noor Mahomed Khan, Piithan Mool- 
tatice, to you with a copy of the treaty of Nownahur in April, as you formerly 
stated, did he scud any letter with him?—-He, wrote to the effect that f was to attend 
to whatever Hafiz Noor Ahmed Khan told me. Besides tlua letter/there w’as a 
piece of papci', on which the wot^ pergunnah Mathela, Meerpoor bamSr 
Mehhtkee were written.. Hafiz Node Ahmed Khan told me that lie had been. 
directed .to show me this paper, and then ta.keit h&ck, and that I was to give a 
copvy'of the treaty, written by my bwh-inoonshee, with ftiese alterations, for the 
purpose of,being placed, among the'Government i^rdsj T, therefore, did all 
titis,.a8'I'ha4'il^n ordered t'oi do.” ''^ \'‘ ' I ''' ' 

“ You ih^fltipt^iThayMeer'Ali 'MOrad" had sornt ydiiA OdpyiOftiietreaty by 
Ilafiz Noor Ahmid iGmn* >vith the ^eiptiOas bPpetgnhhah %thfelai:M 
biiinar Mehurltch ’ inserttA ’in it, and you to give; if 

.record, and nbw ybu'..stat:e'that .he S 0 n| 5 ^u Wsep^te pie«8 OT’.;^f^,.‘,with-th^- 
word^ written on, it,..ahn tbld'yoti' iio',,Kave.' these'wo]msJ;hJsett^.:^iorA'h*sh_CQpy 
of tile treaty, aheji lo.^ke.’liiiisfror.reco'i'dt .what4*iiil^atibbAq'3fnA.|'}#l.of Hiis^ 

1 did not me'ntion tha| Jj cii^y.’of thet)Fcd‘f 5 f'had'b.iSi 8 iB:‘seht,''bWihSft 6 ^s^ by 

..1 .. .. 
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lt4i^.f|B,i^_ ■ : lieferj ffefeinient-/i^iqi^ '|t>a f;er||l 

___ ..,^,._,.i;;/#!Ffrii|8^ntioiiea'^'fe;it/V ijfe;.ilC ,^p,i^^tY;'td‘^mwien^' m 

.' Otfe with ii9eii^;M4«o:menlfe8try;<^^ 

ptii|^^i^.t;:'tl^‘'tef^e,iy®W'feen^ori^ ■ has .appl-i^.'^ tO;-ii, ihu»t';iia;e&64nvin'ced; 
yottn;h^!^ii»ihfe Cbttit that tlie copy of the t)^tj,a|ieged to have been rej^istered 
an itjfesMtfrofi^prU 1848^ on the#recQr<le df Goverfmeht prior to 

Cnptsih BhT 0 *n’S di'ath,vor indeed un^i the close’df the year I 84 B, arid the arrivat 
of Shaik;|Ali"HdnS9®fe «t that time at Sukkur fronjvMooltan. . • : 


thri larigliage of the document itself places the witnesses in a corn- 
pfriteidifemiriiMi ctintra'dicts arid manifestly ftdsifies «thef their statement as to the 
U|He\i!vheri!it W^^ in their account' of the second forgery. It was not 

until'iuo^at 1843 that Captain Pope desired to see the Koran in which the 
Nowhiihljjf treaty was teoofdcd, nor antil tlien is it pretended that it ever occurred 
to ririy ohri to mriko a'second foi^ery by extracting a leaf and substituting 
another tmatyJ* Shaik AU Hoosseins evidence on this point before the Com¬ 
missioners is as follows:—; 

^ “ Abodt this time ir reached the ears of Captain Pope that some forgery had 
been m'kde in the Koran containing the treaty, and he therefore sent for it for 
the purpose of examining it. When I saw the Koran I found great erasures in it, 
’ winch could not escapo: detection, and asked theMcerhow I could slmw it in 
that state to Captain Pope. The Meer also became perplexed, and after much 
consideration, proposed, that us the treaty Vas written on four pages, and the 
alterations and erasures had only been made in the first, and the one containing 
the seals wCs perfect) the firet leaf should be taken out and another written by 
Peer Ali Gohur, and substituted for it.” . , ... 

116. This was the origin and sole cause of the new leaf bdng introduced. 
Peer .'Mi Gohur deposes to the saine effect, arid fixes the date of the new leaf 
being written in the following words •—“ Three days after I had written the 
new' pugo in the Koran, Captain Pope came to Khyrpoor and asked me whether 
the handwriting was mine, to which I replied that it was.” , , 

117. It is now for those who place credit in the above stateinetit to pon- 
• sider how the pcrguiniahs Mathela, IVJeetpoor. Mehurkce, introduced into the 

Koran for the first time, itis said. by a new leafin August i843, found their way 
into a copy of the treaty prepared and registcredinthemonth of April previously. 
The leaf said ,10 have been extracted is produced by Shaik Ali'Hoossein W the 
autliotities^, and it will be seen on examinihg it that tlie only alteration b^pnd 
thpt of substituting':*' pergunnah ” for viHage, is that the words “ Bu Murzee ’’ 
were idtmpted, to be altered iuio.“ Mehurkee.” Major'Lang’s note) above cited, 
api»e«ded to the extracted leaf, mentions, that “in attempting to make* Bu 
M uKCe ’ into ‘ Jdehurkce’ the papers seem to have been ‘ spoilt.’ ” Confessedly but 
for the clumsineiis of the first forgery, no second one Would have been attempted, 
so that if Captain Pope had seen the Koran it would not have corresponded with 
the cOpj? of the treaty then, as it is said, on the records of Government, and it is 
tliorcfore obvious that inasmuch as this copy does not correspond with die 
alleged; extracted leaf, but docs entirely correspond ■witfi the new leaf, said to 
haVe Ipeh in;wrted' in Augukt subsequentlyi that is to say, with,the Koran in its 

P resent statri, Cither no iteration was made in August 1843 to deceive Captain 
'ope, or tliut its’ state when shown to him was the state in which it was on and 
previously to the 4th of April 1843, or that such alleged copy must have been 
made arid recorded subsequently to the Kora'n being shown to Captain Pope. 

1 I 8 . Tbe/Comnijssfouers, taking no notice of.thisj express their conviction 
that the copy of tlie treaty'which, tlley are satisfied viias recorded on the 4th 
April 1843, corroboiUtifd Shaik Ali Hoossein's evidence iri a ** remarkable point, 
which Shaik AliisHoo^isein did*’ not himself notice, tior at first perceive tbC force 
' ofwbenlqutol^h^/rip)^ K tkat it b|ato the ‘Mehurkee* followed by 

/ Khood; Mt Bn Mutoep,* and in this'respect appeared 

:'to-'Warjsfflt'’)tb 4 ^rifetoirif,.'''th^ at that |ibri irilond^ to support the'claim 

jfttorppksti»| ;^^^ without i^rting; to the substitution Of 

ri,;,%s'h;ri!itidtirill'^feri M'ehurkeri'dqeu not appeor'in the extracted 

' made to alter * Bu ^Murzee IptSp, Mehurkee, 

<aod«.;htui this succeedet^ 'Meei^or might have been Inserted |ieHWie .it, rind the 
', 118 .*'B 3 ', ' ' word 
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word Khdod of course liave remaiuiad'idcme 
' it, ias'it *iow'itppears jb the a 

sligdtly'difierentsen^.”' ■'■■. ' \''' ,. ' ' , , ■■'.■vv'; . 
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; 110. Your iBeniorialist has extracted .^e above obsejryatwai /^>tiS^^^^ the 
Cbmrnissio'jiers fancy,.that they have d^,covered, a rertiarjcahle. c<^^o^j|ao of 
Ehaik lUi Hoossein’s .stiiteinent, in the, circumstance that the word f 
has been omitted in the copy of the tj-eaty said to have been rechrdcdC® ^h« 4th 
of A[3tii; 1843. Your memorialist apes hot wonder .that the witkWs di^^ not 
himself notice, Of at first perceive, the force of this point wheh questioned about 
it, and your memorialist wholly disputes that it has any force, at hli, .The ch|iy 
of the treaty of the 4th April 1843 is,, aud Jias been shown to bq, .altogether 
spurious; and whether “ Bu Murzee ” was omitted by aocident Of the copyist or 
artfully, is wholly immaterial- The (Jorninissioners are in error ik‘sapposlng 
that the woril “ Bn Miirzee ” is not in the treaty in the Koran,‘ and they greatly 
mistake in saying that if “Bu Murzee” had been successfullj converted into 
“ Meliurkee,’* the word Meerpoor e-onld have, been inserted before-it, for the 
word “ Bn Murzee ” appears in the middle^ not at the end of a line, and therft 
could have been no room for the introduction of anything mpth,. 'Moreover, 
‘Uhe inference” that the treaty in the Koran being altered about April 1848, 
instead of corroborating, is flatly opposed to the history given by the 'tntness of 
the period and history of the supposed forgeries. • 


120. Yotir memorialist trusts that he has now satisfactorily shown to your 
honourable Court, by tests of the fairest and most conclusive nature, that the 
doctimenis called copies of the ti'eaty produced, before the Commission are 
spurious, an<l prepared for the occasion ; that no copy was recorded by Captain 
Brown immediately after the battle of Nownahur, and consequently that t here 
never was on the records of the Sind government any copy or translation 
which your memorialist could have had any motive to steal, or could in fact have 
stolen. As this part of tin direct evidence, however, is said to be confirmed by 
the theft of a box of ICaptain Brown’s, containing Sind records, and as great 
reliance is placed on it by the Comniissiuuers and tlie confirming authoritiijs, 
your memorialist will show yonr honourable Court, by an independent examina- 
tion'of this .ftart of the case, that it is as hoHow and unsubstantial as the vest of 
,the case against your memorialist. 

121. Moonshee Towur Mull states,—“ Before the battle of Meeahee, Colonel 
Outrara and Captain Brown, together with the Moonshee Moyadeen, went 
down from Deejee-Ka-Kotc in the steamer to Hydrabad, aud when they got 
to the garden and alighted ther;' T; beard from Meerza Daood, that Moonshee 
Moyadeen had lost the Persian anflf Lnglish copies of .the treaty of Nownahur, 
which were on the records of Government. I went and told Captain Brown of 
this. He sent for Moonshee Moyadeen and asked hivn vvhere the nook containing 
copies of this kind was.” 

122. Of course if tliere w'as even no Persian and English copies of the treaty on 
the records of Govern iient at that time, this statement is a pure inventiion. But 
here again, if the Digest and Office Memorandum had been consulted, the exact 
day on which Captain Brown’s box was stolen would have appeared^ with die 
contents of it, so far at least as any ofScial papers were concerned, the name of 
the person or persons suspected, and the punishment, if any, awarded. The 
tlH'ft of Captain Brown’s^box took place after the battle of MeCanee, and whilst 
the army was in the entrenched camp at Hydrabad, arid about the end of March 
01 beginning of April 1843., The box was one iq which Captain Brown bad 
sbiirtly before kept a collection of coins and some very large elneraWs anti rubies 
belonging to the late Mr. Ross BelL and Captain BrOwn, whilst at Sukkuf, arid 
before moving to Hydrabad, had on scve^l occasions opened the bnJt tmd shown 
tlie contents to hi.s friends, and imnst have been aeCn doing im by hlS’Sottants and 
others.. Captain Brown wasin the habit of keeping the;hdx oi'l^itttblb, and the 
above circumstahecs satisfactorily explain a theft which k »8 .b 48 ii toriaed to such, 
useful account against yonr memorialist., Whether the valimbies were te the bo* at 
the time it was stolen, your inentorialhit 'is unable to , but d^htless there 
were many private and some official papers in it; bn* ai^ offidal .papers lost oa 
the occasion could have been immediately traced'by Gai^n Brown in' ^e ^l^rp' 
and Office Memorandum* ao as to enalde hhn to send tor dhplicaEtes or copies of. 

. them,' 
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'<J««^y'itt'',iHi| 3 ff ktter, ftddregsed' by ,hitd--'ta ttiwf Papw oS'ilss ■": 

SeCTetary'to.^^^yi^»^«;i^.|n<i*a with the.Gowm<tt-ge««J»h*-' • ■. ■ '' '•', 

'“KoAesof 18^^ '' 

’ to request you Mrifl a»]iiori »5 duplicatesi of-the 

replies Nt». lisa and 1196, dated 21»i and 3«th Apt^ 1842, adelressfed 

H tfe lactB Pbfitical Agtut in Sind and Beloochistan, Colonel Outmna, to 
¥> iS. J&addocfei Esq,, reliving to disputes between Meer Ali Morad and 
Jdeer NussCTr IQjan of Kliyrpoor, being furnished me, as the originals lire 
sajmotM^ to have been earried off in a box of records, stolen from iny office 
at'Hydrebadih 1&48, 

T ^ Kawachee, l2th November 1947.” 

,123. The two letters so distinctly referred to by Caprtain Brown, and dated 
five.ipohfchs'before the batde of Nownahur, are the only documents which it was 
•necessary lor him to obtain copies of from the Government of India; but it may 
^ reasonably doubted whether Captain Brown was not writing, somewhat 
loosely, four years after the theft, when he described the box stolen as a box of 
records, though it may have contained some; but the fact that Captain Brown 
h«d the ubove property of the late Mr. Bell in liis.charge, is, your memorialist 
believes, tbe origin of the theft. 

124. When the arhiy was in the entreuclied camp, Mr. Maher, it is believed, 

WHS at Sukkur in cliaige of the records, and not at Hydrabad, and if so, his. 
evidence is only hearsay. Mr. Surtees was with Captain Brown at the tirire of 
the theft, having accompanied him and Colonel Outram to Hydrabad, and 
remained with them froni January 1843 to May inchisive, wlijlst Mr. Mahdr 
during all that period was, your memorialist believes, at Sukkur, where the 
Sind records were, except such few ns Captain Brown might have brought 
with him to Hydrabad, or have had sent to him subsequently, and these were in 
charge of Mr. jsurtees. But neither Mooiishge Towur Mull nor Meerza Dauod 
accompanied Colonel Outrani and Captain Brown to Hydrabad, Moonshce Towur 
Mull being with Major CHbborn, and Meerza Daood being, as your memorialist 
believes, at that time at Ferozepore, He first came to Hyilrabad in September 
1843, with a recommendation to Captain Brown from Sir Richmoud Shakespear, 
and was first employ<'d by the Sind Government in the end of that year. 

Mr. Maher, in his evideiiee, dates Meerza Daood’s employment even later, saying 
that it commenced in 1844. Moonshee Moyadeen, at the time Colonel Outram 
and Captain Brown arrived at Hydrabad, was actually in confinement on board 
the “ Satellite” steamer under a guard, not fur stealing or losing office records, 
but for corresponding witli the enemy (see SirC, Napier’s letter to Colonel Outram, 
dated 4th February 1843; Colonel Outram's reply, 8th February 1843; aud Colopel 
Outram’s further letter, 12th Fchniary 1843, Supplementary Sind Blue Book, 
pages 26, 29,37),and he was not released iiutil after Mecr Roostmn Khan and other 
Ameers had been sent to Bombay, and, once released, was never afterwards Con¬ 
fined or suspended from employment, as the Digest aud Office Memorandum will 
show, and was never accused or suspected of having stolen Captain Brown’s box 
or any office records. Mr. Maher’s evidence on these points, besides being mere 
hearsay,, is totally incorrect. But if the Commissioners considered the theft 
of the box as important evidence corroborating the statement of Shaik Ali 
Hoossein and his confederates, it. would have been only proper to have endea¬ 
voured to have ascertained, not by the loose statement pf any person, but by an 
actual examination of the records themselves, whether any omciaf paper really 
bearing on the Nownahur jreaty had been stolen or not, and what records 
actually were missing. It appears plainly from ‘the printed Sind papers 
relating to charges ugainsf your niemorialist, pages 196 to 202 inclusive, that 
the fcojte^ondence from the 10th September 1842 to the 27th September 
1842, between Captain Brown and Colonel Outram and the Ameers, was not 
lost. All thp l^Ots .rciBeived, .during this period, including the lettere said to 
hnve been written by your niyeinoriaKst, and Meer Roostum, and Meer Nusseer 
Khan to Captain Brovrnon the very battle field of Nowi{ibur,and Captain Brown’s 
reply as well,as the euiginal drafte and translation, are all forthconung, and any 
qopy of the Nownahur treaty given by Shaik Ah Hoossein on riie 20th of 
^p()iinber 1842 for recordi must have been placed in its turn and number 
ilimongstt these very papere, and-have been kept with them in tlie -swine place at 

1 Sukkur. 
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Sukkur, What reason had Captain Brown a]b tM time for taking the Pefshin 
copy of the Nowitiahtir treaty with him >ip Hydraht^, it Sejpki**^ 

from the other Teoords of the period bn his tabfe iA a ' ^ * 
he. did 60 , its aninber on the hie. can be specified ;fioni fltb6e 'that ireb^^^ 
Purther, Captain Brown’S, Digest from May to the anh'bf September 1842 
was not stolen^ and is largely quoted by the Hd&oiirable Mr. WllOO|bby in 
the 8d paragraph of his minute.: Ypar memorialist beiieye8.>Wt.at When 
Ontram was attacked by the Ameera at Hydtabad and the ‘ fiesrdehi^'plun- 
dered, some .Persian but not any English reconls were lost along with the 
{H-operty of himself and the other officers there, but Moonshee Moyadmm had 
nothing to do with this, being then actually in confinement on’board • the 
^ steamer “ Satellite ” in the river j and your memorialist believes that the 
whole of the records for September 1842, both Persian and English, bn the 
16th of which .month of September .1842 the battle of Nownahur was 
fought, are perfect. , '. v ^ ^ 

125. Your memorialist believes, as already mentionedt that Mr, Maher .was. at 

Sukkur at ‘the time of the theft, and therefore knows nothing alSwij;. it of his 
own knowledge; but it is remarkable that, as he meiitions timt an English 
book, written by himself, endorsed "Secret,” was amongst the papers .in the 
box, that he should not be able to give a better account of its coutente than 
he has done. , 

126. When asked by the Commissioners “ what proceedings.were adopted by 
Captaiu Brown op the loss of the bo*/' Mr. Maher replied, “ Eyery inquiry 
was made among the Wliole establishment, and suspicion fell on Moonshee 
Moyadeeu, who Was currently beli<^ved to have taken it. The moonshee was 
immediately suspended by Captain Brown; ..but as nothing could be proved 
against him, lie was again employed for a short time, and then dismissed 
altogether.” 

127. Nothing can be more inaflcurate than tlds statement. If tlie inquiry 
here referred to had bi^n really made (but your memorialist, from what he has 
heard, believes that no inquiry at all was made, no oflSee servant being in fact 
suspected of the theft), the written proceedings of the inquiry must be forth¬ 
coming, on the face of which p will appear, on wiiose statement and on what 
grounds suspicion fell on, Moonshee Moyadeen, when he was suspended, when 
released from arrest, and the office memorandum will show the same thiug ; but 
your memorialist is confident that a Reference to it will exhibit Mr. Maher’s 
extreme inaccuracy, Moonshee Moyadeen was only once suspended; that 
occasion, and the reasons for it, :huvpjplr«idy been pointed out He never was 
dismissed from Government emph), ' He was.discharged at his own request, 
about the ehd of the year 1843, aS his petition on the records and the office 
memorandum will testify. 

128. Your memorialist now proceeds to e.xamiiie tire Only really corroborative 
evidence adduced in support of the statement of Shaik All Hoossein and his 
confederates, in tile course of the inquiry. These are the entry in Captain 
Brown’s Digest, immediately following his description of the battle of Nownahur; 
the letters from Meer Roostum Rhan and Meer ^usseer Khan to Captain 
Brown, written immediately after the battle; the letter said to have been 
received from your memorialist on the 18tb September 1842; and the letter 
produced by the witness Meer Mahomed Hoossein, as haring been written to 
him by yo«r memorialist*shortly after the battle, dated 24tli September 1842. 

s’’ ' ■* i 

129. With respect to tJie first of'these, it appears from Gaptaip Brown’s 
Ingest, that he received intelligence of the battle of Nownahur on the 16th of 
September 1842. The battle had been fought the day before,^ and the treaty 
was signed in the evening. The information of the particulars of the battle 
must ha ve lreached him by a cossid, tmd are detailed on the Digest,; on the 16th 
of September 1842. A part of the statement is as fpHows .^f - > 

"MeerRoo^um seeing the state, of things” {tflBt 'ypnr.mem«^riaIi$t, had his 
opponenis at ,his mercy), "sent hiSyBeal by bis son, Alt Mardoia, to Ali 
Morad, with a carte bimehe for ahy, terms be might ohpose ,,|p^,dl«!tate., ; Meer 
Ali Morad replied, t)iM .he^came thtowf t® %bt andi. to recover the landj^pnd 
properties that Meer Roostum mid M^MoobaroV Wlibstly srized of Iji^ when) 

.,' .he - 
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llie Was a b6yi. ,i,On f »etoni of Meer Ali Murdon, Meer Roostum and Syed 
AU .Gohur*‘ 4 'itaklfig wjtib;> them the Koraft, proceeded to Meer Ali Morad’s 
quarters to enti^t him to cease fighting, and to withdraw. When tny informant 
cmne aWay, MeOr, Boostutu! and Ali Gohnr were" still at Ali Morad’s camp.” 
Itnin^iately beloyr this is the following inentorasduin, said to have been added 
by Cwiain BK>Fn» pn the 20th September 1842 : ~ 

“Meer Boostnm Ehan and Nnssecr Khan have satisfied the claims of Meer 
Ali, Morad Khan, by transferring to him nine villages, and hostilities have for 
the,present been suspended: but from Meer Roostum's continuing to collect 
troops, and.repair his guns, it is generally believed that he is temporising, and 
intends, when in sufficient strength, to meet Ali Morad in the held again.” 
On what authority, on whose information Captain Brown made the above entry, 
does not appear; and it seems very improbable that it should not have been 
written*earlier than the 20th September 1842, for, as printed, it is entered in 
the Digest froi]Q 13ih to the lOtli September 1842, whilst the Digest from the 
20th to the 2,0tn September contains an intervening entry of otlicr matter before 
it records the visit of Shaik Ali Hoossein to Captain Brown, to shttw him the 
treaty. One thing, however, seems clear, that Captain Brown did not receive 
his intelligence of the nature of the treaty from Shaik Ali Hoossein, for it is 
recorded, together with some further intelligence, before any mention is made nf 
that person’s visit. • 

130. It would appear Ibat Meer Nijsseer Khan despatched a man, named 
Moola Mahomed, to Captain Brown, immediately ^tcr the battle of Nownahar, 
with a letter from Meer Nusseer Khan, and seemi^ly one from Meer Roostum 
Khan, and both of which are set out at page 300 of the “ Scinde Papers relating 
to the charges preferred against Meer Ali Moorad.” 

131. These letters, it appears, were received by Captain Brown on the 18th 
sSeptember 1842. No pari of Captain Bran’s Digest recording his interview 

with Moola Mahomed, is printed, and yet*uch an interview could npt have 
taken place without a memorandum of it being made by Captain Brown ; and, 
if Moola Mahomed had been Captain Brown's informant (tliat your memorialist 
had been satisfied with nine villages), it is only reasonable to suppo^. that tliat 
fact would have been mentioned, but the language of the entry entirely repels 
the presumption, that it is founded on his information, for it mentions, wliat no 
follower of Meer Roostum or Meer Nusseer Khan could have communicated to 
Captain Brown, namely, that Meer Roostum was continuing to collect troops and 
repa r his guns, “ from which it is generally believed that he is temporising, and 
intends, when in sufficient strength,” &c. &c. 

132. The entry, therefore, in Captain Brown’s Digest is no more than the 
gossip of his own spies. 

133. The two next documents are the letters from Nusseer Khan and Meer 
Roostum Khan to Captain Brown, the former received on the 17th September 
1842 , and the latter sent apparently by Moola Mahomed, and received on the 
18th September 1842. 

134. In the first of these letters, as translated by Captain Kennedy at the 
time it was received, the following is the only passage relating to the result of the 
battle, or the treaty Meer Ali Morad has acted wilhout I’espect of persons, 
and seeing that he was,beyond all bounds,, and had.no regard for the usual 
etiquette, I was obliged to satisfy the hungry beggar with a morsel, and so put 
him off for tlie time.” (Sind Papers relating to charges against your memo¬ 
rialist, page 198.) 

135. If any reliance is to be placed upn the metaphorical expression thus 
employed, your memorialist would beg to point out, that it is very inconsistent 
that he should have been beyond all bounds in his demands, and should then 
have been contented with a ^.morseli” 

186. The same passage in ^subsequent translation luade by Captain Harding,, 
on the 31st October 1847, for the purpose of ||je Commission, is thus rendered t 
—-“ifeer Ali Morad became most arrogant, seeing that he had it all his own 
found him hungry, therefore, satisfied him at the time with a mouthful. 
In fti|ure, however, it will not Stand good. 

ii8. F 
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“The Meet*' ('Meer'"A'n Murjid)'"**'.of' 
ness, commenced fiHng his guns ®nd mnsketry, and i'Sf^i tip 
purpose of settling the matter in the be^t wtanneT ‘iMj88iid4'‘^y 
pense, to^ftbpa there were found to ten or twelve Allied, ahd eight or ten 
WOanded,” '■■■■;' " ' y.':’' 


138, The same passage is thus translated by Captain Harding : 7 "'“ Meer All 
■Morad, forgetting all lies, contrary to all custom, commenced firing upon us, 
and before I could reach him ten or twelve persons had been Icil^, and as 
many wounded. I approached the Meer, and, in order to obtain peace, oApsented 
to make over to him some villages for the time being.” 

139. Of course Meer Roostum Khan and Nusseer Khan, in eo^mduicatiog the 
result of the battle to Captain Brown, would not like to make the hamiHating 
confession, that they bad been entirely defeated by your memorialist,: lind were 
wholly at his mercy. 

140. From these letters no one would discover, except in the above passages, 
that they had met with any reverse at all; and the result of the battle and con¬ 
cessions made to your memorialist aye of course Wrapped up in the vaguest 
language, as little llurablingto the pride of the writers as it was possible to make 
such a communication. ^ 

' ; 'V' 

141, But from the information which reached Captain Brown immediately 
after the battle, and which he has recorded in his Digest of the 16th September 
1842, it will be seen that your memorialist was able to dictate such terms of 
peace as he pleased, and it is not ^ry credible that he would have been satisJ* 
lied with nine villages, eonsiderin^hat he had for years previously been dis¬ 
puting with Meer Nusseer Khan, and his father, Meer Moobaruk Khan, before 
him. respecting the large share of.your memorialist’s patrimony, which they 
had appropriated to themselves during his minority, and of which, excepting 
the five villages recovered through Mr. Ross Bell, Meer Roostum Khan, and 
Meer Nusseer Khan, wt‘re then in possession. 


142. Captain Pope, in lus letter, dated Sukkur, 24 October 1843, to the 

Government of India, sj^eaking of this treaty, s,ays, “The balance of testimony, 
however, as well as the unive^aul voice of the country, is decidedly against its 
having been sealed voluntaniy hj Nusseer Khan. He appears to have been 
seated sullenly on the ground‘some 10 or 1» paces from, the rest of the chiefs. 
On being applied to for his seal, he is stated to have said that he had it not with 
him;' The ex-Araeer, Roostum Khan,, then went up to him ; and after trying all 
in his power to reconcile him to what he said was inevitable, put^his hands in 
his nephew's waistband, from which he drew the seal, and applied it to the deed. 
His Highness (your memorialist) never appears to have obtaiiied possession of 
the places thus coded, till, the whole country came temporarily in his possession 
in January 1843.” \ 

“ His Highness lias frequently and fully admitted in uonversfttion with me, 
that the cession was not , willingly made. 1 give his Highness’s exact words, 
‘Ch’rka ceea,’ lie said; i. C| that it was a conquered coufltry, or one that he had 
won in war,” . . 

143. This is the information Captain Pope had collected regarding the>iaking 
and sealing of the treaty; and your honourable Court will consider wliether, as 
Meer Roostum Khan, then the rais bf the country.uttd who had not pemnally 
been in danger during the battle, hut who interfered to protectMteer Nus^r 
Khan, confessedly made over seven villages of his ovu # yd»r meUiorialist. 
Meer Nusseer Khan should have been called uponto surrender, aSid.ym^r memo-, 
rialist should hkve been willing to accept two villages IrCto'hl^ duly Rtoaum 
an annual income of about 4,000 rupees, he bemg 

in burning your tnpmonaUst’'8 villages had brdujpit <m :the,i,®tKm, and; 
whoih your memorijUWi avbb nliiefly afefeud, and wfa^liier'tlifete 
die difficulty mentioned by Capitiin Pope of obtaming Mder 

consent, 
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consent to a ctMJWisitBSi' of two tilkggs* iMd fWch, wt the wty moment of 
mskiug it, neitlier he nor Meor Hoostam ICliItt kftomled to abide by Osptafai 
Pope’s letter, la of nddittonai value in this re»p«e|, that whilst he gives the 
universal voice of '* the country ” on the subject of the treaty, which ts repre¬ 
sented to be against it«» a voluntary <locument, it ia evident that not one of tb 
many with whom Captain Pope had conferred, and whose information had cn 
titled him thus to speak, haa suggested to him that the treaty hud been alterer 
since it was entered into, or that your memorialist as claiming nnder it wlm 
ha»l never been made over to him. Hurely he eaunot adduce a moi>e powerfa 
fact in proof that not the village, but the pergnnnah, of Mathela, comprising 
the three tujjpas, had Imen made over by the treaty, and that “ the universa 
voice of the Country'” was to that eftect; in uppositiott to which the vague expres 
aioii in the letters of Mcer Roostum and Meer Nusseer Khan to Captain Brown 
above <jMOted, arc as waste paper. 

144. The Commissioners further rely on,a letter from yonr mt'inorialist, iu the 
handwriting of Moonshoo j^ushurat Ali, and which, Shaik Ali Hoo«8(‘iu says, 
was written in his presence on the field of Nownahur, in rt'ply to a letter received 
by Captain Brown on the 18th of September 1843; and on this letter, and the 
reply made by yonr memorialist to a question put to him by the Conitnissioiteri 
regarding it, the latter have passed some >ery harsh autl unjustifiable remarks, 
and have committed apparently a very extraordinary mistake, Thu Commis¬ 
sioners stale that your memorialist lias tliiowu “ all the doubts that he could on 
his letter ” (meaning the above). J^ow if your inuniorialisi’s reply to their in¬ 
quiry b(' referred to, it will be seen that he has merely said, us is the truth, that 
the eopy was not on /lin* records; bnt altliough he had no reeolleetioti of the 
letter, lie did not rejindiate it; and, on the contrary, expressly confirmed its 
contents, saj ing, “ 1 did not therefore think It ncces-ary to send particulars of 
the villages and pergnniiahs to that officer (Claptain Brottn), but was contented 
to inform him, that the Koran, containing tlm treaty, would ho afterwards scut 
for his iuspeefcion, when he would iiecoine aware of what was contained iii-iu” 

14.'>. But the 1( tter was wrilteu by Shaik Ali Iloosseiii’s order, and may not have 
beta setn by your rnemorialist; jour memorialist would natiindly pul his seal 
to anj letter prepared or advised liy Mmik Ali Hoosseiu without oxuniiniug 
very closely into its eonients, and the reasonable { xplauation of its language is, 
that, as (’aptaiu Brown’s h'tter of remonstrant' arrived whilst flu* treaty was 
under diwnssion, and was replied to immediately, either the treaty may not 
liave been finally concluded at the time tlie reply was despatched, or Shaik Ali 
lloO'W'in may have thought it prudent not to hre.ik all at once to Ouplain Brown, 

, the extent of the cession actually made. 

140. The (/oinmissiot#rs have charged yonr memorialist with antedating a 
draft letter written by him to Captain Brown, and evidently, and on tlie face of 
it, written in reply to one addressed to him by C’ajitain Brown after tlic latter 
had teceived n^W8 of tlie liattle of Nowmilinr. It is manifest, on the face of it, 
that tin-, letter was not addressed to (’apfaiii Blown on the day of the fight, the 
Dth Sliahan ; and theiefoie when your mnnoiialist presented it to tin* Coiiimis- 
bioiier as sucli, lie did so on the iufonnalioii of his own ])(oplc. It cannot be 
supposed that your memorialist is his own karbary and xiikcol, that he senrehed 
his records with his own li.inds, or tli.it he examined all the papers with his own 
eyes. Had he done so, or had he even read the draft letter, he could hardly have 
committed the gross blunder of presenting it to the Commissioners as liavmi: 
been written on the day of the .battle, nor eould there indeed be any object ir 
^attempting deceit On such a point. Your iueinoriaIi.st wholly denies all know- 
‘ledge of when or by whom tlie date of the nth Shabnn was written on it. 

147, With respt’ct to the three letters produced by the witness Meer Mahomed 
Hoosseiti as having been received by him from his ikther, Mi'cr Roostu’n Khan, 
his cousin Meer Nusseeif, and his uncle, your memorialist, iinmediafelv after the 
battle of Nownahiir, and which the Commission say a^j* conclusive evidence, in 
corroboration of Sheikh Ali Hoossein’s Btatemcnt as'to the original extent of the 
cession; your memorialist is rejoiced to think that they have been prodneed 
before th? Commission^ fbr he confidently asserts that they are maaifestly spuri¬ 
ous documents, and that, submitted to any of the local officers in Sind, they 
would be pronounced to be so. 

' iiS, ra First. 
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Tltis letter ybiir uieQJari«l|9t a?terte tiii its face the ptebfe bf btldimbted 
fbrgety, whicb the forgets seem to liaVeii^t attStoUs to iecfiilniitete, sapposing, 
ap^areatly, that ibey would be mistakbh by ilte' Engl^h CommissiOnera for 
proofs of authenticity. ^ ^ 

The word “ Bahafust” (it is confirmed) on the face of the letter is confrary 
to all usage and courtesy. The Ameew phly put this word ph grants or agree¬ 
ment*. The teord is seldom put even on ^fwaiiahs^ but it'iieVer was Used in a 
letter even to an inferior, and would be esteemed a grosi insult to an equal, 
whicli^our memorialist would scarcely be inclined to offer to Mahomed Hoosseiti 
in a letter, soliciting his assistance a^inst Ntlsseer Khan, and begging his good 
office* with Meer Jloostum Khan. There are hundreds of letters on the Sind 
Records from the Ameers, and your memorialist confidently affirms that ^ot one 
can be produced in which the word “ Bahaiust” appears. 

The envelope, besides having the saal thereon as usual, has the words, “ The 
writer, Meer Ali Morad Khan Talpoor, from Degee-Ka>Kote, 18th Sliaban 
1258a writing somewhat of this nature would have been, and, in accordance 
with custom, if there had been no seal on the envelope. But it is contrary to all 
usa^e to write anything of the kind when the writer's seal has been atampe'd 
outside the letter; and had there been no seal, your memuriaiist's name would 
not have been mentioned as “ the writer” of the letter, but as that of the person 
by wliom the letter was despatched. 

The body of the letter is, and the memorandum on the envelope appears to be, 
in the handwriting of Shaiti: Ali Hoossein, and the address is in that of another 
person, which is very unusual, aud would be most unlikely to occur ifa a real 
transaction. The envelope is much older than the letter, which indeed is too 
nexv for its date, and the paper of the envelope is of a different kind from the 
paper of the lettef- From all these circumstances it is quite evident that the 
envelope is of a letter of a remote‘date, which may have been written to Meer 
Mahomed Hoossein, and the letter has been written recently, and put into tlie 
old envelope for the present purpose. 


• tnedium. 


' objections. 


148. All these objections were pointed out by your memorialist to the Com¬ 
missioners ; objections which in themselves were quite sufficient to throw doubts 
on the best of proofs^ and, although there are in the service of the British 
Government, in the Shikarpoor, Hydrabad, and Kurrachee Collectorates, the 
ablest and most intelligent of the Ameer’s servants, through wliose evidence* the 
importance of these objections could have at once been tried, yet the Commis¬ 
sion, on the face of these fsmte, which were shown to them, contented them¬ 
selves with asking Meer Maltorfiei Hoossein and Shaik Ali Hoossein a very few 
questions on these points, and they were not Very likely io admit that there could 
be doubts respecting letu rs which, if not genuine, must have been concocted by 
themselves in concert. ^ 

149, The next letter purports to be from Meer Nusseer Khan to Meer 
Mahomed Hoossein, and that your memorialist also denounces as an evident 
forgery. 

160, The Ameers of Sind have never been In the habit of sealing their 

letters; the seal was always on the envelope; this letter has the seal^atthe end { 
the Government records are filled with letters from the Ameers, frotn which it 
will be seen that it is qliite contrary to usage to affix the seal at the end of the. 
body of the letter. But further, it is quite evident, on looking at this letter, that 
toe seal was on the paper before the letter wgs written. The seal interferes with, 
and is actually affixed hetbre the concluding words, namely, “moreover may' 
the days of your happiness always be prosperous.” ■ . , . 

161. Either of these,, would be sufficieat to tbtow discredit on a document not 

otherwise 0 |'en to suspicion, but both teken together cotople^y Mkify it. W 
Sir Charles Nspier**ivas at Hydrabad, alter the battle of 'be'heard that 

there were a great iiupiber of blank papers bearing thd ideals of ithe^iffertnt Ameers 
in the possession of their officers, whicli were kept, by them either with or without 
the permission of their masters. Sir Charles ordered 11)4Coliietof and IViqgis- 
tvate to get possession of them and, destroy them, and a great number of. these 
papers were destroyed on that occasion; and in like manner at Kyrpoor, when 
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incautioiis: ti^e vh®** have been msAi'of ^als By the Ameers?’ This 

prel*oded jetkf of to Jh^fe'witness clearly, in origin, 

a blank sealeij paper' which Shaik Ali-Hdossein cbald easily have obtained, 
and on, it have direoted rome one to write the letter, and the writer not being 
aWe to bring the inclusion of the letter within^ the inipreision of the seal, was 
obliged to conelude below, and then, to hide the ' btunder and give plausibility 
*to it, he added another line, saying,—accept the; (jompliraents of so and sO,— 
naming five oUier jnlnor, Ameers, as if they, had all been sitting toother, whereas 
each of them had his separate jaghires and eslpblishment, aiid lived separately 
from the others. 


* 1 ^' 

l.d2,» Why these letters were not subjected by the Commission to some test; 
why,not sent to the Hydrabad Collector to inquire from some of the many 
Jagheerdars and Ameers, who are living under that Collectomte, whether the 
Ameers ever addressed letters to one another with the word “ Ikhalust” on 
them, or with their seals affixed at the end of the letter itself, your memorialist 
is unable to say. HO points to it however as an additional proof of the extremely 
superficialmanner in which the Commission have investigated the case. With 
respect to the third.letter pgiduced by Meer Mahomed Hoossein, as written to 
him by his lather, Meer I^ostum Khan, ^ on the — September 1842, nothing “ after the bauto of 
could of course be more easy than for the witness to take the envelope of an old Nownahur. 
letter addressed to him by his father, and to put into it whatever he chose to 
have considered as the nature of the communication made to him, and then 
produce it before tlie Commissioners; and if the witness produced even one 
false document to the Commissioners, a whereas, in truth, he gave in two inani> ‘th»t f«i:t would 
festly forged letters, no credit can be attached to the 'tiiird; which his relationship 
to the writer would give him peculiar facility in manufacturing. " 


163. Jbis witness, Meer Mahomed Hoossein, whom your memorialist conceives 
he lias rfiown to be as devoid of principle as any of those who appeared before 
the Commission, is commended by the Commissioners for the straightforward 
manner in which his evidence was given, whilst the Honourable Mr. Willoughby, 
in the 64tli para, of his minute ou ihe-case, seemed to think himself ju'tified in 
saying, that “the documents he (Meer Mahomed Hoossein) produced are of 
themselves sufficient to satisfy the most sipptical!” 


164. But, sliutting their eyes to all antecedent circumstonces in the history of 
Sind, from the time of the battle of Nownahur up to the commencement of 
the war, the Commissioners wholly forget to inquire whether this witness, the 
son of Meer Roostum, was not iwSir C. Napier’s camp at Sukkur in December 
1842, or with Colonel Outram at Khyrpoor in January 1843, wlieii the Ameers 
or their Vakeels had been summoned to show their claims to territory, and to 
discuss tlieir right to compensation. Tliis witnessjWeeply interested in all that 
was going on, could not have been ignorant that Shaik Ali Hoossein, on behalf 
of your luemoralist, claimed the whole of the pergunnah of MatUela, both 
under the Nownahur and the Turban treaties; Mid it is altogether preposterous 
tp suppose that, petitioning the British Government as the witness repeatedly did, 
be would not long since have exposed the forgery your mcmoralist is said to have 
been guihy of; and if lie had really po.'sessed them, have prdduced the letters 
he laid before the Commissioners in corroboration of bis assertfon.A 


166. Vour memorialist has now examined all ' * Your Memorialist 6 fst quan-pllcd with Shaik Ali 
the principal iiacts supposed to iiave been proved Ho®s»ein at Hydiatwd, m Junu 1843 . Tins 

, f . . vr , : , 1 V . I WHS patched up fur a lew mmiths, and broke out. again 

before the CoiTinilSPioiiers, land to estilbhsh that he aiidm the beginning of ihe year 

had committed a forgery in the treaty of Nowna* 1845, Wheo'iSir Charles Napior returned from the Hill 
, hur. He h^ dealt with tite case on broad grounds, campaign, yuur memoriali't drove him with ignominy 

l,e hi ,,ur, H»»r.ble C».rt fbut m ^ 

iCt>n}UHS|toh haye; in tact, made ,no investigation treaiedi^ei'r Ali (iVhur in a siiiidar manner and for the 
whstevey iil|p..4|ie |rapd .imputed to your memo- 'H-kp offences. Previous to. this, Sbwk Ali Housseiiu 
riaiist. . . * ' liad been your inemuiiuliiit’s confidential servant and 

“ • ' ddviscr, and was.in piuisefision of blank sheets and 

160 TheTliaf* dditented themselves with simply oavelopes, wiih your menioiiallst’s seal on it. 

■ ' n3. ■ i F3 recording 




ae«r Ali Uofflj. 


,recordii^ a;fW' 

' 'the,p8ip^ ;|»mu^d 6y tfiese' 

•iand .c9rroborativ^‘.ptpofft.,, ’ , ' ' "' '"' 


ai'M*''''" 





l^’?;.''T^e Commissioners’Have not to. test 

refewilbce to the Gbvernmeut records ojftHe Ma^ry’t^ 

of the supposed forgery. They have' eettsequiatiy; ad<^p|bd as trastwottby;; 
evidence which the public recbi'ds will show to iW whoUy false j ami it ijii 
manifest on the fece of the rcpdrt, that; it hever occurred ^ the Cdmmissionera 
to adopt the ordinary means available to'tiller bands of jirobiog the extraofdiaary 
tale revealed to them ; and if it be adyetted to in detail, nEb more incredible 
story was ever presented to the worid tb^ that swbm to against yOnr memoralist. 
'No possible motive %an be assigned for his committing a forgery aftet the TUrban 
treaty had been, sealed, making over the districts mentioned in the supposed 
forgery to your memorialist. Tliat treaty was agreed upon, if not actually 
sealed, before Sir C. Napier’s proclamation could have been known at Dej,ee*Ka- 
Kote, probably before that proclamation had been actually issued. Again, that 
proclamation did not affect the districts in question, and therefore though 
universally assigned as the motive for the forgery, could have furnished no 
motive for it whaleS-er, and these facts are, overlooked by the Commission. Then, 
would anybody but a madman have entertained the idea, that it would be pos¬ 
sible to make a most substantial alteration in a trea1|r cliangifig the cession of a 
village into the cession of a purgunnah without being detected, ami the forgery 
denounced to the British autliorities by all the chkis who were present at the 
battle when the treaty was signed ? Is it withiu the compass of possibility that 
it should have been left for British CoinmisBionere sitting in 1850 to establish 
for llie first time the fact, that suOh a forgery had been committed ? But 
if the forgery had in fact been committed, would the leaf 6n which it was 
so clumsily perpetrated, and which it was necessary tq take otit, have been pre¬ 
served? Would the corresponding leaf on which it is said Peer Ali Goliur 
began to practice writing, have been kept also? Would this latter Ijjiif, if it 
really had come out of the Koran, have been produced and mentioned for the 
first time before the Commission, whilst the former leaf had been given to 
Sir 0. Napier in 1847, and had ever since remained in the possession of the 
British Governmeat, (wdiicli circumstance, and not any “ rubbing,” will explain 
why tlie two leaves did not correspond in size), and if Shaik Ali Hoossein and 
Peer Ali Gohur bad in truth had th^e important papers, is it probable that 
your memorialist would have driven tiiem ignominiously from his dominions, 
and have placed it in their power to carry these proofs to the British Govern¬ 
ment? But your Honourable mpst perceive, that Sbaik Ah Hoossein as 
your memorialist’s confidentiM miiikier, had his seal and ali bis papers in his 
charge. Where then is the stolen copy of the Now'nahur treaty, originally given 
to Ca[itain Brown to record ? Whore the book and other records referred to in 


Mr. .Maher’s deposition as 1) 
papers had been really stole’' 


ving been in Captain Brown’s bqx? If any such 
for your memorialist, they would have been in 
^haik Ali Hoossein’s jiossession along with your memorialist’s other papers. Why 
arc tliey not jiroduced, or why is their alisence not explained ? If the two leaves 
out ofilhe Koran were not destroyed, your Honourable Court will at least think 
it reasonable, that the original copy of the treaty and some of the other stolen 
papers should have been preserved also; but the CJommi6.<;ioner8 dq; not qppear 
to have been struck with the circumstance that your memorialist’s conftdentials 
minister should have beenhble to produce the leaf' from the Kormi. on which the 
forgery was originally committed, aud yet should not have kept, the stolen copy 
».f the treaty, or have been able to prodhce any of the other stolen records. But 
Without going further into the details of this case, which the more they are 
examined, are the more incredible, it is a remarkable foature in the late inquiry, 
and whicncaahOt'fail to strike your |iqn«ufablf CoyW^thht itothmg seems to 
have'been too for belief, and'that the Comnussidrip,^ appear to have 

been satisfied with aq^ expMuation given tiiqlm, and fher'won;i'’'td have stop^d 
short in their cross-examination. Several , instances, o^ur in; which an' inoon- 
sistency, or palpaBle folsehood in . a wit,ness’» evidence opf to him, 

and hpwever clumsily dr confu.sediy evaded or explain^^ thqnuilstipning on the 
subject immediately ceaSiad.;, Biit in Evidence a Com- “ 

mission, well prepared heforehaaa to ^neve ffiat your'ipeniforiliiist had com- 
‘ ',' mitted ' 



AinAer Ali litond.’' 


niitted die; I 


,_ ... »'br»'tiitobBr in 

to tiiie aad jtediatriousJy api^laSl^at Shaik Aii Hoossein, 

had actueJ^ opmted dk^ injunoudy against yoti'r metnoridist. It is 
repeatedly advert^ tip by ijke Sind authorities as proof almost in itsetf, and it 
no doubt had dpne its eidi wb^ on the minds of the Commissionere. Indeed, • natarally. 
the Chief OotnmMonefj Mr. Pringle, had already recorded his conviction of 
ypnr memorialist’s guilt in his memorandum of the 20th December 1840, drawn 
np for submission to the Governor-general, and had proposed tiiat the conclusion 
he had arrived at should be acted upon as an ascertained fact. This gentleman 
had, therefore, before the inquiry commenced, committed himself to a proposition 
which it is not in human nature to suppose he would readily admit, had very 
nearly, and in a most important matter, misled the Britisii Government. 


158. Your memorialist, however, confidently asserts before your Honourable 
Court, that w’hat the Honourable Mr. Willoughby speaks of as a possible case, 
namely, that tlie witnesses may have conspired to get up this charge against him 
(your memorialist) he has established to be the true case; that it bears on its face 
indubitable marks of manufacture, and whicli all the Sind records, all the 
public events in Sind tend decisively to establish, and your memarialist firmly 
believes that if tlie members of the Commission and the confirming, authorities 
had had their attention attracted to the proofs and circumstances herein referred 
to, they never would have arrived at tlic conclusion they have recorded of your 
memorialist's guilt. But what has been the result? The accomplices in this 
foul charge, influenced to act in concert with the double motive of ruining 
your memorialist, and largely profiting themselves, have been honoured and 
rewarded. 


150. Mcer Mahomed Hoossein, hitherto forbidden to live in Sind, is recom¬ 
mended by the Commissioner, Mr. Pringle on the 13th of May 1850 (just five 
days after the closing of tlie Commission) for a pension of 1,000 rupees per 
mensem, which is accordingly granted to him, with permission to resi(Je in 
Sind, and he has since been promised a jaghirc. 

160. Shaik Ali Hoossein, who gave out and fully believed that he would See also .Moon- 
receive, and who presented many petitions to have conferred on him oiie-tburtli sheu Zokirion’s 

of the country taken from your memorialist, was granted a pension of 200 rupees o7the*' 

per mensejD, and if he had lived, would probably have received higher reward, property to be 

161. Peer Ali Golmr, Towur Mull and'Mooitshee Zokiram, your memorialist stiurPupors,**^'^^^' 
has heard, and he believes that ample evidence is forthcoming of ti,ie fact, had charge against 
been promised by Shaik Ali Hoossein a share in die large reward he fully your memorialist, 
expected to receive. Peer Ali Gohur’s stipulation for reward will be found ttlso 

at page 69, Sind Papers, relating to the cliarge prefermd against your tnemo- 
ralist. Peer Ali Gohur died alino.st immediately after giving his evidence, but 
Towur Mull and Zolcirain, both ouvieted felons, working on the roads at the 
time of the inquiry, and brought from gaol to give their evidence, had the 
remainder of their respective sentences remitted to them, and received a reward 
each of l.ooo rupees. 

182. It cannot be supposed that these persons gave their evidence under 
any other impression than that if they could succeed in convicting yoiir inemo- 
rialist of forgery they would be largely rewarded, even if they did not get all 
they had stipulated for; and w'hen this circumstance is coupled with tlie enmity 
they confessedly bore towards your memorialist, and thSr unprincipled characters, 
was it not, your memorialist would ask, a mere mockery to collect their state¬ 
ments and take their pa[>er^, and then close the inquiry, saying, that your memo¬ 
rialist’s guilt had been proved ? 

163, Yonv memorialist abstains from adding to this long memorial an exami¬ 
nation of the lengtliened and elaborate ininute of the HonourableMr. Willoughby, 

■which seems to hate been made the foundation of the heavy punishment the British 
Government have inflicted on your memorialist, he^takes leave to '^sett 
before your Hbriournble Court, that this minute is mri of the Cttqfs of * gravest, 

facts, pppo.sed to weSl known public events, and unsnsfained in its; mast material 
allt^ations by any trnistwpflhy information wh^yer. The character.pf the #11010 
minute ifedeed may bb gleaned, from tfie long string of the assertiona; which the 
honourable gentleman seems to mistake for a review of the evidence in*tho 

liS. F4 * , , piesont 
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ConfiwoUon'of There j'b no attempt on Mr. Willoughby’s pajtt to analyse this 

the”TCTritorie«of or test its probability, but a Oaratiye of great length is drawn out, in 

Ameer Ali Morad. which the Honourable Member of Council introduoes just sticlt documents or 
— statements as he thinks proper, without bestowing any consideration on their 
value or trustworthiness and without any regard to evidence of an opjwsite nature; 
<u paper so drawn up is palpably deceptive, manifestly unjust to your memorialist, 
and no safe guide to the authorities. 

1C4. Bat one part of the Honourable Mr. Willoughby’s minute your memo¬ 
rialist must advert to, because whilst his doing so will remove another serious 
stain cast on him by that gentleman, it will, at the same time, exhibit another 
gross attempt ol Sliaik Ali Hoossein and Peer AH Gohur to deceive the British 
Government by a forgery, in order still farther to heap odium on vour 
memorialist. 

( 

166. The matter referred to is a treaty supposed to have been entered into 
by your memorialist with Meer Roostum on the I9th December 1842, whereby 
your memorialist engaged, in consideration of Meer Roostum abdicating the 
Turban in his favour, to make over to the sons of Meer Roostum and the sons of 
Meer Moobaruk Khan their respective jagbires, and to provide a maintenance 
for Meer Roostum himself. 


166. The existence of this treaty and the evidence 6f it, arc related iu 
paragraphs 89 to 100, inclusive, of tlie Honourable Mr. Willoughby’s minute j 
and the 99th paragraph gives that gentleman’s conclusion on the evidence. 

“ From the above it will be observed that the proof of this atrocious fraud, the 
interception in the first instance, and the suppression afterwards of the private 
treaty between Meers Roostum and Ali Mor.id, chiefly depends on the evidence 
of tlie same two persons who proved the Nownahur forgery. But it is supported 
most materially by the independent testimony of the soobahdar of police, against 
whom no charge of enmity against Ali Morad exists. It is further corroborated 
by Hie strong presumption which exists in favour of the troth of the story, from 
the absence of ali nieiition in the treaty which Ali Morad has produced, of the 
maintenance of which it is admitted he engaged when the Turban was ceded, to 
provide for Meer Roostum and his family. It may also be observed, that if the 
present charge originates in a conspiracy against his Highness by his ex-minister 
and the Peer, why should the former have gone through the farce of sending to 
Mooltan for the |>apers? Wliy should they have not fabricated the letter from 
Meer Roostum and the private treaty on the spot, and supported them by pro¬ 
ducing (which would have been easy) false evidence to prove tliat these docu¬ 
ments were iniercepted by Wwt Ali Morad. Although, therefore, as I have 
already stated, I regret that the Commissioners‘ inquiry was not extended to 
this additional charge, I see no reason for discrediting the evidence obtained by 
Mr. Pringle, and coupled with the facts proved in regard to the Nownahuir 
treaty, and referring to the impudent attempt of Ali Morad to bribe Lieutenants 
Yonnghusband and Farrington, I have no hesitation in recording my belief 
that the documents produced by Sheik Ali Hoossein are genuine, and the cliai^e . 
of haying fraudulently imposed on Sir C. Napier, and depriving Meer Roostum 
and his sons of llieir paternal estates, is fully proved.” 

3 67. Your memorialist begs to give a flat denial to the assertion of his having 
attempted to bribe Lieutenants Younghusband and Farrington; a cba^ge^ 
however, which had nothing whatever to do with the particular subject then under 
Mr. Willoughby’s consideration, namely, the genuineness of the alleged treaty 
of the 19th December 1842. But looking to the evidence which that gen¬ 
tleman had before him, it is remarkable that lie should have passed over some 
of the roost obvious considerations which would nalmally suggest themselves 
to a far less experienced person engaged in the examination of the genuine¬ 
ness of the document. This treaty was first heard of in 1847, and was then 
produced by Rhaik Ali Hoossein to Major Goldney, and forwarded by him to 
, , Captain Brown. ' 

Are Colonel 


Outrun's letter to 


Sir C. Napier, 
tiatetl Deja, 17 J&> 


nuary 1843, p. 10. 
Supp. Sind Sloe 


168. When Major Outratn visited Meer Roostum Khan at his camp in January, 
18|3, and during the several interviews that took place between the same 
oflicer and Meer Roostum, and Nusseer Khan, and their sons, at Hydrabad in 
February following, m) such treaty was ever mentioned as in existence. 


169, About 
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160. About six of tlie sons of Mcer Roostum and Meer Moobaruk (who by 
this alleged treaty wete tO have their lands back again) w'ere living at Khyrpoor 
during the years 1844,1846, 1846, 1847, and thence up to the present time, 
and although they were repeatedly petitioning the British GovernineDt, they 
never once stated that any such treaty had been entered into, and it is most 
important to bear in mind (though the Honourable Mr. Willoughby could not 
be supposed to know that fact) that Peer Ali Gohur, the writer of the pretended 
treaty, and who states that he had the draft of it with him, aiid ‘Sheik Ali 
Hoossein, who produced the original to Major Goldney, were the advisers of the 
above. Ameers in their coinplaiuts against your memorialist, and in their petitions 
for maintenance to the British Government. The witness, Meer Mahomed 
Hoossein, also the son of Meer Roostum and an exile from Sind, never adverted 

to any such treaty in his petitions. 

• 

170. Meer Roostum Khan and Meer Nusseer Khan, in their numerous letters, 
writtem in Bombay and at Sassoor, to the Government, make no allusion to 
any such treaty. 

171. The first stipulation of the alleged treaty is thus translated : 

“ 1st. That the country north of Roree, according to the proclamation, Ijclongs 
to the British.” 

172. This does riot startle the Honourable Mr. Willoughby, nor excite even 
his attention. 

I?.*!. Can it be for one moment supposed that such a sentence should find its 
way into a treaty, entered into by your memorialist with Meer Roostum Khan, 
expressly ^ as the condition on which the latter was to resign the Turban or right 
of sovereignty over this very same country to your memorialist r 

174. But the proclamation, as before pointed out, did not confiscate the country 
north of Rorec, and further, as it was dated the 18th December 1842, even 
supposing it to have been issued during that day, which it is scarcely possible 
it .should have been, considering that there were about 40 or 50 copies to be 
made first, could not have been known at Deejee-Ka-Kote on the following 
day, so as to be the first article of the pretended treaty of the 10th December 
1'842. 

175. In the next place, the alleged treaty is in a loose piece of paper, which is 
a thing unknown in Sind. Such a treaty, if it had been entered into,“must, 
according to all usage, have been written in a Koran, like the Nowiiahur and 
Turban treaties, and every other treaty or private agreement ever made betw'een 
the Ameers in Sind. No instance of a confessedly genuine treaty on a separate 
piece of paper can be referred to. 

176. But the paper itself is manifestly an envelope with a blank seal on it. 
The corners arc rounded, as is usual with the Sind envelopes, and the seal is 
placed just where it should be on an envelope, and as the pretejided treaty is 
written the seal is brought into quite the wrong place, and the paper hears old 
marks of folding, in a manner which would show it to he, and to bring the seal 
exactly where it should come, as an envelope. Folded lengthwise and across 
the old fold-marks, makes it a letter with ihc seal itjsido, and in that manner it 
was originally forwarded by Major Goldney to Captain‘Brown in 1847, to whom 
it was immediately pointed out tiiat the so-called treaty was evidently an old 
envelope with a blank seal on it, and Captain Brown must have made an entry 
to this effect in Ids Digest, if it were referred to, and the alleged treaty never 
was, from that time, regarded as authentic. 

177. It may appear to over labour this subject to say more on it, but both Sabi 
Ali and Zokiram depose, that this treaty was sent by Meer Roostum by a 
cossid to Sir Charles Napier. Every person in Sind will know that this was not 
the mode adopted by the Ameers of communicating with the British authorities. 
All letters were sent by confidential vakeels, and it would have b<%n consid|rcd 
highly discourteous, if not a positive insult, to send- a letter to the chief authority 
in Sind by a cossid. But the original document, and not a copy, is said to 

118 . G ha\e 
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i\ipers on the ^Pen entrusted to a messenger of this description. A statement which 

ConfUcatiou of requires no comment. 

the Tei'rilories of 

Ameer Ali Morail .\Jvertirig once more to the Nownalmr treaty, your memorialist, in the 

early jtart of tiiis memorial, has denied that, to his knowledge or belief, the 
treaty ttver was altered from what it originally was, and to this statement he 
fully adheres; but lie j)iirposely adds the above qualification, because it is quite 
within tlio copijKtss of possibility, and in harmony with tlie character of Sheik 
Ali Hoosseiti, and the eoiumon occurrences at the courts of Oriental princes, that 
when that persoti saw that his connexion with your raera'trialist must soon ter¬ 
minate, Ik- may hav<‘ determined to arm himself with and have planned with 
Peer Ali (iohur, the nutans of preserving a hold aver, and, if necessary, of revenging 
himself on his former sovereign and master. Your memorialist has just pointed 
out ojie clear and niiiiiifi-st forgery, which has deceived the Honourable Mr. Wil¬ 
loughby, but no one else; and if the charge against your memorialist is, as 
he has show n, the result of a foul conspiracy, the foundation of that conspiracy 
may have been laid whilst Sheik Ali Iloossoiii w'as in your memorialist’s service, 
ami had access to all his papers and documents. It may well he understood by 
your Honourahle Court, that, according to the habits of an Oriental court, your 
mernoriali.st would not know or recollect the language .and minor details of the 
various documents prejiared by his orders, or adyised and sobmilted to him by 
his confidential servants. Their language is not his language; nor, in the due 
course of tilings, would it happen that, so long as they enjoyed his confidence, he 
would give much ixTsoiial attention m the details of correspoiidciici;, or even of 
treaties. It is, therefore, quite possiiile that the Nowriahur treaty, as originally 
frmned, mentioned* the pergunnah of Mathela only; and the letter written for 
your memorialist by Shaik Ali Hoossein, addressed to SirC. Napier, and roceivmd 
Uy Ids Excellency on the 24th January 1843, appears to corroborate this impres¬ 
sion ; and if tbe pergimnali of Matbela only appeared in the original treaty, 
there never could have ^cen any necessity to add to the language' of the ti caty, 
as that letter itself ^hosvs; whilst, on the other hand, if prior to wridiig that 
letter it had been felt by your memorialist's advisers (as the whole case brought 
against him assumes), that it was necessary to import the words Mec'rpoi'e and 
Mehurkee into the treaty ; .and if an alteration had been attempted for tbi' pur¬ 
pose in December 1842, it would have been equall}'^ necessary to meutiou these 
districts in tlie letter itself; and it may safely be said, that they would have been 
mentioned in that document, Now when Shaik Ali Hoo.ssein had ali vour 
memorialist’s duftiirs in his cliurge, ii is certainly po3.sible that laying a plan 
for tbe future control of your momorialist, he may liave extracted the icif pi'o^ 
diieed by him, and may have sutv* »tutcd another with the three tujtpa^ cotn- 
})riscd in the district of JMattjeht distinctly named; and to give a colour to 
tbi,s, that he may liuve purposely made, an erasure in tbe word “ Bu Mnrzee," 
and a clumsy atliuiipt to alter it into Mehurkee, there! being in Iriitli, and 
in fact, lie necessity nor moti||^ for the alteration beyond what may have 
influenced him ; and it is a remarkable circumstance, that in the copy treaty 
produced by 'J’owur Mull and which he repn'sents to he a copy made two days 
after the original treaty was signed, that the word “deli” or village, seems ti> have 
been originally written “pergunnah.” The Commissioners make the following 
remark on it:— 


Sind Paju rs, 
charpi' apiiinst 
Ali Morad, p. n i, 


“ This copy also contmnS ‘ the village Mathela,’ instead of ‘ the pergunnah 
Mathela, Meerpoor, Mehurkee;’ but there is an apparent erasure whci'c the 
words ‘the village Mathela’ occur, and it has much the appearance of liaving 
iieen written originally ‘pergunnah Mathela,’ and afterwards altered into ‘dcu 
Mathela,* ‘or tiie village of Mathela.’” 


» WiicH, 17 , 0 . Where* 'fowur Mali obtained this copy, your memorialist is unable lo 

say ; but it may have been (on the hypothesis aliove adverted to) a true copy ot 
the tri'aty as originally drawn tip, and now, by erasure, turned to account against 
your uicinorialist.. 

180. Lastly, j our memorialist understands that there is now on the records of 
the Bomb.'iy (lovernment a statement said to have been made by Shaik Ali 
iHoosseiii <m his dca.ih-bed in Bombay, in which that person confes^ that the 

charge 
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chaise }i€ had preferred against your memorialist was altogether false, and that 
he Jiajil begun to plan the case witli Peer Ali Gohur in 184 t. 

181. They were both expelled from your memorialist’s territory in the early 
part of the year 1845. 

182. One other documont now remains for your memorialist to notice. It is a 
paper lu aded “ No. 00, Recollections,” was drawn up by Lieutenant-general Sir 
Cliailcs Napier at Simla on the 21st September 1849, and forwarded to Mr, 
Pringle (see Sind Papers relating to the charge preferred against your memo¬ 
rialist, pages 60 and 61). 

183. The second para, of this paper is as follows:— 

“ M Jien I gave Ali Mopd what he claimed (viz. Meerpon* Martella, I think) 
us having been made over to him in the Koran by Mccir Boostnrn, I was pretty 
well aware that he had no right to the district, which was rich, and that he had 
only a riglit to the village, which was an afl'air, as he told mo himself, on the 
march to Emamghur, trifling in amount, lie told me it was ‘ too small to 
take ov('r’ well. When we came afterwards to .settle our accounts and boun¬ 
daries, he claimed the di.strict, worth some 40,090 rupees annually. He produced 
the Koran, and in a leaf of it was written tlial this district he ri'ceived on the 
field of battle (1 forget the name, but it was fought near Roree in the end of 
18-12). 1 was aware of the trick he was playing but bad no proof. 1, how¬ 

ever, was on the kaik-out, and just before I left Knrraclu;e, I discjovercd the 
forgery he had eoiniuitted. ,'inri made over the proofs to Mr. Pringle, or at least 
1 gave them to ('aptaiii IJrown, Secretary.” 

181. It will be clear to your Honourable Court, that his Rxcelloncy’s rcTol- 
lec'tiou bad fjuile deceived him. How would it be possible for your nwmorialisl!, 
on the one band, to be claiming a rich district, anil tbeii to bo acknowledging 
to the chief antiiorit.y in Sind that be was only entitled to a village, and how 
again, making .sncli assertion, could your memorialist have jirodueed the Koran, 
with the (iistiict ceded to liirn instead of the village ; and what difficulty could 
his E.xcellency iiav(> felt, fi om want of proof, in refusing voiir inemorjalist s 
elaiiii after his adinissioii, tiiat he was only onlifled to “ a ville.ge’" ? But again, 
if Sir (..'liaiJes Najiier's nieinoiy hud been aeciirati* on ibis point, be bad jiroof 
ready at band Iiy asking the other AnieiTS--flic ino.-t natural persons to ajiply 
to to learn vvlml they iiad ceded. The niarcii to Eniamehur, referred to i»y his 
Lxeellency, was in tlie early p.art of January 1843. Major Oiitr.'irn joined his 
Exceliency tliere, and rheii wimt to Kiiyrpoor to meet the ot.lier .\ineers and 
theii' vakeels, and addressed therefrom tlu; two letters to Sir Charles Napier 
before (piotcd. But the whole of the public corresponih nce clearly establi.-lies 
that, at this period, not a whis|icr of a forgery liad arisen on any side. 

18.‘). But the sixth para, of his E.\cellency,^ir Charles Najiier’s Recollections 
is more accurate, a jtart of wldeli is as follows :— 

“The territorial exchange was prevented by the simjile fact that 1 could 
exe cute it but under treaty ; either Government did not ajiprove of the tre.ilv, 
and meant to alter it, which would havo jirodueed inevitable confusion and 
interminable trouble, or else the Government ajijiroved, and were called iijion to 
sign it. Why this was not dono is for Sir Prederick Currie to say. The whole 
<lelay lays at his door, and Lord llardiugc told me at* Lidiore, that lie had no 
ohjectioii to the treaiv, and had ordered it. All is Sir Frederick Currie’s I’auit, 
I believe. I think Ali Morad has been ill-used by the Government, and faith 
broken with him in regard to tin; forts. He gave up Shahgur, &c. at Lord 
Ellenhorough’s command to the Jussulmere man with a po.sitive and distinel, 
promise of payment, which was never fulfilled. If he tried to cheat us, vie did 
cheat him.” 

18(5. For the forts of Shahghur, Sirdarghur, and Giirseya, and the lands 
attached thereto, your memorialist was promised a money compensation of 
4,17,000 rupees. It was at the same time arranged, that, besides this sum 
land should be made over to your memorialist by Governvtent* of a value, 
exceeding it by one-third. No part of this compensation, either in land or money, 
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has ever beeri given to your memorialist (see the Memorandum prepared in the 
Foreign Office of the Government of India; Sind Papers relating to die charge 
preferred against your memorialist, pages 126,127). 

187. Again, your memorialist was never put into possession of or compensated 
for the 9-28th share of Shikarpore, mentioned in the first article of the draft treaty 
referred to in the sixth paragraph of Sir Charles Napier’s Recollections, and which 
was never,confiscated, and yet has always been in the possession of the British 
Government; 'the value of this share being 1,03,000 rupees annually. In like 
manner your memorialist’s own hereditary share of Shikarpoor of the annual 
value of 28,360 rupees, {see Table, at page 445, Sind Blue Book) has never been 
made over to liim, imd has, ever since the events of 1843, been in the hands 
of the British Government. If, therefore, it had been really true that your 
memorialist had committed the supposed for^ry in die Nownahur treaty, and 
therel^ deprived the British Government of the districts of Mathela, Meerpoor, 
and Mehurkee, still the British Government have themselves been in possession 
of, and have ordered your memorialist to part with to the Rajah of Jessulmere, 
districts of equal value, iind without anv pretence or colour of right whatever 
over the same. 

188. The records of the Indian Government are full of testimony borne at 
difierent times by the different British officers in Sind, to tfie friendshif) which 
your memorialist has at all times evinced towards tlie British Government, 
and to the services which he has from time to time rendered to them, wlien otlier 
members of the Talpoor family were liostile. and intriguing against. British 
interests. Your memorialist confidently refers to the letters to Sir lienrj' 
l^ottinger and Sir Alexander Biirncs, in confirmation of this assertion. 

*189. His Excellency, Sir Charles Napier, in his memorandum of recollections 
of conversations and circumstances, which will be found, at page 112, of the 
Supplementary Blue B'.iok, alludes to the general oj)inion entertained of your 
memorialist, in the following terms:—“ Imbued by Major Outram with a good 
opinion of Ali Morad, of w hom all the English with whom 1 conversed at Sukkur 
held the same opinion,” &c., page 114. And your memorialist denies that he 
has justly forfeited that opinion. 

He therefore prays tliat your Honourable Court will be pleased to re¬ 
consider the iproceedinga of tlie Commission appointed to inquire into 
the charge of forgery preferred against your memorialist, and ii neces¬ 
sary to cause the authorities in Sind to examine into and report on 
the evidence collected t>y tL- Commission] in connection with the obser¬ 
vations and records refeiTcd to in this memorial; and if, as your memo¬ 
rialist believes will be the case, your Honourable Court shall be satisfied 
that the Commissioners and the authorities in India have been misled 
into giving credence to cvy|nce utterly false in itself, and framed in con¬ 
spiracy, to affect your m%iorialist’s ruin, tlicn that your Honourable 
Court will, in common justice to your memorialist, be pleased publicly 
to remove the dishonourable stain wliicli now attaches to his character, 
and annul the whole of the proceedings of the Governor-general, founded 
on his supposed guilt. 

And your mcmqrialist, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Khyrpore, 10 October 1863. 


Seal ofH. H. 
Meer Ali Morad. 
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Minutb _ ight Honourable the Governor, concurred in by the Honoui-able 
Mr. Blane and the Honourable Mr. Warden. 

A copv of this memorial should be sent to the Government of India, with an 
intimation that unless otherwise instructed, we purpose to transmit it to the 
honourable Court of Directors, merely referring them to the former pro¬ 
ceedings. 

(signed) Falkland. 

D. A. Blane. 

J. Warden. 

31 October 1853. 
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No. 148 of 1853.—Secret Department. 

Office No. 338. 

Letteh from A. Mulct, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 

C. Allen, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Govenimcnt of India, Fort 

William. 

Sir, 

In continuation of the Government letter, No. 7fl, dated the 11th June last, 

1 am directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit to 
you, for submission to the most Noble the Governor-General of India in 
Council, copy of a lottci’, with accompaniments, from the Commissioner in Sind,, 
dated the 24th ultimo, No. 41(1, forwarding a memorial, in original, from his 
Hi ghness Meer Ali Morad, to the address of the Honourable tlie Couri of 
Dircetors. 

2. The memorial having been printed at the Bombay Gazette office, one of 
the printed copies is herewith forwarded instead ctf a manuscript, and I am 
desired to state that, unless otherwise instructed, his Lordship in Council pur¬ 
poses to transmit this original memorial to the Honourable Court, merely 
referring them to the former proceedings. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A. Malel, 

Bombay Castle, 10 November 1853. Chief Secretary. 


No 163 of 1853.— Secret^^epartment. 

Office No. 368. 

Memorandum. 

With reference to the letter from this department to the address of the Offici¬ 
ating Secretary to the Government of India, dated the lOtli ultimo. No. 149, 
the Chief Secretary has the honour to inform Mr. Allen,’that on comparing the 
printed copy of the memorial from his Highness Meer Ali Morad to the Honour¬ 
able the Court of Directors, with the manuscript forwarded to Government, 
some differences have been discovered. A second printed copy, with these 
■differences noted in the margin thereof, is tiicrefore transmitted "for submission 
to the most Noble the Governor-General of India m Council. 

(signed) A. Malet, 

Bombay Castle, 1 December 1863. , Cliief Secretary. 



PlPESS KELATTNG TO AMEER AiLI MORAO- 

No. 467 of 18S8.—‘Secret Oepartmeat. 

AmeerAKMorad, Letter from jB, H. Ellis. Esq., Assistant Commissioner in Charge, Sind, 
to the Right Honourable Lord Viscorait Eaihland, Gotemer and President in 
Council, Bombay. 

My .Lord, 

With reference to the letter noted in the. margin,* I have the honour to 
forward transcript of remarks, with which Major Jacob, Political Superintendent 
on the frontier, has favoured the Commissioner, on the memorial of his High^ 
ness Mcur Ali Morad Khan, addressed to the High Court of Directors. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) B. H. Ellis,' 
Assistant Commissioner in Charge, Sind. 
Commissioner’s Office, Kurrachee, 

19 November 1853. 
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Remarks by Major Jacob, c. b., on a Memorial by his Highness Meer Ali 
Morad Klian Talpoor, late Rais of Upper Sind, 1853. 

Page 7, paragraph 11.—The Meer here confesses the forgery, in fact, though 
he asserts that it was no concern of tiie British; thus, certain territories were 
ceded to Ali Morad by the treaty of Nownahur on the 15th September 1842. 

Yet, as the treaty now stands (fraudulently altered), the very lands tlien ceded 
are'again ceded to Ali \Iorad, with the Turban, on the 20th December 1842. 

Is it not evident, even from the Meer’s argument, that the entry of thesf 
lands in the first treaty was a fraudulent alteration made after the British 
conquest ? ^ 

Page 11, paragraph 1!>. — Meer Moobaruk’s sons were not plundering or 
disturbing the country. Titey wished to reside quielly on their own lands, which 
Ali Morad had wrongfully takim possession of. These lands were not jageers of 
Ali iMorad’s rebellious subjects, but the paternal hereditary doniinious of the 
Meers, which were theirs by the same tenure as that by which Ali Morad helil 
Ills ow 11 hereditary domini-v s, These were not the lands of the Rais, and did 
not fall to Ali Morad with the i urban. When Ali Morad became Rais, these 
.'\nieers and their lands were no more subject to Ali Morad than he himself 
and Ids lauds had been formerly to Meer Roo^uui. 

If Meer Roostum, his family and connexions, forfeited their lauds and 
sovereignty, it was as enemies'Miiaking war on the British, to whom thus the 
forfeits would fall. The turban lands had already been ceded to Ali Morad. 
and were in his possession. 

I5ui, in truth, the most eiionnous fraud and treachery were practised iu these 
matters. The conduct of Meer Roostum iu the first place, and of the lesser 
Meers of Upjier Sind afterwards, appear to have been continually and grossl}' 
misrepresented by Ali Morad to the British authorities. The result of these 
misrepresentations was' the nominal resignation, but real deposition, of Meer 
Roostum from his sovereignty of Upper Sind, and the expulsion, even from 
their particular temtories and estates, of his relations and adhermits. 

Page 17, paragraph 24, Art. II.—His Highness Ali Morad Khan could only 
be acknowledged as Rais and successor to all the lands which were held by Meer 
Roostum Khan. As Rais with the Turban, Ali Morad acquired no right to any 
territories but those belonging to the turban; but he took possession of all, 
private and public, and was apparently allowed to do so by SirC. Nepier, who 
seems to have had confused ideas of the matter. 

If tlie resignation of Meer Roostum had been real and valid, the turban lands 

would 
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would have been iustly Ali Morad’s; but the rights of the individual Ameers, 
including Maer flosstafn himself, would not thereby have been affected in 
the least. They were still sovereigns of their own hereditarj’^ dominions. Ali 
Morad caused them to be expelled from these by causing it to be believed that 
they were carrying on hostilities, “ plundering and disturbing the country,” 
But in that case, the forfeiture clearly should fall to the British, whoso enemies 
they were supposed to be, and not to Ali Morad. The latter, however, took 
possession of all; and having first contrived to deceive the British autlioriiies 
as to the real circumstances of the case, and to conceal the fact that the lesser 
Meers of Upper Sind had the same rights to their hereditary dominions as Ali 
Morad had to his, although in this memorial Ali Morad calls their lauds 
“jagheers,” which they never were. 

Page 19, paragraph 28.—To keep up this deception consistently, Ali Morad 
calls his own hereditary territory “ jagheer;” yet he confessedly made war on 
Meer Roostum, the Rais, before any rupture with the British had occurred ; and 
thus, according to his own words (page 11), incurred forfeiture of all his lands 
for rebellion against bis lawful prince. 

Page 22, paragraph 38. —It is almost impossible that any but accomplices in 
the crime could be witnesses in such a case as this. Reputable persons could 
have no concern in, and would be most unlikely to have any knowledge of, 
such proceedings. Tlie Meer, in committiug a crime, was of course associated 
with criminals. 

Page 20, phragraph 40. —The Commissioners did not lay any stress on tlie 
proclamation of Sir C. Napier. The forgery seemed to them equally fraudulent 
and criminal, at whatever time made. It was clear that the forgery was com¬ 
mitted, and the lands referred to obtained by its means. 

Page 64, paragraph 88.— It sliould be remembered that Meer Ali Morad, with 
numerous advisers, was always present when witnesses were examined before 
the Commissioner. The Meer had, therefore, the fullest opportunity of asking 
any questions he chose; he did frequently cross-examine the witnesses himself, 
wherefore his remark now about the Commissioner, not thinking proper to put 
certain questions, is futile. 

The stealing of Captain Brown’s box by the Moonshee Moheeooddcen funned 
most important circumstantial evidence. The circumstances are proved by 
evidence totally independent of Sliaik Ali Iloossein and his accomplices, and 
are such as the conspirators could neviT have invented. 

Paragraph 89. —The Meer knows well, and knew then, having been at some 
pains and cost to ascertain the fact, that the only copy of the original treaty 
in the hands of the British authorities, was the one in Captain Brown’s box. 
When this was stolen Captain Brown had to apply to Ali Morad and his minister 
for anotlicT (there seems to have been no sort of suspicion at that time that the 
Meer was in any way concerned in the abstraction of the original p^er),when, 
of course, a copy of the fraudulently altered treaty was furnished. This matter 
does not rest on the words of Shaik xVlt Iloossein, or Peer Ali Gowar, but on 
evidence totally independent of them and beyond their control. This second 
copy of the altered treaty is probably now in the possession of the Britisli 
authorities, and the circumstances attending it on record in the Commissioners’ 
office. 

I, myself, well remember the fact of the box having been stolen in March 1843, 
and that Captain Brown informed me at the time that this treaty with other 
Persian papers, formed part of its contents. The Moonshee Moheeooddeen bad 
been my regiraentail moonshee, and was entertained by the Political Agent on 
my recommendatioitv 

When the nian was imprisoned by Captain Brown for stealing the box. 
Captain Brown jocularly accused me of being the cause of the theft, by recom¬ 
mending a rascal to them. He then informed me of what had occurred as 
above-mentioned, but neither Captain Brown or ary one else Appeared, at 
that time, to suspect' the particular object of the theft. 

Page 69, paragraph 06. —Towar Mull, Moonshee Moheeooddeen, &c., if in the 
pay of Shaikh Ali Hoossein and Meer Ali Morad, as it seems they were, would 
jaaturally have acted as they are stated to have dtHoe. 

il8. G 4 Page 
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fBpcrs on ti»e Page 64, paragraph 107.*—To the beat of my reeollwtfen tiie theft of the box 
^{tjj pppy Qf jjjp treaty, &c., occurred in the month of March 1848. The copy 
AmonfAtiMoMd ®®ot Captain Brown to replace the one then lost would, therefore, most likely 
be dated in April 1843, as this one is. 

Page 67, paragraph 109.—- The whole of this is a misstatement; Captain 
Brown forgot nothing about the copy of the treaty, and the story of the loss 
of the papers was not “ got op ” after Captain Brown’s death, but was heard by 
me in 1843.. 

It seems useless to remark on the rest of the memorial of his Highness, Meer 
Ali Morad. 

It is all weakness and falsehood throughout. The only part of it which is 
even plausible or worth consideration for a moment, is the misstatement re* 
garding Captain Brown’s box of papers. 

Of my own personal knowledge I can state that the Meer’s assertions and 
arraments on this head are groundless. 

Tlie assertion, page 97, paragraph 158. is grossly and manifestly untrue—“ the 
few persons of worthless character *if Meer Ali Morad include Meer Mahomed 
Hussein, the eldest son of Meer Roostum, a man by birth and character immea¬ 
surably superior to Meer Ali Morad himself. 

(Tnic copy.) 

(signed) B. H. Ellis, 

Assistant Commissionet^ Charge. 


Minote by the Right Honourable the Governor, concurred in by the 
Honourable Mr. Blane, and the Honourable Mr. Warden. 

We may intimate to the most Noble the Governor-general, that these remarks 
from Major Jacob were not invited by Government, but that we do not think it 
right to withhold them from the Government of India. 

(signed) Falkland. 

D. A. Blajxe, 

J. Warden. 

^ December 1853. 


(Office No. 373.) 

No. 165 of 1853.—-Secret Department. 

Letteh from A. Malet, Esquire, Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 
to C. Allen, Esquire, Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Fort 
William. 

Shr, 

With reference to my letter. No. 149, dated the lOth ultimo, I am directed 
by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to transmit to you, for 
submission to the most Noble the Governor-general of India in Council, copy of 
a communication from the Assistant Commissioner in Sind in charge, dated the 
j,9th idem, No. 467, submitting a transcript of remarks by Major J. Jacob, 
Political Superintendent on the Frontier of Upper Sind, on the memorial of his 
Highness Meer Ali Morad to the address of the Honourable the Court of Directors, 

2. I am at the same time to intimate that the remarks from Major Jacob were 
not invited by Government, but that his Lordship in CouimU does not think it 
right to withhold them from the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) A, MaUt, 

Bombiiy Castle, 7 December 1853. Chief Secretary. 
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. '^;v ' Defi^lotr '.s r"- ''■ 

LKn^^ k6m Ji ‘P> Mrii^\ Esqairfe, Officiating to the Gofertjment ABte»A«M((»4 

ofiticlie, to Esquire, Chief Secretary ^ Goyerament, Bombay. - , - 

„sir,' "^.' ,. ' '"'.''''Z..'"•' 

I HAVB the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch dated the lOth 
nltimo. No. 149, forwarding a printed memorial from his Highne® Meet Ali 
Morad to the address of the Honourable the Court pf Directors, and intimating 
that, unless otherwise instructed, the original memorial will be transnii^d to 
the Honourable Court, merely referring them to the former proceedings. 

3 . In reply, I am directed to acquaint yonj that the Governor-general 
in Council approves of the course proposed by the Right honourable the 
Governor in Council. His Lordship in Council is of opinion, that it is not 
necessary to say anything more on the subject, unless the Honourable Court 

calls for it. ' . , 

I have, &c. 


Fort William, 

2 December 1853. 


* Officiating 


(signed) J. P. Grant, 

«cretary to the Gov' of India. 


MiNin-E by the Right Honourable the Governor, concurred in by the 
Honourable Mr. Plane, and the Honourable Mr. Warden. 

The memorial should be forwarded accordingly. „ „ , , 

(sigired) Falkland, 

a. A. Plane, 

13 December 1863. fP^^rden. 


No. 414 of 1853.—Secret Department. 


Letter from A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Bombay, to 
H. P. E. Frere, Esq., Commissioner in Sind. 


I AM directed by the Right honourable the Governor in Council to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of your letter, No. 416, dated the 24th October last, and to 
inform you that tiic memorial from bis Highness Meer Ah Morad to the 
address of the • Honourable the Court of Directors therewith forwarded, will be 
transmitted to tliat authority by the overland mail of the 28th instant. 


Bombay Castle, 
24 December 1863. 


I have, &c. . 

(signed) A. Malet, 

Chief Secretary. 


(True Extract.) 


* A. Malet, 

Chief Secretary- 
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Exoravoim ofTsBstTOBY between Meer Ali Morad and the Goremment of Bombay. 


Lands to be given up by the Meer AK Morad. 

Lands to be given up by Govemmjnt. 

Land west of the Indus, shaded 
in Indian ink on the map - 

Kundeeara Estate - ■ ■ 

lU. a, p. 

81,538 a - 

8,718 S 4 

Part of the pargunnah of 
Ludda GWun, inmnding the 
share in Kbyrpoor amount¬ 
ing to - 12,632 12 7 

Es^ a* p. 

4' ' 

Meerampoor Buburloo • ' -1 

Peer Subra - - - - > 

Ch^ra • * - ■ 

Oobree • - - , - 

Kohera . . . - 

Chorr - - - . - 

4,102 - - 

1,387 - - 

8,758 1 - 

376 - - 

and a email 
balance of 123 11 e 

Merwa Canal, south of Arara, 
stated at the value of Jts. 6,800, 
but given as equivalent for - 

A comer of the Bambruke 
Tuppa equivalent to Chorr - 

46,746 11 4 

c 

8,768 1 - 

376 - - 


40,978 12 4 


49,878 12 4 
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RETURN to an Order of the Houourabie The House of Commons, 
dated 5 June lio"} i—ifor. 


COPIES “ of a Despatch from the Court of Directors to the Governor iu . 
Council at Madras, on the Revision of the Assessment In South Arcot 

“ Of Dispatch from the Court of Directors^ to the'|Jovcrnor-Gencral of India 
in Council, on the Proceedings in connexion v^ith the Meriah Agency in 
Ganjcm and Orissa 

“ Of Despatch from the same to tljc same, on the Abolition of the Moturplia 
and Veesabuddy Taxes at Madras * 

“ ®f Despatch from the game to the same, on the Hyderabad Assigned 

V- . . .. ^ 

Districts: ‘ 

“ And, of Three Despatches from the same to*the same, in the Public Works 
Department, on the Budgets for 1855-66 and 1866-67.” 


East India House,'} 
2 June 1857. J 


JAMES C. MELVILL. 


(Jhlr. Seymour.) 


Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
8 J«Kei 857 . 
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Letter from Court of Directors to Government of India ; dated 9 July (No. 1C) 1860 

Letter fiom Court of Directors to Government of In(\)a ; dated 17 April (No. 8) 1857 - 

Letter from Ciourt of Dii' etors to Government of Indio; dated 17 April (No. 0) 1857 - 


Eiist India House,) 
2 June 1857. J 


J. S. Mill, 

Examiner of India Correspondence. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO EAST INDIA AFFAIRS 


Revenue Department, 18 July (No. 11) 


Our Governor iu Council at Fort St. George. 

f 

Revision of the Assessment of South Arcol, S^c. 


Para. 1. The letters noted in the margin* report to us the measures now in 
progress for revising the assessment of the district of South Arcot,, 

2. The two southern talooks, Manargoody and Chellurabrum, the small 
talook of Cuddalore, and some extensive jaghires which have reverted to Govern- 
m^pt, liavc never been subjected to a .regular survey and assessment. The 
other ten (Hooloos) talooks, have been regularly surveyed, and the records ane 

^considered to be sufficiently accurate and complele to render a repetition of thht 
operation unnecessary for the due revision of the assessment. 

3. The arrangements proposed by you for the survey of the southern talooks 
appear judicious, and we doubt not that they will be efficiently carried out by 
Captain Priestley, whose services you are'fortunatcly enabled to avail yourselves 
of at this juncture. The measures for organizing additional survey parties which 
Lave been entrusted to that officer will, it is hoped, greatly expedite the progress 
of the work, anti will enable you at no distant period to commenco proceedings 
in other districts where similar operations are urgently required. 

4. We observe that you have agreed with the Board of Revenue in approving 
Captain Priestley’s recommendation that “where several small fields come 
together, constituting an area not exceeding one acre in irrigated, and two acres 
iu unirrigated land, they may be surveyed by his ameens in one, noticing however 
iu the register the particulars of each small included field as per curnum’s 
account.” In other words, “ the proposal is, that the total area of a few small 
fields should be plotted in the usual manner, but the component fields plotted 
within the scale by dotted lines, according to the measurement shown in the 
village accounts.” 

5. The Board explain that this arrangement has reference only to the pro¬ 
fessional survey, and -they postpone coming to any decision on the subject of 
fixing a “ minimum in a revenue point of view.” 


C. In the passage quoted in the margin,! the Board refer to the practice in 
this resjjcct under the Bombay Presidency, and, although they have corcectly 
slated the limitation of size in regard to survey fields, we believer that they are 
in error in supposing that any minimum “in a revenue point of view” was 
fixed for fields actually occupied by ryots, although the tendency of Die rules is 
avowedly to favour the aggregation of the small fields, and to discourage the 
subdivision of those larger fields, which at thft time of the survey constituted one 


holding.! 


7. With 


•Letter, dated 1 Nov«aiber (No. 76) 1868 ; Letter, dated 17 October (No. 66) 1864; Letter, 
dated 6 Deoember (No. 7S} 1864. 

t Para. 28. “ inconvenience of encli minute field* was iound so great in Bomb^, that they 
actually fixed a limit to lioldi&g*, both in tbe revenac a* wed a* * aurvey view. They would 
rocogniee no field lee* than what a single pair of bullook* obuld Cultivate—(Bbmhay Paper*, 
page 4, para. )6, and Rule 1)—«. e. the minimum sire- for unirrigated fields was fixed at 12 acres, 
and for rice lands 4. Garden land, it appears from the maps,-might b* much less.” 

t Set Rule 7, at page 6, and Rules 6 to 0, at page 21 of Bombay printed papers, on tlw system of 
Revenue Survey and AsseSsmefit.. • ' 
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7. With regard to the question of eoMi^tilig^^ptail^''PlfliM^<Sy^*sd^JWrtten8 
with the grand trigonometrical survey^ which ybai^v® for 

in the negative, as being likely to lead to delay and addittonBi''oxpcniwiJ5iW'ithont 
adding to the value of the work for revenue purposes, we think that* it would 
l)e well to consult the Surveyor-general of India before finally disj^sing the 
subject. • 

8. We shall endeavour to meet your wishes to be provided with the services 
of a peraon acquainted with geology and agricultural chemistry, to be attached 
to the survey, for the purpose of reporting on the soils and mineiaj productions 
of tlie districts undergoing that operation, and of collecting specimens of both, 
one set to be preserved in each district, and another set forwarded for deposit in 

• the Museum of Economic Geolojiy at Madras. 

9. With regard to the teq IIooloos talooks of South Arcot, it is observed by 
the Board of Revenue, that although from the year 1820, representations have 
been made by various Collectors as to the necessity of lowering the assessment, 
no decided measures have ever been taken to afford relief to*tlie ryots. 

10. The arrangements now proposed by the Collector, and sanctioned by your 
Government, are to be ba«ed on the existing survey classification of the lands, 
correction being applied to errors and frauds where they may, in the course of 
the revision, be ascertained to exist. 

♦ 

11. These remedial raeasur^ are summed up by the Board as follows 

“ Nunjah: 1st. To introduce a general single crop teerwah for all uunjah lands,* 
an additional 50 per cent, being imposed when a second crop is raised by the aid 
of circar water. • 

“ 2d. To reduce the nunjah assessment 20 per cent, on the whole, as the 
lowest rate, ^hicli will have a sensible effect on the cultivation, the amount of 
reduction in individual eases being dependent on circumstances. 

“ Poonjah. 3d. To strike off the second crop teerwah, which was included in 
calculating the produce of some of the lands, and to fix the circar .share at 33 
instead of 50 per cent, of the gross produce; the reduction in individual cases 
varying acc'ording to circumstances, as in the case of the nunjah fields. 

“ Totacal. 4th. To abolish the distinction of totacal, and to bring the lands 
under the head of [>() 0 lijah, placing those that have wells in the first tarum, and 
the others in those classes which will make them correspond with poonjah fields 
of similar soil and fertility.” 

12. We shall notice these y-f<4*osed measures seriatim. 

13. This rule* has been so fsdr modified as to limit the imposition of the addi¬ 
tional assessment to those nunjah lands only, which now stand on the register 
as “ two crop,” or ” doubtful two crop,” lands, leaving the rest of the nunjah 
cultivation subject only to the single assessment. We approve of this relaxation, 
hut the question has been raised, whether it would not be expedient to extend 
it to all the uunjah lands without exception. The Board of Revepue observe, 
that the question is one requiring great consideration, both on account of the 
large amount of revenue involved in it, and the various forms in which a second 
crop is now* taxed in the ditferent districts. They admit that the system is 
unavoidably acc<jmpauied with some fiscal disadvantages, such as postponing and 
complicating the annual settlements, and rendering it necessary for the lands 
of the ryots to be continually scrutinized. The Board .solicit that the revision 
of the South Arcot assessment may be allowed to proceed on the principle of 
levying an additional cess for a second crop, and they propose in the meantime 
to take the gentfral question into their consideration. 

14. To ibis suggestion you have acceded, with the proviso, that the consider¬ 
ation of the subject shall not be deferred to an indefinite period, but that it 
shall he recurred to at an early opportunity. If the question shall not have been 
already settled, we desire that it may betaken into immediate consideration, and 
the result reported to us. 

» 16 . When 


• “To introduce u gem 4 «l 'singl« crop fsortwih for all autyoh .fond*, wi addlttoiiial fiO|»er eent. 
being imposed when a second crop is raised by the aid of eiroiir water.” 



pipi ^ ■’ :■!T:'''|s' 

’(Ql.ttletmaitt objects to'|iyfi!j^|^ed^iovtte'-*^vi8iion;,a^\l^^ 
]}roimm<»ix<b£> 3 ^o^^ Y!b|ir$fuei6V8tem is the of a hxM assessment on 

the land# wWi n ^view t^ihSa reduction within |Se sinaUest oracticable limits, of the 
inte^isence of the*'native servant^ with the dp^atione of the cultivators. If the 
lands of a village have to be annually Bcrutiriteed with the view of ascertaining 
whether a second crop has or has not been raised by the application of circar water 
to a portion of them, it is manifest that a minute and harassing interference must 
be resorted to; and we would readily submit to some temporary,loss of reventie 
for the purpose of getting rid of what we consider so great an evil. The general 
rules which we should lay <ipwm for your guidance in these o])erations are, that 
the assessment should be fixed on so moderate a scale, that it could be always 
paid in ordinary years, and that the ryots should be held liable for the revenue* 
of all the land, for which they should engage at the com.mencement of the Fusly ; 
that retnishions, if they cannot be entirely discontinued, should be restricted to 
seasons of extraordinary adversity ; and that the otily scrutiny which should be 
permitted, or would indeed in that case be required, should take place in such ex¬ 
traordinary years alone, when it inigiit be necessary to ascertain what portion af 
the lands engaged for had necessarily remained unsown, or had proved more or 
less unproductive to the cultivators, with the view of equitably adjusting the 
amount of remission to be gi anted to the circumstances of thje different cases. 


46. This rule* Iras also been modified to the extent of authorising a reduc¬ 
tion of 25 per cent, on the ten first tarums, or classes of irrigated land, and of 
20 per cent, on the remaining six tarums. Sufficient reasons are assigned for 
this distinction, which, it is stated, will aflbrd a greater measure of relief to the 
heavily assessed lands which have hitherto been least in request for cultivation, 
and, in its practical operation, will tend to equalize the assessment of the western 
with that of the coast taluoks, the land-tax on the former being at present 
lighter than in the latter. 


17. The abolition of the second crop teerwaf on dry lands seems to have been 
sanctioned by Government so far hack as 1837, but never to have been carried 
into effect. With regard to the proposed reduction of the circar share from 50 
to 33 per cent, of the gross produce, it is to be observed that tlie term “ gross 
produce” has no reference to the produce of any particular year, but to the 
estimated produce of-each field as recorded in the original survey accounts, 
which was converted into money at a fixed commutation price, for the purpose 
of ascertaining the amount of the assessment leviable, by Government. The effect 
of the measure would, therefore, simply be a proportionate reduction in the 
existing assessment. '1 he remission ultimately authorised was that of 33 per 
cent, on the eight first tarums, and of 25 per cent, on the four last, and we think 
that the reasons given for the distinction are satisfactory. 

18. Totacal,! or garden land, will, nnder the operation of this rule, cease to 
appear^as a distinct head of account. Any ryot, by digging a well on his poonjah 
land, can at once convert it into totacal, without being called on to pay any addi- 
tioftal assessment, and the distinction will be of no practical advantage. In future 
revisions of assessment, the only distinction required will be that between irri¬ 
gated (nunjah) apd nnirrigated (poonjah) land. 

19. In connexion with tliese reductions, it has been resolved to abolish the 
minha, or allowance of 10 per cent, on the revv-nue now granted to certain privi¬ 
leged classes of cultivators. We agree with your Sovermnent in thinking that 
“ these peculiar advantages or privileges rarely benefit the possessor, and serve 
only to maintain unjust and invidious distinctions.” 

20. We 


* *‘3. To rednee tbe nunjfth aascssmeut 30 per cent, on the whole, as the lowest rate, which wrill 
hare a sensible efi'ect on-the enltirution, the amount of reduction iu indiridual cases being dependent 
on ciroumatauoes.’' ., : i .. . 

f "8. Pootyah. To strike , off Uie Second crop te^rwa, which was included in calculating the 
produoA of some of the laads, and to fix the circar share at 33'instead of SO per cent, of the gross 
produce, the reduction in individual oases varying according to circumstances, as in the case of the 
Mutyafa fields.'’ , 

t " iU-Totacal. To aboltsb the distinction of totneaU and to bring the lends under the head of 
ppo^ah. phioing theta that hare .wells in the first tarnm, imd the others in ^ose eiatses which 
will'n^'ke them correspond with poor^h fields of siiniliWis^ add fertility.” \ 
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20. We also entirely concur *^Uh yijo k apfiroring tJie jwop0«al?of^^^^ 
lector for tBe ifortnatiW of a distrkt road fund, by a reckhcu^ <m 1^ 
one anna ^rcawny on the actual cnl^vutioB, which, in ordinaiy ykre,* «dii 
CoUccrT of^l nd aonoal 9«na of 25,000 rapees. TCi are doukkss aware that, iih the eettkf 
revnnue7pm. mC. “toof of the North-West I¥ovihcey, a fund for this purpose wtis obtake^hy a 
contribution of one per cent, on the Goveratnent jumtna, which the zeoikdars 
agreed to pay in rommutation of the ifoligation which rested upon them to l«eep 
in repair the public roads passing tbroogh their estates. Hie mode of coilcctioh 
suggested by Mr. Mallby is’ ptobably, wtwevcr, better adapted to the nature of 
the settlements prevailing generally in tlie districts under your Presidency. 

' 21. We will conclude this portion of oiir despiltdi by expressing out high 

Sense of the clear, complete, and satisfactory manner in which Mr. Maltby has 
placed tlic whole question of the assessment of the Hooloos talooks of South 
Arcot before you, and our satisfaction that, as a memlier of the BoSird jrf 
Revenue, he will be in a position to see that his recommendations, as approved 
and sanctioned by your Government, are fully and faithfully carried out by his 
i^ccessor in the district. 

22- We have perused with much satisfaction the minutes recorded by your 
President, and esjiecially that of the 16th June 1854, in wliich, with reference to 
the statements before him, that portions of the richest and -finest lands under 
your Presidency have been thrown out of cultivation in consequence of the 
impossibility of paying the excessive assessment charged on them, iiis Lordship 
records his determination “ to do his best, that not a day or an hour should be 
lost without endeavouring to apply a remedy to a condition of affairs so unnatu¬ 
ral, and, so hostile to the best interests of Ibe Government, and of the entire 
population.” 

23. We fear that great and needless delay has been permitted to take place in 
regard to many instance'^ of over-assessment, which have been brought to the 
notice of the Board of Itcvcnue and ol' (Jovernment, although the existence of the 
evil has been admitted on all hands. We are aware that in many, and perhaps 
in most cases, tlie adjustment of the assessment of a whole district, or even of an 
entire talook, cannot be satisfactorily carried out without a preliminary survey. 
•But thej'e are also many other cases in which immciliate relief might be given 
without the necessity of any such step. Borne of tliese are noticed in Mr. 
Thomas's minute of the 23d of June J854, in which he refers particularly to the 
state of the assessmeut of the dry grain talooks of 'IVichinopoly. The e.\ces- 
sive amount and complicated nature of the assessment of these talooks are 
exhibited ih the letter from the Gallecfor dated the 2d December 1852 (appended 
to Mr. Thomas’s minute), and tidtfeoaglfit would aj^pear that a complete remedy 
cannot be applied without “an actual survey made for fixing the extent, classi¬ 
fication, and assessment of the fields according to the prodactivi3 ca])ability of 

* the soil,” yet it is obvious that the extra cesses enumerated in his 9th par^tgraph, 
might be at oned abolished without any such operation, and that their relinquish¬ 
ment would relieve the people of a Wden equivalent, to 6i per cent, on tjjeir 
prcsint payments. 

24. We would suggest that orders should be immediately issued for the 
abolition of these cesses, and aUo that you should call on the Board of Bevenue 
to submit for your decision any other cases of a similar nature, which may noiv 
remain undisposed* of on their records, arid in which relief maybe summarily 
afibrded without waiting for the result of a regular survey, even if 'such a pro- 
'•eedhig should lie ultimately requisite. 

Proceedings, 26. In commencing their review of the proposed measures for the adjustment 

37 April 1854 . of the assessment of South Arcot, the Board truly remark, that the qoestiou is,- 
perhaps, ope of the most important that has come l^fore them lor Voine, fike, 
inasmuch as they are definitely called on io pronounce an opinion as to its bear¬ 
ing on the coliditidn of that district, afid to what catkut* remedial measures 
should be affordt^d.; the deteiteination of .whteh question, they obsene, iuvolves 
principles applicable to all districts. The remedial measures to be applied to 
South Arcot having been now decided on, and tlie general principles on wliich 
they should proceed hat& beeu in a ^at, measure d^tmoioed, t^e can be 
comparatively little diSwty in upplyini; fo diedf^cdihstehSes' or'otlik' 

districts. 
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<iistrict9, and^ve rely With confidence on yoar permitting no needless delay to 
occur in ,di 9 |W 8 ifl^ '; 0 | ,the reports,which liasmvbeen long before the Board in 
reierence to revisions of assessment in any^fter.. We allude particularly to 
such cases as-that of Grurtoor, which haseb^ fti% treated by Mr. Walter 
Elliot, thfivkt© Commissioner in the Nortbem-Circars, in 1945 1 , and to that of 
Kurnod,. ti^B condition of wliich, together with Bie required remedial measures, 
was brought under the Board’s notice, by Mr, W. H. Bayley, when Commissioner 
in that district* in a report dated the 22d July 1840. 

26. in the former of these letters * you have acquainted as with the reasons 
which have led you to direct the discontinuance of rthe separate reports hitherto 
furpished, on the annual settlement of the laud and extra revenues of each 
district, and the preparation in lieu thereof by the Board of Revenue of one. 
general report on the revenue administration of the whole of t!ie Presidency for 

year* The first of these reports (forFusly 1262, or a.d. 1862-3), is trans- JV.it.— The Fusty 
mitted in a printed form with your letter of the 22d November last, No. 66 . 

27. We entirely approve of this change, by which the mode of reporting and 
reviewing the revenue administration of your Presidency will be assimilated, so 
far as the different nature of the settlement will permit, to the practice which has 
been for some years followed with advantage in Bengal and the North West 
Provinces. The desultory and unconnected manner in which the separate reports 
on the several districts have hitherto been submitted, to your Government aud 
to us, rendered tiiem of little practical use, and we were altogether without any 
general view of the result,s of tlio revenue administration taken as a whole. In 
consequence of this alteration in the mode of bringing the results of the revenue 
management under our notice, we think it unnecessary to reply specifically to 
such of the separate reports on the land and extra revenues of the several 
collect(.irate 8 , as are now before us, as we consider that a review of them in this 
fragmentary sha()e can serve no useful purpose, and as they are not of a nature 
to call for any definite orders, although we shall jirobably have occasion to refer 
to tliem hereafter for purposes of comparison. 


28. The report now^ forwarded is incomplete, inasmuch as it does not comptise 
any details relating to the extra sources of revenue, and as the report of the 
Cotnrnissioner in the Northern Circars is given separately, the information con¬ 
tained in it, and its appendetl statements, not being incorporated with tliose 
furnished by the Board of Revenue for the remainder of the Presidency. These 
imperfections will, however, be removed in the report for Fusly 1263, which 
we trust will shoitly be hud before us. We feel assured that the Board will use 
their best etideavours to cause the report to be regularly prepared and submitted 
to you at a period not later than that which you have named, viz. the end of 
the calendar year in which the Fusly to which it relates closes, even if it cannot 
be supplied some months earlier, a jjoiut to which we direct your attention. 


29. The report itself is clearly drawn up, and contains very valuable matter 
for our infortiiation; it does not, however, appear to call for much remark 
beyond the expression of our satisfaction at the results which it exhibits. The 
total amount of the demand and collection, both of 
land and extra revenues, is given in the margin, and 
we observe tlmt both exhibit some increase over those 
of the previous year. We notice also further evidence 
of progress in the revenue administration. The bene¬ 
ficial effects of the abrogation of the rule under which 
lands watered by private wells became liable to.addi¬ 
tional assessment, are represented to be already appa¬ 
rent; and it is exiMjctcd that private capital will be 
freely laid,,out, in improvements. The observations of 
the Board , in paras; 16 and 17 of the report on the 
importance of maintaining an efficient system of irriga¬ 
tion, and on the means by which existing defec|jp may 
be Remedied, have our full cppcurrence, and will, we trast, be prominently kept 
in view. , ■' ’’ 

' . 30- You 


Jlv, 


Demand-Land Revenue 

Extra Uevenue 

],08,6;i,57.1 


Jte. 4,02,II,1P8 

Collections :--Land CniTent - 
Subsequent 

.1,50,05,701 

lB,U.'>,87(f 


y,07,01,007 

Extra Current - 
Subwqui'iit 

1,00,26,7M 
- 2,2(!,!).VJ 


/If. 1,08,.5.1,004 

Tot^ Collections - 

4,75,.57,y01 


’ ? -Letter, ditfed 1 September (No. 31) 1854, pora. 3; Letter, dated 23 Noromber (No, 60) 1864. 
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30. You infofoi.us tha( with to jparjigruph, ;J0 pf pUTjf^tespstiefcsAirf 

the 2d June|No; T) 1852, ybp :fiariB,;;!^8|i,ted to the 

authority to reduce the assessnieiit op lalds I'n auy indiwdttal iastancesj iu which 
it may he'clearly sboWu tahe exceeffi^jif ^'Piabptoye 
think that, it would he desirable-that,subiriit th 'yoU!;,|»ei^ 
cally,. pn abstmct stateniont in i tabular fei^/ exhibitihf thp cases In wlrMi ,$hby> 
had seen reason to exercise the power'thiis yested in tlieih, aa^'alabiof thtw^ 
caijes jn which over-assessment has b^ c(#plhi.ned of, either by! the.ppilebtolB 
or the people, and the reasons for;whhjb tliej Board have hoit thought it reaspn-f 
able to accede to these demands. , .v f' , /* »• . 


3i; In tliese paragraphs*'you bring to opr nbtice certain cases, in yyhiob your 
instructions bad been solicited as to the'ihierpretalion to put on portions of 
our efrders, directing the exemption frofn additional assessment of all, lattde. im¬ 
proved at the cost Of the ryots themselves. The instructions issued by ydu ai» 
conceived in a liberal spirit, and huve our entire approval., Under them, the 
ryot Aill be entitled to, enjoy the benefll of all improvements, whether of'a tem¬ 
porary or substantial chnracter, effected liy means of his own labour and capital. 
The sole restrictions remaining are for tire purpose of preventing the i 7 ot from 
claiming exemption for wells dug in lahds which can already be watered by an 
existing public work of irrigation, or foc wells dug within 100 yards of existing 
works of irrigation, and liable to derivte their supplies from thence. The Board 
of Revenue have been directed to watch closely the working of these rules, in 
order that they may be modified in the, event of their being,found to operate in¬ 
juriously to the ryot, and to prevent Iris taking full advantage of the boon con¬ 
ferred on him under our orders. We hgve already expressed to you Our desire 
that the rule of exemption should be absolute and simple, so that there may be 
no pretext for interference on the part of the native servants with the proceed¬ 
ings of the ryots in regard to the construction of wells. The limitations above 
noticed are so clear and definite, that we do not apprehend that they will lead to 
embarrassment. At the same time, if it shall be found tliat they tend to restrict 
the advantage which we intended l)y our orders to confer on the ryot, and to 
discourage the construction of wells in ]>articulaf localities, without being abso¬ 
lutely required for the seci^rity of the existing revenue, we shall readily give our 
consent to their abrogation. 


32. In this letter yoii inform us of the measures which you have adopted with 
the view of abolishing the use of the Mahratta language in the provincial ent- 
cherries, and in that of the Board of Revenue at the Presidency. Whatever 
may have been the causes whiclj;,originally led to the adoption of Mahratta as 
the official language of reven'*n,,jM;cf!iiHil, it appears certain that they no longer 
exist, and we entirely agree witfi ^u in thinking it most desirable that the use 
of a language which is not the vernacular of any portion of'your Presidency, and 
the knowledge of which is confined to a small section of thfe public servants, 
should be at once abolished, especially as there do not appear to be any difficul¬ 
ties in the way which may not readily be surmounted. The village and district 
accounts must, we presume, be rendered in the vernacular of the districts to, 
the Collector’s office; but the accounts furnished by the Collector to the Hoard 
should, we conceive, be prepared in English, and the Board st^te that there is no 
obstacle to the immediate and entire substitution of .English for Hahratta in 
their own office. . . , ^ 


33. The»simplifitfation of .the forms of account is ako an object of great 

importance, and we are glad to see that this subject has beeh takeff up by the 
Board with energy. The omission of the cuftibtxius details which have hitherto 
been inserted in the statements periodically submitted for your information, will 
enable the Board to furnish them shortly after the expiration of the periods to 
which they lefefi and wjU thus render them of much greater. praQtiqal value, than 
tbeyareat'pfa8Bnt.f^_; r' 

34. There arS soro®'suggestions in y#r Minutes of edasuiltatioD of the 
7th November last, the advantages bf whlrih: we think to be somewhat open to 




question:. 


* • Letter, dated ?2 Se 
tSSl, paroe. 21 and Stip 




68j 1888, 

. . . .it|4MW'‘44.te4 ,e, “ 

39 November (No 67) 1884, panie. 8 to ill 
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question. Tliere can be no doubt that the substitution of English for native 
terms is desirable, whenever exact equivalents can be found for them ; but this 
we apprehend is seldom the case. Your object we presume to be to convey to 
the mere English reader a clearer idea of the nature of our administration than 
he can at present obtain, in consequence of his ignorance of the Indian terms 
which are of frequent occurrence in oilicial documents. We doubt, however, 
whether this end is likely to be advanced by the proposed means, and whether 
the use of English terms, which appear to convey an intelligible meaning, may 
not, in fact, have a contrary eflFect; for instance, you express yoar approval of 
the employment by the 13oard of Revenue of the English terms, wet and 
dry, instead of nunjah and poonjali, lands. The cultivable lands under 
your Presidency arc; generally distinguished as nunjah, poonjah, and baghayct, 
(in some districts different names being used), of which the ordinary En^isli 
synonyyns arc wet, dry, and garden lands. But these words, whether in their 
native or English form, are employed in a technical and umisnal sense, and 
can only be rendered intelligible to an uninformed reader by means of defiiiitions 
which show that the words are applied to the different descrij)tions of land 
in respect to the sources from which they derive their supplies of water, whether 
frc»m public works of irrigation, from the falling rains, or fronj wells sunk in the 
lields themselves. All native terms having a limited and local currency, should 
be carefully explained u henever there may be occasion to use them ; but wc 
doubt whether any benefit would accrue from the disuse of such as arc in general 
acceptation, and of constant employment in official correspondence, and arc 
perfectly understood by all concerned or interested in the revenue administra¬ 
tion ; and we are, on the contrary, rather disposed to think that the adoption of 
English words, which, in their ordinary sense, arc not exact equivalents of the 
native terms which they are intended to represent, w'oiild be more likely to mis¬ 
lead the reader than to give him more accurate notions of (he real meaning of 
the documents before him. 

.'35. You have also jiroposed to discontinue the exi.stiug system of pointing ofi’ 
large sums by lacs and crores, and to introduce the Eiiglisli jilau of notation; 
of pointing off the figures by hundreds of thousands and inillioiis. at least in 
the reports and other papers printed by order of Government. The Cou-.niis- 
sioner in the Northern ('ircars observes, that the English plan might be adopted 
w'ithoiit difficulty in all statements submitted to Govcminent ; but that, in 
transactions with the natives, who are familiar only with the existing system of 
numeration, and in the district accounts, it would not be advisable to make any 
change; and we jiresume the same remark is equally applicable to the other 
portions of your l^rcsidcney. The use of ouc system of notation for the district 
accounts, and of another for the accounts prepared at the Presidency, could 
scarcely fail to produce confusion, and to lead to numerous errors of calculation 
and of transcription ; and we do not see that any eommensuratc benefit would 
be gained. The existing mode of notation is quite familiar to those whose duly 
it is to deal with Indian accounts, and it has moreover the advantage that, at 
the sufficiently accurate exchange of 2.y. the rupee, llic crore represents precisely 
one million of pounds sterling, 

30. The suggestion that each Collector should be. supplied with a printing or 
lithographic press of a simple and inexpensive construction, for the purpose ol 
striking off official papers for circulation, and blank forms for statements, &c., 
appears well worthy of consideration ; and W'e shall .give our attention to any 
recommendation which, after further inquiry, you may think fit to submit to us, 
with the view' of carrying it into effect. 

Wc are, &c. 

(signed) 1'- ^laamughtony 

London, 18 July 1856. W. H. S^/ics, 

&c. &c. 
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Revenue Department, 17 Sqitember (No. 12) 1856. 

Our Governor-General of India in Council. 

Merialt Agency of Ganjam and Orissa. 

Para. 1. Wk now reply to the letters and paragraphs noted in the margin,* 
reporting proceedings in connexion with the Meriah Agency of Ganjam and 
Orissa. 

2. I'he reports and diaries from time to time furnished by the agency ofliccrs, 
" continue to indicate a steady progress towards the final eradication of the bar¬ 
barous practice of human sacriiice. Considering the great difficulties to be 
encotintered, we arc disposed to consider this progress satisfactory, atid as rapid 
as, under the circumstances, could have been anticipated. The Meriah oflicers 
appear to have applied themselves to their duties with unremitting zeal and 
attention ; their great experience and personal knowledge, which are of far 
greater weight than any theoretical rules or doctrines, led them to adopt a line 
of cautious and gradual inculcation of their views. Hasty measures and abrupt 
innovations would have been attended with consideriible danger, and would 
rather have postponed than accelerated the attainment of the end in view, by 
arousing the fears and jealousies of ignorant and fanatical tribes, and combining 
them in hostility against the exertions of the agency officers. 

3. Instead of this, it is satifactory to find that, generally speaking, the chiefs 
and leading men continue to give their adhesion and co-operation to the prin¬ 
ciples and measures of the agency. The Khond chiefs Imve taken a leading 
part in pledging themselves to abstain from Meriah sacrifices, and the example 
thus set will, it may be confidently hoped, act beneficially on those tribes whose 
opposition is scarcelv overcome, or whose support and co-operation are but 
reluctantly yiidded. 

4. Measures of repression and punisbment, however necessary they may he, 
should always be held subordinate to those of prevention. One of the most 
powerful among the latter cia.ss of measures is education, to wliicli, together 
with the improvement of communications, and increase of intercourse with civili¬ 
zation, we can look with hope for the rescue of the Hill Tribes from practices 
which have their origin in ignorance and barbarism, and for the spread of 
enlightened and humane principles. 

5. The attention of the .^ M.'.ri a officers has been directed to this important 
j»oint, and their exertions have met with some success. We regret, however, to 
observe, that the progress of education received a serious check in (ioornsur, 
which was partly attributed to the withdrawal of magisterial jurisdiction from 
the Khond Agent, and its transfer to the ordinary officers of police, whereby the 
influence and authority of the agency officers was weakened. On the urgent 
representations of Colonel Campbell, the agent, and Captain M‘Viccar, officiating 
agent, supported by the recommendation of the Madras Government, you invested 
the officers of the agency with joint magisterial powers within the s])here of the 
agency, such powers being confined to cases of Meriah sacrifice and female infan¬ 
ticide exclusively, and to be exercised on tiie same principles as regulate the 
jurisdiction of officers in the Thuggee department. Under this arrangement the 
local officers will, we imagine, have no ground of complaint, and we trust that 
the Khond schools, which liad unfortunately been almost entirely closed, will, 

after 


• India. Public; Letter, !23 December (No. 05) 1853, p. 66, 75 and 76 ; Bong’ll] Public Letter, 
4 January (No. 1) 1854, p. 21, 22 and 23 ; India Public Letter, 10 February (No. 0) 1864, p. 00, 70 
and <8 ; Bengal Public Letter, 15 .Lino(No. 30) 1854, p. 18; ludiii Poblio Letter, 18 Auguat (No. 67) 

1854, p. f)9, 100 to <08; Bengal Public Letter, 28 Scptemlier (No. 43) 18.54, p. 10 to 12 ; India 
Public Letter, 27 October (No. U.5) 18.54, p. 40 to 49 ; Bengal I'uhlic Letter, 28 Dcc.-ember 
(No. .53) 18.54, p. ISand 14; Fort St. George Political Letter,27 February"(No. 0) 1855, p. 14 and 15; 
Bengal Public Letter, 7 March (No. 4) 1855, p. 8 ; India Public Letter, 26 March (No. 22) 1855, 
p. .33 to 4,3 ; 27 April (No. 31) 1855, p. 39, 42 and 45 ; Bengal Public Letter, 4 July (No. 16) 

1855, p. 10, 11 and 18; India Public Letter, 10 August (No. 06) 185.5, p. 16 to 18,38 to 41; 
Fort St. George Polii’f.;! Letter, 25 August (No. 06) 18-56; 11 September (No. 13) 1855, p. 18 
to 25; India Public Lee; 22 August (No 70) 18.56, p. 22 to 25, 31, 05 and 60. 
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after their reopening, have been carefully encouraged, and no means neglected for 
regaining the support of the people which had formerly been extended to them. 

6. Tours of personal inspection on the j)art of the agency officeis arc calcu¬ 
lated to lead to very beneficial results, and should be stedfastly adhered to. Not 
only do they afford the agency o8Scers adequate means of forming an opinion on 
the condition of the country, but, by bringing the people into direct communi¬ 
cation with the British authorities, and thereby circulating and diffusing a correct 
knowledge of the benevolent intentions of the Government, they will do much to 
remove suspicion and hostility. 

7. We have perused the report of Captain M'Yiccar, dated the 21st May' 
185.^), forwarding a summary of the operations of the agency for the season of ■ 
1854-5.'>, which is apparently the result of most careful investigation. 

8. Tiic tenor of tliis report is .satisfactory, with the exception of the j>art 
relating to Bustar and Jeypoor. The former ])laco is described as the head- 
(juarters of the Jennah Poojah, and Captain M‘Viccar affirms that “ human 
sacrifices have never ceased to be offered, despite all orders of the Nagporo 
Durbar and the several llcsidents at the late Raja’s court.” The real head of 
this zemindary is Laull Dologongona Singh, the uncle of the Raja, who appears 
to be a luaii of turbulent character, fanatical in the highest degree, and wedded 
to the superstitious rite of human sacrific.e. The promises which he has on 
vai'ioiis occasions made to successive Residents have never been adhered to, and 
Captain M‘Viccar does not antici]>ate tliat much good can be effected in Bustar 
until he is removed from authority, a measure which does not appear likely to 
be found opposed to the feelings of the jicople. Y'c shall be glad to be informed 
of the measui’es taken in this matter. 

Jt. The /.emindary of Jeypoor appears to be in a thoroughly disorganised con¬ 
dition, and the zemindar nearly imbecile. In the 43d para, of his report. 
Captain Al'Viccar observes, “In the low country of Jeypoor, I regret most 
unfeignedly' to relate that human sacrifices prevail in almost every district. 
Here, as in Bustar, we have to deal with exclusively civilised and educated men, 
and not with semi-barbarous tribes, as in the hill tracts of Orissa. The former 
are not, in my opinion, deserving of the same consideration sis the latter, and 
some sliarpcr and severer measures should he adopted than we have ever yet 
employed amongst the wild tribes of the mountains.” 

JO. Captain Owen was deputed by Mr. .Smollett, the Agent in Vlzigapatam, 
to inquire into the condition of the country. The evidence collected by Captain 
Owen tended to disprove the present existence of human sacrifices in Jeypoor; 
although there seems to he little doubt that the practice prevailed extensively a 
few years since. Nevertheless, with a view of putting an end to the anarchy in 
which this hill zemindary was plunged, Mr. Smollett, following the line of 
IJoliey already advocated by Captain Al’X’iccar, recommended that Government 
should assume the direct management of the estate. The consimt of tlie Raja 
had been previously solicited to the measure, but it was declined, the zemindar 
promising to conduct the affains of his territory and family according to the view's 
of the Agent. The Government of Madras, however, concurred in the propriety 
of assuming the management of the country, and measures were accordingly 
taken with the view of carrying into effect the sngge.stion of Air. .Smollell. 

11. In your letter to the Government of^ladras of. the 18th .fuly 185i>, you 
express the opinion that the evidence wasall against the supposition that the 
practice of human sacrifice by Hindoos existed in Jeypoor ; that the practice of 
Suttee liad not, until recently, been prohibited ; and that the result of that pro¬ 
hibition should be awaiteil belore adopting any further measures. 

12. While admitting that the state of anarchy which prevailed in Jeypoor w'as 
a good reason for assuming the management of the country, you are of opinion 
that the step is serious, being likely to involve Government in a protracted 
jungle war, and being one which could not be retraced. 

13. You tlicreiore directed that no steps for assuming the management of the 
country should be taken for the present. Acting on these instructions, the 
Madras Government recalled their orders. 
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14. We trust, however, that no unnecessary delay will be allowed to take 
place in adopting such measures as may be necessary to suppress human sacri* 
fice and infanticide, and to restore order in the district. 

15. We observe with satisfaction that the total number of Meriahs rescued in 
the hill tracts of Orissa during the season 1854-55, was 46, of whom 21 were 
males and 25 fefuah^. 

16. Lieutenant MacDoiiiild's tour through the hill tracts of Goomsur, affords 
another e.vemplification of the beneficial effects of the personal visits of European 
officers on the people and native officials, and wc entirely approve the orders of 
the Madras Government that Lieutenant MacDonald, or some other officer of 
the agency, should make such tours annually. The progress of edueation in 
the-xe tracts appears to be very satisfactory ; and we approve the measures 
adopted for extending it. The measurt^s for facilitating traffic by the coi^truc- 
tion of choultries and wclls,<''at a cost of 1,650 rupees, have our entire approval. 

17. The schools recently established in these tracts will be placed under a 
native superintendent entertained for that purpose, by whom an annual report 
will be furnished. All measures relative to education in the.se districts should 
in future be rej)orted in the educational branch of tlw^ Public Department. 

18. Vigorous ineasurt's were very proptirly adopted for putting a stop to depre¬ 
dations in tht‘ Bead country, and the energetic conduct of Lieutenant MacDonald 
merited prais«'. 

19. 'fhe survey operations in the tributary mehals appear to be progressing 
very favourably under Captain Saxton; the impediments alluded to in our 
despatch, dated 18th June (No. I4) 1854, being no longer in existence, lire 
road to Sutnbhulpore has been surveyed and partially opened, and it is expected 
to be available for traffic throughout its entire length during the hot w'eather 
of 1856. 

20. The country appears to possess considerable mineral resources, and to be 
well worth a thorough scientific investigation. We shall be glad to receive some 
of the mineral specimens forwarded by Captain Saxton to Dr. Hunter, at Madras, 
as slated in the 4th para of his letter, dated 23d September 1854. 

21. In conclusion, we would express our high sense of the services of the 
Meriah agency officers, wlio appear to have shown great discretion and assiduity 
in the discharge of the important duties entrusted to them. It was with the 
deepest regret w<‘ receiveii the account of the death of Captain Frye, an officer 
so earnest in this cause, and, . you remark, “whose labours have proved of 
such essential service to the cause of numanity.” 

We are, &c. 

(signed) IV. H. Sykes, 

London, 17 September 1856. Ji- Mangles, 

&c. &c. 


Revenue Department, 5 November (No. 17) 1856. 

Our Governor-General of India in Council. 

Mohturfa and Veesabuddy Taxes at Madras. 

Para. 1. Youk letter in this department, dated the 28th February last (No. 6), 
reports to us the final result of your deliberations on the subject of the revision 
or abolition of the Mohturfa and Veesabuddy (taxes on professions, trades, arti¬ 
ficers, houses, Ac.), under the Presidency of Fort St. George. 

2. This question has been the subject of discussion and correspondence 
between the Government of Madras, your Government, and ourselves, for the 
last 12 years; and, a5er an inexcusable delay on the part of the Madras 
authorities in furnishing the information which had been repeatedly called for, 

the 
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the case was at length put in a shape suffioiently complete for decision in the 
proceedings of the Madras Board of Revenue, dated the 27th March 1848. 

3 . In a minute dated the 12th September 1848, Mr. Daniel Klliot reviewed 
the whole question at considerable length, and arrived at the conclusion that the 
admitted evils of the system might be eradicated to a great extent by a modifica¬ 
tion of the rates, and a change in the mode of collection ; and he offered various 
suggestions with this object. In a subsequent minute, however, under date the 
5 th May 18f»3, he states that a further consideration of the question had induced 
a change in his views; and he avows that, “ feeling more sensibly the difficulty 
of the proposed rtform, and, indeed, almost despairing of the possibility of 
success in it, and being very strongly pressed by the consideration of the dis¬ 
advantage that this Presidency will lie under, if it is left subject to taxes of thi.s 
nature, from which Bombay has been relieved, and which do not obtain in 
BengSl, his opinion is now for the entire abolition of this revenue.” 

4. Mr. J. F. Thomas (Minute dated 23d April 1853) considers that “it is not 
]>i'acticablc to find a remedy for the abuses which e.\ist under itand, in the 
event of its abolition, does not doubt that the loss of revenue would, at no 
distant date, be made good to the State from the increasing mimliers and pros¬ 
perity of the noii-a«ricultural classes. “Their advancing w'calth,” he says, 
“ would extend the market and enhance the value of all prodnets of tlie land, 
and better i)rices would then be obtained by the ryot, and greater stability be 
thus given to the land revenue. 1 should not hesitate, therefore, to counsel the 
entire abolition of the moliturfa faxes, in a financial point of view, as well as 
upon the gnnmd of the evils and abust's inherent in them.” 

.5. Of all the members of the Madras Government, the Governor alone ^^Sir 
H. Pottinger) advocates the retention of any portion of the moliturfa taxes. The 
admissions made in his minute of the 28th April 1853, go far, however, in our 
opinion, to nullify his conclusions; and the numerous modifications which he 
proposes would, if carried out, still leave many of the inequalities untouched, and 
most of the ojienings for abuse unclosed, as they exist under the present 
system. 

6 . These proceedings were laid before your Government, with a letter dated 
the 26th May 18.53; but the matter was not taken into consideration till the 
31 8 t December 1855, when the Marquis of Dalhousie recorded a minute, in 
which, after cxjilaining his reasons for delay in disposing of .the subject, he 
expresses himself in the following words: “ Tlie moliturfa fa.xes, as a whole, 
are indefensible in principle. Tlioy are a direct tax ujion humble industry. 
They press upon the poorest of the.people. They press with an unequal jiressure. 
They arc felt scu.sibly ; felt as an obnoxious burden ; and they give unbounded 
scope to the v orst of all the vexations which we sec and detest, but cannot eradicate 
—the petty oppression of petty native officials.” Ilis Lordship accordingly came 
to the conclusion that “ the mohturfa taxes should be abolislicd, wholly and 
unreservedly ; ” but, looking to the actual financial condition of the Indian 
empire, he suggested that their abolition should he deferred until the present 
extraordinary pressure should be removed, so as to admit of the revenue they 
pioduce being relinquished with safety. 

7. Lord Dalhousie’s views , were concurred in by Mr. Dorin, hut the three other 
members of Council, Mr. J, P. Grant, Mr. Peacock, and General Anson, pronounce 
in favour of their immediate abolition. 

8. The mohturfa taxes wore abolished in Bengal in 17&3, and in Bombay in 
1844; and even Mysore, in the heart of the Madras Presidency, is exempted 
from them. Their average net produce is from 11 to 12 lacs of rupees per 
annum. 

y. The arguments in favour of the abolition of these taxes appear to ns to be 
irresistible. They are confined to one Presidency, whieh is subject to at least as 
heavy a pressure of taxation as any other part of India; and, even there, whole 
districts and parts of districts, as well as particular classes of people, are entirely 
exempt. They are most unequally distributed over the districts subject to them, 
four only of the twenty collectorates into which the Presidency is divided, contribut- 
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ing upwards of half the total amount. The assessment is arbitrary, irregular, and 
undefined, resting (except as regards the veesabuddy of the Ceded Districts) on no 
law, but merely on ancient usage, and thus affording to the native officers 
employed in their collection ample opportunities of oppression and extortion, of 
which it is in evidence that they largely avail themselves. 

10. We are perfectly satisfied that no modification of the existing system can 
be devised which would divest it of its objectionable character, and we accord¬ 
ingly convey to you our authority to direct its total abolition, at such time and in 
such manner as niay seem to you expedient. 

11. It has been suggested in the course of the discussion, that the mohturfa 
might be so regulated as to convert it into a house tax or an income tax, or into 
both combined. Such taxes, if fairly assessed, may be unobjectionable in prin¬ 
ciple ; and, as Mr. Dorin suggests, some similar imposts may hereafter be fpund 
unavoidable as a measure of financial necessity throughout India. In the present 
case, however, any such conversion of the mohturfa taxes would be open to the 
fatal objection, that it would be continuing to subject the Presidency of Madras 
to a system of taxation, from which tlie rest of India would bo free ; but in thus 
relieving our native subjects from the payments of imposts which in their mode 
of collection under our administration have proved oppressive, you will bear in 
mind that, with tlie prospect of a reduction also in the amount of the land-tax, 
you will require to take into your immediate consideration the means of obtaining 
revenue from other sources, and to notify to those who derive advantage from 
the remission of the mohturphu, that sucli is the intention of our Government. 

12. W itli respect to the suggestion of Mr. ,T. I'. Grant, to which you have called 
our attention, for an increase in the rates of import duty at all the Presidencies, 
to compensate for the loss of revenue to be occasioned by the abolition of the 
mohturpha, we must observe that such a measure must be considered, if at all, 
on its own merits, and in connexion with the question discussed in tliis 
despatch. Mr. Grant has inadvertently stated the general rate of import duty at 
3^ per cent, ad valorem, instead of 5 per cent., to which amount it was raised 
under our orders by Act IX. of 1845. 

13. We shall coramnnicate a copy of this despatch to the Government of Fort 
St. George, for their information. 

We are, &c. 

(signed) W. H. Siykes. 

London, 5 November 18.50. R. D. Mangles. 


Revenue Department, 6 May (No. 6) 1857. 

Our Governor-General of India in Council. 

Administration of the Hyderabad Assigned Districts. 

1. With your foreign letter, dated 28 February 1850 (No. 24), you have 
transmitted to us a series of papers illustrative of the first year s administration 
of the districts assigned to us by the Nizam, under the treaty of 18.53. 

2. The “ Memorandum ” submitted.by the Resident, the late Mr. G. A, Bushby, 
is so loose in its construction, so vague and unsatisfactory in its details, and so 
entii ely deficient in the practical information necessary to enable us to form a 
judgment on the measures already taken or tliose hereafter to be pursued in 
reg^d to the administration of the assigned districts, that we are compelled to 
base our observations on the lucid and comprehensive note prepared by your 
secretary, Mr. G. F. Edmonstone, on which, together with the Marquis of Dal- 
housLe’s minute of the 27th September 1855, your instructions to the Resident, 
dated the 30th January last, were founded. 


3. The 
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3. The assigned districts were in tlie first instance formed into five divisions, 
each under the superintendence of a Deputy Commissioner; viz.— 

Northern Berar, Deputy Commissioner, Captain Bullock. 

Southern Berar, ditto, Major Johnstone. 

Western Districts, ditto, Captain Meadows Taylor. 

Eastern Division, Raichore Doab, ditto. Major Hampton. 

Western Division, ditto, ditto. Captain Balmain. 

4. We propose to treat of the administration of this tract of country under the 
heads and in the order observed in your instructions to the Resident, premising’ 
that, owing to the omission of that ofticer to exercise any effectual control over 
the proceedings of the several Deputy Commissioners, there is an entire absence 
of uniformity in the measures pursued by those officers, always well intended, 
and generally to a great extent successfnl,'for tlie protection of the interests of 
Government, and for the amelioration of the condition of the peoidc, in the 
revenue, judicial, and police admiuistratioir of their districts. 

5. The state of anarchy and confusion in which the di-stricts were found on 
their first occupation was such, as you rightly observe, as could not he “ per¬ 
mitted to continue in aiij'^ province under the admini.stration of the British 
Government,” and it was absolutely necessary that “ some system of fiscal 
management should be devised, which, while it should put an end to all un¬ 
licensed exemptions and privileges, and secure a fair revenue to the State, shall, 
by the recognition of jiroprictary right in those who can establish a hereditary or 
prescriptive title, and by the jirotection of the interests of other cultivators of 
the soil, invest tenures in land with security and permanency under certain 
declared conditions, and shall restrict the <lemand of the State within reasonable 
limits, which shall not be subject to variation for a fixed term of years.” 

f). As a preliminary step to the full attainment of these desirable objocls, you 
propose that there shall he a khu.sreh survey of the lands of each village, to he 
conducted by native measurers, subject to the subsequent check of a professional 
survey of the total village areas. The Resident desires to entrust the duty of 
measuring the village lands to the putwarries, and you ajipear to entertain his 
proposition favourably, though Captain Bullock and Caj^tain Taylor (the only 
Deputy Commissioners who appear to have recorded any opinion on the subject), 
state that the putwarries are in general lamentably ignorant, and wholly unfitted 
for the duty. If this plan should be adopted, the experienee of the qualified 
officers whom you have selected to fill the position of Deputy Commi-ssioners, 
will enable them to apply usefully the services of such putwarries as may he 
found to ])osscss accurate information and detailed records of accounts, and to 
set aside those who are really ignorant and unfit for the duties of their here¬ 
ditary offices. It should be left to the discretion of Mr. Maltby to appoint lor 
the temporary service, as many amcens as he may find to be requisite, but we 
ho|>c that, notwithstanding the alleged ignorance and unfitness of tlie putwarries, 
he will find that they are not altogether without the means of imparting infornm- 
tioii of a description which it is indispensable to obtain before forming an opinion 
of the resources of a village or determining the proper form of its management. 

7. The mode of settlement which you propose to introduce is the village 
system of the North-West Provinces, but without (at any rate in the first 
instance) the incident of joint and several res [>01181 hility for the revenue, and 
otherwise partially modified so as to adapt it to the existing state of things. 

8. The village communities having survived the various revolutions througli 
which the administration of the district has passed, appear still to exist through¬ 
out these districts iu an imperfect condition, but without possessing, as it would 
seem, any conjoint or common interest in the lands of the village, which are 
held by the ryots individually. You propose that tJie lands should be classed 
.according to the nature of the tenure on which #^iey are held, whether by 
“ meerasdars,” " wuttundars,” “ moondkhurrees,” (tenants having a right of 
hereditary occupancy, among whom you intend to include all those who shall 
have held the same land for twelve consecutive years), and “ otiprees ” (or tenants 
at will). The assessment is then to be fixed on each holding, or, if it be found 
^.practicable, on the aggregate of the holdings of each class ; the total amount on 
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ill] the cultivated lands to form the fixed demand of the Government from the 
village for tlic term of the settlement (which is not in the first instance to exceed 
seven years), to be liable to no increase, and, ordinarily, to no reduction. This 
assessment is to he made “ within such limits as shall leave a margin to cover 
the risks of a fixed contract, as well as a fair profit to the holders, and a pro- 
])ortion also of the net produce to provide for the remuneration of office bearers 
and other village expenses.” To this assessment is also to be added a charge of 
one pt.-r cent, to form a road fund, and possibly, although it i.s not so stated, 
an additional one per cent, for educational purposes, as is proposed in the revised 
settlement of the North-West Provinces. 

n. The asses-sment being thus completed, and the particulars recorded, each 
class of holders will he called on to nominate one or more of their number as 
their head man or representative, who is to be the medium of communication 
between his class and the Government officials, and whose duty it will he to 
icalis'.' the revenue, “ in the recorded proportions,” from each member of the 
class, •* .suing him, if need be, for arrears due." It has been already noticed 
tliat your jiroposal is ” to fi.x tlic Government assessment on each several 
holding, or, if that be practicable, on the aggregate of the holdings of e.'ich class.” 
If the latter plan be adopted, it is not shown how or by whom the demand is to 
be a])purtioned on the lands of the individual cultivators, so as to appear on 
tlic records of the settlement, or how the provision that each cultivator is to 
he liable only for the demand assessed on his own land,” is to be carried into 
effect. Tlic collections, when made, are to he paid by certain fixed instalments into 
the local treasury ; and an engagement lor the punctual payment of the village 
Jumma (including “ an additional cess ior the remuneration of the head man or 
representative of his class, and the village putwarree”) is to be taken from the 
1 e) 'l e senta ti ves j oint I}'. 

I(». Tlie next point to be considered is the disposal of the waste land, and 
ibis, as you obsi-rve, is neisber a very i-asy nor an unimportant question. Since 
neither the village commu»uty as a body, nor the iinlividual cultivators, appear 
to advance any claim of property in the uncultivated lands, they would seem to 
be at the absolute di-jiosal ol’ Government, in any manner which may be deemed 
mo.st expedient. Tiic only positive opinion which you express is, that " the 
Govenuucnl .shall not, wiuiiu the term of the settlement, be entitled to enhance 
its demand ujion a village, owing to the occupation and cultivation of waste,” 
and you suggest as a desirable and fair arrangement, that the waste should be 
allotted to the several classes of occupants in proportion to the extent of their 
cultivated lands, to be held on the same tenure us those lands are held. 

11. Adverting to the state o< anai;.ny and confusion in which you describe 
these districts to have been when transferred to your management, we conceive 
that it may be practicable to establish, in some tracts of this waste land, a clear 
projirietivi y right on the part of the Government, without any infringement of 
the rights of any others. 

lli. Even in this case, however, it ought to be conceded in respect to waste 
lands situated contiguous to the cultivated land of a village, that such village 
shall Jins'll ss as much as their existing stock will enable them now to break up, in 
luldition to the area which every village community in India must have re¬ 
maining w aste, for the common pasture of their stock; or the quantity to be 
.-is'-ignod, exclusive of the necessary extent of common, might be as much as 
the village community would engage to break up within a period of three 
yc..'-s. 

With regard to the remainder, we are very desirous that you should 
consider and report to us without unnecessary delay, on what terms the best 
calculated for the introduction of British capitalists, you are of opinion it might 
be practicable to dispose of it. 

14. We should haVe had no objection, as an experiment, to sanction the 
alienation in perpetuity to any persons of substance and respectability of land 
belonging to the Government, upon condition of the application of a certain 
amount of capital to the cultivation of the most valuable products of the soil, 
although perhaps easy terms of long lease, such as for a period of 20 or 30 
years, might at present attract British capitalists of energy and substance* but 
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the disfricts of the Nizam, assigned to ns by the treaty of 1do not belong 
to our Government, and, therefore, with respect to them we have not tlie power 
of alienation. 

15. The intent and object of the proposed system appears to be (as seems Note, para. C3. 
indeed to be admitted by Mt. Edraonstone), an attempt to combine a ryotwar 
assessment with a raouzaliwar mode of management, with the view of getting 
rid of the minute and inquisitorial interference with the affairs of the cultivators 
which the former system is supposed to involve. It i.s admitted that the village 
communities, although traces of them are everywhere to be found, are not in a 
sufficient state of cofhpleteness to allow of the enforcement of the rule of joint 
and several responsibility for the revenue, as is provided for in the North-West . 
Province.s. As a substitute for this, however, it is proposed that the elected 
head men, who are to be representatives, not of the whole village, but of 
separate %nd distinct classes of occupants, should nevertheless engage jointly for 
the whole jumina ; but as there is no coHimunity of iuterc^t, and each occupant 
(including, we presume, the head men themselves) is to bo *• liable only for 
the demand assessed on his own laud," and no more, it docs not appear bow the 
wliolc jiimma of the villauc is to he made good in the event of default on the 
part of individual occupants. We are aware that defaulters are to be liable to 
ejectment, and to the transfer of their interest by sale or otherwise, to any one 
who may be willing to liquidate the balance and engitge for the land ; but it may 
ol'ten happen, especially where unoccupied land exists to so large an extent, 
that no one uiii be ailling to take upon himself the liabilities of the defaulter; 
and in tliis case, there seems to be no source from which the whole jumma of 
the village, for which t!ie head ncen have engaged jointly, can be made up. 

K). 'fhe proposed head men would in no respect take the place of tlu! luin- 
beidars of tlic North-West Provinces, who engage for and on behalf of the whole 
body of ryots, the whole body being jointly and .severally responsible for the 
payment, in certain delmerl i)ropoitiou.s, of the whole village juinrna. 'riiey are 
rather iu the positioii of the salaried otlicers on the (Collector’s establishment in 
ryotwar districts, who, while they collect the revenue from the cultivator.s, arc 
not held answerable lor defaulters. It would be desirable, and may he; prac¬ 
ticable, to arrange with the potall or other head man of the village that all 
collections should he made through him, and tliat so long as the jumma of his 
village i.s iiaicl by the stipulated instalments info the local treasury, no inter¬ 
ference on the part of the revenue officers would he permitted, and the ryots 
wouhl he left to manage their alfairs in their own way during the term of the 
settlement. ’I’his course might probably lead, in the end, to the voluntary estab¬ 
lishment of a kind of joint responsibility among the ryots themselves. But 
where no such joint responsibility exists, and there is no comrnuntity of interest 
and feeling among the cultivators, it appears to us impossible that cases of default 
in the payment of revenue, <lisputes as to the occupation of W’aste, and many 
other similar questions, can be dealt uith satisfactorily without calling in the aid - 
of the revenue officer. 

17. We are therefore of opinion that the proposed scheme for the revenue 
administration of thc.se districts has not received sufficient consideration, and 
that your object iu revising it should be to construct one which shall be .suited 
to the actual condition and requirements of the people with whom you have to 
deal, and which can be efficiently worked with the materials which you have at 
command, rather than with reference to the supjiosed rherits or defects of the 
systems which have been adopted in other parts of India. All the. revenue 
settlement.s which have been effected of late years, or which are in contemplation, 
have proceeded on the principle of determining, in the fir-st instance, the amount 
to be demanded from the individual cultivators ; and that point being fixed, it 
has been left to be decided, according to the usages, wishes, and circumstances of 
the people, whether, as u matter of jiolicy or convenience, the collection of the 
revenue should be effected by a direct demand on the ryots themselves, as in 
Madras and Bombay, or by employing some intermediate agency, such as the 
representatives of the village communities or talookdars, as in the Punjab and 
the North-Western Provinces. 

18. We do not desire by these observations to discourage you from attempting, 
if you should still consider such a plan of administration best suited to the cir- 
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cumstances of the people, to introduce a combined scheme of village management 
and ryotwar or fieldwar assessment into the assigned districts. We shall be 
anxious to receive the matured opinion of Mr. Maltby on the subject, after he 
shall have had sufficient time to make himself fully acquainted with the condition 
and circumstances of the country under his charge. We desire that you will 
furnisli him, for his information only, with a copy of our despatch of the I7th 
of December last (No. 17) to the Government ol Fort St. George, on the subject 
of the revision of the assessment about to be undertaken in the districts subject 
to that Presittency. 

19- W’^e entirely agree with you that the execution of the revenue settlement 
should be confided to a separate class of officers, ti> be hereafter appointed, and 
that tljis duty should not be added to the labours, already sufficiently arduous, of 
the Deputy Conimissioiiers. 

20. The next subject to which your instructions relate is the settlement of the 
huqs or perquisites of village and district officers, and the deh sadur, or village 
expenses. 

21. W'e arc not prepared to admit the correctness of your conclusion tliat the 
pergunuiih offices (those of Deshmook, Deshpandya, &c.) were not in their origin 
hereditary, although it appears that they required in all cases, when under the 
sway of the Mahrattas, the confirmation of the ruling power. The right of 
investigating claims to offices of this description, and of confirming the claimants 
in their possession, when they are enabled to produce valid titles, has accordingly 
passed to our Governn)ent. I’hc holders may appear to have long ceased to 
perform any real iluty, but it should be ascertained w'hether this has arisen from 
the condition ot anarchy which has been described having subverted the ordinary 
system of administration, or from the actual incapacity of the incumbents. The 
sudden discontinuance of their emoluments would be a harsh measure, and would 
probably plunge most <>f tliose who have hitherto enjoyed them into absolute 
poverty. We approve, therefore, ot your having authorised the grants subject to 
your sanction, to all such as can prove the possession of office for a series of 
years (from to fiO), or whenever there may be reasonable grounds for 
abstaining from jminediate de})rivation of a provision for life, either in land or 
in money, equivalent t(} 5 per cent, on the revenue of the talooka, on which they 
possess a claim. 

22. The remuneration to be assigned to the village officers (potails and put- 
warrees), and the amount to be allowed as deh sadur or village expenses, are to 
be inquired into and detevinined at the time of the settlement, by the (dheers 
engaged on that duty. 

23. No information is aflbrdcd in these papers as to the extent or value of the 
lands held as jageer, cuain, Stc. We entirely agree with you, that all claims to 
exiniption from the payment of revenue, as well as all claims to money 
allowances, should be investigated and decided with all practicable expedition. 
The eases of laud held rent-free for service by the potails, putwarrees, and 
villUi-M' si rvants, are to be reported by the settlement officers in classified lists, 
to be disposed of by the competent authorities, according to rules similar to 
those which w ere laid down for the guidance of the officers in the Punjab. All 
other claims are to be at once taken in hand by the Deputy Commissioners, and 
rejjorted, with the opinion of the Resident, for your decision. 

24. The instructions which you have issued for tlie establishment of the 
village and district police, on much the same system and scale as they exist in 
the Punjab, appear to us to be proper. 

25. The immediate introduction of our police into the Surfi Khas jaghires, 
(estates of which the revenue management is specially reserved to the Nizam 
and his officers), has been properly directed, the cost of the establishment being 
chargeable to the revenues of the assigned districts. The imporlance of either 
inducing the Nizam to exchange these talooks for others not geographically 
incorporated with the assigned districts, or committing the fiscal management of 
them to our officers, tlie actual revenues being paid into his tr^sury, is so great, 
that notwithstanUiog tlie repugnance which his Highness is stated to have 
evinced to such a course, we agree in the propriety of your instruction to the 

Resident 
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Resident to open a negotiation, with the view of endeavouring to settle the 
question on one or other of those bases. 

26. On the arrival of the Deptity Commissioners in their districts, it appears 
that they found no courts of any description for the administration of civil 
justice. Those oflScers immediately set themselves to supply this obvious and 
great deficiency, which was accomplished by the establishment of rnoonsifls’ 
courts. In the absence, however, of any instructions from the Resident for 
their guidance, the judicial powers entrusted to the moonsifijs, tlieir mode of 
procedure, and even the law which they were to administer, differed in all the 
divisions. 

27. This diversity of practice it was of course necessary to correct at once, 
and you have proposed to effect that object by aboli.shing the moonsifls’ courts, 
and transferring their powers to the tehseeldars, or officers holding that position 
in the assigned districts, to be exercised under rules similar to those whieli have 
been provided for the conduct of civil judicial proceedings in the l*unjab. Before 
absolutely directing this change, wc think it would have been well to have 
ascertained by local inquiry, whether the tehseeldars or other officers occupying 
that ])Osition in the assigned districts are, as a class, competerrt by their previous 
habits and acquirements, and by freedom from pressure of other duties, to 
discharge judicial functions, equally with officers of a similar rank in the I’linjah. 

28. The same want of uniformity lias prevailed in the administration of 
criminal as in that of civil justice. You have defined the powers to he (ivercised 
by the Judicial Commissioner, the Deputy Commissioners, the Assistant (’om- 
niissioucrs, and the extra Assistants ; and yon have directed the observance of 
the, spirit of the Bengal Regulations, and the adoption of rules of piocedure 
similar to those provided for the Punjab. The question of entrusting to the 
officers in the position of tehseeldars, authority to try criminal cases of minor 
importance, has been left for future determination. In finally deciiling on the 
manner in which justice, both civil and criminal, shall be administered l>v the 
subordinate functionaries, we desire that the principles laid down in our judicial 
de.<patch of the 24th September last (No. 41), may not be lo.'st sight of, and vve 
would particularly call your attention to paras. 12 and 22 of that despatch. 

20. With respect to jails, you propose that there should b one at the head¬ 
quarters of each district, sufficiently commodious to receive the whole of the 
annual average of [irisoners, and constructed in all the districts on one apfiroved 
plan. We trust that in erecting thc.se jails, care will be taken to afford to each 
prisoner the space stated by the Medical Board to be absolutely ncccssarj^; viz. 
.'500 cubic feet. 

30. The question as to the language to be aaopted for purposes of business 
and record is to be determined after the receipt of a report on the subject from 
the Resident, the information before you as to the existing practice in tlic several 
divisions not b(‘ing sufficiently complete to enable you to arrive at a decision on 
that point. 

31. As it is probable that, for some time at least, the revenues of the assigned 
districts will not be sufficient to supply the means of providing for their material 
improvement, it will be necessary for the British Government to advance the 
requisite funds. Jails, cutcherries and other edifices which are necessary for the 
transaction of public business must be regarded as part of the ordinary expenses 
of management, and as such are chargeable on the ordinary revenues. .Some 
expenditure for the formation and improvement of the means of communication, 
beyond what will be supplied from the one per cent, road fund, will also be 
required. Should the British Government be called on to defray the cost of 
these works in the first instance, you propose that the amount should remain as 
a debt, to be recovered as the revenues improve, interest at 0 per cent, being 
chargeable until its liquidation. 

32. Whether a different course should be pursued,*as you propose, in the case 
of reproductive works, such as works of irrigation, requires further considera¬ 
tion. This, and all other questions connected with the ultimate adjustment of 
accounts with the Nizam, will be disposed of hereafter in the Political Depart¬ 
ment. 
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33. In the meantime we desire that distinct accounts may be kept of all expen¬ 
diture on public works ol' whatever description. In regard to works of irrigation, 
or others of a reproductive rharacter, we tiiink that, in order to prevent the pos¬ 
sibility of cavil or dispute hcreatter, the increased receipts should not be taken, 
as has hitherto been the practice in the Madras district, in the form of an 
enhanced rate of assessment on the irrigated land, but in that of a distinct 
M'ater rent, as is the case in the North-West Provinces. The ordinary assessment, 
which the land would bear in its unimproved condition, and the amount received 
as water rent, sabjeet to the charges for establishments and repairs, should be 
shown in separate accounts, so that no doubt cun exist as to the actual advantage 
derived from tlie construction of the works in question. 

34. The instructions which you have issued relative to the medical school at 

Hyderabad, the erection of a hospital at the Residency, and the establishment 
of dispensaries in the assigned disti-icts, have our approval. • 

3'). The lalook establishments vary materially in tiie several districts, both in 
the number ol jiersous em[)loy< d and in the rates of pay assigned to them. You 
have pro[)erly directed the Resident to submit fresh lists for your sanction, 
framed, as far as practicable, on tlie model of those which have been found suffi¬ 
cient in the Punjab. 

36. In our Political dcsi)atch, dated the 5th March (No. 14) 1856, paras. 14 
and 15, we sanctioned the appointment of a Judicial and Financial Commis¬ 
sioner, to control, under the general superintendence of the Resident, the civil 
administration of the assigned districts. You inform us, in your letter of the 
17t.h .hine (No. 67), that you have appointed Mr. Francis N. Maltby, of the 
Madras Civil Service, to that olliee, and you transmit a copy of a resolution 
detining the ])c)wers to be exercised respectively by the Judicial and Revenue 
Commissioner and by the Resident at Hyderabad, the latter of whom must, 
under the terms of the tn aty, superintend the administration of the assigned dis¬ 
tricts. 'I'he rules laid tie wn for the guulance of the Commissioner appear to us 
to be judicious and proper. 

37. The reduction of tlie number of Deputy Commissioners from five to four 
by the union of (he tw’o divisions of the Raiehore Doab, at the salaries given in 
the margin,* so as to afiord to you the means c,f promoting deserving officers, is 
approved, as is also the e.stablishnient of six A.ssistant Commissioners, and of 12 
extra Assistant Commissioners, of which latter, six will be employed on the 
special duty of settlement officers. 

38. We approve entirely of '''c Jihandonment (in common with all other fron¬ 
tier duties) of the jiiiohetra, or fro.itier duty on salt. The salt thus imported 
has already paid the excise duty in Bombay, and ought not again to be subjected 
to taxation. 

33. The retention of the ahkaree, under improved arrangements, and the aboli¬ 
tion of the mohturfa, are also approved. We have authorised the general abolition 
of the latter tax throughout the Madras Presidency (where alone it continues to 
he levied) in our despatch dated the 5th November last (No. 17) 1856. 

40. Tlie projected establishment of town duties for municipal purposes, and 
for the maintenance of a town police, in the manner which has l3een so eminently 
successful in the Punjab, is a measure which well deserves to be carried into 
i5xecution. 

41. 'J’hc information furnished in the Resident's “Memorandum” as to the 
Uv tual financial results of the first year of our occupation, and the probable 
results for the future, is so confused and defective, that we observe you have 
j-efrained altogether from alluding to those results in your review of that paper. 
Mr. Edmonstone, in bis “ Note,” paras. 143 to 158, has striven to collect into 
one view the materials scattered over the “ Memorandum” and it Appendices, 
from which some opinion on these points might be formed; but the materials are 

still 


* One Deputy CommiB.^ionpr at 1,600 rupees per month ; two Deputy Commissioners at 1,200 rupees 
per month ; one Deputy (.’pi-aoiBsionor at 1,000 rupees per month. 
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still so imperfect, that we can arrive at no more definite conclusion than that the 
revenues of the assigned districts will not, for some time at least, be more than 
sufficient to defray the charges properly debitable to them, and that no surplus 
api)licable to the payment of the principal of the debt can for the present be 
expected. 

42. The local revenue year had commenced some days prior to the transfer of 
the country to our officers, and the settlement, such as it was, had been made by 
the servants of the Nizam, by whom also a portion of the year’s, revenue had 
been collected. The Deputy Commissioners could, therelore, only endeavour to 
protect the interests of Government, and to collect so much as, with a due regard 
to moderation and justice, could be deniatuled from the ryots; and this object 
they appear to have exerted themselves actively, and with much success, to 
attain. 

43. In conclusion, we have only to state, that wo concur cordially in the 
thanks which you directed to be conveyed to the Deputy Commissioners (as 
named in para. 3), “ for the zeal, the ability, and the industry wdth which they 
liave laboured, under circumstances of great difficulty and of some discourage¬ 
ment,” jn the administration of the districts committed to their charge. 

44. We take this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of the paragraphs 
noted in the margin* relative to revenue arraugoments in the assigned districts, 
which have been transferred to this dejiartment, but which do not now call for 
remark. 

W’e are, &c. 

(signed) li. I). Mangles, 

London, G May 1857. F. Currie, 

&c. &c. 


Public Works Department, 9 .July (No. 16) 1850. 


Public Branch* 


Our Governor-General of India in Council. 


Para. 1. Wk how proceed to reply to the letters noted in the margin,f relating 
to the budgets of'putilic works proposed for execution in the several Presidencies, 
and in the different divisions of territory directly subject to your Government, 
during the year 1855-56. 

2. In your instructions to the subordinate Governments providing, in accord¬ 
ance with our orders on the subject, for the submission of the annual budgets, it 
W'as directed that the budgets should consist of tvo statements : the first con¬ 
taining projects of new w'orks, for which, on account of the large amount of the 
estimated cost, the sanction of superior authority was specially reejuired, and 
showing both the total estimated expense and the sum proposed to be expended 
on each work during the year; the second comprising all works which had already 
received sanction, whether from us, from your Government, or from the local 
Government, and e.\hibiting, in successive columns, the expenditure already 
incurred, that proposed for the year, and that expected to remain for future 
years. 

3. We 


• Foreign Letter, dated 7 November (No. 05) lS.j4, j). 61 ; Foreign Letter, dated 10 iMtireh 
(No. 20) 1856, p. 60 to 62, 60 to 68, 74 to 70 ; Foreign Letter, dated 8 September (No. 61) 1856, 
p. 43 and 44 ; Foreign Letter, dated 22 Noventher (No. 64) 185.5, p. 02 and 63, 07 umi 08; Foreign 
Letter, dated 2 Juno (No. 00) 1850, p. 03 to 06, 110 and 120. 

f India Public Works Letters, dated 23 June (No. 16) 1866; daied 0 July (No. 20) 1865} 
dated 24 August (No. 26) 1865; dated 24 August (No. 27) 1805 ; dated 24 August (No. 28) 1856 I 
dated 14 September (No. 30) 1856 ; doted 14 September (No. .32) 1856; dated 6 October (No, 34) 
1865; dated 6 October (No. 36) 1888; dated 12 Oetober (No. 30) 1855; dated 26 October 
(No. 88) 1866; dated 16 November (No. 40) 1856; Budgets of Public Works for execution in 
1866-60. 
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Bengal. 


4 , 17,404 rupees 
Jessorc iload, 
1 , 00,000 rupees. 

Works in State¬ 
ment No. 2 , 
33 , 82,966 rupees. 


North-Western 

Provinces. 


We shall first review, in succession, the statements received bj yon under 
the above orders, and your proceedings on them, so far as relates to the works 
sanctioned, and to the amount of expenditure aut^rised; and shall then make 
such remarks as seem to be called for on the general question of the preparation 
and submission of these important documents. 

4. Statement No. 1 of the Bengal Budget contained nine projects, involving 
an estimated cost of 33,51,298 rupees, or 28,08,298 rupees if the less expensive 
of the two designs which had been prepared were selected for the General Treasuiy 
building. 

5. Under the opinion expressed by us as to the building referred to, the item 
was altogether struck out of the budget, and the same course was followed on 
various grounds with respect to the building for the Presidency College, and for 
the (’ollege of Civil Engineering, and to the metalling of the Tumlook Road. 
You sanctioned the expenditure noted in the margin* for the works specified, and 
retained iu the budget, pending our orders, the new Post-office building (esti¬ 
mated at 3,23,782 rupees), and the road from Calcutta to Jessore at an estimated 
cost of 4,17,204 rupees. You will have learnt from our despatch dated 26th 
February (No. 4) 185(1, that we have not .sanctioned the design for the Post-office. 
We have provisionally approved the formation of the road from Jessore, contin¬ 
gent on tiic failure of any satisfactory railway project, and the amount may stand 
in the budget, subject to the revised estimate now under preparation. 

6. I he amount jtroposed to be expended on the works contained in Statement 
No. 2 was 33,82,9(i(> rupees ; but the additions of the several heads show u discre¬ 
pancy of 1,862 rupees from Lient.-eolone! Goodwyn’s summary, which should not 
have been allowed to occur. This expenditure had all been provided Ibr by 
previous sanction, except the 3,00,000 rupees to be spent on the Dacca and Arracan 
Hoad, of which, though the general design had been approved, no estimate had 
been submitted; and a large proportion of the sum of 6,67,372 rupees, the amount 
of proposed expeudituc' on the repair and extension of embankments. You very 
jjropcrly allowed this item to stand, and we appro ve your orders for the imme¬ 
diate preparation of estimates in the first case, and for the separation in future, 
as regards embankments, of the cost of repairs from that of new works. 

7. The total amount to bo expended in 1855-56 is thus on works newly pro¬ 
jected, 1,97,434 rupees, and on works previously sanctioned, 33,82,966 rupees, 
making together 35,80,400 rupees f. 

8. The new projects submitted fo! sanction in Statement No. 1 of the Budget 
of the North -Western Provinces consisted of eight works, estimated to cost 
9,31,958 rupees, of which .5,<4 4:,44. ’ ■ upees wereproposed to be c.xpended in 1855-56. 

9. You have sanctioned, on what appear sufficient grounds, the works noted 
in the ?nargin.J You reserved for consideration, in correspondence with tho 
Bengal Government, the erection of new buildings for the opium agency at 
Ghazeepore, amounting to 40,(KM) rupees; and you have submitted for our sanction 
proposals for the c uistruction of a bridged and metalled road from Meerut to 
Roorkce, for the bridging of the portion of the Great Deccan road already 

metalled. 


Futimated Cott. 


Tit b.- Cvp-tiitiiJ 111 
1856-66. 

fo. 

30,000 

34,000 

33.434 

Custom-housi' sheds - 
Cutchsrry at Pubna 
{ Cutoherry at Bbaugulpore - 

fo'. 

30,000 

34,000 

38,434 

t Total entimated expenditure on new works in Bengal in 1855-66,35,80,400 rupeee. 

li^ttmated Co«t, 


To be Xxpandedia 
1886-66. 

nr 

],-.il,US4 

83,860 

60,000 

43,SSS 

Wells on the Grand Trunk Road - ..... 

Kylas Canal in Rohilcund . - * 

Manp'o Graft plantation on Ganges Canal .... 
Kaisiiu; u0.1 bridging road from the Jubbulpora to Kuttenghee 

fo. 

71,000 

60,000 

SO,000 
S3,86S 
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metalled, and for the raising and metalling of the remainder of that road between 
Jubbiilpore and Nagpore. 

10 . We fully recognise the importance and economy of connecting Roorkee, 
from which the various departments in the North-Western Provinces are now 
supplied to so great an extent with tools and instruments, with the other districts 
of the Presidency; and we accordingly sanction the construction of the road 
projected with that object.* We have, as you remark, constantly evinced our 
sense of the importance of the Great Deccan Road, and our readiness to sanction 
any v’eU-considered measures for its improvement. W'e authorise the construc¬ 
tion of the bridges now proposedf on the portion of the line between Mirzapore 
and .Tubbulpore; and we approve, under the circumstances, of the permission 
accorded to the Lieutenant-governor to proceed with the bridge over the Parry at 
Nuddec in anticipation of our orders. We observe that several large rivers on 
this roadt which do not appear, however, to present serious obstacles to traffic, 
will still x-einain unprovided with bridges. We sanction the estimates for raising 
and metalling the portion of the Great Deccan lioadj between .Jubbnlpore and 
Kamptee, and, in compliance with your reque.st, we give you general authority 
to take measures for the bridging of tlds division, on tlie understanding that 
estimates are to he framed previously to the commencement of the work, and 
forwarded to us for final approval. 

] i. The intended expenditure on works in Statement No. 2, as per margin,§ is 
stated byyou to amount to24,72,308 rupees, including 8 , 00 , 000 rupees for military 
buildings, previou.sly sanctioned in anticipation of the estimates, which you have 
rc((uested the Lieutenant-governor to submit without delay. In an examination 
of the totals of this statement, we find that the total uniuunt of estimates sanc¬ 
tioned is 24,14,594 rupees, while the amount expended is stated at 137 lacs, the 
discrepancy appearing to arise in great measure from the mode in which the 
expenditure ou the Ganges (.!aual is entered in the statement. In the column 
also of “ To be expended in 1855-50,"’ eight lacs are inserted for tuccavee, and 
the eight lacs proposed for barracks are omitted : moreover, the addition of this 
column should be 24,72,308 rupees, instead of 24,71,708 rupees. This statement 
has the signature of Mr. Muir, the Secretary to the Government of the North- 
Western Lroviuces, but it never could have been properly verified. 

12 . '1 he ])roposcd expenditure in 1855-50, on works in Statement No. l,has been 
shown to be 4,84,444 rui>ees ; and that on works in No. 2 is taken at 24,72,308 
rupees; tin- total amount to bo expended is therefore;, within the year, 29,50,752 
rup«!cs.l| M'e obs<‘rve that \ou are of opinion that a considerable portion of the 
expense in constructing the wells on the Grand Trunk Road may probaldy be 
“ borne by w(;althy natives, who will be glad to come; forward with tlieir money 
for the purjiosc, their names beitig recorded on tablets on th(; wells constructed 
at their expense.” It is always our desin;, as you arc aware, that the natives 
should be encouraged to co-operate in works designed for the good of the 
country, and we have accordingly received with much gratification tlie above 
expression of your opinion. 

10. In reference to the |)ublic works carried on in the Punjab, we have read Punjab, 
with surprise and displeasure the following extracts from a letter, dated 
22d May 1855, from Lieutenant-colonel liaker, secretary to the Government of 
India, in the department of Public Works, to the Commissioner in the 
Punjab :— , 

” I am 


• Eatirnatcd wmt •i,ltl,62S riipvcB; Itoorkec Koad; to be expended in ISCC-OK, 1,00,000 rupees, 
t Estimated cost 1,1(5,-SOS rupees; bridges on 1st division of Great Deccan Road ; to be expended 
in 18.‘i5-66, 84,603 rupees. 

:|: Estimated cost 3,50,846 rupees; raising and metalling 2d portion of Great Deccan Road; 
to be expended in 1636-66, 1,33,000 rupees. 

§ Works in Statement No. 3, 34,72,808 rupoea. 

Total RUictioued. Expended. 1 - 

jBs. 24,14,394 18,70,714 | 34,71,708 1 3,43,3.86 

II Total estimated e.xpenditurc ou new works in the Nortli-Western Provinces in 1866-66, 
29,60,763 rupees. 
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■•No. 5*5- 


t I''i:l)niary Kl 
Murrli „ 

.\|>ril „ 

I'oTAt. - 


“ I am directed to state, that the Honourable the President in Council is 
desirous of having before him a statement of the monthly expenditure at pre¬ 
sent being incurred in the construction of public works in the Punjab; his 
Honor in Council being under the impression that the outlay on this account is 
very greatly beyond what the Government has any conception of, and beyond what 
the chief engineer in the Punjab can have the means of properly superintending.” 

Also, the following, being extract from the reply to the above, dated 4tli June 
1855, of Mr. Temple, secretary to the Chief Coramis-sioner, to Lieutenant- 
colonel Baker.:— 

“ From various causes none of the monthly or annual returns prescribed by 
the Government resolution of the 21st April 1854, have been received. The 
Chief Commissioner has had some difficulty in ascertaining accurately the current 
expenditure for public works since the establishment of the department on its 
present footing. Since January last, however, the chief engineer has rendered 
monthly returns of the assignments issued by him on the district treasuries m favour 
of the executive officers. From these statements the Chief Commissioner became 
aware that the expenditure was becoming excessive; and after some conside¬ 
ration, and inquiry, he arrived at the conclusion that some positive clieck on 
existing and contemplated outlays was called for. Consequently, on the 28th 
May, a letter* was addressed to the cliief engineer, which, for various reasons 
given, prescribcil, that fur the present no assignment or letters of credit were to 
be issued without the jirevious sanction of the Chief Commissioner. A copy of 
this letter is appended, and that will explain all that tlie Chief Commissioner 
can desire to submit on tlie subject. Abstract schedules of assignments issued 
cluriog the past year, and of the probable reqcdreinents of the department in 
cash for tlie next six months, are appeudeti. A statement of the assignments for 
the past three months (that is, tlie quarter of February, March and April), also 
aecoinpauics.t It will be seen that during the past year, just 
closed, no less than 1)4 lakhs have been disbursed, and that the 
chief eP'/ineer proposes to spend 58 lakhs more during the next 
six raoiulis. This latter amount will now, however, it is hoped, 
be grealiy curtailed.” And in a letter from Mr. Temple to Lieu- 
teuiinl-eolonel Napier, dated 28th May 185.5, he is reminded that 
between the li)th April 1854 and 26ih May 18.55, he had been called upon seven 
times for his estimates and monthly assignments, and that, “ although a year has 
elapsed since thi; formation of your department, yet no such return has yet 
lieen received that in regard to expenditure the Commissioner “ is not able to 
acquire any accurate or regular acquaintance w’ith that part of tlie subject;” 
and further, that “ the assignments which you have granted on your own autho¬ 
rity have aggregated a very !■ y s ini, and their current monthly amount shows 
an incieasing ratio. For several months past they have exceeded 10 laklis per 
mensem, and risen even to ].’} or 14 lakhs for works of all kinds, both civil and 
military. .At its present rate, the expenditure of your department will be not 
less than a million and a half sterling per annum.” It hence appears that very 
extensive works have been undertaken without previously well-considered 
estimates, and involving disbursements of so grave an amount as to entail 
financial difficulties; and that the chief engineer, Licutcnant-colonel Napier, has 
given letters of credit or assignments to his suliordinatcs upon the local trea¬ 
suries by his own authority; and when called upon by the Chief Commissioner 
for the returns prescribed by the Regulations, did not furnish them. In conse¬ 
quence, the Commissioner very properly had recourse to the stringent measure 
of directing the local treasuries not to pay assignments without his previous 
sanction, and he limited the maximum monthly disbursemeuts to 5 lakhs, or 
!() lakhs per annum. 


th. (i. 

4,2.’>,2:l(» .1 
I2,c;;,.i20 - 


yf*. sii,.-!-,II 4 


14. We approve of the communications made by Lieutenant-colonel Baker, 
by order of the President in Council, to the Chief Commissioner, regarding the 
non-transmission of the estimates of public works in time for the budget. It is 
indispensably necessary that our orders on the subject should be ri^dly 
enforced. 


15. We observe that ample testimony is borne to the untiring zeal and ability 
of Lieutenant-colonel Napier; but a want of method in matters of account and 
finance, and a negletl of orders with respect to the important matters upon 

which 
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which he has been addressed, neutralise his qualifications as a imblic servant, and 
a continuance of such ncdect will render it necessaiy for you to make other 
arrangements Ibr the due discharge of the duties of bis department, in conformity' 
with ule system proscribed by you. Wc must add, that we cannot accpiit the 
•Chief Commissioner in tlie X’unjab from blame for allowing lliose irregularities 
in so important a branch of the local administration, and must express our sur¬ 
prise that the power of granting assignments on the local treasurers should have 
been at any time allowed to the chief engineer without control by the Chief 
Commissioner. 

16. We now proceed to notice llie proposed disbursements for 1 

The sum asked for by the cliiof engineer, Lieutenant-colonel Napier, was ^ 

1,00,49,SM rupees, ana the proposed expenditure in IHflil-ftO, on works already 
sanctioned or in progress, amounted to the sum of 95,70,534 rupees, classified 
by youV secretary under the following heads:—Military works, 40,00,000 
rupees; road operations, 30*01,011 rupees; canal works, 22,40,000 rupees; 
miscellaueous, 3,38,.523 rupees. For a large proportion of these works no esti¬ 
mates had been submitted by the rluef engineer, the operations ])roercssing 
under the general sanction given to the jirojects, and, as'seeins likely in some 
cases, without any sanction at all. 

17. In passing in review the sums put down for various works, many of thes(\ 
it appears to us, are not of an emergent character, and in others, the cost 
appears very mucli disproportioned to the work :— 

At Mceau Meer, a central cliurcli, 40,000 rupees; Alooltan new fort, 2,97,490 
rupees; Methan Kote viaduct, 1,00,781 ru|)ees; Sealkote female hospital, Her 
Alajchty’s 27th Regiment, 80,000 rujiccs ; Scalkolc married barracks, 1,47,148 
rupees; Sealkole permanent privies, 75,2.50 rupees; Peshawtir school, serjoants 
mess, and canteen, 58,593 rupees; besides 6 lacs for barracks. Meean Meer, 

12 single cesspool privies, 64,000 riypees; Kussowlic, four doulde-storicd 
barracks, and one married men’s barrack and hospital, ;t,47,00(t rupees; 

Dugshai prison cells, 02,324 rujtecs; while the new hospital is to cost only 
12,929 rupees for medical staff and convicts. The total of the columns of tlin 
general abstract for estimates of works in Statement 7, is 1..01,(10,.570 rupees, 
and, as UK) lacs is asked for 185.5-5(i, we infer that 91 lacs have nlieady been 
exjiendwl on tbe several works. The Chiof Clomuiissioncr says (4th June 185.5,) 
that assignments upon the local treasuries by Lieutenant-colonel Napier in 
1854-55 were 94 lacs, and for the months of Fchmary, Marcli, and April, 

20,32,005 rupees. 

18. When the budget came before you on the 10th July 1855, its tabular 
form was that of 1864, which had been set aside by that of Augjtst 1854, and 
the number and onlev of the statements were irregular. \'ou saw no reason to 
modify tlje decision previously pronouncc<l as to the amount to he expended on 
public works in the Punjab, in any one year; iind you accordingly fixed 
00,00,000 rupees as the limit of expenditure for 1855-50.* The Baree Doah 
canal works, which had been sanctioned on regular estimate, were ordered to 
be carried on without interruption: on tlic Lahore and Peshawur Road, whose 
roughly estimated cost is a crore, or 4,000/. a mile, and on any otlier un- 
estiraated work it was decided that all operations, but such as might bn ^ 
indiUpensabie, should be stopped till arrears of accoouts of past works, and 
estimates for further portions, should have been eompicted; and the less urgent, 
half of the military works was ordered to be postponed till the succeeding year. 

It was expected that by these means forty lacs of rupees would not be required, 

.and that the total expenditure would thus be brought within the specified 
limit. 

19. The works contained in the budget of public works for the Siraits Straits SettlcraeM*. 
Settlements consisted of a new Protestant church, estimated at 1,20,932 rupees, 

or, by using convict labour, at 40,000 rujiees j a new court •house, and a new 
Government liouse. * 

20. You 


• Tot«l itttettded oxpeadittirt on works in tbe Putysb in ISSO-.UI, 00,00,000 riippes. 
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Ppru 011(1 Mar- 
talmn, and Tcnns- 
stiiini. 


^izom'a Ansigiicd 
Dlitlictj. 


Mttdrab. 


20. You ssanrtioned the Chtimates for the cluirch and the court-house; post- 
imncd, in the absence of a jilan und estiniati-, the project for a new Government 

' house; and authorised live erection of a new post-oflice (at an estimated cost of 
18,288 rupees’),* stated to be greatly required, and only withheld from tlio 
budget by the (lovernor, on arcounl of the g(eater supposed urgency of the 
other woi'Ks. 

21. No eKpeudituie on view works previously sanctioned seems to be nsfuired 
in the Sir.iit.s f^eillenients in infi'i-oG, and llio total .sum to be expended in that 
year is linuled lo *111,000 rupees, I 

22. You remark, lliat (hr statement forwarded by the Commissioner of Pegu 

“was iueomplelc us a tiu're list uf woi ks, and was useless as a linaiicial state- 
xnenl, owing to numerous and important omissions,’' We greatly regret the 
iiiijiossiliiliU of inclndjng ni the general sketcli oi the expenditure proposed 
iliionghoul India lor iH.'io-.'iO, the exjK'eted cost oi the numerous and expensive 
works in piogre's m Pegu. We with yon, however, that under the 

eireunistaiKis, a eomjvlele budget was iiol lu have been expci’ted; and we join 
ill tlie liojK' tliat cxeitioiis will he nuwlc to introduce method and order into 
the depaitincnt, and that lull lulonualion nui) be suppheil in next year’s 
hudeet 

23. No works seem to have been m progress under the ('omnjissioner of Mar- 
lahan and Teuas^irini, and no matured projects were suhmiltod for sanction; 
ami the ('ominissionei seems to tlimk llicywill he contined tor some time lo 
roacK iind ‘he eleetiie tclegrajili M e observe that you have aiilborLscd a 
ttqioi’iajih'c.il survey of the. eoniitiv between Alc'rgiii and Afoulmeiii, with a 
view lo the fc.nnalioii ot a fiist-ela"-' road tlirouirhoul the length of tiio (wo 
jirovimes. pAtiiiiates lor this woik will of course ajijvear ni a future budget, 
should the [iiojcet on cxiuniiiatioii he tound to he practieahlc. 

24. 'I'lie slateiiieiit dmiittod bv the. ivsideiit at Hydeiabaci were- very miper- 
leet, both as to sulistai e and torin .iiicl as no eiigiiiceriug esiahlishineiit has yet 
been oigiuii'C,d toi the assigned chstnets, eoinplete returns were not lo have 
been exjxetecl. 

2.'i. You very |)rop'>rlv ic>fusrd lo sanelion any considerable expenditure on 
roads, till the* best lines could be selected by a eompc'teril engineer oflicer ; and 
the works authorised tor the year IOo-'i-hti. estimated m the aggregate to cost 
l,3],d.'t2 lujHcs, eon.sist tor the most pari c.) otheiaJ buildings. 

2(!. 1’he budget .suLiiiiltccl by the Madras Goveumient contained in list No. 1 
ol new works, a jiroposcd uu of 2li,1.’>,.‘}.Sl ruptes, and in list No. 2 ot 
saneiioiud works, of 7r>, ,'>(), 1 o lujx es, ot which ,‘i2,S4,41i8 rupee's had been already 
hud out. It w.is proposeci to exjii riel on woiks in this list, in lK55-.5ti, the sum 
of riijiees; and on those iii list No. I of new works, it was proposed 

to lav out ir.i'h.dr.v iiipecs, irakiiig a total proposed outlay iii 185.'i-5(i, of 
yl,.')lM7'.) rupees, with a iutiire outlay ol 17,21,7<i!> rupees, making a total, with 
flic aimmiit aheadv exjiencled, of 1,01,05,441) rupees, lii statement No. 1. 
Tw'enl\-lom m vv ]iro)eels rei|Uiied the sanction of sujierior authority, the greater 
lunnbcr ot the-m being ol coiisider.vhle imjvortance, and their total estimated cost 
20, lh,3M ni])et.s. 

27. The ^anetion of two ol Ihe proposeci works, viz., the formation of a direct 
road from Maihus to Cudihijiah ; and the constiaielion of an anuicut for purposes 
of irrigation cm the Huggry River, in JJellary, was postponed by you on the 
ground, as regards the first project, of the uneerlaiiity as lo the construction of 
i railroad in the general direction of Ouddapaii; and as regards the second, of 

the 


'* U'ot 1 

. 

T« bo «X]waii«d in 

( 0*1 


1800-00. 

i{>. 


R*. 

40,0011 

.Now chorrii ......... 

30,000 

:).'.,o()fi 

Courl-hoiiuo ......... 

10,000 

1S,2S8 

PoBt-offics! • ...... (aisumed) 

10,000 


f Tutul tsliniutcid expcnaUiii'p on woiks in tho Straito Bottlenicnts in t8S5-S0, 40,000 rupcas. 





tb6 iii<Sbiif!(l^T^fW^©f tti« in|‘^*'roatton^w Government had been 

in a |ji«i^& X®n also declined sanction an item of IjOO^-OOO 

lupeee en ^cl>»nf of Lrel^ttenant Haig’s expedyitiotl to the Upper Godavery. The 
amount to diaVe hecn applied for, under a misapprehension or forgetful¬ 

ness of the immc<^ate objects of Lieutenant Haig’s deputation, which, besides the 
executioif of the small works specifically sanctioned on tJie recommendation of 
Major Frederick Cotton, were intended to he liiriited to examination and inquiry, 
as the basis of future operations. We are desirous that these preliminary 
objects should be accomplished in u thoioughly elficicnt manner, and fund's 
should be supplied for the purpose. When it shall have been a.scertained, after 
complete investigation, what results may be cspected from operation.s on 
the bed of the river, and what the probable expen.se of such operations wdll 
be, you will then be in a position to decide under the authority we have 
convened to you on the plan whjeh tnaj' ^be best adapted for carrying out the 
important object of rendering practicable the navigation of the river. In the 
meantime, we apy^rove the fcenor of your instructions to the Madras Government. 

28. The projects noted in the margin,* amounting in the aggregate to 12.10,242 
rupees, received your sanction, either i.mder the ordinary powers ve.sted in you, 
or under the general sanction given by ns to the prosecution of particular works. 
Of the above estimate it was proposed to expend 7,73,o85 ru])ces in tlie year 
18o.'j-56. In this amount is included the (!ost of the Palar and Adyar Canal, to 
which we gave our sanction in our despatch dated 29lh December (No. 105) 
1854, for which you seem to have apjnoved an additional estimate, and which 
you directed should be added to this list of works. The projects enumerated 
seem likely to promote, in \ arving degiet^s, the objects proposed; and we ap¬ 
prove the sanction given to thtan, \^'e notice witli peculiar satisfaction the 
intended improvenicnt of the liarbours of <\>ringa and Coconada, arid wc; agree 
witli Mr. Gi’ant in anticipating great benefit from the application of engineering 
skill and experience to this class of works. 

2l>. The works which, under the rules in force, you necessarily reserved for 
our orders arc estimated to cost in the aggregate 12,11,5)41 rupees, of whicii 
7,65,887 rupees w’^re to be expended in 1S55-5G. They are enumerated in the 
margin,t and to all of them we readilv give our sanction. 

30. The 


^ Total ISotivnaHd 
CoMt, 


To i>e in 


Rs. 

3,16.9»2 

1,00,930 

62,8.38, 

84,630 

40,060 

52,083 

84,906 

50,000 

80,743 


38,000 


86,112 

46,087 

2,21,872 


frrignt.ioii and nnvij>'atto» works in csntrni dolta of fho Godavory 
Bridge over t,lie Kistnii Aiiuiout, at BeywSrah . » . 

tmprovement of Coriiiga Harbour . , - . - 

Iraprovemunt of Coconada Harbour ..... 
Improvement of Palgli.^t and Tricborc Road in Malabar, witli 
Bridges and Bninclics 

Road froni^Cnliour to Pidyliat Head - . . - - 

Gradual iniproveniout of roads in Catmra . - . . 

Bridge over Ptinniar Hiver on Sontlicrn Coast Bond 
Bridge over Hindreo liivor at Kuruool, to connect the town 
and tlie ciintonineuts - ' - 

Bridge over the Coloroon on tbo Soiitberti Hoad (oBtimaU-d 
cost 1,30,000 rupees ; ooiilribution from Pagoda Funds, 
02,0 00 rupees 

Repair and strengthening of Nussarum Aqueduct in llnjalt- 
iiiundry - 

Additional sea groins on laiach at Madras 
Pttlar and Adynr Canal 


Rn. 

2 , 00,000 

1 , 00,000 

02,838 

S4,689 

;j5,ooo 

35,000 

34,006 

25,000 

20,000 


1 &,000 

30,112 
22,000 
1 , 00,000 


1^,19,24% 


lU 7,73,58.5 


Rs. 

2,84.804 

1,17,889 

1,22,367 

79,650 

1,94,834 

2,37,106 

1,46^787 

1,89,664 

^3—Sess. 


Canal between Tooneo ami Samulcotta . - - - 

Canal from Sumutcotta to Coconada - - . . . 

jnnetiott canal from Mogulfcoor to Cooonada - 
Channel 'from Roodoonair to Perikecd - - - - - 

Channel from Perikecd to Dendoloor - - - . - 

Prolongation of canal from Woegoor to Musulipatam 
Chiuit from Kistna Anninut to Kurnool - , - 

Exteneion of ottital from Doogoorauaepatam to Kistnapatum 
, Book-water/ - ■ - . *■ • * r - i 

2. 1> 2 


Rs. 

IgiO.OOO 

1,17,839 

70,000 

79,559 

80,006 

1 , 00,000 

80,000 

69,009 
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30. The projects otMurring first, ftiajth, fifth, and sevefith in order, wiU forfii' 
a coDtiuoous line of water comntufitcktion 182 miles in kngthv fiotn Toon^', ^ 
in the northern part of Uajahmnn^j to Inganampadu, six miles sbuth of 
Guntoor. This line will constitute a pdrtipn of the intend*^ “ ESist Coast CanaJ,” 
the formation of which was suggested by a committee of engineer officers, to 
•whom was entrusted, shortly after the amValof Lord Hams at Madras, the task 
of selecting such public works as might seem most worthy of immediate execu¬ 
tion in that Presidency. We reserve the expression of out opioion on this 
important subject till it comes before us in a more direct manner; but, in the 
mean time, wo sanction tbe construction of the detached portions connected with 
the Ki.stna and Godavery works, as well as of the extension of the canal* from 

■ Doogoorauzepatam to Kistnapalam, which forms part of the same genersd 
design. 

31. The second and third projects, are canals of navigation only, designed to 
connect the coast canal and the other channels in the Godavery delta with 
Coconada; while the prolongation of the Weegotfr channel to Masulipatam, 
besides affording means of irrigiition, will complete the water communication' 
between Masulipatam and Ibramjiatam, which we expressed our desire to see 
effected in our public despatch, dated 27 April (28) 1854. From the remarks 
of Lieutenant-colonel Baker it would appear to be doubtful, whether the double 
objects of irrigation and navigation can be effectually secured, to the extent 
hoped for by the Madras Govenunent, in some of the channels: but there seems 
no reason to doubt that the respective works will prove higlily valuable, even if 
Colonel Baker’s views should be verified, and the advantages realized bo limited 
to the ]irimary purposes contemplated in their formation. 

32. The proposed expenditure on new works already sanctioned, is shown in 
Statement No. 2, to amount to 34,49,705 rupees.j The total amount to be ex¬ 
pended in 1855-56 on works in list No. 1, being 15,39,474 rujiees, the whole 
anticipated expenditure of the year on public works, exclusive of repairs, would 
amount to 49,89,1794 The Madras Government believed that the means of 
effective superintendence would be available for all the works proposed for 
execution, but we tnist you will have satisfied yourselves that these anticipations 
have been verified, and that for such a work, for instance, as improving the tidal 
harbour of Coringa, the aid of an officer of ability, and possessing qualifications 
suited to the peculiar character of the work, has been secured, before operations 
are allowed to bo actually conjrnenccd. You will cause the Government of 
Madras to have a general sketch map, adverted to by the secretary to the 
Government of India m his mettioraudum of the 7tli of May 185?, constructed 
without, delay, and not less than 4o opies sent to us as soon as practicable. 

33. The total cost of sanctioned works and new works i.'* 1,02,33,555 rupees, 
of which it is proposed to expend in 1855-56, 32,30,489 rupees, The new 
works comprised in statement No. 1 of the Bombay ^budget, were fifteen in 
number, and their estimated cost was 18,68,580 rupees. 

34. You thought it necc.ssury to await further information regarding the 
opening out for cart traffic of the road from Peinth to Balsar, before submitting 
the project for our approval; and the same course was resolved on, with regard 
to the proposed construction of barracks and hospitals, for a regiment of 
European infantry, at Colaha. The scheme proposed by Mr. Frere for . a boat 
canal to avoid a dangerous Yapid on tbe Indus, near Bukkur, was considered by 
you too immature for sanction; yoij postponed a decision with regard to an 
. rtillery school at Ahmednugger, pending tbe settlement of a stando^ design 
lor schools generally, and you declined to sanction the grant of 5O,p0O rupees 
to be used at the discretion of the Commissioner in Sind, in the execution (Jf 
emergent jiublic works, which was recommended on the ground of the-shortness 
of the working season in that province, and the dlstnnce of the controlling 
authority. We are of opinion that sufiksent grounds were Ifhown in the.oorrw- 
pondence submitted by the Governmirait of Bombay, for vesting itt the Cefimnis- 

' , sioner 


t Works in Statement No. Q; to ke expended in 1885-6C, 3t,10,705 ropoes. 
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sioneiC in Sin^ some special discretion, as reg^s expenditure pn public works. 
Such a delegation of authority woiild be by hh *neank new as a matter of pfin- 
ciple>, as the revenue officers, at least in the ;|i|tadras and Bpinbay Presidencies, 
are at .pi'esent authorised to incur expenditure, within specified limits, on works 
of public improvement. We think, therefore, that a similar discretionary power, 
to aii: amount suited to the circumstances of the province, might bp conferred on 
the Commissioner in Sind, who should, however, be required to submit a half- 
yearly statement of the manner in vihifli the power in question may have been 
exercised. . ^ ■ . 

35. Your sanction was given to the works enumerated in the margin,* esti¬ 
mated to cost in Ih^ aggregate 4,07,472 rupees, of which it w^as jiroposed to 
expend 2,fi 1,461 rupees in the year 1855-56. We approve the sanction given 
to .the expenditure required to complete the road over the Beweh Ghat, and any 
remarks we may have to make on the proceedings in connection with the work 
will be communicated to the Government of Bombay. The proceedings of that 
government with regard to the church at Hyderabad, do not seem to have been 
in accordance with our orders on the subject of clmrcliTbuilding generally, though 
the Government e.\press an intention of seeking contributions from private 
individuals before finally carrying out the design. It is desirable that a full 
understanding should be come to, as to the sources from which the funds are to 
he provided, before any plan is finally approved by Government; and our 
orders, limiting the contribution of Government to the cost of a plain substantial 
building, and leaving all additional expense to be defrayed from private sources, 
must be constantly acted on. 

3G. The projects to which our sanction is solicited are hunted to the con¬ 
struction of tour bridges on the Toona and Nassuck Road; and a deptSt for 
Government timber on the coast near Colaba to be formed on ground to be 
reclaimed from the sea for the purpose. 

37. We sanction the construction of the proposed bridges on the Poona and 
NassUck Road,t which is a line of great importance, and in which improvements 
have been effected to a considerable extent in recent years. As regards the 
timber depdt, which it is proposed to form at a cost of 1,74,074 rupees, the 
information before us, as to the inconvenience which has resulted from the want 
of such a depot, or, as to the advantages of the particular plan recommended for 
supplying the deficiency, is not sxich as to convince us of the urgency of the 
work. With reference, therefore, to the present great demand for an enlarged 
expenditure on works of undoubted public importance, we desire that the forma¬ 
tion of the proposed dep6t may be suspended till further information on the 
subject has been placed be t ore us. 

38, The intended expenditure on the works comprised yi Statement No. 2, 
amounts to 32,30,489 rupees; but in calculating the outlay on new works, 
1,66,000 rupees may struck off this sum*, on account of “ Extraordinary 
Repairs,” which are included in the statement to an aincnnt exceeding 2,OO,O00 
rupees, of which, it is intended to spend about five-sixths in 1855-56. The 
expenditure on List 2 would thus be reduced to 30,64,489 rupees ; which, added 

to 


* Total Estima^d 
Cost.' 


To be expendtrd iu 


JU. 

s6,668 

68,101 

74,630 

ao,s3s 

26,514 

84,070 

7»,8eB 

60,608 


Compledoo of the road from Horasour to Saasoor - 
litsproviag dud roetalling' a portion of the Agn and Bombay 
Koad -.V - - - - , - 

Ro^d over the Koondalaree Ghiit, between Surat and Mulli- 

. .''kau,di. 

I New dhdrch.a.t Hydembad, in Sind - . . - - 

New cttstOBti-houae wt Kurraeliee 

Attering £ur(^>^ Bamcks at Betxaum . . . . 

Netit harraek^ lor jtbainaniad soldieraof artfik-y at Ahmed- 
'nuggthr - 

Alferationa in{tlie Artillery Barracka at Abniednuggur - • 


JKs. 

30,686 

68,101 

10,000 

35,000 

38,51* 

34,070 

36,000 

80,000 


,: t Tot*t eatiiiaated eo«t4Alt6,61AhlPM4i btidgea on PowHt and Naasuck Rokd} td.be expanded in 
1866^6, t,41,4ii|3 nipeea.'' 
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to the amouut in LUt No 1, sanctioned by us, and by your Government, makes <k 
total sum of 33,(57,863 rupees to be expended on new works In tlw Bombay 
Pn-sidency in 1855*56,* 

30. Thu summary given in the margin f shows the total amount of the pro* 
posed expenditure in all the Piesidench's, as stated by ns in the preceding para¬ 
graphs, which, except as regards the Punjab, is all on account uf new works. 
We Iiavc not included any sum on account of Pc,*!! in this summary, on account 
of the omnion expressed by you as to the chanictcr of the statements received 
by tlie Conimissiouer. We observe, however, that ins the statement drawn up 
in the office of your secretary, of the probable e\penditure in 18.')5-5(i, the out¬ 
lay on works in jirogress in Pegu m assumed at .30,00,637 ru]»eo8. whicli will 
raise the foial amount to 2,40,(5^,331 ru|>ees.| 

40. This amount differs to a considerable extent from that (2,47,48,210 rtf|tces) 
exhibited m the statement of the prospective es|>en(liture on new works in 
1855-56, which was forwarded in }our letter. No. 36, of 1855. TJic discrepancy 
may in part be accounted for bv the statement in (juestion, iuehiding all the 
sums recommended iiy you for our sanction, some of which, either under previ¬ 
ous orders, or under tho^c contained in tins despatch, will have been struck out 
of the budget. We observe, however, that there is included in the statement 
the estimated cost of the enlargement of the opium ageuey buildings at Ghnzee- 
pore, which you stated in yonr orders on the North-Western Provinces* fiudget 
to be still under consideration, and that among the works stated to be sanetioued 
ill the Slniits ,Settlements, ilioie i'' apparently insex’ted the cost of the new 
Goverument house, which was e\])rc-s!v rescried bv your orders for the budget 
oi the succeeding year. 1’lie amount of the expenditure said to have been 
rccouiinended for our sauctiou under the head of the J’liblie VA'orks dcpiirfment 
in the Bombay Presidency, is also si ati d at a much higher sum than is borne out 
by the budget. With iliese inauifest inaccuracies in the statement winch jou 
have forwarded, we mi 1 assume tliat the result at which we have arrived from 
our own examination ol the budgets, <ind \our proceedings thereon, is substan¬ 
tially correct, 

41. It was not practicable to observe in the preparation of the budgets which 
wc have now reviewed the orders on the following points, contained m our 
despatch, dated 2()ih December (5(5) 1854, on the new arrangement of the Public 
Works department for Madias, and wliich orders should be made applicable to 
all the Presidencies: 

1 st. The assignment of a fixed annual sum within which the expenditure on 
public works shall be confincw 

*2dly. The submission of a full re|)ort by the controlling authority in the 
department of Public U orks, of the capabililies and reiiuircments of the territory 
under its care, as to works of public improvenieot. 

.3dl;’. The calculation of the tost of ordinary and extraordinary repairs of 
public works, a statement of which is to be submitted to the Government of 
India for mformatlon, each year. 

42. ft will, probably, he some time before a judgment can be formed as to the 
annual sum which sliould be set apart for jiublic works in each Presidency. 

We 


• Total pstimawd exiionilitiirc on now works m thf 
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Norih-Weitem Provinona . - . . - 

Piiniab - 

Straits Settlements -. 
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Bombay Preaulonoy in ]S0a-S6, 33,07,968 
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86,S0,4»0 

39,00,763 

00,09,000 
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1,00,000 

49,69,170 
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We deftire, however, that you report to us your opinion on the subjedt, when 
suSicient knowledge as to the wants of each division of territory may have been 
acquired. 

43. We desire that our orders for a report on the w'orks required in each 
Presidency, founded on a comprehensive view of its “ capabiliiics and require¬ 
ments,” may be complied with as soon as practicable. Tbe Bombay Govern¬ 
ment forwarded to you a sketch map, containing a system of roads, which the 
chief engineer of that Presidency jn-oposed to make the basis of his luture 
operations, hut this does not in any way meet the object in vievr. I’he subject 
should be seriously and deliberately considered by the officer at the head of the 
department of Public Works, in consultation with the other departments of the 
administiation. The conilusioiiM to wliich he may come should be brought 
under, the review of the local go-veminent, on whose responsibility the plan, 
with such modifications as they may deem fit, ^houJd finally be submitted to 
you. When such a sclumc, cmbiacing not only the means of land communica¬ 
tion, but all other branches ol jiublic works, sliall have been approved, the 
labour of the several Governnieuts in decKlai" on the w'orks to be recommended 
for execution in each year will be inateiially abridged and siinitlLficd. 

44. The maps which you have ordered to accompany each budget, showdiig 
the roads in various stages ofprogiess, and those prt)posed for execution, will be 
very u&< ful, and will of course be forwsirdcil to us. 

45. 'I'licre is a point of very c'on»ider<iblc importance connected with two of 
the piojeeS discus.sed in the foregoing jiaragraphs to whit h we desire to dir<‘ct 
your C'^pccial attention, not only w'lth reference to the particular works in tpies- 
tion (those of the Great Deccan Road between Mil/aporc and Kamptce, para. 10), 
and the mad between Lahore and Peshawnr (para. 18), but to all cases of 
H like character which may present themselves in any part of India. The point 
is thi'-, beloie the introduction of railways imo India was contemplated, or, in 
otlier itistanres, before the direction of the siweiaJ lines was determined on, 
ordinary roads were planned, and more or less of jirogress has been niadi' 
towards their completion. The great and expensive steps of inetalling and 
bridging these roads are now in actual exicution, or in immediate prospect. 
But the courses of some ot tliese roads, and especially of those above nientioiucl, 
arc almost identical with the lines which have been selcctetl for railway-, a means 
of conimuuicsition far jneferable,■of <‘Ourse. even to the best ordinary road. In 
all such eases, it .should be a matter ot <.ireful <onsideratiou, whether, with 
n fcreiice to the limited pecuniary resouices of your tfovernment for all public 
works. It be expedient to txpend, to take the example of the Lahore and Peshawur 
Road, .so Isu'gc a sum as 4,(K>0 1. per mile. Iiemg about lialf the average cost of a 
railway, upon a work, the use and advantage of which will he in a very great 
measure superseded, as sn<ni as the projc< ted railway hetwet'ii these two important 
stations has been completed. As st)on, indeed, as tliat has been done, the want 
of the eouutry will manifestly be not a road, however good, running parallel with 
the railway, hut roatls of the he-t descriplion that can be made, running at right 
angles with that great instrument of personal and commercial intercourse, and 
connecting witli its stations all the most important districts on each side of its 
course. 'Ihese considerations would seem to point to the iniporlance in such 
cases of keeping the best object stcatlily in view, and of husbanding our 
resources, in order to promote it at the earliest date, and in the most effectual 
manner. 

4(». As a secondary matter, it may be well to eonsidcr, in case it he deemed 
expedient on sufficient grounds to build bridges of any magnitude for an ordinary 
road, in a part of the country which it has been determined to traverse by a 
railway, whether such works might not be constructed at such points and in 
such a manner as to embrace bom the objects in view, to be used for the rsad 
until rails can he laid over them for the larger and h^*tter purpose. 

47. 'Wc observe that you have ordered that the amount.of estimated repairs 
should be included in Statement No. 2 of the annual budget. It is our wish 
tl^qt expenditure on new works should be kept entirely distinct from that on 
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works sanctioned and in progress, and on repairs; and that on repairs should he 
exhibited in a separate statement. 

48. You very properly informed the Government of Bengal that the works 
included in the budgets should not be arranged according to the circle of super¬ 
intendence under ^\hich they taight fall, but should be classified according to 
their respective characters, so as to exhibit the total proposed expenditure on 
each general class of works. This instruction should be made general, and it 
would be desirable that the distinction ordered in para. 30 of our despatch 
No. 96 of 1854, to be made in the accounts of the department between “ expen¬ 
diture in the nature of investment of capital, and disbursements having no such 
jcharactor,” sliould be observed in making the classification. 

49. We have already noticed the irregularity committed by the Bombay 
Government with regard to the church proposed to bo built at Hyderabad. 
A similar course was pursued in respect to tlie church at Singaptuc, at which 
nourishing and lightly-taxed settlement it could least of all be expected that the 
community should be provided m ith church* accommodation at the expense of 
Govcmmenl, It seems necessary, in order (o guard against such instances of 
disregaid of rules deliberately adopted, that before proposals for the construction 
of churches, or for the execution of other public works, are considered in the 
department of Public Works, the question whether the particular works pro¬ 
posed should be undertaken at all by Government, and how far existing regula¬ 
tions may bear on the proposals, should be considered in the dcpailment to which 
they may •rc'spectively belong. 

50. Thu question of the inann(>r in which funds are to be provided for the 
expenditure which we have now sanctioned, and. which we may hci-caltcr sanction 
on jiubhc works included in the animal budgets, does not come before us in tins 
department. It is sulficient here to remark, that our attention has recently been 
given to the subject in ilie financial department, and that the instructions con¬ 
veyed m tlic ]>re8cnt dt'^patch are to he regarded as subordinate to the orders as 
to the liniitaiion ot expenditure convi'yed in our financial despateh, dated 
17 June (No. 48) IH5G. 

51. The orders «hit'll you have given, that the annual budgets shall be for¬ 

warded to you not latei than the month of January preceding the commencement 
of the official year to which they relate, will sccuie the object of etiabliug ytm to 
decide on those jirojecls which may be beyond the power of tlie local Govern¬ 
ment to sanction, and may come within the limits to which you are empowered 
to authorise expenditure on n'’'-tfcekir works. For those larger works, however, 
on which a reference has to ho to us, the time will be insufficient to allow 

of our orders reaching India till some time after the year has commenced. Wc 
refer for your eonsiilcration the mode in which any inconvenience arising from 
this cause may best be avoided ; and wc would observe that it is not, ui our 
opinion, ab{>orutely necessary that all references with regard to new projects 
should be reserved for the annual budgets, although they will necessarily be 
included m them when presented. lu the case of rorwis and other works, which 
may toim part ot a general plan or system, the rule may be necessary; but in 
respect of buildings and other works, complete in themselves, there seems to us 
no objection to jiroposals being submitted tor our orders, in anticipation of the 
budgets, the plans being still entered in Statement No. 1, for the year of 
execution. 

62. We have only, in conclusion, to express our entire approval of the deter¬ 
mination which you have evinced, in dealing with the budgets of 1855-56, not 
to sanction the prosecution of any work of importance till plans and estimates 
shall have been framed, and till all the facts which can materially afiect the 
question of its expediency shall have been fully ascertained and considered. 
It is mainly from a disregard of this sound principle that the department of 
Public Works in the Punjab has been brought into such a state ot oonfosion; 
and it is only by its future maintenance, and by securing titc means of scientific 
supervision for all works in progress, that in the prosecution, of public works on 
an extended scale, ‘'inefficiency of execution and wasteful expenditure can be 
efiectually prevented 


63, We 
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•03. We have; to rcniarls, that the collections are needlessly ciieLiiuhercd with 
elaborate specifications and nieasuremeiils of' works, and ealcidalions of labour 
in cubic feet of earth, which can in no way assist our judtcnicn.f in deciding; upon 
the utility of the works proposed. 

We are, ike. 

(signed) li\ 11 St//:rs, 

London, 9 July ls5(». Jt. /). A/in/if/es. 

4cc.. Ne. 


Public Works Department, dated 17 April (No. 8) 1857. 

, Our Oovcnior-Ci’cneral of India in Oouncil. 

I’ara. 1. On the 3d Noveniher last we received the Madras liudget of Ihihlie 
Works for 185()-.57, refeired to in your letter, No. osi, of tlie !)tli Septeinlier, 
having jncvionsly, at intervals, during the preceding seven weeks, received with 
your letters,* Nos. f)(j, dl!, 48, and 5(i, the budgets for tbe assigned provimtes of 
I lyderabad, for llengal, lloiubay, and the NortbAV'esteni IT'ovinees. The budgets 
for tbe Punjaul), N'agpore, llie Straits Settlements, and I’egu bad not titen 
arrived. We were, liowcv'cr, uiiwilling on that aecomit longer to withhold our 
iiistruetions icsjiceting such as had already ri'uched iin, and whic h we shall here 
review after making one prefatory remark. 

2. The budgets before us purpoit to exhibit, among other partunilars, the 
cxj'enditiM'i- authorisial lor the year 185(1-57, both on uneompletecl work' sane 
tinned in lormer \ears, and on ncwlv projciet.ed works sanetioneil either by tbe 
sul.'ordinate governments or adminisliatiniis, or by yourselves; and likewise tbe. 
expendilure J•eeo]nmcndell for tbe year on lu w iirojeets, of bigher estimated cost, 
lor wluc'Ii our saiielicui is reeprisite. The.'e !)udgc'ts should, eonlbi'uiably to pn -• 
scribed rule, have been sent to you by the Isl January. The earliest oftlie 
budgets, bowever. that for the liyderabarl provinces, is dated 23d February, tbal 
(or ilombay on tbe 27lli Eebruaiy, and the other three eilber in Mareli or ,\jiri). 
Not one oi lbo.se ixeeived eaine into our jiossession until ihc middle of Septembiu', 
and some arc still w'anliiig, so tiiat tlie authority which wc‘ nia} now give lor 
cx|)i'nrliture during In'iO-.')? eamiot jios'ibly, in aiost instances, reach the olbeer.'. 
who should act n])on it until the year lor which the expeiidiiure mav !ia\e bun 
authorised shall have iieai'ly, if not entirely elo.sed. 

3. 3'lie disrre|iaiK'V iieiiee rehuitiiig between actual and aiilliorisei! eviiendi 
ture, both lor tiie current, and lor at least one fuUii'e tear, is a smaller i vd than 
tlic delay in the comnii necnient of'unjioriant vcorks cou'e<iuciit on delavcd sanc¬ 
tion. 'fills dciay will he the more jirotraet...i', because, though wliat is teriiied 
the *■ w(irking; season ” in India leniiiiiatcs m d'e spiiiig, and about the saim tiim- 
as the ollicial vc'iu', it does not recommenee till the autumn, so that a road or a 
canal ])litiu)ed in 1855, ami which would have been btgnn in Septmiiber l85ii, 
if our sanction bad been I(ceived cm ly eiiougii, may now iiave to be dekiyeil, 
not merely until next April or May, but until the following Se]>teinber oi 
October, 

■f. We make great aliowanee for the sliorti oiiiing.s ol establishments newly 
organised, but it is evident that unless tbe dela} aIhuledMo can be jnweuted in 
future, tbe budgets in their present loriii must peiplex and mislead not only 
tbo. e who seek in them for linaiicial slalistii’s, but also the executive ullirers, 
who regtu'd them as eoiitainnig jnogramme.s of tlio ensuing season’s operations, 

5. As regards ourselves more [lartieiilarly, it is impossihle J'or us, in tlie 
Jihseiiec of any one hiidget, to take a coiiiprehensiva; view- of the jiroposed e.xpeii- 
ditiire for the whole empire; or, in ciise tiie state oftlie liiianees should render 
imperative file postponement of some ol'lbe projected works, to di terniiiie satis- 
fuetorily wh'at particular works in tbe diflereiit I’resideiieit.i slu.uld b:' deterrc'd. 
You should carefully collate the budgets of every part ol India helore selecting 

from 
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Inim them any scihemf's Cor recommendation to ns, ami you sliould at the same 
time he carelul to Ctiriiish us with such a synopsis as that of the budgets for 
IS.'j.'i-ht) which was transmitted with your letter, No. 3U, of the 12th October 
IHo.O. 

0. With this preliminary observation wc proceed to examine the budgets 
before us. 

7. The first of the two statements of which, agreeably to the form prescribed, 
the IJeiigal tiudget consi.sts, contains fexclusively of new projects rejected or 
dderrod) nine now' projects which have received your sanction, and four which 
are referred I'or our decision. 

8. Of the nine projects sanctioned by you tlie aggregate estimated cost is 
3 , 43 , 0 : 3 1 rupees, of wliieh 2,93,838 rupees were to be expended in IS-Oti-O?."* 

0. Of the jirojects submitted for our consideration, the first is for rfmoddlijig 
and metalling a road, or rather a system of roads, in Cuttack, consisting of three 
branches; 1st. From Rajghaut, on the boundary of Midnaporc, to Cuttack, l:»J 
miles. 2d. From Cuttack to Force, 50 miles. 3d. From Cuttack to the 
frontier of the Madras territories, on the way to Ganjatn, GO miles. 

10. The first two brandies constitute the “ Pilgrims’Roads ” to Jugguniaut, 
and the third, known as tiic “ Khoordah Road,’’ is a main link in the communi¬ 
cation bctw'ccn Calcutta and Madras ; but all throe must idw'ays have been in a 
very unsatisfactory condition. So long ago as 1848, the present chief engineer 
described them as from 20 to 2tl ieet wide, and as being raised from one to live 
feet above the adjoining ground, but .is unnictallcd, and liable, for want of suf¬ 
ficient waterway at the bridges, to contimial breaching from Hoods. Notliing 
has since been done to supply this radical defect, and they have conseiiuently 
been progressively deteriorating. 

11. You now rci 1 . 'st our .sanction to three, eslimatis, amounting respectively 
to 0,41,(155 rupee-, 84,451 rupee,-,, and l,(i(),!)29 rujices, for the virtual recon¬ 
struction of the tliiec roads ; tlic first estimate prcjiared by Mr. Armstrong, Civil 
F.nginecr, the other two by Lieutenant Dixon, Executive OlKcer of the Cuttack 
Division. 


12. Mr. Armstrong’s estimate relates to the line from Rajghaut to Cuttack, 
of which he is in charge, and is accomjianicd by a minute and elaborate rejjort. 
This stales that the road runs Ini' the most part through a low, level jilain., 
bounded 011 one side by the sea, tmd on the otber by ranges of bills, from wliicli, 
during the rains, swollci vve 'Uid torrents descend towards tlie coast. The 
larger rivers are unbiidged, bia 284 bridges, placed along 131 miles of road, 
ojieu a passage to the smaller st reams. ’I’lie bridgc.s, liowever, consistinggeiierally 
of arelies from two to eight feet wide, afl'ord so inadeijuate an opening that the 
Hoods periodically overloj) the road, covering it with several inches of water, and 
making numerous Incaclies, soinetimes asuineh as 350 feet long, and 10 or 18 feet 
deep. In these circnuistanccs it is evident tlitil tlie most essential imjirovcmeut, 
and that wliieh must precede all others, is increased walcrway ; and for this 
^Ir. Armstrong would provide by altering old bridges and by building new ones, 
substituting arches of 12, 10, or 20 feet span for those of two. four, or six feet. 

'The 
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roa'l wouifl next be raised anti metallctl, for at present its surface exhibits 
chiefly a very tenacious, plastic clay, cut up into deep i'urrows during' the 
rains, until wheeled traffic becomes almost impossible, and hardening afier- 
wards with the same unevenness under ilie influence of the sun and wintl. Wc 
desire htae to call ytvur atieiition to pam. I of our loiter o( tlie I-1th Jamiary 
1857, wherein we inl'orined you, tluit for the repair of roads in this countrv it is 
occasionally the practic e of conlrat:tors not to bring any material fer nictniling, 
but half burn llie soil, and then beat it into a nracadamised road. Wo are 
desirous that an experiment of (his description, on a small scale, should he made 
on tlie load now referred to. I'lic estiiniUe lor all that is proposed, in order to 
make this a ffrst-chiss road, suit-able; i‘or trallic at a!! seasons, is d,41,05.5 rniiecs, or 
idioui i5,(H)0 iu))ccs a mile. 'I'lic* rates, ;:;ener:illy, are staled to he moderate, and 
those of masonry low ; but wbat may be legai ded as a fact of especial sigiiitic;anec 
is, that tlie estimate includes a sum c'cjual to oue-foiirtli of its whole atnount, on 
account of what .are styled “annual repairs’' for 185.'>-;5(j, aIneb must, wt; 
j.resume, l^a^ e been executed as lempoiaiy exjx dieuls, even though no jierma- 
iient impvovcmc'nts had been designed. '1 hoe repairs relate prineipidly to 
damage occasioned by Hoods; and it the average annual cost of such rejjaiis 
may lie inferred from the estimate for l8r>5-;5(», there eau he little question as to 
the ccoiioinieai aclvantugs.- of ge tting rid of the consl.aiitly recurring- necessity for 
them by an outlay er|ual to lour times tlieir annual cost. We accordingly 
saiK'tion that pari of the jirojcct wliich relates to the road between Rajghaut and 
Cuttack. As this road, however, runs through a fiat, level ]>hiin, we nould 
.suggrest to you whether tliis might not be, a good place to try laying down 
tram-rails. The road would still lx; left iierfectly good for all other kinds of 
li'alHc, and (In; saving in drauglit. powi-r would be vei-y gi'ciat. 

l;j. Oiir sanction must lie witbia'ld. foi- tlie ju-esenl, Ironi the two oilier 
portions of the piojee.t, embraeing tlie road from Cuttack to Pooree, and the, 
Klioordab road. I'.stimates for i-e-mmlelling l.lu-se roads are furiiislied,'*' but are. 
iiiiaeeompanied by reports, because, as is stated by Lieutenant Dixon, be could 
not, without making an in.-ju-etion tour, in eompany with Ijieulenanl Harris of 
the lirnbanKmi'Ut Department, ih.-eide whether eci tain emlianknienls, ju'opo.sed bv 
the former, might not supersede the necessity I'or renewal of ciitaiii liridges, 
proposed by hiuist-lf. The liridges here alluded to are all on the Cutlaek and 
.I’ooree road, to which alone Lieuteufoit Dixon's reason lor not subiiiitting a 
rejioi t could apjily ; and with rcsjiect to that road, tiic reason as-dgued by bint 
should have npially previ nted his submitting an e.stliiiate, «iiieii, wdlii one large 
item k-l’l l.dank, not in a stale to receive our sanction. 

14. On the Kboordah road liieutenaiit. Dixon seems to have tliought that there 
was aotliiug; “ icijuiring any [i.irlieidar reportbat l.here is one most iinpoi taiit 
]ioint oil w’liieh iiifonnalion is indispensable. Upon this road, aceoi'ding to 
L'oloiu'l (loodwyri, there an; 200 bi'idges, tvliiidi it is to be feared arc not in 
geiK;ra! conslriicted on a biatcr principle than those on the llajghant and tdittaek 
road. If this he the ca.se, ii i-- essential to know, and we direct immediate 
imjuiry, whether their tlefieieney in water-way does not cause similar damage 
from floods, and whether the expen-e oi' lieigliteniiig and metalling the road, 
while the bridges remaiu unwidened, would not be money wome than thrown 
away, since it is obvious that a loftier euihankiuent, w hit:li did not cireetually 
resist an iuuiulation, could serve only to mak«; that immilatiou moic violent and 
disastrous. 

1.5. The second Jirojcct iijioii which our decision is reijuired is one for the 
idrmation of a road, 27 miles long, from .leeagunge, in the neighbourhood (if 
A'loor.-'hedahad, to Nulh.attcc, the iieare.st station on the line of the J-.ast Jndian 
railway; this sclieme is in partial substitution lor a design jncniou-hi- eiitirtained 
of coimocfing C^alcutta and Moorsbedabad by a diiect road, the ticcessily^ for 
which is now of course su]K.'rscded by the t-.ulway. W'c have already jiuiuted 
out to you, on more than one occasion, how tlcsimble it is, that, simultaneously 
with the railways, lateral roads, which may serve as fciders to them, should be 

constructed ; 

' Esuiixilo for till.' Khoorduh Road, Kl, lol rui>ci i , osliiiiato for the road between Cuttack and 
Piioron, 1,UU,!J;;!1 riipei'K. 
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constructed ; and the proposed road from Jecagunge to Nalhatty, while serving 
this purpose for a district of extraordinary productiveness, would at the same 
time connect Moorsbedabad with Calcutta much more effectually than an 
ordinary highway in a direct line between the two cities. 

16. The estimate for the short road proposed amounts to 2,15,772 rupees, or 
about 7,791 per mile ; but this high rate provides for a line with gradients 
and curves adapted to the branch railway, which, it is not doubted, will hereafter 
be constructed upon it. Although, however, it is obviously expedient in this case 
to adopt such breadth of road and such curves as may afterwards serve for a 
railway, there would seem to be no advantage in making, in the first instance, 
easier gradients than may suffice for a common road. For this reason, the cost 
of earthwork may, ns you observe, be reduced, and a reduction of one-fourth 
may also be expected in another item, since the width proposed to be metalled 
may, in your opinion, be safely reduced from 20 feet to 15. We sanction the 
project with such modifications as are implied in these remarks. 

17. We also accord a qualified sanction to the third estimate referred to us; 
viz., that for constructing a new gaol of masonry at Akyab, at an expense of 
1,56,948 rupees. The former gaol, a thatched wooden building, was burnt down 
in 1853, and since that time, the prisoners have been “ hutted in miserable sheds,” 
from which it is absolutely necessary, both for their health and their safe custody, 
to remove them as soon as possible. On this account it is most desirable that 
a new gaol should be built at once ; but the plan, as now proposed, besides being 
probably susceptible of minor modifications, calculated to diminish its cost, is 
also, you inform us, designed on a larger and more elaborate scale than would 
otherwise be necessary, in order to fit it for the reception of “ term convicts,” 
under sentence of the Supreme Courts. These convicts are now transported to 
Akyab; but you are considering the policy of discontinuing transportatidn for 
terms short of life; and, in case of its abolition, a gaol for local criminals would 
suffice at Akyab. Pt ncling a decision on this point, our sanction to the amount 
of the present estimute as a maximum is solicited, and we accord it in order to 
prevent further delay in providing suitable quarters for prisoners at Akyab. 

18. On the questions of drainage, ventilation, and space, the opinion of the 
Inspector of Prisons for Bengal will necessarily have been called for. 

19. The last of the projects referred to us is for remodelling the opium fac¬ 
tory at Patna, at an estimated cost of 1,34,227 rupees. To this our sanction has 
already been given in a separate despatch. 

20. The total estimated co«st of the four works thus sanctioned is a maximum 
of 11,48,602 rupees, of which it was proposed to expend 5,41,114 rupees in 
1850-57.* The amount to be expended during the same season on works 
already sanctioned, is entered in Statement No 2 ol' the budget, at 35,99,684 ru- 
])ccs, exclusively of 1,00,000 rupees f subsequently allowed for unforeseen contin¬ 
gencies. 3'he aggregate amount, therefore, appropriable during the year to 
public works in Bengal may be stated at 45,34,636 rupees.J 

21. Three 
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21. Three estimates entered in the budget for these provinces liave received 
your sanction ; one for a road from Nuldroog to Foljapore, amounting to .5,461 
rupees; another for cleaning the fort at Nuldroog for the sum of 2,577 rupees ; 
and a third, amounting to 1,363 rupees, for a new descent of the Foljapore Gh&t. 
A scheme for the construction, at an estimated cost of 63,218 rupees, of a road 
across the Raiohore Dooab from Ilooljce to Hoobkeree, forms part of a larger 
design for a continuous road from Bellary to the sea, and, liaving been separately 
referred to us, has been sanctioned by us in a separate despatch. The amount 
entered in Statement No. 2, as proposed for expenditure on previously sanctioned 
works, is 40,970 rupees. The entire sum* therefore appropriated to public works 
in the assigned Hydrabad Provinces during the current season, may be stated at 
1,13,679 rupees. 

22. Statement No. 1 of the Budget for the North-Western Provinces com¬ 
prises tlaree projects regarding which you have called for further information, 
.sevent which you have sanctioned, and two which are referred to us. 

23. Of the latter, the first is one for a metalled road between Meerut and 
Kurnaul, estimated to cost 5,80,744 rupees. In your, correspondence in this 
department, both witli the subordinate Governments, and with ounselves, you 
have on more tlian one occasion alluded to the importance of specially regarding 
in all new plans for common roads, the course likely to be selected for railways 
in the same vicinity. This principle would seem however to have been over¬ 
looked in your recommendation of the road under consideration. The road, when 
completed, would, it is said, shorten the distance between Allyghur and Kurnaul 
by eight miles, and would proportionably facilitate the march of troops to and 
from the Punjaub. But besides that such advantage would be most extravagantly 
purchased at an e.xpense of nearly si.\ lacs, it seems clear that whatever might 
otherwise have been the utility of the road, it would bo almost entirely deserted 
as soon as the East Indian Railway reached the latitude of Kurnaul. The rail¬ 
way would then become the line of communication with the Punjaub, and whe¬ 
ther a high road between Meerut aud Kurnaul were or were not in existence, 
a connecting link between Meerut and the nearest point on the railway would be 
indispensable. It was considerations of this kind which (as noticed in a pre¬ 
cluding paragraph) caused you to reject a proposal for a road from Calcutta to 
M oorshedabad; and just as in that case it was deemed preferable to make a 
short line from Moorshedahad to the radway leading from Calcutta; so in this 
instance should a short road be preferred from Meerut to the railway, which it 
is presumed will pass near Kurnaul. 

24. We 
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24. We must, therefore, decline to sanction this project. But surveys may at 
once be made for a road from Meerut to the most convenient point on the li ne 
of the future railway. That point would apparently be at or near' Delhi, a road 
from which city to Meerut is a thoroughfare.so greatly used at all times. 

25. The remaining entry in the budget, upon which our decision is needed, 
viz., an estimate amounting to 1,39,322 rupees for metalling and bridging the 
portion of the Agra and Bombay road, between Agra and the Chumbul, is 
sanctioned. 

26. The Slim proposed for expenditure in 1860-57 on the work, just men¬ 
tioned was 1,00,000 rupees: the amount to be expended within the same period 
on the new works which you have sanctioned was 6,72,140 rujiccs; and the 
estimated outlay on works previously sanctioned was 3,33,523 ruj)eeB, exclusive 
of the cost of I’epairs which is not given, aud exclusive also of a sum of 1,00,000 
rupees allowed for contingencies. The total amount* applicable t* public 
works in the North-West Provinces during 1850-57, may therefore be stated 
at 12,05,663 rupees. 

27. Of the projects entered in Statement No. 1 of the Madras Budget, your 
sanction has been given to thirty-one,f the estimates for which are each under 

one 
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»0,00(f 

43,600 

26,000 

42,200 

21,100 

20,600 

26,060 

67,361 

44,000 

63,830 

28,000 

26,994 

16,000 

47,028 

47,028 

82,830 

60,000 

70j040 

60,340 

37,350 

37,360 

16,08,493 

10,10.040 

1,39,700 

say 50,000 

1,66,600 

50,000 

18,68,703 

11,10,040 , 
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one lac of rupees, and to one project involving an outlay of larger amount, but 
not considered to require a special reference to us, as being a necessary develop¬ 
ment of the Kistnah annicut works, long since sanctioned by us. 

28. You have also, in anticipation of the approval now given, sanctioned a 
project for improving, and adopting for the reception of an European infantry 
regiment, the dragoon barracks at Bangalore. This you did in order to save 
the expense of extensive temporary repairs of the roof, which must have been 
made immediately, unless it had been determined to commence at once on the 
proposed reconstruction of the whole building. 

29. Ten projects enumerated in the margin * still await our orders, and nine 
of them we readily sanction. The three works of irrigation promise, according . 
to what appear sufliciently cautious calculations, to yield abundant interest on 
their cqpt; the four roads are designed to complete the important line connecting 
Madras with Calcutta; and bridges in situations apparently so well selected as 
those over the Pennaur and on the Chittoor and Cuddapah road, are, in many 
parts of the Madras territories, if possible, even more indispensable than roads 
themselves. 

30. The present estimate for married soldiers’ quarters at Bangalore is, how-- 
ever, disallowed. It provides for accommodation much beyond what is autho¬ 
rised in our Military Despatch, No. 187 of .'ith November last, and a new 
estimate must be prepared, adopted to the limitations therein enjoined. 

31. The total amount required for the thirty-three projects to which your 
sanction has been given is estimated at 18,58,793 rupees, of which we may 
a'i.suTiie that 11,10,040 rupees were to be expended in 1850-67. According to 
the same proportion, the year’s expenditure on the nine works sanctioned by us 
would be about 4,25,000 rupees, the total amount required to complete them 
being 13,08,611 rupees. The sum entered in Statement No. 2 of the budget, 
as about to be expended during the year on works already sanctioned, is 
37,07,214 rupees, exclusive of 18,64,470 rupees for repairs, and of 1,00,000 
rupees for contingencies, so that the aggregate expenditure 4 in the Madras 
territories sanctioned for the current year may be stated as 71,96,724 rupees. 

32. In 


* 1. Annicut over tho Tambrapoorj ..... 



Total ENtimated Cott.- 

Ms. 

3,80,000 

2. Construction of Southern Kigali Level Channel from the Kiatna Annicut 

- 

3,20,100' 

3. Poiney Annicut Channel 

- 

- 

1,03,283 

4, 5, 0, 7. Works on Trunk Koad, No. 6 (four estimates) 

- 

- 

2,00,120 

8_ Hridgo over the Ponnaur 

- 

- 

1,06,333 

0. Masonry Works on the Chittoor and Cuddapali itoad 

- 

- 

1,28,776 

10. Quarters for Married Soldiers at Baug;nIore ... 

- 

- 

13,08,611 

00,820 

■f- On work by Supreme Government 



Jis. 

11,10,040 

On work by Supremo Court - 

- 

- 

4,26,000 

On work formerly ennotioned 

- 

- 

37,07,214 

Repairs ..... 

- 

- 

18,64,470* 

Contingencies .... 

- 

- 

1 , 00 , 00 a 



JRs, 

71,06,724 


83—Sess. 2 . jE 4 
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Bombay. 32. 1 q the Bombay Budget, Stateibeat No. 1 comprises sixteen projects * which 

have been sanctioned by you, and seven upon which our orders are required. 

33. Of these seven, three relate to roads designed to form parts of a continuous 
route from Bellary to the sea, and have been sanctioned by us in a separate 
despatch. The estimates for them amount to 1,95,042 rupees, of which the 
portion proposed for expenditure daring the current year was 1,17,000 rupees. 

34. Another is for a masonry bridge over the Quoina River at Kurar. The 
estimate amounting to 1,24,170 rupees, replaces a smaller estimate sanctioned 
by us in 1854, amounting to 88,799 rupees, towards which the Punt Prithee 
Nidhee had engaged to contribute 25,000 rupees. The difference between the 

. estimates is occasioned by the adoption of a new and greatly improved design; 
and it now appears, that the whole cost of the bridge will devolve on the State, 
as the Punt Pritliee Nidhee has withdrawn bis offer. Nevertheless, you urge 
us very strongly to sanction the project, which we do with satisfaction, tecause 
the bridge will connect the future Kurar and Chiploon Road with the cotton 
districts lying in the direction of Kolapoor; and because a toll is to be levied, 
which may help to compensate for wliat is admitted to be the more than ordinary, 
though apparently unavoidable, costliness of the structure. We cannot let this 
opportunity pass without strongly impressing ujwn you the advantage of estab¬ 
lishing cheap and easy communication between all the cotton districts, and the 
nearest or most convenient ports of shipment, or of communication with the 
projected railways. 

35. We sanction the project for the construction, at a cost of 1,00,819 rupees, 
of a masonry bridge over the Bhogawa River on the Ahmedabad and Gogo road, 
observing that the work is pronounced to be “ well considered ” and “ econo¬ 
mically planned.” To leave unbridged a river nearly a mile broad, having no 
regular banks, and periodically oversowing the neighbouring country, which 
becomes a muddy swamp when the water recedes, would be to render com¬ 
paratively useless the very important route intersected by it. On this bridge, 
too, a toll is to be levied, which “ it is not doubted, will more than repay the cost 
ofconstruction.” 

36. The project for a road from Hydrabad to Kotree, at an estimated cost of 
1,46,267 rupees, is al&o sanctioned. This work was included as an item in the 
system of roads for Sind, to which a general sanction was given by us in July 
1854. 

37. In your communication to the Bombay Government another project, that 
for a road from Surat to the Sawghur River, is mentioned as being about to be 
referred to us, but it is not aiiudit<i to in your letter to ourselves. 

38. Finally, 

Toulof Ettit»»4e. Ifn-powlE^ndituro 

Its. Rs. 

0,52,016 2,60,000 


45,2.01 45,2.11 

42,048 42,048 

61,451 20,000 

60,157 30,000 

20,704 20.704 

80,1.14 20,000 

35.885 28,000 

36,020 20,000 

10,648 10,548 

64,208 80,000 

17,110 17,110 

87,630 37,630 

45.886 46,080 

41,422 30,000 

48,325 20,000 


Rs. 


Road IVuin Chiploon to Kurur 

(To which Court’s conditional sanction was givonby antici¬ 
pation in lB.j.1.) 

Hoad from Waco to Sheerwul 

Diversion of main drain of the Fort at Bombay - - - 

Bridge over tUo Coar River, near Seroor - - - - 

Road from the Surampoor Ghat to the confluence of the Pruwarra 
and Gunga, neur Toka - ' - - - - - - 

Seven minor bridges on the Ahmodabad and Gogo Road 
Widening the mole in Kurracheo Harbour - - - - 

Bridge over the Foolalee.- - 

Road from Kotree to Roree ------- 

Regulating bridge over the head of the Narra New Supply 
Channel at Roree 

Completing arsenal at Hyderabad . . . - - 

Battery at Aden - - - 

Buttery and gaard-ioom at Aden ..... 
Shad for Nasmyth's hammers in Bombay Dockyard 
Anioiidmunt of road between Wassind and Khurden 
Aiiiciidrncnt of road between Wassind and Colsottce 


12,40,605 


670,047 





■ 
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38; Finally, a project for a new gtaving do<s^|^;ifoinbay was left unnoticed 
by you, because it had already been referred to directly by the local govern- 
tnent. You will have learned, howewr, from ouir fis^y to that government that 
we wish the subject to be re-submitted to you, in order that we may have the aid 
of your opinion in coming to a conclusion regarding it. 


30. The estimates for the six works which wo have sanctioned, amount, in the 
aggregate, to 5,66,298 rupees, of which 2,85,000 rupees were to be expended in 
185.5-56. The'years expenditure on the works enumerated above, as sanctioned 
by you, was to be 6,70,047 rupees, and the expenditure on works previously 
sanctioned, and on repairs, exclusive of 1,00,000 rupees for contingencies, is 
entered in Statement No. 2, as 32,06,195 rupees, so that the total expenditure * 
on public works in the Uombay territories, authorised for 1856-57, is 43,51,242 
rupees. 

40. In recapitulation, the subjoined statement shows the expenditure sanctioned 
for the current year on public works, so far as appears from the budgets under 
review: . 




On Works id 
Sutement No. 1 , 
Sanctlonctl liy 
Onvcrnin«nt 
of ludia. 

On Works io 
Statement No. 1 , 
Saoctioned by 

Court. 

Go Works in 
Statement No. 2, 
and on Repairs 
and CoDiiugcncios. 

TOTAL. 



AV 

Jls. 

JU. 

St. 

liengal ... 

- 

2,03,838 

6,41,114 

30,00,684 

46,34,636 

North-West Provinces - 

- 

0,73,140 

1,00,000 

4,33,623 

13,06,003 

llydrabad Provinces 

- 

9,801 

63,318 

40,070 

1,13,570 

Madras ... 

- 

11,10,040 

4,26,000 » 

50,01,084 

71,06,724 

Bombay ... 

- 

6,70,047 

2,8.6,000 

^3,96,106 

43,61,243 


ns. 1 

! 

37,56,450 

14,14,333 

1,33,32,050 

1,74,01,844 


41. The sanctions which you have yourselves given in the several instances 
enumerated in the course of this despatch, were, wc observe, declared to be 
subject to the orders prohibiting the commencement of new works pending the 
result of your recent reference to us, regarding the state of the public finances. 
You are now in possession of our reply to that reference, and iii pursuance of 
the views therein expressed, we attach to our present sanction of new works the 
following proviso. 

42. That the whole year’s expenditure on public works throughout India 
must not exceed the amount applicable to such expenditure, which the or^'nary 
revenue of the year will meet, to any greater extent than the crore of rujjees 
which you are authorised to procure on loan, for special a]>propriation to public 
works, 

43. While engaged upon the budgets here received, we could not fail to remark 
the defective arrangement of most of tlicm ; and had intended to suggest some 
improvements ; but in your merited praise of the Madras budget, and in your 
recomniendation of it a’s a model for general imitation, you have summed up 
and forestalled all we should have thought it necessary to say. 

44. We 


Its. 

* On works sanotioned by Court ... S,S5,00U 

On works by Supreme Government - . 6,70,047 

On w’orks formerly sanotioned, and on ropairs 33,06,106 

Contingencies ...... 1,00,000 


43,61,343 
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44., We may here cxprtst 
budget rules, ais refrarted is 
18th September last. 


LondoUj 17 April 1857. 


o receat modifichtiott of Uie 
B, Nos. 40 and G7> {dated 8th August and 

We are, &o. 

(signed) R. D. Mangles, 

F. Currie, 

&c. 


Public Works Department, 17 April (No. 9) 1867. 
Our Governor-General of India in Council. 


Budget# for Iflfifi-.*)? 
of the I’uninli, t]ic 
StmilB SctllciiieiitB, 
the TenasBeriin nml 
Martuhan I’rovmccs, 
oad Pegu. 


1. SiNCK comjtleting in our despatch No. 8, dated this day, our review of the 
budgets for 18.5G-57, of Bengal, the North-Western Provinces, the assigned pro¬ 
vinces of Hydrabad, Madras, and Bombay, we have received with your letters, 
Nos. 02 and 03 of the 13th September, No. 05 of the 10th September, and 
No. 89 of the 3d December, the budget for the Punjab, the Straits Settlements, 
the Tenasserim and Martaban Provinces, and Pegu. 


2. The contents of these documents will form the subject of the present 
supplementary despatch, which we must coimnence by rejieating the expression 
of our dissatisfaction on account of the extremely late period at which the 
budget reaches us. There is the more reason for calling your attention to this 
point, because most of the delay takes place at (lalcutla. For example, the 
Punjab budget was completed atid laid before the Chief Commissioner on the 
29th December 1855, or within a fortnight of the appointed day. It was sent 
to you from Lahore, with a letter dated 26th January following; but the letter 
in reply, containing your orders upon it, is not dated until 4th July; and two 
months more intervened, previously to the date of the letter communicating 
those orders to us. It is true that no items in the Punjab budget of such 
amount as to require twjr previous authority have been recommended to us by 
yon for sanction ; but similar, and cciually avoidable, though somewhat less pro¬ 
tracted delay was suffered to retard the transmission to us of your recommenda¬ 
tions regarding the Madras and Bombay budgets. 


3. We proceed to notice the budgets now brought before us in the order in 
which they liave been received. 


Punjab. 4. With res[)ect to tliat of tht Punjab we have nothing to add to your com¬ 

ments on its irregularities in form, or on tiic more serious irregularities thereby 
implied in the executive upersf' ns of the department. The submission of pro¬ 
jects without plans or estimates still continued, and so did the prosecution of 
works to wliich only “general sanction” had been given; but you, very pro¬ 
perly, have positively forbidden for the future the commencement of any works 
until plans and estimates for them shall have been duly submitted and approved. 
You have also jirohibited the suspension of any works in progress, with a view 
to the commencement of others thought to be of more importance; and, above 
all, you have insisted that annual expenditure on public works shall not exceed 
llio prescribed limit of 60 lacs. A rigid adherence to these rules will go far 
towards jirevcntiiig the lavish outlay which, in the Punjab, was but too much 
encouraged by the previousjibscuce of all systematic check. 

5. The aggregate eventual expenditure sanctioned by you on account of new 
projects is 12,45,050 rupees, of which the portion to be expended within the 
current year is 7,32,643* rupees. The estimated cost of most of these projects is 

separately 


Total of Ettiinati!i. 


Expooditure hcrc" 
tioned during iho Year. 


Civil Works 
Military works 


Rs. 

1,70,020 

10,74,430 


Rs. 

1,70,620 

6,62,023 
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eeparatuly iaconsiderable; bat, in ten iMtatim,paiwi&eA in the tnarttin,* it 
exceeds what any snhordinate government is oompitent to sanction. In one of . 
these exceptional cases, that of bew barracltri at Ferozepore, our previous 
a|)proval was req^tisite, and had been conveyed to you in para. 4.3 of our mili* 
tary despatch. No. 4G, of a7th .\pril 1854. The other projocts were within 
your competence, and we Itavc uo particular remark to make upon them, except 
with regard to their unusual costliness wliicli, in many cases, seems greater than 
cau be accounted for by locally high prices of labour and materials. This is, 
indeed, most glaringly exhibited in an item which has been disallowed for the pre¬ 
sent, viz. “the permanent privies” proposed for European troops at Sealkotc, 
at an expense of 71,191 rujjees. These you have ordered to be deferred, “ the 
present tem[)orary arrangements being continued;” but there is similar dispro¬ 
portion between tneans and end in several of the items which have been suffered . 
to pass, and wliich appear to fimiish additional proofs of the defective siijiervi- 
sion so •often .noticed in the Public Works department in the Punjab. In your 
Secretary’s letter to the Chief Commissioner regarding the budget, il was stated 
that you wt re in doubt, from what you had seen, wlietlier one chief engineer 
can manage properly an expenditure of even GO lacs. We do not participate 
ill the doubt; .md it is to be remarked that one sucli tunctionary suffices, in the 
Madras Prcftideney, to conduct a still larger annual outlay with method and 
economy. 

G. Exclusively of the expenditure on new works, you have aiilhorised on 
works already iu progre.ss an e.\penditim‘ during the year of 4G,94,-4lt nqtces, 
so that the total s;mcti(med for the cuiTent soiison is 59,39,291 j rupees, subject 
10 the proviso that this sum must he diminished, if, with the addition of tlio 
rlemand for cstahlishinenl and coiitmgeueies, it should exceed GO lacs. 

7. Tn statement No. 1, of the Hudgit of the Straits Scltlenicnls, are three pro- HtraitsSittlrmcnu. 
leels to which you have given a |)rospectivc sanction, providing in each case for 
some modification of the original plan. The first is for a new (Jovernineut 
house at Singapore, estimated to cost 1,20,000 rufiees, reducible to 45,000 
rufices by the employment of convict labour. The present residence of the 
Ciovernor, built in 1.820 of wood, and thatched with leaves, is represented as 
being scarcely safe, and a new one is, no doubt, required; hut the plan and 
estimate should have been snhinitti'd tor our previous sanction. The expected 
cost IS not the less heyontl the Hunt within which our authority may he disiieiiscti 

with, 



lutal lI>ttiuaaU. 

Ainimnt 
to ilt! vvpciitltd 



Millitn (he Yiur. 


IU. 

An. 

* 'rtiinl ront of rni tul on the' iiiid r.alii)r(' mad - 

8S,,'>(!8 

88,5(18 

lliiiballa t'hurcli --------- 

4S,000 

1.5,000 

• ('ook-rooiiis for sitnflr men’s barracks, at Itawal Pindee - 

!iS,0!KI I 


Sc| of new barracks at Fero/oport for ICiiropcan lulaulrjf icpimi-nts 

c,7:i,‘-’iie 

0,00,000 

( oiiffoc House, at Fcro/cporc - - - , • 

ye,777 

26,777 

ItuiiauKs for SO men at the Convalfbccnt Dipot, Marroo - 

50,000 

50,000 

Hospital at the same place 

41,eH0 

41,2S0 

.t,.')00 soldiers’ boxes 

55,000 

40,000 

a.OOO soldierb’ cols . - . ..... 

50,000 

30,000 

Wall round I’cshawnr Cantoninrul . - - . . 

t5,0‘JI 

45,021 


- _ - 

--- 

IU. 

11,03,088 

5,05,000 


t On eml works . . . - - 

On military works - 

- - - 

IU. 

24,70,0.'iii 

22,2J,0b5 



4(l,0V--O 

1 On new works . . . . - 

On works picviously sunutiuocd 

- 

I.J,«.>,050 

40,04,241 


JU. 

50.00,201 


iie.ss. 2. 


a 









TenaBseriin and 

Martaban 

I'rovincca. 
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, with,betaase^the'_ 

. for ill part by conyict lahi^r,; hssjdesi especi^Jly unwilling that an 

edifice of so much mark as a Government bouse should be cmara^nced before 
we have had an opportunity of examining the design; and, in the present 
instance, the design should still be sent for our inspection, unless the work be 
already too far advanced to admit of any alteration of plan. 


8. The other new schemes are for an arsenal, and for Commissariat godowns 
at Singapore, estimated at 31,347 rupees and 29,130 rupees respectively. I'hese 
buildings are shown to be urgently required, but the choice of sites for them hp 
necessarily been postponed, pending a decision on a question under discussion in 
the Military department as to the construction of a fort, within which, or within 
reach of whose guns it might be desirable to place all the military buildings at 
Singappre. 

9. The whole estimated expense of the three projects enumerated above is 
1,80,477 rupees, and the proposed expenditure upon them, during the current 
season, 40,000 * rupees. The amount entered in Statement No. 2, for expendi¬ 
ture during the same period, on works previously sanctioued, is 87,917 rupees ; 
so that the total for the year would be 1,27,917t rupees, which, however, would 
appear to be reducible, by the employment of convict labour, to 70,593 rupees. 


10. Of the new projects inserted in the budgets of the Tenasserim and Mar¬ 
taban provinces, sixj (as specified in the margin) have received your sanction. 
The estimated cost of each of them is inconsiderable; but it may nevertheless be 
remarked, that wharfs, and similar accommodation for local commerce, ought 
not, in general, to be provided at the expense of the State; their cost should 
more properly be def.ayed from port or local fund.s, or, if no such funds arc 
immediately available, then by anticipation ol dues, to be subsequently levied for 
the use of them. I'he new wharf sanctioned at Moulrnein is distinct from a new 
main wharf, an estimate for which, amounting probably to 1,20,000 rupees, i.s, 
it seems, to be entered in next year’s budget. When this project comes before 
us, we shall be dispose .1 to ask wlu-ther the Moulrnein port dues can be made to 
suffice I'or its execution; and if not, we shall infer that the* commerce of the jelace 
is not sufficiently advanced to require so expensive a work. 


11. The expenditure authorised for the year on new works is 7,000 rupees; 
and on works previtmsly sanctioned, and repairs, 1,.59,025 rupees. The total of 
the year’s expenditure on public works, in the Tenasserim and Martaban pro¬ 
vinces, may therefore be reckoned at 1,60,625 rupees. 

12. The 




Tota] of Eatioiotes. 

! Expenilitiire 

wuictioncd 
during the Ym. 

‘ Govern nmnt Hnuao 

Arsenal .... 

Coiiiniissariat Godowns 


Rs. 

1,20,000 

31,847 

20,130 

Jis. • 

10,000 
10,000 
20,000 


Hu. 

1,80,477 

1 40,000 


Hs. 


f On works newly .vunctiuiicd 

On works previously sunetioned 

- - * - 

40,000 

87,917 


Its. 

1,27,017 

1 Now wliorf at Moulrnein ... 
Rocoustruoling wharf at ditto • 

Tuyat at Taory .... 

Ditto at Mergui .... 
Travellars' house nt lianjroon - ' - 

liridgo over Keying Nullah . • 

- 

Rs. 

2,000 

1,500 

eoo 

1,000 

800 

1,200 


ifs. 

7,800 
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12. ITie extraordinary delay in submitting the budget for Pto was occa- Fegu- 
sioned by the neglect, on the part of most of the executive officers, of the 
repeated calls made 011 them by the Commissioner; and. you have feb yourselves 
under the necessity of declaring your determination “tojiunish all executive 
officers in the proviiK;c who Averc culpably in arrears with their office work, by 
jtlacing them upon half-staffi allowance until the arrears, whether of accounts or 
plans, and estimates, are cleared off.” 'J he statements which were at last laid 
before you were, as you pointed out, extremely defective and informal. 

13. Of the new projects entered in this budget, the only ones which appear, 

from the confused and imperfect documents before us, to hqm received your 
sanction are, the four noted in the margin* (the proposet^M^ings for the 
station of Dalhousie being reserved for a special commumciSSon). In ijour 
letter, however, you state that you have sanctioned 7f.«. 1,61 3. Si^fQr 

expenditujje during the year, on account of works included iti Statement No. 1, 

(the difierence being, we presume, made up by the various military works which 
you had sanctioned at intermediate periods) ; and that the total estimated expen¬ 
diture during the year, which has received your sanction, inclusive of repairs, is 
8,6‘8,871 rupees, of which 4,04,431 rupees are for the Tongoop and Pronie 
roads. The imperfection of the statements i)revents us from distinguishing with 
sufficient, accuracy new works from those already sanctioned. 

14. Our despatch, No. 8, dated this day, showed the. expenditure on public 
works sanctioned for the current year in Bengal, the North-Western Provinces, 
the assigned provinces of IJydiabad, Madras, and llomhay, to be 1,74,01,821 
rupees; viz.: 



On Nuw Wmkii. 

On Work* 

TOTAL. 

l a wliicli iii»y he uddttd— 

Jis. 

Rs. 

1,32,32,050 

//.V. 

For the Piinjiih - . - - - 

„ Straits Seltlenienls - . - - 

„ Teiiasscnm ami Murliiljuii Provinces - 

. 

] 2,45,050 

40,000 

7,1100 

40,04,241 

87,11] 7 

1,50,025 

50,.30,201 

1,27,017 

10,00,02.5 

8,08,871 

lis. 

1 

.54,82,41! 

f 

2,45,04,528 


15. We arc still without tlie budgets for Ouclc and Nagpore, and are there¬ 
fore still unable to compute the year's expenditure lor the whole of India, or to 
take that comprehensive view without which we canuct satisfy ourselves that the 
most judicious distribution has been made of the amount. 

We are, See. 

(signed) /i. D. Mangles, 

London, 17 April 1857. F. Currie, 

&c. See. 


Ih. 
1S,418 
t,14,140 

1 ,K60 
3,.-,87 

Rs.\ 1,.3.S,1I4 


* Miisonry cook-houses for the Native Infiiniry Regiment at Heuzada - 
Cantoiiiiient ruiidii at Rangoon (apparently) . . . . . 

(Of which 25,000 rupet'jf to he expended within the current year.) 
Maoonry privies for artillery at ditto - - - . • . 

Temporary gun-shed at Rangoon ....... 


(True collies.) 

J. ,N. Mill, 

Examiner of Inoia Correspondence. 


East India House,) 
2 June 1837. / 





RETURNS trt Two Orders of tlie Ilonourjtbl* Tl»e Houn of Cowmenit 
dnled 16 ao(i tj April t 844 ;~ 7 /^<', 
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{Mr. Mangles.) 
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Transi^ation of a LETTER froth Lord Zakc to Ihsilut Rao Scmdia, 

dated IS July 1805. 

I wttoTs to your Highness under date the 4th uitiino, and 1 have learnt fl-om 
Mr. Jehk|i|^ that bh delivered the letter to youc Highndsi on the 17th ultimo. That 
gehtlemaiRaa since written me under date the 1st instant, that he had received no . 
answer to any of my letters to your Highness on the subject of his release, and 
that yoyr Highness had, in spite of his strong remonstrances (conveyed through 
your minister, Ramchunder Annah), end of his full explanation of the conse¬ 
quences that would result from his fo;nible detention in your camp, continued to 
refuse comphasice with my demand for his release, though the date fixed in my 
letter of the 5th ultimo for bis absolute departure fi*om your camp had expired. 

In virtue of the full power vested in me by bis Excellency the Most noble 
the Governor..general in Council, I am obliged, by the extraorainary conduct of 
your Highness, to declare, that you have, by your complete departure from the 
treaties of peace and defensive alliance, and by your recent gross violation of 
the law of nations, in forcibly detaining in your ramp the Resident of the Bri¬ 
tish nation, forfeited to yourself and subicets the advantage which you sod they 
enjoyed under those engagements; and I consider the British Government to be 
at libei^ to act towards you in every particular in the mode which a n^;nrd for 
its own interests and security msy dictate. 

I must hereafter Consider the Acting Resident, Mr. Jenkins, and all the gentle¬ 
men and attendants of the British Residency, as prisoners in your camp, and 1 
have strictly commanded that gentleman to become the medium of no Commu¬ 
nication whatever that is unconnected with his immediate release and that of bis 
family and attendants. It is here necessary to inform your Highness, that I 
must deem the release of the British Residency and their safe conduct to my 
camp, or to an English post or garrison, as an indispensable overture to any 
lenewal of an amicimle intercourse or negotiation between the two states. 

(A true translation.) 

(signed) C, T. Metcalfe, 

A. G.G.O. 


(True copy.) 


East India House,'! 
22 April 1844. f 


T. L. Peacock, 

Examiner of India Correspondence. 
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C€>t»IES W tEHERS RfetATING TO SCJNPIA. 


^ ^ » 

COPIES <?f Lkttkr from Eonl X,iike to Dowhtt Jiao ifcmdia, Jane 4th, 1805 . 
LcTTfitts of Mr. Mercer to the Sedfetery of the Government at Calcutta^ in the 
Secret Department, June 4th, 1605, and June 5tb, 1805; Lettjebs from 
Air. tfiertkinn to txird Za^, June 17th and June^Otb, 1805; Lord Ifetteshy 
to liord Xsake, June Sfith, 1805 ; l^ord to iJowhit Rao Seindia, 3n\y 18th, 
1805; Lord iVelUsUy to Dtfwlut Rao Scindia, July 25th, 1805 ; Mr. Jenkins to 
Colonel Malcolm, August lOth and September 15th, 1S05; the Governor- 
general in C'uuncil to Lord 'Lake, July 25th, 1805; the C*^''^’'1tO'Es8^>teral in 
Council to the Secret Committee, July 30th, 1806. . 9 


T..ETTIiR from Mr. Mercar to the Secretary to Government, * 

dated 4 June 1805. . 

Sir, 

I HAVE the lionour to transmit, for the information of his Excellency the Most 
noble the Governor-general, the enclosed copy of a letter from the Acting Resident 
With Dowlut Rao Scindia, to his Excellency the Right honourable the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, dated the 27th ultimo, and a copy of a letter which his Lordship 
has this day addressed 1o that gentleman, with a copy and translation of its 
enclosures. 

1 have, &c. 

Camp Kerowlee, (signed) Grmme Mercer, A.G.G. 

4 June 1805. 


From R. Jenh'ms, Esq., Acting Resident, D. R. S., to Lord JjoJee, 

dated 27 May 1805. 

Aly Lord, 

Since the date of my last despatch, no material alteration has taken place in 
the state of affairs. Serjec Ilao Gbautka continue.s to exercise the functions of 
prime minister, under the prevailing influence of Holkar; but my confidential 
communications with the principal officers of the Government tend to impress a 
^lief, that Dowlut Rao Skindia has resolved not to retain that person in the ad¬ 
ministration, and that Ambajee luglia will bo his successor. 

Ambajee Inglia continues under some restraint, but I Understand that he will 
be released cither this day or to morrow. Inglia has paid about 30 lacks 
of rupees, which have the most part divided equally between the 

confederates. 

I have, Bcc, 

Oamp, (signed) R. Jenkins, 

27 Alay 1805. • Acting Resident, D.R.S. 


From Lord Lake to Richard Jenkins, Esq., dated 4 June 1605. 

Sir, 

I RAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo. 

2. Although the present state of circumstances at Dowlut Rao Scindia*sDurbar 
may appear to indicate a change which may be favourable to a renewal of those 
ndations of friendship which it iS the wish of the British Government to support 
with Dowlut Rao Scindia, yet as these indications ara not sufficiently strong to 
form the basis of any public proceedings, and it becomes necessary that, to meet 
the event of these changes not taking place, some measures should he 'adopted 
which may serve to bring to a conclusion the late wavering and undignified 
conduct of Dowlut Rao Smndia in regard to the Brltiah Residency: 

3. With this View 1 enclose you a letter to hfs Hij^ness, expressing my 
sentiments on this subject, and specifying a period meiyond which I shall 
consider your remaining in his Highness's camp as an evident detention on 
his part, and rendering him respcnsible for the consequences of a conduct 
so unjust and unprecedented. A copy of this letter is enclosed for your 
infarmatloti. 

' 4. Such 
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4. Such a radical change having taken place in the adminiatmtion of the affair* 
of Dowint Eao Soindia before your receipt of this letter as may give yob a near 
prospect of being enabled to carry on the necessary communications with that chief, 
to the advants^e of the interests of Government, or your having previously obtained 
JDowlut Rao Sciodia’s permission lo quit bis camp in consequence of my former 
letters, are the only events which occur to me as rendering the delivery of the 
enclosed nnadvisable or unnecessary, and I desire that, in the event of neither of 
these circumstances having occurred, yoq will loAe no time in waiting Upon 
Dowlut Rao Scindia, and personally presenting to him my letter. 

5. The radical change above alluded to I should consider to include the dis- 
missitp of Sqrjee Rao Ghautka from the councils of Donlut Rao, and the einan* 
cipation of the latter from the degrading influence which Holkar at present 
possesses over him. 

6w You will communicate with Major-general Jones on the subject of your 
quitting Scindia's camp, and the means to be used for the purpose of facilitating 
fl^our arrival in the camp of that officer. 

I have, 8cc. 

Camp, Kerowlee, (signed^ Lake. 

4 June 1H05. 


LKT'l'Fill from Loid Ijcike to Dowluf Rao Scindia (without date). 

I iiAVt repeatedly written to your H ighness on the subject of sending Mr. Jenkins 
and the gentlemen of the Residency, with a proper escort, to ray camp orto the nearest 
Rritisli station. 1 have been informed by Mr. Jenkins of your Highness having 
received the first letter I urote to you on this subject, and it is probable you will 
have received a subsequent letter, which I addressed to your Highness on the I2th 
May, to the same purport. Your Highness, however, has not thought proper, either 
to answer this letter, or to comply with the requisition made in it. This delay in 
sending Mr. Jenkins and the gentlemen of the Residency to a British camp may 
have arisen from an idea in your Highness’s mind that the measures which the 
British Government might think it expedient to adopt, under any eventual state ol 
circumstances, might be retarded by Mr. Jenkins’s presence in yoUr ramp, or that 
his remaining might hereafter facilitate any explanations your Highness might 
wish to offer relative to the tenor of your late conduct towards the British Govern¬ 
ment. It therefore becomes incumbent on me to inform your Highness, that as 
Mr. Jenkins has already, in conformity with my orders, made a demand for your 
Highness’s permission to leave your camp without having obtained it, he cannot 
hereafter be considered as a channel through which any friendly propositions can 
be made on either side, as it must appear to the whole world that he is detained 
contrary to the wish of his Government, and to the rules uniformly observed 
between nations. Your Highness will, therefore, no longer delay this indispen¬ 
sable inca.surc of sending Mr, Jenkins and the other gentlemen of the Residency, 
with a proper escort, to the camp of General Jones, who is now stationed at Touk 
Nompoorah. 

Should it be your Highness’s wish to erase the unfavourable imprcs.sions which 
your late conduct has occasioned of unfriendly intentions towards the British 
G overnment, by opening a free and unreserved communication of your sentiments 
and views, this may be effected by your sending a person of rank and consequence, 
who may be in your confidence, to accompany Mr. Jenkins to my camp; and your 
Highness royiy rest assured that every attention sUtill be paid to him, tmd every 
opportunity afforded him of explaining those circumstances which have occurred 
to disturb the strict union and friendship which have subsisted between the two 
states. After communications way have been made as may satisfy me of your 
Highness’s inclination to return to that line of conduct which will conduce 
towards continuing and strengthening the friendship between the Governments, 
a person of high rfink and respectability will be sent to wait upon your Highness, 
for the purpose of Anally arranging all points which may have occasioned anjf 
interruption to the frienosbip which had been estabBsbed. 

If, however, your Highness should (contrary to my confident oxpectatbn) persist 
in refusing or evading an immediate compliance with this just and necessary demand, 
you will mereby become responsible (or all those consequences which must result 
from so flagrant a violation of the laws of nations; and I therefore deem it 
necessary to inform your Highness, that if Mr. Jenkins and the genUemen of the 

a.ijo. A 3 Residency 
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Residency shall not in ten days after the receipt of this letter be swt from *y®dr 
Highness’s camp, with a sufficient esco4>,towards the nearest British camp, the 
British Gorertiment tauat consider itself absolved from any obligation to preserve 
to your Highness those advantages afforded to you by the treaty of peace, and will 
feel itself fully authorW to pursue such itteasurcs as may be deemed necessary^ 
for the support of its dignity and interests against such lawless proceedings. 

(A true translation.) 

(signed) G. J/ercer, A*0, G. ' 




LETTKii from Mr. Mercer to the Secretary to Guvemraent, 
dated 5 June 1805. 


Sir, 

I iiAva the honour to enclose a duplicate of my address of yesterday, ana ain|| 
directed by his Excellency the Right honourable the Comtnander«ia.«h!Cf to sub¬ 
mit, for the consideration of his Excellency the Most noble the Govchior-general, 
the following obseirvations on the motives which have induced his Lordship to 
adopt the measure of again calling upon Powlut Rao Scindia to give a safe con¬ 
duct to the Residency to xhe nearest British army, and of endeavouring to convince 
that chief that he can derive no advanUge from detaining Mr. Jenkins by the 
evasive and undignified means he has lately used for that purpose. 

2. As Dowlut Kao Scindia has evinced no disposition to alter that line of con¬ 
duct ufaich originally induced his Lordship to recall Mr. Jenkins, by his letter to 
Scindia of the Isth April, his Lordship, with the view of preserving a due con¬ 
sistency in his proceedings, and obviating the bad effects which might have been 
occasioned by his appealing to relinquish a measure which had become more 
expedient from Scindia's subsequent conduct, and the relinquishment of which 
would only have tended to encourage a continuance of the evasions which have 
been employed to waive a compUatice with it, has considered it necessary to 
repeat the demand for Mr. Jenkins’s release in a form which must bring Dowlul 
Rao Scindia to some explicit declaration of the views and intentions he has formed 
in adopting that line of conduct. 

3. His Ixirdship is at the same time fuBy of opinion that no political advan¬ 
tages can be derived from Mr. Jenkins remaining in Scindia’s camp. The infiu- 
cDce which a British Resident would naturally possess in the present apparently 
distracted state of Scindia’s Durbar cannot be exerted by Mr. Jenkins with advan¬ 
tage, from the circumstances which have occurred to render his situation so 
different from that in which s setitative of the Government ought to stand. 
On the contrary, his remaining ill Ibis situation must tend to create unfavourable 
impressions of the power or energy of the Government in the minds of the respect¬ 
able part of Scindia’s Durbar, who are inclined to support the friendly connexion 
between that chief and the British Government, and to diminish the confidence 
with which they might otherwise remind Scindia of the ruin to which an ad- 
herenre to his present line of conduct must finally reduce him. 

4. The party of Scriee 'Rao Ghautk'a and Holkar, his Lordship is of opinion, 
must, on the other hand, gain considerable advantages from the detention of the 
Residency, by enabling them to impress Scindia and those who are interested 
to preserve the friendship of the Goverament with the chief, that whilst Mr. Jen¬ 
kins remains with him no effectual measures will he taken by the Government , 
to resent his infraction of the treaty of peace, nor to deprive those i^trdars of the 
benefits afforded to them by that treaty. 

6. The most direct i^od proper moae which occurred to his Lordship, as calcu- 
lutfd to meet the evasion which Scindia has hitherto ihade use ot to detain 
Mr. Jenkins, imd to convince die Durbar of the impolicy of its proceedings, has 
been to sUpblate a period beyond which Mr. Jenkinses residence in Scindia’s 
camp must be considered as owing to hi$ bjmng positively detained by that chief, 
and to declare that this detention must forfeit the advantages \whieh Scindia and 
his servants derived from the treaty of peace; Whilst it would fully authorise the 
JBntish Government in prosecuting suat other means as it might deem expedient 
icin' the security of its dignity and intdiWst against so flagrant a violation of the . 
‘ laws of nations. , 

b‘. Ibe period spacdiid has been caWltted to admit of his Lordship’s being 
furnished with the Govcrnor-gciierat’s instruciions on the measures to be pursura 

in 
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in the event oi'Dowlnt Rae Scindia’e persibthig in hie refusal to give the Reaiidcncx a 
safe conduct to the British army. 

7. Independent of the more e'fiecti%e mtesorcs tshich the Most noble the 
Governor-general will indisposed to pursue in this event, it appears to his Eord- 
ship advisable that the jagheers granted to the several Siidars in Dowlut Kao 
RcindWs service by the treaty of peace should be iininediately taktn charge of by 
the ofBceis of Government. 

I have, &c. 

(signed)'* GVaftne Jtfemrr, A. G. <J 

Camp, Baroda, o June 1805. 


LETTER from Mr Jettkiws to Lord I.akef dated 17 June 1805. 

• To hiH Excellency Lord XoAre. 

^^y Lord, 

flPsT night 1 had the honour to receive your Lordship's despatch of the 4th 
instant, together with IV!r. Mercer’s letter oi the 6th instant. 

Immediately upon receipt of your Excellency's instiuctions, I signified to the 
Durbar that 1 was anxious to have an early interview with his Higfiuess DouUit 
Rao Scindia, upon business which did not admit of a moment's delay. His 
Highness having accordingly appointed this evening for my attendance, I pro¬ 
ceeded to wait upon the Maharajah, and hud the honour to deliver your Excel- 
lency’s letter. 

After the document had been read and explained to Dowlut Rao Scindia, his 
Highness a as fdeased to signify that 1 should receive a satisfactory reply on the 
day after to-morrow, and that there was no doubt that every thing wpnld be 
ananged in a manner which would tend to improve and secure the friendship 
subsisting between the two states. 1 replied, that a compliance in every respect 
with the terms of your Excellency’s letter would doubtless tend to a permanent 
establishment of that reciprocal confidence which had formerly subsisted between 
his Highness and the British Government; and after some general conversation 
I took my leave. 

I have, ficc. 

(signed) R. Jenkim, 

Camp, near Shahporc, Acting Resident, D. R. B. 

17 June 1805, 9 v.u. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) R. Jenkins, 

Acting Resident. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) J. Adam, 

Deputy Secretary to Government. 


LETTER from Mr. Jenkins to Lord Lahej dated 20 June 1806. 

My Lord, 

Jji my despatch to Mr. Mercer of the 19th instwt, I had the honour to men¬ 
tion that I pjroposed visiting Dowlut Rao Scindia in the course of the day, for 
the purpose ot ui^iog his Highness’s compliance with* the terms of your Elxcel- 
lency’s letter in reply to my message to the Maharajah on the subject of roy 
attendance; I received ne satisfactory communication until the night, at which 
time it was sigmfied to me that either Juswuat Rap Goorpoorab would bo sent to 
me, or his Highness would request my presence at the Durbar in the course of the 
Ibllowiiig day. 

Understanding, boiVever, that it was the wish of the Durbar to evade all com¬ 
munication on “die subject of my defmTturp, farther than the unsatisfactory con¬ 
ference which had already passed, 1 despatched Radi' Pao, the person who acts 
as Mahratta Moonsfaee, with a wrttten message to Dowlut RaoBcindiSi,, purport¬ 
ing that three days hkd ndw nearly elapsed since I had the honour of presentuig 
your Excellency’s letter, but that I have received no ansvter; that your Excel- 

959 . . *4 , 
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forcibly dfrtaibed;' by^iis the i>rCseot 

> between the ti»b itates would be* cQi^deted to be nOvlob|^r- bibdih^nbWi the 
British Govemment; that as your EKcellency had e»pli4% seated mat no 
negotiation could be carried on by ihy iaiani^ his Highness tw^cCnceive 

/ that mv detention would be considered'ds an'indication'of his pacific views ; that 
‘ if we desired to i4' at peace, he would send his vakeels with me tC your E*cel- 
lency*a camp. I concluded, by’requesting that his Highness would'appoint a 
'^day with id the appointed time tfp4a.which' 1; should be permitted to depart, in 
order that I might ^^roafce my arrangeinents accordingly, > ' w* 

^ Td this message, which was readvto'thefMaharajah in the presence of all the 
• principal officers ,of his iGovernment^'Ddwltit RapScindia tepUedy that the letters 
of his Exceliency the'Gov«mor>‘generarhad-informed him that I was vested 
with powers-to transact all mattera* which related to the interests of the tieo states; 
that nil Highitess^had also received) letters to the same effect from G|||mei 
' Close f - and that his’Highness :could 'by no means reconcile the tenor osmose 
' " letter! with that of your Excellency, which informed him that my functions had 
! ; cessed, and that"l'must be allowed to .depart, from camp y.that, therefore, his 
^'CHighnesa would send vakeels <'to your ' Lordship in order to ^-ascertain the nature 
' of the case; 4iat with respect to my cofomunicatioa, d^at if I were not per- 
' m to quit-camp in ten days, the, relations subsisting; between the two states 
would be no longer binding upon the British' Goveroment*”' such an event 
would by no means attach to ifiy oharicter, oot^ would lie- attributed to me; and 
that if hostilities should occdri I need *.be under. no'Sapprehension for my own 
*.) safetyy as the persons of vakeds- wem sacred in- all sittiationsy either of war or 
peace. - Your. Excellency will not fail to observe with indignation, the treache¬ 
rous apd unwarrantable perversion, .of the meaning of the Governor-general’s 


. letter,, to Jusdfy toy detention in camp, and the insolent assertion of a doubt 
relative to the autharity of your Excellency's commands. 1 shall again endeavour 
tp. obtain an apdience.oi'Dowlnt Rao bcindia, to urge the necessity of his com¬ 
pliance with your Loraship’s requisition; but .from the tenor of his Highness s 
„ message,^ ae I^H.as fKom that of every report, I am Jed to conclude that nothing 
less .than..tha most edbjdual ,exertion of the British arms will bring Dowlut Rao 
Sctndta tci a sense of the infamy and disgrace of his present proceedings. 

{ have, dec. 

(sighed) Jenkimt 

Acting Resident, D. R. S. 


20 Jone 1805, 9 


LE'I^ER from the Goverimr-geh^al hi Gqupcil to Lqrd !£<zike, under date 

■■ .■■■ J-'..,-./.as..June-,.1805 

To his Excellency the Righflfonburable Lord j^/tl, &c. &c. &c. 

My Lordy- 

1. The Govemor-genhral in Gooiajlhhabeen appirizt^ byJM^ Mercer’s letter?, of 
the 4th and 5fb instant, to the Secretory tso GdVernment in the Eseret Department, 

' of the churse of mla8(nes.adoptedfoy^yoiw»£^ceRetKiy for effecting the liberation 
Htf Mtf Jenkms from the hamp df l^wtat Rao Soindi^* > >' v 

^ The Goitornor-generaldn Ae honour to atjde to your Excellency 

his etdiite approlmtion of the ineaSuifda<^ppted by your Excellency on this occa¬ 
sion, and tha tenor of your addreatf tpj^owiut Ru) Scindia nf the instanb 

deiimhdii^4ha; i4t^^ oLMr< Jenkhii iatffiin the limited pei^od df ten daydy ' ; 

3.':1n theraeiukl demdititm of affialidfit appears 'ib^>'the iGdveiraoi^^ 

Council to be ne^^ determine ffie course iff ipe^ureljto be flatbed IrRh 
respect to Dowlut Rao .Eciudia under; such evdadk '4>..cnii now beforto^^'oV* 
reasonably supposed.«- This determh^idh will fteeeMaHly ;^ttVdlvte a to^ 
your LorchihipVreference on the subject of tbd measures td be^ddopted m^ l&e 
event of-jDowlut Rao-tSdihdia’s refqlil.vtd^ comply with, your uJtiiiaate requittoioh 
-for thertilcase'*#-Mr. Jenkins. - 

' ' ■ ■■ ,.;v-:,;'-g,;4.:4.:Tbe' 




. or TO SCINDIA. v ‘ 9 

\ 

4. Tha insbfuctiona yhich jb»ve beet) occtutiofiilly itsaed for tba r«gvl»tfOQ at 
your ^cellency's cooijuut IviUi respect to Dowlut B 40 Sctndia, have necesiarily 
varied according to the information which wa« received of the views and proceed- 
ings of that chieftain, but those instructions have resulted from the same uniform 
principles of policy. 

5. 1 he general principle upon which the Govemor-gencrars instructions have 

been foundi>d were, first, to avoid the renewal of hostilities with Dowlut Rao 
Scindia, excepting only under the occurrence of such acts of overt hostility on 
the part of Dowlut Hao Scindia, involving die honour and security of the British 
Government and possessions, as must necessarily place us in a state of war with 
that chieftain; secondly, to maintain the relations of amity and peace with 
Dowlut Rao Scindia, ^cording to the provisions of the treaty of Serjec Ajen- 
gaum, without demanding from Dowlut Scindia or granting to him any con¬ 
cessions beyond the limits prescribed by that engagement. , 

6 . Clie operation of these several principles, however, was necessarily rendered, in 
s^e degree, subordinate to the obligation of obtaining from Dowlut Rao Scindia 
i^atisfactory atonement for the outrages committed ny his servants against the 
person of the British Resident on the 27th December 1804 and 25th January 
1805. Dowlut Rao Scindia having complied witit the demand of atonement in 
a degree which appeared to the Governor-general in Council to be satisfactory, 
it became unnecessary to regulate the conduct of the Governor-general in Council 
towards him by a reference to the outrages ccunmitted by that chieftain’s servants 
against the British Resident. 

7. Exclusively of Dowlut Rao Scindia’s refusing the required atonement, the 
cases which were considered as constituting acts which would justify and require 
on the part of your Excelleucy the measure of an immediate attack upon that 
chieftain’s forces, aere-—• 

First. His proceeding with his army to Bhurtpore, according to his declared 
intention, or in any manner passing the line of demarcation prescribed by the 
treaty of (>eace. 

Secondly. Dowlut Rao Scindia’s placing his amy in a position evidently 
menacing to the British Government or its allies. 

Thirdly. Dowlut Rao Scindia’s receiving Jeswunt Rao Holkar or Ameer 
Khan into his camp, and under such circumstances either continuing in 
his actual position or retiring. 

8 . The Govemor-generars orders to Mr. Jenkins of the 20 th April, autho¬ 
rizing him, on the ground of Dowlut Rao Semdia’s compliance with the demand of 
atonement, to proceed to the adjustment of all depending questions with that 
chieftain on the basis of the treaty of peace, although issued subsequently to 
the Govemor-generars instructions to your l^ceUency, which authorized your ” 
Excellency to attack the forces of Dowlut Rao Scindia in the cases above 
described, were not of a nature to supereede those instructions; and the same 
observation is applicable to the Governor-general’s subsequent instructions of the 
4 th of May, describing the circumstances under which the^ British Government 
would be disposed to admit the agency of Dowlut Rao Scindia in efiecting an 
accommodation with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, since the several orders and instruc¬ 
tions referred exclusively to a state of circumstances which could not be con¬ 
sidered to involve the indispensable necessify of prosecuting hostility against 
the power of Dowlut Rao Scindia, although the conduct of that chieftain had 
ampiyjnsttfied an unqualified declaration of war. 

9. The cases above stated, under the second aqd third heads, may he con¬ 
sidered to have occurred, Dowlut Rao Scindia having ]>laced his army in a 
position evidently menacing to the British Government and its allies, and haying 
subsequently leoeived both Jeswunt Rao Holkar and Ameer Khan, and retired 
with those chieftains; and your Excellency acted in strict conformity to the 
intentions of this Gov^ment, in advancing with the troops under your Excel¬ 
lency’s personal contoiMid towards the position occupied by Scindia, near Ae 
frontier of our ally the Kanah of Gohud. If Scindia had awaited in that position 
the approach of your Excellency’s army, and had refused to comply with the 
deroands which your EaceHent^ was suthoriaed to n.ake, an immediate attack 
upon the united forces of that chieftain and Holkar would have been indispen- 
aitoly necessary for the vindication of the honour and rights of the British Govera- 
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menu *>T il* 'Circuin«>tonceii |iaU ad(n^tte4, flf yoo^'K^fi^oUeurtiy’* |^nrsc|4^ !){»«? 
retreating armies, witU ^ prospect of tOming tlieio to action, yowif |i;3(!9fll(p»oyV 
demands havingJbeett rejected^ that moftsttitn, woolo have he^ nignw,n?cp<^tf'jw» 
and in stHct conformity to the intentions of too Govomor-fie^erali tn Gouncil. |i> 
the event of an attnejt, the British Oovngttn^snt would hav^ h.een plfccd in n 
condition of actual wat with Dowlut Rao Sclndia, and the result of the apiion 
would have determined the necessity of proseepting fuiVher measures of hostility 
against him^ ^ 

10. fh* immj|diBte operations of your Rxcetlency'a army, however, being pre¬ 
cluded by the precipitation of Dowlut Rao 3cindi’^'* retreat, and by the state of 
the season^ it became a subject of deRboration, wbetUer the conduct pf Dowlut 
Rao Scindia wai such as to render necessary, on grounds of honour or security, 
the prosectition of hostilities against Dowlut Rao ^cindip, Whose military opera-. 
Uons were immediately practu'able; in other words, whether, under all the cir¬ 
cumstances of the case, it was necesasaiw to consider the Bnti&li Government to 
t»e III a state of actual lyar with Dowlut Rao Scindla. The circumstances of pt^ 

< ipitation, alarm and disgrace under which the united forces of Dowlut 
bc'India and Jeswuni Raollolkar retreated from their position pf Subbulghur, 
the distressed and inelBcieht condition of their armies, and the denciency of their 
resoiiircnk, upjjeared to the Governor-general in Conncil to preclude that neces¬ 
sity on any grounds connected with the honOpr or security of the British 
Government. 

11. In conformity, therefore, to the general principles stated in the fifth 
paragraph of this despatch, the Governor-general in Council resolved to suspend 
the prosei'ution of hostilities against the pcissessions of Dowiut Bao $ctndia, unless 
that chief should proceed to such acts ot direct hostility as would necessarily 
place us iu a state of war with him. 

12 . At the same time, under the circumstances of Dowlut Rao S( India's con¬ 
duct in uniting h |8 forces with those of the enemy, and of the state of restraint 
and disttess of the British Hesidency at his Uighness’s opuit, your Ex^eRlncy's 
resolution to demand from Dowlut Hao bcindia the release of Mi. Jenkins, and 
Uis safe conduct, with the guitlemen of the Residency and the escort, lo a British 
station, was perfectly proper, aud the temis in which your Exrelltnfy conveyed 
that demand are entirely approved by the Ciovcmor-general in Count il. Neither 
the measure ot withdrawing the Btitish Residency, nor the tenor of your Excel¬ 
lency's letters to Dowlut Kao $cindia, consticutos a declaration of war with that 
chieftain, and your Excellency has very properly avoided a direct menace of war, 
even in the event of Dowlut Rao Scmaia's ultimately refusing to comply with 
your Excellency’s demand for the release oi the British Hestdenev* The course 

^of proceeding, therefore, which yorr Rvcelleiicy' has studiously pursued, leaves 
‘the British Government at liberty, <ti iImi actual situation of ailairs, to adopt either 
a pacific or an hostile system of policy with respect to Dowlut Rao Scindm. 

13. After the maturest deliberations upon tlie measures which it is most 
expedient to pursue in the present condition of afiaiis, the Governor-general in 
Coimtil has fiiiAlly resolved to adhere to the general piiuciples which have 
hitlurto legulated our rondmt towards Doalut Kuo Sdudia, as described in the 
fifth paragraph of this desp«itch ; and the Governor-general in Council now pro¬ 
ceeds to stall lo your Excellency the application of those principles to every case 
which It IS at present necessary to contemplate. 

H, Dowlut Rao Scindia may comply with your Excellency’s requisition for 
tRercloaso and sate conduct oi Mr. Jenkins and ^hc gentlemen of the Residency 
apd the escort, and, although unitej with Bolkar, moy refmin from any positive 
acts of hattiltty against the troops or posaessmus of the British Cmvemment or its 
ali)i.s. ' ^ 

l.*». III this c^e, according to the principles alr^dy stated, the Govemor- 
geneial iu Gonncil is resolved to fulfil ail the obligations^ of tl|e Jieaty of peace 
with Dowlttt Roo Scindia, and accordingly, when ypur Excellency shall have 
leceived intajligepce of tho safe arrival ^ Mr. Jcuki;|ti$ pnu tba gentlemen and 
escort of the Uesidwey int^fe^ at a B^l^tsh station,^ your Di*wlJeacy will be 
pleased to signify this i evolution to Dowlul Rao Scindia, ,Yo»r Excellency will 
at ihf same time intimate to Dowlut Rao $cindia, that yo»9. Ejtcelleuey w dis¬ 
posed to receive at the head quarters of the British army, any person duly autho- 
n/td and tmpowend to negotiate ou the {>art of his iJigHness, and to adjust wiRi 
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tlip P^ot) hO autimriied and pniiwj'tvcfed att* «]^tie|{ioi»s dapcndin^ botwoen tfie 
Briiian Government and Doa^lnt Uao Scindi^* MM pc of the treaty of i>aat*o^ 
Your jSlccelienry wilT further signify to Dowiut ttao iScindia, that if his Htahuoas 
should profpr the meaani^ of a convention 'bT'd< 5 ptotic 8 , your Ej^ccIIenoy wUl* 
despatch a person of rank to Ratnpootah, or td’nn)*^OthM cotivenient station whicli 
his Highness tnay indiehte* for the purpose ot td^'ling^u agent on the part pf his. 
Highn^e, and of adJubHug with that agent all depending questions on the basis 
of the treaty of peace; or, dually, that, under pr<>|:wtr assurances from Dowlut flao 
Sdndlaofhis disposition to ruebivti a British ftbsldeUt at his^court in a manner 
suitable to the dignity of his station, your ExdeHeney will despatch to bis Illgh* 
need's camp an omber of rank, who, in that evexih will In* vested with the powers 
and authority of that statiUn, by credentials ifVom the British Government, and, 
will assdtno the function of BntisU Hesident, and reside in tbat^cupheity at his 
Highness's court. 

16. *The Govemor-gjeueraVs instruetions to Mr. Jcnkuis, of the 2d of April, 
combined with the Governor general's letter to Dowlut Ilao Soindia, of the 4lh 
of that moiiih, appears to the Governor-general in Council to preclude the neces¬ 
sity of any additional instructions relative to the adjustimeut of any tpi<»stions 
dependiug between the British Government and, Dowlut ttao Setudia. 

17. Your Excellency wilt i>e plca.sp(i to consider, us it is to be the fundamental 
principle of atiy negotiation for the adjustment Of depending questions on the 
basis of the treaty of peace, neither to demand from Dowlut Uao Scindla nor to 
concede to that chieftain any point whatsoever beyond the limits of the provisions 
of that treaty. 

18. If Dowlut Rao Scindia should express a desire to renew the provisions of 
the defensive alliance, yonr Excelloiicy will refer for instructions dpou that 
subject to the authority of the Governor general in Council; at the same'time your 
Excellency will be pleased to signify to Dowlut Rao Scindia, tliat the British 
Goveiniuent is di‘«po8ed to renew the defensive engagements which his conduct 
had necessarily suspended, and oven to assign to him the portion of the territories 
conquered from Jeswunt Rao Holkar, whiCu the British Government originally 
engaged to assign to him, provided the conduct of bis Highness shall be consistent 
with the obligations of the defensive alliance. 

19. Your Excellency will of course understand it to be the wish of the CJover* 
noi-general in Council, that liicutcnant-colunel Malcolm should be the oilicer 
despatched, either to meet the agent of Dowlut Uao .Scindia, or to proceed to that 
chieftain's court in the capacity of Resident. 

20. Dowlut Rao Scindia may refuse toromply with your Excellency's demand 
f«« the release of Mr. Jenkins, abstaining, however, from the commission of any 
violence, or the impositiou of any restraint upon him, and merely detaining bitp • 
in the manner in wfuch he ha.s hitherto been detained ; or, in the expectation 6f 
inducing the British Govenunent to acquiesce in Mr. Jenkins's continuance, pr to 
suspend em’tcivc measures, Scindia may inantfbst towards the British Residency 
nu unusual degree of respect and attention, and maV enable the Residency to 
maintain a due degree of respectability and ciedit within the limits of his cahip, 

21. The Governor-general in Council concurs entirely in opinion * with'your 

Excellency, that Mr. Jenkins must not be suffered to continue in the camp of 
Jlowlut RaO Scindik under any circumstances whatever. Tlie British Government, 
therefore, must not be induced, by any change of conduct on the part of Dowlut 
Ilao Scindia towards tlie British Restdency, to withdraw the demand for the release 
of Mr. denltins, with thP ^ntlemen and escort of Ae Restdency. In the case 
supposeijl, however, the Gcvemor.geOeral in Counctl will deem it luffieient, in 
the first instance, to adopt a measure of retaliation, by publicly prohibiting 
Dowlut Uao Scindia’s Vakeel at Calcutta from quitting that city, atm oy commu¬ 
nicating lliis profajibittoa to DowUit Ran Scindia, and by promulgating it in the 
most public mannci^at eV^ry couft in India, ff this haeasure should not induce ' 
Dowlut 'Ran Scindfa' to rmckse the British Resident, the Governor-general in 
Council wilt deem it necessthy'to declare the ausppnaion of the payment of the 
atipends, Cf the revenues oRDbqlcpore, Bared and Rajah Kerrah, payable under 

the treaty dt‘pnaefe. Jf iMt meadtire, also.'bftef a ku^cientiutitude of trial, shonM 

E rove ineffectual, it Will be cx|iifl|i)ent. in the jndi^cnt of the Governor-generill id 
Council, to proceed to tho Coercive measures of reserving all the jageers granted by 
treaty df^ace, of k4nibg Dctivlut Rao Soihdia's possessions in Ahmednit^ur. 
atid of attacking Assurgbur and Boorhampore, and Scindia’s itsveral forti> near the 
9SV- * 8 frontier 
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pitcellifecy tifiH ohsetve, from thO tenor of tbe#e instructions, that, 
1t1^^hdihk')3il^'‘indisputable jhi^tice of considering' Dowlut Rao Scindia’s 
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grotunlil on wbirh tUu al>ri»g*tion of the provisions of the treaty of petice atP 
roDijde^ to pUco th« British Gov(?ro«peBi,t Wj * stoto of war with Dowitit Rao 
Scifidja. ‘The measore ef deolawiag the provffiioas of the treaty of peace sus¬ 
pended until Oowhit Mt# i!)hohid abandon hU connexion with Hollar 

fwonldtifnihi^tty inTellta the naness|ty of>#fe, in the event of Dowlut Pao 
jScMih’i inability or dlain^lihnttton to eonp^^jittUi that dntnand. Your Excel- 
U»ey will pi^babljil eonnist *« opinion with tiiptGoveri;(prtgene|!;ii|il in Council that 
the ineasi«f<e of anspendlietf thosn proviaiops wonid not be attended with success. 
In the‘petliial eondtiSoii. of Seindia’t^aflairf, ho,i% probably upable to fflfoct his 


lin thft 

emancipatioa from tM Oi^W of Qbautka,<a^ his fWcitde Jeawunt Rao 
Hollar; both Hollar and Gbantla are uh(| 0 ^onably desirous of involving 
Bowlut Rao Steindin in a war with the British. Government, and their inRuencc 
sn the 60 UR 0 lhit».and|htdr aocendimcy in the Govefomtart of Dowlut Rm Scindia; 
wonld enahlotlihein to prevent his compliance with our demand. The edect, 
theradwe, of the ptpoposed measkire of suspanding provisions of the treaty of 
, fiieace in the manner described would be to predpif^ a war with Dowlut Rao 
Scindia, amd* eonsequently, to cement the confederacy which it is our object to 
dissolve^ ^ 

fip. It ia ohviousthatfthe same inSumiceand ascendancy tnaypreclude the release 
of the British Residenoy; but the Goveraor«genenM >n Council deems the hmiour 
and reputation of the British character in India, smd, consequently, the secufrity of 
the BriUsh Empire, to be involved in supporting our demand for tfie release qf the 
Residency at the hazard of war, with^t reraremce to the causes which may 
preclude jDowlut Rao Scindia’s compliance with that demand. The Governor- 
general in Council does not consider the junction pf Hollar and Scindia, uncon¬ 
nected with their joint prosecution of measures of actual war against the British 
Government or its allim, to involve similar considerations of honour and ' 

the Governor-general in Council, tberefore, has not judged it «xpi^ien\ ,by 
demanding the separation of Dowlut Rao Scindia fVom dmwunt Rao Ijtollar, to 


ot the chieftains, who at present control hts councils, and who mre intei 
uioventing bis cumpliunce witli the demands of the British Govemmeni. 

* ...M, ^ * .• *-0 • V • « ta jh 




that when the British Residency shall have been released, no aUetcatlve is left 
to the British Government but eitlier to adhere to the obligations of the treaty of 
peace, or to be prepared for the immediate prosecution of hostilities against Dowlut 
Rao l^indta. 

31. While the Britisli Government shall continue to adhere Ut the oblimstipas 
of the treaty of peatie, Dowlut Rao Scindia has an obvious interest in lefniuiu^ 
from such a participation in the hostile proceedings of Hollar as must ucces^|d|y 

' see him in a state of war with the British powei ; and althouj^h Dowlut^ R^ 
India may not immediately possess the means of emancipating himself frmh fiis 
connexion with Holk,ar, he probably has the power of abstaining from a participa¬ 
tion in the war. ^ 

32. No principles of permanency exist in the present extraordinary combina¬ 
tion of the interests of powlnt Rao Scindia and Jgswunt Rao Hollar, which has 
been cTectad tbrodgh the agency and ascendancy of Serjec Rao Otiau^a. It Is 
not probable that the adherents of Dowlut Rao Rcindia wiU long submit to be fhe 
inatrumenttiof the wild and profligate designs of jeswunt Rao Hplkar and 


and, if he should 
pf pride and mdi 


degradit 

in.tn^b 


control of thpse chieufims w% have abused hjs i^fldnnceand uimrped hjs po^er.« 
The pacific course of policy frhieh the Ooverqiorogenerai in Council hi^ now 
resolved, to adc^t is j^platofL to acceleiwte the dissolntion of the eonnhsldn 
between Dowlut Rim Swindin auidr JeaifuntvRM,^^ -" ... 

33. IfSoiudia shau£Lc9i!|un|i^to^Utiesagid*%n^ 

British Government, either ^lyv orjn cOnpanf^wRh 4#jruqt,|lMy 
British Govemmeni, m 
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'be ’He/ expediehcy 


.i#m| .liap '{)|%vi6iiB''«ii.bi£^eri'en'' en<x' ^tici-’ ''' 

tatiQni!^ib%:P»^k^^*»-'& preidrtv«ifewtioi*fr^-a^et*s*:tl|^^ ^flfter'- of.•'terms,' '.ittich 'as 
.T«8MFapt?H«o ^olkar<^ipitt bo^es?pecie4' to injurious 

to.the «eput.airi«mi an4'»li»mate}v liHzardou^ to the security, of the British Oovern- 
if is- 4oub4mi^4!^m^VO^':whetH<»:;tlie haUghUtie^, ferocity and turbulence 
ofjIlolfcerWdiij^08ita,oo:-w underony circussstaneOs ufhatevOr, be reconciled to 
a^on^iiton'of dep^odoi^^ i(idnti!(4« ' It vi| 'manifestly inconsistent with that 
r*^fasr 4 r 7 '|di'tUeHi^pufition of dko’' Bwfisb-^ the preservation of whioh 

c4ioi(^i4b|t^ |i» balVtai^ Jof-oiur poiiriir. Or with the principles of prlhUe, 

fait^.and honour, to bder concessions to Molkar; and his rejection or acceptance 
philOom^e^iOnafofiet^; duder the circdinstances, of; the present moment would 
'to a&a1ie"the;!fo^ of our power. .Toe Gdvemor-general in 

OouhbiitlBtereloio, does: not entertain atiy iii^ediate^eitpeotation o£ effecting a 
settleinent writh dbswdnt Hol^^ Ifthoi^ver, at any future^^,period’of time 

Jeswuat|Bw.‘';j9p'lihaF 8lmu3^-|^s^|s^i^''ffS^#4»on;'tD,accede to, terms,of peace 
wi%^p.Britiah';';G6v^^^^ (Ssilllis^^^na^ai in Gouncil will deem if eKdo- ■ 

dieht to fipfo considemtiou whatissvBr proportions may be made fpr ibat 
purpose on the. part of Wolkar; and while the ooiiduOt of Dowlut Roo Scindta 
shall he sueh as to .. enable ps to mainht^ : Wkh him tlm relatiohs of amity a 
peace ou; *h 0 basis pf thd tresaty of , Governor-general ifi 

,Cou’ 0 cU,:|^ill;<mpaidfrvit tij ho •dph|tfj^||;'Tpi1lh-vtl^d WwioBS to:adnktt:of.’Ddwlttt: 
Rao ffclpdia's agahey in the pacification .with deawunt 

Kao;..Boikap .‘■"' .jlf, ' tbercffirei., under .tho yd|f 0 d^»| 8 “bes ,djra_cinbWf 
Seldffia:-''shdhl'd''yOovOy?to';yoU'r ■Ekcidl^i^^pdjf,'jpi|dp^ffiOi^'’,fdr''y 
J ef lei^t '-ISUid' Holki^, ydttf 'Effiselioimy'^Iw‘:,l|ev'p%i8«i ?tp 

: aw'^d»'''0(jfe^uhici^:tfein’'id‘J Bid <^.!ir|i.dit|fiip^ddrdi fd ''''C«nhcff’md^|;hd"<^na:^fea-Ii 
tihnd?f'Gu8'dhttiient,.Atr1!fn't^^' j^ch'- pi^' 

: thd Gpf||n'or^hh#* 

teriOs-'df^ 


should 
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MilitaTy AK«tiNst H 0 l|](ac beyond tWextent nececsevy for 

tlw^v defeb^rt of oi»r poooesoioiio, oaC tlwoe of our oJIios, ogitinot »ny ottewpi on 
ibe part of iWikat tO diotorb tbew. Tho ftrraogfStttot; prejocribod by tbo >»otro*-« 
ti^Qo of tb<f 0oveF»or-^netal in Council of tbe i7tb of May auportode the neco#-" 
sity of any fbrtber suggestions upon that subject a| present., i 

38. Vour Eacaljenoy will have observed that Mf; Jenkins has deemed it proper 
to withhold the Movemor^generars letters to Dost'Wt Eao bcindia of the 4tU of 
Aprib eontainiog a detailed reply to that chieftaWe letter of the 18th of October 
1804* and of the 23d ef ApRil>«180d» eommnrdeating to Soindia ,tbe Governor, 
genansl'e acceptance of his fetter pf apology fo# the outrages committed by his 
servenfa against, the person of the British repieseptative at his HigliUesS'l Court* 
comhioed with bla verbal dedarationsv and thomaiof his mioisters« as h satisfactory 
atonement for those outrages. Mr< Jenkins has been induced to withhold those' 
letteta by the cotiiideratioa that they were respectively prepared under the sujp. 
positioMtbf^a State of oircumstaoces which did pot hSist at ti>e time when Mr. 
Jenkins received those letter#. The same considesations appear to have induced* 
Mr. JenkmS to withhold your Excellency’s letter to Dowfot B*o Srindia of the 
12tli of May. The Governor-general in Council ^nnot approve the conduct of« 
Mr. Jenkins in enspendiug the delivery of those Jettirs. ' 

30* The Oovemorr>g8neml in Council is especially desirous that Dowlut Rao 
Scindia should receive the OovUraor-generar# reply to his HiglmeSs’s letter of 
the 18th October* and the Governor-general in Council also deems it of import¬ 
ance that Dowlut Rao Scindia should be apprised of the Qovemor.geoeml*s' 
acceptance of the atonement which, he offered. The Governor-general has there¬ 
fore directed duplicates of those letters to be transmitted to your Excellency, aUd 
the Oovernor-genera! in Council requests that your Excellency will be plea^ to 
forward them to tbe camp of Dqwlut Rao Scindia, with a letter from your Excel- 
lency, containing an explanation of the causes which prevented tbe delivery of 
the originals of those letters. 

40. If Mr. Jenkins should be in tbe camp of Dowlut Rao Scindia, theQovemtor- 
general in Council is not aware of any objection to his agency in the delivery of 
the letters, iiotwitlixtanding tbe Hiiapension of his fuoations as the representative 
of the British Government at Uowlut Kao Bciodia’s court, since the delivery of 
the letters may be considered as an ofiiciai art exclusively referable to a period pf 
time autccodeut to the suspension of his functions. 

In the event supposed, therefore, your Excellency will be pleased to issue the 
necessary instructions to Mr. Jonkius fpr the delivery of the Gnvernor<gceetara 
letter to Dowlut Rao Scindia. • 

We have, &cs - 

(signed) Wdk»/M. 

Fort William, O. H, Barkm, 

25 June 1805. Ct. U(h^, / 


T 

Trai}si.atio8 of a LETTER from Lord Lake to Dowiat RaA Schidut^ 

dated 18 July 1805. 

1 wnoTs to your Highness under date the 4tU ultimo, and 1 have learnt from 
Mr Jenkins that he delivered the letter to your Highness on thu 17d» ultimo. 
That gentleman has since written me under date the Ist instant, that he had received 
no answer to any of my letters to ypnr Highness on subject of bis release, «md 
thaj( your Highness bad, in spite of his strong renuoustmnoes (conveyed through 
your minister, Eamebunder Antmb). and of bis full explanation m tbe conse- 
qdenees that would result from his forcible detendtm in your campi continued to 
refuse compliance with my demand for his release, though the date fixed in my 
letter of the 6tb uUimb, lor h^i absolute departure firnm your camp, bad expired. 

in virtue of the full power vested in roe by bis ExdcUency the Most nc^ie tbej 
Governor-general in CouncR, 1 pin obliged, by the batraordinary conduct of your 
Highness, to^clare that imve by your cumpl^te departure fcoro the treaties 
of peace road deiflmsive aHiupoe, and by your recent gross fiolattott of the taWs 
of nations* in j^ibW detaining m your carop tbe Resident of the British nation, 
forfeited to ydnraelf and subiacis tlie advantage which you and they bbipybd 
under those engageipents, and 1 copsidii^ the British Government to be at liberty 

.«4 tM 


to act toward* vtoi 4tt «VBty partlcuW ^|j 0 i ilt® to«>4e wM^li^a %BHNi for Ito Pfn 
intoreata and *«b^rity may alctete. ' . . , „ , 

I moat hereaw tiofutidar theActing Rasident^Mr.f^anitttMi a»t4 all the gartttetttoa 
and attendants of tlbc British Residency, W prispnetn m yonr capjp, and I have 
strictly commanded tlmt gendeman to bCeotoe the medium of no eomamincattw 
whatever that is uncooneQted with his immediate release, and that of his family 
and attendants. It is here necessary to inform your Highness, that I must d|««tn 
the relesse of the British Residency and their safe'conduct to my camp, or to an 
English post or garrison, as an indispensable overture to any rejjcwal of un 
amicable intercourse or negotiation between the two states. 

(A true tmaslation,) 

(signed) C.T.Metm^, 

A. G. G. O. 


LETTER from tlic Govemor->general in Council to the Secret Committee, 

dated do July 1805. 

To U»e Honourable thw Secret Committee of the Court of Pirectors. 

Honourable Sirs, 

Gun despatch of the I5tb June to your honourable Committee, contained a 
communication of our latest advices from the oonfedemtod armies of Jeswunt Eao 
Holkar and Dowlot Rao Scitidia. The Govenunr*gettcral in Council, also, 
transmitted with that despatch a copy of his Excellency toe Right lionoorable 
the Commander>m«cbief’s instructions to llr. Jenkins, the Acting Resident at the 
court of Powlut Rao Sciodi% in reply to hlr, Jenkins’s communication, of an 
expected change in toe administration of that chieftain, and a copy of the Com- 
mander'in-chiers letter to Dowlni Rao Scrndia, dated the 4to June, requiring 
the dismission and safe conduct of Mr. Jenkins, and the gentlemen and escort 
attached to the Residmtoy, within the period of ten days after Scindia’s receipt of 
that letter. l*be Oovernor-gcaaeral in Council now deems it proper to transmit 
to your honourable (fommitt^ a copy of a letter from Mr. Mercer, the Governor- 
general's agent at head quarleia, dated the Sth June, stating the considerations 
which suggested to the Commander-in'chief the expediency of tlic measures 
adopted^ his Excellency for efleeting the release of the Britbb Residency at the 
court of Dowlut Rao Scindia, 

2. The Governor-general in Council has already signified to your honourable 
Committee his entire ^probation of thb tenor of toe letter which the Commander- 
in-chief addressed to Powlut Bao Sctndia. After the receipt of those despatches, 
the Governor-general in Council dlMtsid his deliberate attention to toe important 
object of determining the course m policy to be pursued by toe Britisb Govern¬ 
ment, not only in toe event of Powlut Rao Hcindia refusing or evading com¬ 
pliance with the Commander-in«chiers demand for the liberation of the Residency 
within toe prescribed period of time, bqt also under the Cigcurrence of any events 
which could at that time be foreseen or reasonably supposed. 

3. The measure of withdrawing the British Residency did not necessarily 
place toe British Government in a state of war with Dowlut Rao Scindia; and 
the Commander-in-chief having very properly avoided a direct menace of war, 
even in the event of Dowlut Rm Scinqia's refusing or evading a compliance with . 
his F4Soeltency*8 demand, the course pf measnres pursued by the ^mmander- 
in-chief appeared to the Goveroor-gen«ml ih Council to leave the Briti&h 
Government at liberty, hi the actnali state of circumstances, to adopt either a 
pacific or an hostile system of policy wito w»pect to Powlut Rao Scindia. 

4. With a view to determine this important qnestton, the Oovemor-gmieral m 
Council deemed it proper to advert to toe general |»inci|^ which had regu- . 
Jated the conductor this Goveramemt townrds Dowlut Rao windia, and to apply 
those principles to the actual sitaatfon of affairs, and to any state of circum¬ 
stances whiolt might be expected to avise^ Those principles were,*—first, to 
avoid the renewal nf hostilities vrito Dowlnt Rao Scindia, excepting only under 
the occurrences of such acts of overt hpatility on the part of Powlut Rao Scindia, 
involving the honour and isCcurity of the iEHtish Government and possessions, a* 
must necessarily place us in a state of war with that chieftaU; secondto, to 
maintain the relations of amity and peace with Powlut Rao Scindia, according to 
tot* provisions of the >'vaty (^f Scrjce Ajengaum, without denutoding from 

DovHut 
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Powtut Rao St'imlia or granthig to lilia any beyond tte limits pre¬ 

scribed by that eugagemvut 

6 . The operatipn of these general priaciples, hdwever, was necessarily ren^ 
^ered in some degree subordinate (0 the obligation of obtaining from Dowlut 
Rao ficindia a satisfactory atonement for the outrages committed by his servants 
against the person of the British. Resident on the 27th December 1804. and 
25th .Januaiy 1805. Dowlut Kao Scindm having complied with the demand of 
atonement m a degree whicli appeared to the Governor-general m Council to be 
satisfactory, it became unnecessary to regulafe the conduct of the (Soveruor-general 
in Council towards him by any references to the Outrages eomniitted by .that 
chieftain's servants against the British Resuleut * 

P. Exclusively of* Dowlut Rao Scindia’s refusing the icquired atonement, the 
tases which were coiisidciod as constituting acts which would justify aud requite 
the measure of an immediate attack upon tlidt chicftain’a forces were,—■ 

First. Ilis proceeding with his army to Bhurtpore according to his Ucclaicd 
iutention, or in any manner passing the Hue of deuiarratioii preset ibed by 
tl.c treaty of peace. 

Second. Dowlut Rao Scindia’s placing his army in a position evidently 
menacing to the British Government or its allies. 

Thud Dowlut Kao Scindia’s receiving Jcswnnt Rao Holkaror Ameer Khan 
into Ins camp, and under such cucuinstances cither continnuig m his 
actual position or rctiuug. 


If 

I 


7. '1 he cases stated under the second and thiid heads may be considered to have 
oci lined, Dowlut Rao Semclia having placi‘d his army m a position evidently 
menacing to tlie British Government and its allies; and having subsequently 
rcceived both Jeswunt Rao Uolkar and Ameer Khan, and ictiired with those 
chieituius, his Excellency the Comintciidcr-m-chicf acted in strict conformity 
to the instiuctions of this government 111 advancing with the troops under his 
Excellency’s personal command towards the position occupied liy Semdia, near 
the fiontier of 0111 ally, the Kaiiah of Gohud. If Kcindia had awaited in that 
position the appiuach of the British nnny, and had rt‘fuscd to comply with the 
demands which the Cotnniaiidct-in-c“hief was autbuiued to make, au immediate 
attack upon the united fuicc.s of that (liicKumaud ilolkar would have been indis¬ 
pensably necessary for the vindication of the honour aiid rights of the British 
Govc‘rninenl, or li circumstances had admitted of the puisuit of the rcticati^ 
armies with a piospcet of forcing them to action, the C'oiumander-in-chiefs 
demands having been rejected, llial measure would have been highly cxp^-dient, 
and lu strict conlomiity to the intentions of the Governor-general in Council. 

8 . In the event of an attack, the British Government would have been placed 
in a condition of actual war with Dowlut Kao Scindia. and the result of tlic 
action vt'ould have determined the necessity of piosccuting further measures pi 
hostility against him. 

9. The immediate opemtions of the Britishaimy, however,being precluded by 
the piccipitalion of Dowlut Rao Scindia’s ictreat, aud by the slate of the season, 
itbeiuine a subject of deliberation whether, under all the circumstances of the 
case, it was ucceiisuiy to consider the British Ouvernment to be in a state of 
actual War with Dowlut Rao Scindia. '1 he circumstances of precipitation, alarm and 
.disgrace under which the united forces of Dowlut Kao Scindia and Jeswunt Rao 
Ilolkar retreated from tlicir position ai Subbulgurb, the distressed and inedicient 
condition of their armies, and the deficiency of their resources, appeared to the 
Governor*general in Council to preclude that necessity An any grounds connected 
with the honour or security of the British Governioent. 

10. In conformity, therefore, to the general principles stated in the 
paragraph of this despatch, the Governor-general in Council resolved to suspend 
the prosecution of hostilities against the possessions of Doalut Riso Scindia, 
unless that chief should proceed to such acts of direct hostility as would neces¬ 
sarily place us in a state of war with hint. 

11 . At tlie same time, under the circumstances of Dowlut Scindia's conduct 
in uniting his forces with those of the enemy, aud of the state qf restraint and 
distress of the British Residency at his Highness’s court, it apptwred to be indis¬ 
pensably neccssaiv, for the preservation of the credit and dignity of the British 
Government, to demand the release of the Residency, and to maiutain that da- ‘ 
mand even at the hazard of «ar. The GovoniOi gcncial lU Council, however,' 



beyond th« .time UnaUed by the Commander>-in*chief, the Govemor-generil in. 
Council resolved, in the first instance, to adopt a measure of retoliatico* by pub-* 
licly prohibiting Dowlut Rao Scindia’s, Vakeel at Calcutta from quitting that city, 
by communicating this prohibition to Dowlut Rao Scimiia, and by protnui^tiqg 
it in the most public^ tnanner at every court in India. If this measure sitould. not 
induce Do^vlut RaO Scindia to rele^ the British Residency, the Governor- 
general id Council resolved to d^la^ .the suspension of . the payment of the sti¬ 
pends and ef the revenues of Dhqlepqi^, Baree and Rajah Kerrah, payable under 
. the treaty of peace ; and if this me^urej: also, after a sufficient latitude of trial, 
should prove inefiectuab the Goyetnoiv^neral in Council was decidedly , of 
opinion that it would be expedient to adopt the coercive nieasures of resuming 
ail the jagheers granted by the treaty of peace, in seizing Dpwlut Bad Scindia’s 
possessions in Ahmednuggar, an4 attac^ng Asseerghur and Boorbampore, and 
Scindia's scvc^rai jffirts near the frontier of Guzerat,. declaring.-at the same time to 
.Scindia, that tSTo'se possessions jshqnld be restored when Mr... Jenkins, with the 
gentleipen, and ^mrt of the Residency, should have been, released, and should 
have arriv^ in mfety at a British station. 

12 . Brith regard to the conduct of Dowlbt Rao Scindia, considered without 
reference to the detention of the Residency, Hhe resolution of the Governor- 
general in Council was regulated as befol-e, by the general principles stated in the 

, pmagraph. ■ 

13. The Grovernor-generai in Counci) was decidedly of opinion, that, notwith¬ 
standing the indisputable justic'e pf cOtLsidering Dowlut Rao Scindia’s actual 
connexion Sritb Jeswunt Rao Holkar to be a legitimate ground of war with 
Dowlut Rao Sdlndia, that connexion Was attended with circumstances which 
precluded the necessity, on grtiunds either of security or honour, of rendering it a 
cause of war with Scindia; and the Governor-general in Council accordingly 
resolved to refrain froni tbcTtesee'etion of hostilities against Dowlut Rao Scinma, 
on the ground Of his connexion with Holkar, uncombined with acts of positive 
aggression on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindia against the British CovemmMit 
or any Of its' allies. This determiniitiun appeared to the Governor-general in 
Council to preclude the abrogation and even the suspension of any of the obli¬ 
gations Of the treaty of peace. 

■ T4. The abrogation of any of the provisions of that treaty, without the mutual 
Consent of the contracting parties, obvimisly constitutes a virtual dissolution of 
that engagement, and both panics consequently revert to the condition in which 
they reTarively stood befo’fe ^b#%Onclffiiion of the treaty of peace. In that event, 
therefore, ffie British Gpv^rOuuKlR would lie placed in a state of war with Dowlut 
Rko Scindia, although we should refrain from the actual prosecution of military 
operations against uiat chieRain. Under the operation of the same principles, 
it' was evident that the pleasure of declaring the suspension of any of the pro¬ 
visions of the treaty of peace until Dowlut Rao Scindia should abandon bis 
connexion with Holkar Would involve the necessity of war in the event of 
Dowlut Rao Scindia’s inability of disinffiinatipn to Comply With that demand. 

16- For these reasons the Governor*general in Council Was decidedly of opinion, 
that after the British Residem^ should haWe been r^eased, nd ’idtemattve was left 
to the British Goverainent but eitbhf td adhere to all the dhU^tionS of the treaty 
of peaiw, or to be prepared for the imlpiiediate proifeeutipn U?'hostilities against 
Dowlut Rao Scindia. ' . ’ . 

IfiL )t appea^d to ;the Govempr-gweral in Cjpnneil, that while the British 
Guvefnii^t shbuld; to adhdtW;' to/ihe'dbltjgation* peace, 

il^WIht' Rao Sniiffiia'h.adan in^el^‘^ l^fiWthmg frum such a 'patttcipafiion in the 
hostile; pidceedmgS of Holkar sw lapR dbcessarily pla«^ himi in a state of War With 
the British j>oWer, ;'ii^ that, tdthpt^ BdWlnc Rap'^india might not immediately 
possess the "^ans of WtaaBCipat«j]^i^l^eif Tfmn W with Holkar, he 

'probably bad the >p<^^ of abstsdnk^;' a parricipatioh.v' in, the war. Thiese 
considerations isfiaepeed the de|tben«l>4 resolntton dt the''Govemotvgenered, in 
Comici) to adhere to the ^obligatiohs^m the treaty'of peace WiRir Dowlut 
Scindia, notwithstanding the cont^uaifce of' that chiefts^V comseximW with, 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar,^ jWto^ii^d Dowkft.-Rao heindia shopM* ultimately sutrendiw 
tl»e person of Mr, Jfes&iAisy With the'gdd4emeo,.and, '«sCort «ttocil^ 


actuated- byau ’ankious-vdesireW 6 'i'kytod' 5 tWt'>xtreroity,Sdeeffieid!|'.»t.|..aovisable^^^ 
adopt intermediate measures, which .might induce DoWlnt RaorSeindwt ffi com¬ 
ply with that demand. In ffie event, therefore, of the detention of the I^idencv 



\ ’fi' *;' 


CWiM OF iitoas REI^TING'i:0| SdlNBf A; - 


/'■ S" 


19 

tlie. 


• . .XL’’ .' 


fdeijcy} and sjbaald ra^Vain,; From toet prosecutiott^pf ^ of: war agkihst ' 
British Govehiailferit ■' 

- 17; On tW bjasis'^of tlies^ JWntiihehtSs and reWp^(|«tthe Governof«|6heral{m ' 

; Council traiiilh^ted to the Bight; hdnburahle ti>n'C<ifijaiewler-in«chief instructufns 
i for the regulation of'his conduct uiiidter the occ»rfencg‘of'aoy eVerits Which it was 
,1 necessary to bohthmplBLte. ' Fhe Govemor-generat iti Council,,deeiaing it to be 
' suijSpeht to state in the; body'of this despatch, the ganeml, principles of policy 
which regulated bis cohouct with regard to BdWlut Bao Scindia, refers your 
honourable Committee to the enclosed copy of hia instructions to the Comtnander- 
in-chief, Which were dated, the 25th of June, for, Irtformation relative, to the appli¬ 
cation of those , principles to eventual occurrence*. ' You# hoiiourdbie Committee 
will observe thiljt those instructions also cbmpr^hp<l the declaratioti of the septi- . 
‘ ments add OidetS of the Goveimor-^neral in Gduacil on the subject of a pacifica¬ 
tion with dps wbdt Rho Holkar. ..With, a view to remedy the error in Mr. jenkins s 
coodiictla .withholding the C^verho#-general’s letter to Dowlut Rao Soitidia, of 
the 4th and 22d'Api'jf (to •WIiict Our fepatch td ydOr honourable Committee of 
the 31st of .May retprS), the Goveinlot-general in'^wncil further'deemed it expe- 
' dient to transrdit duplicates of those letters to the JCdmmhoder-in-chief, directing 
h!s Excellency^ id'TorWttt’d them, with positive jfiwf|pidns to hSe; Jenkiirs fo# Ae 
immediate delivery of them to Dowlut Bab Scihdihi'expla&iing at the isWe time 
to Ins'Highneisi the Cau^SCs Which prevented tlie dbliVery of thte 'brigiimls of-those 
letters'. ' ' _ ... ■•' ’ 

18. The Governor-general now adverts to the procoEdings of tbeHconfederate 
chieftains, according to the advice# received from Mr. Jenkids 'sirice the date of 
the latest intelligence which had reached the Governor-general in Cdhncil at the 
date of our despatch to your honourable Committee of the bf Jnltb. ; ' 

19- Dowlut Rao Scindia and Jeswuut Bao Holkar continued to mpv^ in 
westerly direction towards Ajtoere. Th,e detail, of their progrelia is described in 
the despatches from Mr. Jenkins to his Excellepcy the Coinm8n4er'ria-chief, 
which are noted in the margin, and of which copies are annexed to this despateli. 
With reference to the observations contained^ in Mr. Jenkins’s despatch, to tbo 
Commander-in-chief of tlie 7th of June, on the subject of. the disposition of the 
petty chiefs of Mindostan and of the Rtypoot Spites, it may be prppe# to state 
some observations for the notice of your, honourable Committee ; their^ cpodUct 
must necessarily be regulated by the progress of events. Noue of 'Biose chiefs 
possesses singly the power of resisting the forces of the confederates; iund, any 
effectual conibination among those chiefs is rendered impracticable by the nature , 
of their tenures, by their respective Views and prejudices, apd for the fosjuperable 
operation of immemorial usages and customs- 'l«ey are therefore cbmpelled; |o 
submit to exactions enforced % the vicinity of a superior force, ; aiMl their,.^pre¬ 
servation and their interests are copeerned in supporting the caus,e' of that povrer, 
which, engaged in u contest w'hli another state, appears to be succfoisfhh ^id fo 
abstaining from any opposhioii to citlier of the beUigerefo powefo 'yhieb pr^ss^esSes 
the means of punishing their resistance. . , . . j ; -s 

20. In contracting .alliances with the, petty States of Hfodostau, the, |tr.itish 
Government has never pertained the vain expectation of deriving from them...th^ 
benefits of an active opposition jp the power ot the Mahratto ehieftaidsi or even of 
an absolute neutrality,,excepting under circumstances .; Whfoh ahofod ;enab,le. us to 
proteet them sgainst,|he ^weV, o(,the enemy. A.t thiaame 

expected anperiority tuid supces^ of foe confederates^ can alphe indnce . jhpfip ifitat^^ 
to unite their" exiertiofos with th<fee of the enemy in active pp^tiona.j^pa^ 

, British powm;.' . ‘ ^4•'-y; ' 

21. - In foe,pre9e.nt*t|di^c#,^d,ition of.the p^pf .pf 'foil pyjn,f^efote|, and 'in' 
the actual,situ,adott o|:foe;’^j^,'wt ptatcs’pf 

■: , exists of the, success'of-'a'ny'bpd^yoprs on,the,',»^'bF'ilfo^^ to'.obtain 

, foe co-operation-of..fopfo Wfofos;? nbtwifo8tanat^.'t&;jtu|aph^ fesWunt 

-Rao Holkar hppeafo|b'.ha've<fofo:Mlshed In.fopir.';^bhiplf|by..mfabs'of his ' . 

- 22. The justi(XJ;of;foi88^i!lfooer^%n8i with;,m^peefAb.-fob'.bf;jynagur,'‘!is ’, 
demonstrated by,,foe actual.,cptidWt,.;;of that;'iwdo,;ah,' deater'hhd:-in- thfe’-'-emplbeed' 
.copy of a despatch from ;'lj,ieat^)<fo%t^teb{bn^';|i|afo^fo'i,<dated .foe '24fo; of Juba,-, ' 

■ confining the.C(^y.ofa;?!fettc#, frofoj foe'Acting fi^iden|. at.; Jyahguit :fo' thef;,f^-,l,l 
mander-in-chief, dafod foe Mfo trf June. .Yofor: honbhmhlasComfolfot6^^.fo^ 
observe, that the evasion atid:4«mpbcieing policy pf the pf'%nag!^vf»%foe' - 
■ trsy.-'/ ^■■','C 2 ^ 
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necessary rosiiU of tt)e operation; of those principles svhich are de,scribe<ls ih. the 

pre<3c<Jihi»‘paragFa,pR.'4i*Riw #c8.pati:hr.,;,,Jv'':'; ^ 

2l3i TJBe':ofti^ipn‘'w^^ is ehtertaip^ aitiongr the States of Hinciostani Vith 
regard to there^Rced condition of ,the <^einyj apd ,the .ctinsecjuent improbability - 
of sbccess on the part of tfcie confodern^, in.their cndeayottrs to efi’ect a combina¬ 
tion of the States of Eliiidostan agatpgt' jthei BriRsh power, ni^ Re inferred froto' 
the overture.^ Which, the CQmmahde^4a*“ehi«rf has lately received from the Rana 
of Odeyjpoor (one of the prineipfil Rajpoot States), soliciting the aid of the Bri^$h 
power against the confederates, , A copy the aespatch from LieutenanlfColbneP 
Malcdtm.^datfed the 18th of June, <Jdhtain|ng ; a,translation of the Rana of Odfey- 

n PsTetter upon Riat subject to thV'^eh^ee<l^^i<i-ohief, is enclosed fior your- 
lourable Committee’s information. . .The conirse of policy which-the Governor-4 
general in Council ;has adopted witjl| . regaKl to Dowlut R^o Scindio, ),having i 
necessarily precluded oitr compliance yritlt l;he solicitations of the Rana of Gdey* 
poor, the GQmmand6r-in*ciaef, has instructed to coramunieate to that chicftain^s 
Vakeel the indispensalrle necessity, ..upder actual <RrteumstanceSj of declining the - 
proposals of the Rana. A copy of the reply, which was addressed to Lieiitenant- 
colon^l Malcolm, under the. order.of the fioveraor-general 'in Council, is also 
annexed to this despatt^h. : ■ 

24. The Goyertior-genfiral in Council* is satisfied that . the, tonfederatcs have 
never‘entcrtalrted the desperate proj€Ct;of attacking the army under the command 
of Mhjor-^neral Jon^, as described jn the despatch, from <. Mr,; Jenkins, of tlie 
7th ! of; j,hne'.; the. copiplcte, tlestruction of the remnant of their ndlitary force 
would, unq*uestipnahly) be ,the result .of such an attemptt but; the prevailing 
report of that project, industriously pro^gated by . Holkar and his partisans,, may 
be considered, to afford a proof of tfie sense which the.; confederates entertain of 
the iWpra'cticability of effecting any efficient combination of the States of Hin- 
dost'an a^inst us, with'^tit previously restoring, the .credit of their arms by some 
decided and importapt success^ . ' 

25. In our despatch of the 1.5th June, the Governor-general in Council rom- 
muhicated to yoqir,! honourable Committee tU,e probability of a material chanse 
in the, administration of 0owlut Rao Scindia. Ilaviiig since received from 
Mr. Jenkins a djgspatch, dated the’ IQth, co.utaining a detailed statement of the 
circumstances Conpected ;with that event, tQ^ctherv with an able discussion on the 
subject Of the views and disposition of J^swunt Hao Holkar and Dowlut Hao 
Scin(l[ia, tRe Goyerrior-genejal in Council deems it proper to transmit, enclosed, a 
copy of that d^palch for your honourable Committees information. 

. 26.' The. Govefnpr-general in Council .also deems it proper to annex to this 
despatch a copy of a letter from JRieutenant-colonel Malcolm, dated the 23d of 
June, containing the observatieP''^^T 1»» Excellency the Commandcr-in-chief, on 
die despatch iVoiii Mr. Jenkips, <N||khjc1^the preceding paragraph refers. 

^f.'Tlie Gov^nor-general in Council concurs in many points with the senti¬ 
ments of \the Commander-in-chief, as expressed in that .letter; -at the same time, 
the Governor-general in Council is, not disposed to abandon the expectation which 
he has been tp entertain respecting- the dissolution of the confederacy, in the 
event of l^erjeelBao Ghautka’s rempvm from the oHice of prime minister at the 
coori of Dopriut Rao Scindia, and of the appointment of Ambajee, the inclination 
of whose interest inyst necessarily dispose Rim .to effect the emancipation of 
Scindia from the cbntrpl of Holkar, ^ course of policy directed to 

the preSCryation of amity with thp .British Goviarnment, and compatible with the 

effident operation of the alliance ' 

518. That degree, of ascepdancy .Hao Holkar presmit possesses 

in tJ^^cojl'pcils. of'I>ow'l»|t' Rao? RcJtMRao!',?dpd:-'Whhfth-;'enable to*control' • the 
measjpiresof %fp<!ia>d|lhHnisbadoth h>«l e^bRshed andhitHerto • maintained 
by fhetiid or Sefjhh Ron Ghh^^ and ^-disposition'have uniformly 

coirtd^ea^^|th''those df Jes^n|Rs^«;B.b^T.A Apy^^.i^ assistance which 

ilolkar inay denvte'fid?'?-ih® kgon,fy,,in prosecution of designs 

gainsti^jR||j?^,Gdyeruinent',^^ap<|?^,.^ invc^ving.^.the;"CoroperBtion of 

DoMut Rao may hp c<msiddp%-||>;^ hfe expected 

to cease when ti%4^®®bdapcy of i^ll.ei|fU|||h th^eoui^‘ils;'of Sdindm^ have been 
dirainished'hy the kijcc^s of dtnhajihi^^n4<&aybo^ td restore j, the independence 
of Dowlut Rais Seitidia's goyernment,? dd provide, Ibr his bwtf security against 
a repetition of the estortiohitidti Amtejcc has suffered at the bands - 

ol JesWnnt Rato Hpj^ai AdmitRng, theiefore,. th®..’kppointinetti oT^mbajee to 

' '■ , - ' . ; s■; 1 -'i; ; '.i \ V. * ' the 
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th6 executive aiiministration; of Dowhit Rao' Scihdia’s government, 'to fee an 
arrangement adopted, through the ascendancy of Holjkai*; the Governoi,'general in 
Council is y4t. decidedly of that, under the dpCifation of that arrarigetnent, 

*the ccauirol of Jeswunt Rao nofltat oveir the measures of Scindia’s administration, 
and.his means of directing the power and resohrcla of Scindia, to the proseevJ- 
tion of designs hostile to the British Gtovemment,’Will gi^ually dimitiiyi, and , 
that this expected. change dn the cOoricils ol; Shinidia wjlj lend to revive the, 
influence of that class of ibhieftains in the Service of;' Bo\yfut ‘Ha<> Scindia yihb ate 
adverse to the wild and profligate views of JeswuOt Re® Hb.jlcai*, aiid are disposed 
to measures of a paciiic aatuie, calculated to re&tote .the efficiency and indepisnd- , 
ence of the government of Bdwlut Rap Seihdiai, These exj^ectations tend to 
preclude the riecessity of departing from tlie codHife' hf policy prescribed by our 
instructions to bis Eacellency the Commander-in-chief of the 25th June. 

29. With a view to explain toymur honourable Cphiroittce the reference con¬ 
tained in the 5th paragraph oP l:.ieutenanl-colooel Mhlcbliu’8 letter, to the flight 
of Moonshec Kavel Nyne, and to the treatment of Baptiste, the Goverhor-general 
in Council deems it proper to state to your honourable Committee the following 
fcircumslanees.'-^jVloonshee Kavel Nyne had enjoyed'during a long course of years 
the entire confidence of Dowlut llao Scindia, and of his ptedccessor, and was 
considered to be one Of the most respectable of the officers of his Highness's 
government, ilis detestation of the profligate character of Serjee Rtu>,,Ghautka, 
und his sense of the disgrace and impending tuiii to which the conduct of 
Dowlut Hao Scindia, tinder the control of Gliautka and Holkar, had exposed the, 
state of Dowlut Rao, added to the-apprehension vvhich he entertained of the ., 
violence and cruelty of Gliautka and Holkar, induced Moonshee Kavel Nyhe,,,to.' 
abauden the court of Dowlut Kao Scindia, and to retire to Delhi, 'ffie enclosed 
translation of a letter from' Moonshee Kavel Nyne to laeutbhaixt-colouel ^ 
Malcolm contains an explanation of the motives of his rciirement, and of his,, 
sentimcnls with regard to the conduct and views of the cohfederate.s- 

30. The experience, character and situation of Kavel Njiue Warrant an 

entire confidence- in the justice of his septimerits and opinioniii upph'that 
stibject. '. ■ ■, ' ■■■ , ■ 

31. .lean Baptiste has been frequently mentioned ifi our dekjpatehe.s' jtd .yonr. 

honourable Committee as an oflicer in the service of Dowlut Rao Scindia, comt,,, 
manding a corps of regular infantry, with a train of artillery, This officer joined 
(he confederate armies about the and being suspfected of 

a design to scire the person of Je.swunt Rao Holkar, Jean Baptiste was appre¬ 
hended by order of Holkar, his eyes were put out, and hi,s death, whicii sliorUy ^ 
after ensued, was the consequence of that outrage. , .. , 

32. On the IGlh of June, Mr. Jenkins received the Cqmmander-jn-ehier.s, in¬ 

structions of the 4th of that month, and his Excellency’.* letter of that jdate to 
Dow lut Rao Scindia. These documents are referred to in the paragraph ,. ; 

of our despatch to your honourable Committee of the 15th June, ! . ' ,. „ 

33. Mr. Jenkins delivered 10 Dowlut Rao Scindia the Commander-iD-chief’i 
letter at an audience appointed by Dowlut Rao Scindia qn the 17th, agreeably to j 
Mr, Jenkins’s request. Upon that occa.sion Dowlut Rao Scindia signified to Mr. . , 
Jenkins that a satisfactory reply should be returned within tivo days ; being; dis¬ 
appointed, however, in his expectation of receiving a sa^isfaffiory bornmnnication 
.from the Durbar, Mr. Jenkins deemed it proper to tmnsmit a wrtttonipessagq to.^i; 

the Durbar, adverting to the delay ^hich had already oOciirred in replying to tjie j;,,, 
demand of the Commanden-ln-bhibf, and intimating that if .he $!nou]a. aot be 
permitted to withdraw beifotib the expiration of the flme^lirnilted by ibe Comtnan: <; 
der-in-Chief, his Excellency would conclude that "Mt, Jenkins' was forcibly -de-^,., 
tained, ,.;and .wonld ennsider the BHtish Government jto’be b^olvfeiJ, from the 
obligations of subsi. 9 tuig. treatib«*i' In reply to thb|«be^a^ l?.bwlVit Rko .Scindia/;:, 
staled, ‘‘that the lettcr of his ExcieHeucy the Gbybybr/g^erat had,infotroed him, 
that Mr. Jenkins was vested with powers' to tratfeact|till matters wjjich related to 
the interests of the two statfeis ; 'that tiis Highnbselibif’h^ao receive^ letters to the * 
same effect froio.iColonel GJobef and’that hif 'Highhe^'could by no means, 
reconcile the tenor erf thdse letters Witli the lekbl .df;tEfe *C >ril|hander'in*ohief,, ' ji 
announcing’the. cessation<o£ Mr. Jenfthts'i functioH|^i^d raflVirihE f \\ 

that, tJieterpre, his Highpess vl'onlfl;: ^d a Vakeel % fhe Com!te(amde|VimcU^f^^ 
order ;to ascertain the mature of tie t^se; that with regard tb , M t. ;,IeBkip^b <^^ 
municatton, that if he were not'^^iitted to .iqint' the days^ ,tne 

relations subsisting between the tw:o states would be no longer binding upon.the 
'.,, 259 .; c\3 '■ British 
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British Government, such an event would by no means attach to Mr. Jfenk^ss 
character, nor would it be attributed to Mi*. Jenkins j and if hostilities should 
occur, Mr, Jenkins need hot be undet aory appreheasipo for his ovra;safety, as the 
persons of Vakeels were sacred in a|l sithatibas of either war or peace." , 

34. Mr. Jenkins’s repoetofhis piw-eedings, in coasequence oftheComrnander- 
in^ihiefs iustructions of the 4th tjf\jJune, is contained in his despatches to the 
Comthander-in-'chief of the dates nbtedin the margin, copies of wh ich are annexed 
to this despatch ; a Copy of LieuteBapt.scoteneI Malcolm's letter^ 'dated the I3th 
June, containing the Coi»matidei"-iniohier* retnarka on the conduct of Uowlut 
RhdScindia, as described in MtJenkids's letter to bis ExcoUeney of the 20th; June, 

is also enclosed for your honoura,bte Ceihinittee’s informatida. ' ■ ' 

35 . The Governor-general in Council has now the honour to communicate to 

your honourable Committee his sentiments^; with the st^te of affairs, as deicribed 
in Mr. Jenkins’s despatch of the 20th of June, and the mcMUres and resolutions 
adopted in consequence by the Goyerikw^general in Council. *: 

36. The argument by which Dovirlut .Rao Scindia endeavoured to justify his 
evident determination to avoid a compliance with the Commander-in-chiefs 

■ demand for the release of Mr. Jenkins is destitute of any real fotce, and Scindia 
•’himself was probably sensible of its fallacy. The Goverdor-gerieral in Council, 
however, deemed it advisable to deprive Scindia df the. advantfi^ i»f any pretext 
»for the detention of Mr. Jenkins* by-a distinct confirmation of the Commander-in- 
. chief’s demand, under the seal and signature of the Goveiwr-general. It appeared 
^ to theOovernor-^eneral in Council, that if such a requisition, authenticated bv 
the seal and signature of the Govermw-general,.-should also prove unsuccessful, 
it must be’inferred, that Scindia waa jeither disposed or was in a state to be 
compelled to ha'iaird the alternative uifwiar. Whatever latitude,of action Scindia 
might possess or might be allowed with'regard to this particular point, it seemed 
evident’ from the general tenor of the advices received since the despatch of our 
instructions'to the Commander-in-chief of the 25th June, that the power ol 
Dowllit' Rao Seitidia'whs'absorbed in that ol Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and that 
a speedy dissolution of the connexion between those chieftains could not rea¬ 
sonably be expected by the exclusive operation of those causes, on which, 
at the date ortho.se instructions, the Governor-general in Council had been 
induced to found that expectation. It appeared to the Governor.general 
in Council to be fevident, that if Dowlut llao Scindia was disposed, or would 
be compelled to hazard the renewal of war rather than comply with the demand 
for the dismission of the Residency, the speedy prosecution of hostilities on the 
part of the British ’ Government was advisable upon every principle of dig¬ 
nity, security, and even ofecononiy. It could not be supposed either that Dowlut 
Rao Scindia would refuse a' compliance with the Govenior-geaerurs 

demands, without previously' lW(S«iviHg to detain Mr. Jenkins at the hazard ot 
war, or that after the receipt of the GoverB6r*generars letter Scindia could exjpect 
to deceive us by any furtlier subterfuges ; under actual circumstances, tJierefore, 
it afppeared to.the Governor-general in Council that great danger must inevitably 
be produced by our abstaining fr<Hu the prosecution of hostilities at the earliest 
practicable period of time, if Scindia Should refuse or evade a compliance with the 
G overnor-generars demand. . , -i • j 

37. In conformity to these sentiihentS tlie GoyeraorTgeneral: in Coimcil issued 
instructions'to the Gommaader-in-chiefi, ,authorizing and^directing his Excellency 
to be prepaid to commence active operations ageuinst the confederated forces of 
Dowlut Rao Scindia apd Jeswunt Rao Holkar, as soon as the season should admit; 
and to transmit* with the> least practicable delay,'a dImj ofi operations for the 
ebeAtual prosecution of hostilities in eyery quarter ofHindostati and the Deccan. 

Governor-general'in Council, boWever, at the same time signified to the 
Cdmmand«r-tn-cbief* that no act of hostility must be committed against Scindia 
without further instructions from the Governor-general. At the same time the 
GoverBOr-gcneral, in Council judged'it proper to aiithorii^ the Commander-in- 
chief,’at whatever ti^ bis ExeeSlenby might dfeem it expedient, to make any for¬ 
ward movenvent of the tooops in Hinuostan, either with a view to the protection of 
our possessions, or to.lhe attainment of a final settleineut of affairs with Scindia and 
Uoikar in that quarter. . . _ . . , ,. ■ 

38. The Ooveriibr-gqneral, in; hihjf letter to Dpvvlut Rao. Scindia, to wmen 
these instructions refewed* after advertip? I® the argument by which Dowlut Rao 
Scindia endeavout'tti fot> evade a: c6iTt}Miafice with the Cocnwander-in-chief s 
demand for the release of Mr. Jenkins, and exposing the fallacy of that argu- 

■ „ meiit. 



COPmS OF tFTTEflS RELATI^O TO SCI.NDIA. 23 

ment, confirmed, in express terras, the Commander-in-chief's demand; and signi¬ 
fied his ex|»ectation that,' within the space of 14 days after Dowiut Rao Sciindia’s 
; receipt 6f the Governor-general’s letter, his Highness.would permit Mr. Jeiikins, 
the gentlemen and escort of the Residency, to depart from bis Highness’s camp, 
and would afford them safe conduct to the nearest British station. 

39. The Governor-general further intimated to Dowlut Rao Scindia, that he 
would never, recede from that demand ; and that after the expiration of the term 

< limited for the dismission of Mr. Jenkins, neither his Excellency the Commander- 
in-chief, nor the Governor-general, could receive from his Highness any commu¬ 
nication which he might desire to ifiake through Mr. jfenkins, nor could Mr. 
Jenkins be authorized to transact any oflScial business with Dowlut Rao Scindia, 
or with his miutsters. ; ‘ 

40. The Governor-general at the same time observed, that his Highness’s re-‘ 
sponsibility for the safety of Mr. Jenkins, and of every person attached to the 
Residency, from injury or inSult, would not be diihinished by the suspension of 
Mr. Jenkins’s functions as the representative of the British Government at Dowlut 
Rao Scindia’s court. 

41. The Governor-general further observed, that Dowlut Rao Sctndia’s de¬ 
tention of Mr. Jenkins, after his Highness’s receipt of the Governor-general’s 
letter, far from tending to the accomplishment of any object connected with the 
interests of his Highness, was aoact caloolated to preclude every advantage 
derivable from the pr^ervation of amity and concord between the two states. 
The Governor-general also adverted to the intimation which Dowlut Rao Scindia 
had i^eived from the Commander-in-chief, that after the arrival of Mr. .Jenkins, 

' and tm gentlemen and escort attached to the Residency, under safe conduct at a 
British station, the Commander-in-chief would be prepared to receive any confi¬ 
dential agent whom his Highness might think proper to despatch for the purpose 
of communicating on points connected with the welfare and amity of both states, 
and that at a proper season an officer of rank would be despatched to his High¬ 
ness's court in the capacity of representative of the British Government. In 
this letter, also, the Governor-general distinctly explained to Dowlut Rao Scindia 
the extent of the powers vested in the Commander-in-chief. 

42. The Governor-general then proceeded to advert to the letters which his 
Excellency had addressed to Dowlut Rao Scindia, under dates the *4th and 22d 
of April, observing that the extraordinary-and unfavourable state of affairs at his 
Highness’s court had necessarily prevented the delivery of those letters, and inti¬ 
mating that those letters would now be delivered ; that the perusal of them would 
remove all error and misconstruction with regard to the intention of the British 
Government; but that if any point should appear to his Highness to require 
explanation, his Highness must refer to Lord lake, who had full authority to state 
the Governor-general’s sentiments to his Highness. The Governor-general con¬ 
cluded by declaring his determination to maintain the treaty of peace without 
alteration, and neither to advance any demand, nor to grant any concession incon¬ 
sistent with that engagement; and by expressing a hope that his Highness was 
disposed to respect the allies and territories of the Company,, and not-only 
to afford no assistance to our enemies, but to co-operate with Lord Lake against 
them. 

48. Copies of our instructions to his Excellency the Commander-in-chief of 
thte 25th July, and of the Governor-general’s letter to Dowlut Rao Scindia, are 
annexed to tbb despatch, for your honourable Gommittee’s more detailed 
' information., v: . 

- dd. By a letter frcHtn. Mrj Jenkins'to the Govemor-general-s agent, at ihead 
‘rquarters, dated the Ifttb of June, it appears tbatCashee Rao Holkar, who bad 
arrived in the vicinity of the comp of the confederates, had an interview of recon- 
' ciliation >wtth Jeswont Kao. Hoikar. The number of troops with: Cashee Rao 
Holkar was stated to be inconsiderable. 

45. On the-22d of June,' Rajah Ambajee was ,liberated from confinement, 
and was subsequently •received.by^ Dowlut Had Sciudia with every degree of 

.'' '■ ■ V ■ 5 ; f ■ respect 


‘The wjbsiauce,of tbe;iGover»ivr.t#*«wsj'»lett«r of the 4th April isstatrAW !))«'(,, )**^^®1* 
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respect and attetuion. The ceremony of his reception was considered to be pre> 
paratory to his appointment to the cbarj^e of the executive autlionty ot his 
Highness’s government, in the room of Serjee llao Ghautka, until the expiration 
of the term limited by the Commander-in-chief for the release of the Uesidency. 
Mr. Jenkins continued to employ every endeavour to obtain an audience of 
Dowlut Hao Scindia on the subject of the Commander-in-chief's letter of the 
4th of June, but without success. Gn the evening of the 27th of June, the last 
day of the prescribed terra, Mr. Jenkins was visited by Anna Bhasker, the 
Sicca Navees, on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindia, for the express purpose of 
inducing Mr. Jenkins to waive his demand df dismission. The detail of the con¬ 
ference holden on that occasion is described iii the annexed copy of Mr. Jeu- 
kins’s despatch of the 1st instant to his Excellency the Commander-in-chief. 
'Your honourable Committee will observe from the contents ot that despatch, 
that Dowlut Roo Scindia professes the most amicable intentions with regard to 
the British Government, but appears resolved to withhold bis consent lo the 
departure of Mr. Jenkins, on the pretext that his dismission would constitute the 
appearance of enmity between the two states ; and your honourable Con^nittee 
will observe tliat Dowlut Rao Scindia refuses to admit that the detention of Mr. 
Jenkins can be considered a ground of war. 

46. TlTie Governor-general in Council deems it proper to annex to this despatch 
a copy of Lieutenant-colonel Maloolm’s letter of the 10th instant, stating 
the sentiments of the Commander-in-chief upon the communication contained in 
Mr. Jenkins’s despatch of the 1st instant, together with a copy of the Commander- 
in-chiers instructions to Mr. Jenkins in reply to that communication.;^ The 
course of proceeding adopted by the (yomraander-in-chief leaves the lln*iti.sh 
Government at liberty to pursue such mea.sures as may appear advisable, with 
reference either to the prosecution of war or to a state of peace. 

47. The instructions of the Governor-general in Council, addressed to the Com¬ 
mander-in-chief, under dale the 25ih July, and the Governor-generars letter 
to Dowlut Rao Scindia, of the same date, of which the substance has been stated 
in this despatch, has snpt rseded the necessity of any further directions. No 
information of a later dale than the 1 st instant has been neceived from the camp 
of Dowlut Rao Scindia. 

48. With a view to apprize your honourable Committee of the extent of the 
forces of the confederalc®, the Governor-general in Council deems it proper to 
annex to this despatch a copy of a circular letter which has been transmitted to 
the chief British authorities in Hiudostan and the Deccan, containing a state¬ 
ment of the nature and extent of the forces of those chieftains, according to the 
most authentic information that it has been practicable to procure. 

49 . I'lie Governor-general in rouficil also deems it proper to transmit, for your 
honourable Committee’s information, «.he enclosed copy of a letter addressed to 
the Governor-general by his Excellency’s Military Secretary, showing the disposi¬ 
tion and actual position of the British troops both in Hindoslan and the Deccan, 
under the orders upon that subject communicated to your honourable Committee 
in our despatch of the 3lst May. 

50. No event has otxurred, at any of the other Durbars of India, of sufficient 
importance to the interests of the honourable Company to require notice in this 
despatch. The conduct of the Peishwa, the Soubadarof the Deccan, and the 
Rajah of Nagpore, has continued to be conformable to the obligations of subsist¬ 
ing engagements. 

We have, Ac. 

. (signed) Wellesley. 

G. 11. Barlow. 

Fqrt William, 30 July 1805. O. Udny. 


LETTER from the Governor-general in Council to Lord Lake, 

, dated 25 July 1805. 

My Lord, 

The Governor-general in Council has taken into consideration the despatch of 
Lieuteuant-colonel Malcolm, addressed, , by your Excellency’s direction, to the 
Secretary to Government, under date the 30tli ultimo, communicating the copy of 
a letter from the Acting Hestdent at the^court of Dowlut Rao Scindia to your 

Excellency’s 
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KxeeUc^^cy s addreiss, dstt«d the 20tU uUiirio, which contains the Actiiig Resident’s' 
report of his Cbmamnication with Do'wlut Rao Schidia, on the subject of yoiiv; 
Excellency’s requisition for the dismission of the British Residency within a 
limited number of days, 

2* The ai^jument by which Dowlut Rao Schidia has endeavoured to justify bis, 
cvideiit resolution to avoid a compliance with yoftr Excellency’s demand for the 
release of Mr. Jenkins }is destitute of any real force, and Scindia himself is pro¬ 
bably sensible of its fallacy. The Governor-genet^l in Council, however, deems 
it advisable to deprive Sciudia of the advantage Of any pretext for the detention of 
Mr. Jenkins by a distinct conbrmation of your Excellency’s demand, under the 
seal and signature of the Governor-general. ^ > 

3 . TTie Governor-general has accordingly addressed the enclosed letter to Dou lut, 
Rao Scindia, confirming and enforcing your Excellency's demand for the dismis¬ 
sion and safe conduct of the British Residency, and a copy of that letter is annexed 
to this despatch for your Excellency’s information. 

4. Your Excellency will observe that the letter from the Governor-general ad- 
dressedbto Scindia refers to former letters of the Governor-general addressed to 
that chief, but not delivered to Scindia by Mr. Jenkins, dn consequence of tli«j 
unfavourable state of affairs at Scindia’s ljurbar; It appears to be absolutely 
necessary that the Governor-general’s letters should now be delivered to Scindia, 
in order to remove every possible ground of error Or misconstruction of the views 
of the Briti.sh Government. This poitit has already been stated to your Excel¬ 
lency in tlic letter from the Governor-general in Council, under date 25th June, 
and it appears proper to recommend it to your Excellency’s particular attention. 

5 . If this requisition should also prove unsuccessful, it will be evident that 

Scindia is either disposetl or is compelled to hazard the alternative of war. What¬ 
ever latitude of action Scindia may possess or may be allowed with regard to this 
particular point, it seems evident, from the tenor of the advices received since the 
despatch of our instructions to your Excellency of the 25th ultimo, that the power 
of Dowlut Rao Scindia is at present absorbed in that of Jcswvmt Rao Uolkar, and 
that a speedy dissolution ot the connexion between those chieftains eamiot reason¬ 
ably be expected by the exclusive operation of those causes on which the Governor- 
general in Council has been induced to found that expectation. If it be evident 
that Dowlut Rao Scindia is disposed or compelled to hazard tlie renewal of war 
rather than comply with tlie demand for-tb# dismission of the Residency, the 
speedy prosecution of hostilities on the part of the British Government appears to 
be advisable upon every principle of dignity, security, and even of economy. Unless 
tlie confederates should be induced to suppose that, notwithstanding the failure of 
the present final requisition for the release of thd British Rcsideiicy, the Briti.s}v 
Government-still entertained an expectation of accomplishing its release, without 
proceeding to hostilities against Scindia, it may reasonably be apprebended that 
they will ascribe our forbearance to motives incompatible with the dignity of the 
British Government and with the reputation of our power ; such an iinpn'ssioit 
would obviously encourage the confederates in their hostile designs, and in either 
case the confederates would derive from delay additional advantages in the pro¬ 
secution of them. It cannot, however, be supposed either that Dowlut Rao Scindia 
will refuse or evade a compliance with the Governor-general’s demand, without 
previously resolving to detain Mr. Jenkins at the hazard of war, or that Scindia 
can now expect to,deceive us by any further subterfuges; great danger, therefore, 
must inevitably be produced by our abstaining from the prosecution of hostilities 
at the earliest practicable period of time, if Scindia should refuse or evade a com¬ 
pliance with the present demand. • 

6 . In conformity to these sentiments, the Governor^gencral in Council now 
authorizes and directs your Excellency to be prepared to commence active" opei-a- 
tions against the confederated forces as soon as the season will admit, and the 
Governor-general in Council requests that your Excellency will transmit, with 
the least practicable delay, a plan of operations for the eventual prosecution of 
hostilities in; every quarter of Hmdbstaii and the Deccan. 

7. Copies of this despatch will be traaattiitted ■ to the Government of Fort St. 

George and Bombay, and to the Residents at Poona, b^ydrabad and Nagpore, 
together with a circular letter to the Chief Secretary, of which a copy is , 
annexed for your Excellency’s information. Directions will be issued for plying “ 
the armies in the Deccan and in GuKerat in a state of readiness to actagaifist the 
forts and possessionsSif Dowlut Rod Scindia i« those quarters. ^ ^ 

■ 259 ;-''' D No 
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8. No act of hostility, liowever, against Sciudia is to be cojmmitted without 
further instructions from the Governor-general; but your Lordship will be 
pleased, at whatever time you may deem expedient to make any forward move¬ 
ment of the troops of Hindostan which you may deem advisable, either with a 
view to the protection of our possessions, or to tlx: attainment of a final settlement 
•of afiairs with Scindia and Holkar, in that quarter. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Wellesley. 

Fort William, O. H. Barlau'. 

25 July 1805. G. Vduy. 


LEITEII from Ijord Wellesley to Dmvlut Rao Semdia, dated 25 July 1805. 

To Dowlut Rao Scindia. (Written 25 July 1806.) 

Yoor Higlute.ss has been apprized that his Excellency the Right hotmurable 
Lord !..^ike, Coinmander-in-chief of the British forces, is vested by this govern¬ 
ment with full powers, on the pa.jt of the British Government, to regulate 
and control all political and inilitary afiairs in Hindostan. Lord Lake has 
addressed to your Highness several letters, desiring the disralssion of Mr. 
Jenkins, and the other gentlemen and escort attached to tljc Residency, 
from your Highness’s camp, and their safe conduct to a British station. These 
requisitions, however, your Highness has not been pleased to regard with due 
attention; and I am now informed, by a despatch from Mr. Jenkins, that your 
Highness’s ministers, under some apparent error, have endeavoured to justify thi.s 
neglect of the Coramander-in-cliief’s requisitions, and of the repeated and earae.st 
applications of Mr. Jenkins for his dismission and safe conduct, by referring to a 
letter, in wliicb I informed your Highness that Mr. Jenkins was vested with 
powers to transact all ni.ttters which related to the interests of the two states, and 
to Letters of a similar import, addressed to your Highness by Colonel Clo.se. 

My notification to your Highne.ss of Mr. Jenkins’s authority to transact all 
afiairs connected witli the interests of both states was made under circumstances 
difiering entirely from. those which suggested tlie necessity of suspending Mr. 
Jenkins’s funettons, and requiring his dismission from your Highness's court. 
Having been officially apprized of the powers vested in his l''xoelle.ncy the 
Commander-in-chief, your Highness cannot entertain any doubt of Lord Luke'.s 
authority to suspend Air. Jenkins’s functions and to demand his dismission, inde¬ 
pendently of lhe.se consideratiortSi, It cannot be unknown to your Highness that, 
according to the ackviowledg •. prtv'’egps and powers of the accredited minister 
ol' a foreign state, the repre.setvhisive of tlic British Government at your High- 
nes.s's Court is entitled to demand his dismission, even without any direct commu¬ 
nication to your Highness ol such demand from the government which he repre¬ 
sents, and a refusal to comply with that requi.sitiou would constitute a violation of 
those laws and usages which are acknowledged and revered amongst all civilized 
nations. With a view, however, to remove every obstacle to the immediate 
release of Mr. .Tonkins, and the other gentlemen and escort attachetl to the Re¬ 
sidency, I deem it expedient to confirm, by a direct communication to your High¬ 
ness, the demand which you have received from Lord Lake, the Commander-in- 
chief, and from Mr. Jenkins, and to signify to your Highness my expectation, 
that within the space of fourteen days after your receipt of this letter, your 
Highness will permit Mr. Jenkins, the gentlemen and e.scart of the Residency, 
to depart from camp, and will afford them safe conduct to the nearest British 
station. Your Higfmes.s must admit that the British Government is entitled to 
withdraw its representative from your Highness's court, without any reference to 
the conductor your Highness’s government; your Highness, therefore, will not 
persevere in a refusal to comply with this requisition, after so many solemn 
demands from the British Government. 

It i.s my duty to apprize your Highness that I will never recede from this 
demand. It is so peril uou.s to state, that after the expiration of the time limited 
for the dismission of Mr. Jenkins, neither hi.s Excellency Lord Lake, the Com¬ 
mander-in-chief, nor 1 can receive from your Highness any communication which 
you may desire to mnke through Mr. .Icjikins; nor will Mr. Jenkins be autho- 
riz.ed to transact any ■■"’•i tal business with your fliglmess ori^with your Highness’s 

mini.stet;s; 
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ministers; at ke same time it is necessary to signify to your Highness, th^at your 
SrpShUy for the safety of Mr. Jenkins, an| o? every person attached to the 
Residency from injury or insult, is not diminished by the suspension of that gej^tle- 
mS^ SS S tL representative of the British Government at yourll.gh- 
ness’S court. I trust, however, that after your receipt of this letter, your Highness 
S nor?ersist In detaining Mr. Jenkins ; such^au act. far from tending to the 
accomplishment of any object connected with the interests of your Highness, is 
calculated to preclude Ivery advantage to be derived from the preservation of amity 
and concord between the two i^tates. . t 1 ■ 

Your Highness has already been apprized, that after the arrival 
and the eenllemen and escort attached to the Residency, under safe conduct at a 
iBritish sfation, his Excellency the Commander-in-chief will be ® 

any confidential agent whom your Highness mav think proper of * 

puVpose of communicating on points connected^with the 

Lth states, and that at a proper season an officer of rank will be . 

to your Highness’s court in the capacity of a representative of the British 

Government. , »». -i -n 

I de«m it proper to take this opportunity of desiring that 
consider his ^Excellency the Commander-in-chief, l^d Lake, to be vested with 
full powers to conduct all political and military affairs in Hindostan on the 
part of the British Government; and that you will deem his Excellency s acts 
£ commuScaaon, to be a. valid a, if ptoeeeding immed.ateiy from my 

. ’"’iTaTC reccntiy addressed severai letters to yoor Highness, 
and 22d April- The extraordinary and untavourable state of affairs atyoui Iligh- 
nei’s coi^rhas of necessity, prevented Mr. Jenkins from delivenngmy letters to 
^fur HiXesr’ those letters; Lwever, will now be delivered to your Highness 
Lid all error and misconstruction of the interests of the British Government will 
hencSorth ceaS If any part should appear to your Highness to require expla¬ 
nation, you will be please/to refer to Lord Lake, who has public authority to state 

iny sentimeiit.s to your Highness. 1 . i 

Mv determination is to maintain the late treaty of peace without alteration. I 
trustLiat Your Highness’s disposition will be found to be equally conformable to 
tTe 5rea?y of peace! the conditions of which the British Government cannot consent 
to ehantre in any degree. Your Highness, must be satisfied that the alternative 
of war L peace now^rests with your Highness. No demand has been made upon 
X norwUl anraetnand be Advanced by the British Government beyond the 
limits of the treaty of peace ; but no concession can be granted inconsistent with 
tlmt enffaffement. ^ Your Higbnes.s, I trust, is determined on your part to respect 
Se vffifS territories of the Company, .md not only to ofiord no »„.tance to 
our enemies, but to co-operate with Lord Lake against them. 

(A true copy.) 

. (.signed) J. Adam., 

Deputy Secretary to Ciovernment. 


LETTER from Mr. Jenkim to Lieutenant-colonel Malcolm^ 
dated 10 August 1805. 

Y.®«.tnAV evening 1 had the ho"™',•» £”dltn?/'tJe Gotmor': 

instant, enclosing the copy of a despa ^ Commander-in-chief, and a 

Dowlut Rao Scindia.. , , , • t the Durbar this evening, and had 

GotoS^ien^^^^^ Maharajah : nothing of 

consequence passed at this visit. Jeswunt 

: > 59 - ■ ' : ■ ■ ' 







J* 9 i'**rqnt Reo has again tW Wiea &t 1»i$ fnntilji, 

greater part of his haggagn to be Conveyed to a place of safety. The ladffs, I 
understand, tvill rptnm to Jondpoor. It i$ likewise probable, from the general 
tenor of reports, that in order to conciliate Aiobajee, Serjee Rao Ghautka will 
shortly be dismissed by [{ulkar, who is now seriously alarmed at the iuiitiical 
spirit winch has of late prevailed in the councils of this Durbar with respect to 
tnat chief. Ilolkar is said to be moving towards Ajmere. 


Tamp, 16 August 


1 have, h,e. 

(signed) R Jenkins, 

Acting Jlesidenl, D. R S 


LliTl’l n tioju Mi. Jriikiin (o Colonel Maholm, dated 16 September 1806 
'I’o (Colonel Ahxh o/in, &t ftc, &t 

Sii, 

1 HAVJ. till hoijoul to acquaint jou, ioi tin. information of the Iliglil honoui 
able the t'oinmundei-iii-i bn 1, that, on aicount of some dcla^ in the inraiigeiui nt^ 
loi till osioit by wliiili I .ini to be aecoinpanied iiom c.unp on the part oi 
Don lilt Rao iS< 111(1 in, 1 have bten cnin]i(llcd to pnsljioiu my dop'uture this day, 
but I am assure d that ovc'iy thing will be piep.ircd loi me to commence my 
mat eh to-iiu'iiow 

Aecoiding to bis Iliglincss’s leijucst ! wailed upon the Maharajah last night, 
.ind I do m\self the iileasine to stab , for his Dndsliip's notice, the pnncipil head', 
of this (oniiiiiue AfUi the customary coinpliuienti had passed bdwoeii tin 
bliliaiajali and mysi If, Ambajic liigha and Anna, at his Highness s desiii, seitcd 
themselves iien uu, f id the Siva Nuvetsc commenced the cnnvtisation bj 
lemaiking, that, on ao < nnt of the vmiavourable appearance whicli inv dismi'-sal 
would havt nfloidcd to the world of bis views aud intentions towanls llie Ibitish 
f Jove rnintnl, the M liiaiajali had hern v(i\ reluctant to < onstnt to tin adoption 
of such a looasiiii and Ills Highness had indulged aii <\p{itatum tlut niy 
(iovfrnmdit would h 'c bien induced to retiaot the demand , that (lom (he 
tenor ol the late letters, however, of the Right honouiablo tin* C'oiiiin.iiuh i-in 
duel and (. olont) Malcolm, and from that of Kavil Nyin‘s (oininiinie itions 
tliiough fropaul Kishen, his fligbness had perceived tJiat a eomphaiiec with tin 
rc'pcated iccpusitious of his Loidship aud of the <»overnor-geneidl on fiial sobp 1 1 
w*.!, absolutely netessary In ' wt the doubts which had been cscittd by nij 
detention, and to piomote s of that fiiendlv and c onfideiiti i1 inlcrtourse 

which had fornn rlj suliMstdl hetweeii the two stales GuicUhI bv these eon- 
sidctations, and Itv the cutiu devotion ot his Inait to the Iriendship of the 
honouiablc ( otiip.un s gem uinn nt, that his Hiuiiiicss had no longer Jnsititc'd 
in coiupljrn., witb the wishes of that governniCMit, and by so doing, Ins High¬ 
ness liiistcd that every soiiree ol doubt and mistrust, and c'vciy obstacle to the 
speedy xtpwtnunit of ai) dejn mling-points, would be now re'moveel, that it was 
las III, hness’s auluii lie sue to n cove r the* confidence and good opinion of the 
ntitish (Jovcinnicnt, and that In e*\peitod to hud that state in every respect 
iu( lined to meet Ins wishes, and to sc'cond his efforts for the uceoniplishment of 
sodesnablc an ohje, i 

1 icqiind bv aehbcssnie •myself to the Muharajah m a few woids, that the 
auspicious measure wlueli his Highness bad now adopted afforded the most 
imple demonstralioi of that wisdom and pacific spint, upe>n which the Company s 
*1 veinmejil liad always m li'd, foi the speedy re-tstabhslmicnt of an amicable 
counevjon with his Higiimss, and that his llighne^ss would find, m his uiter- 
coutse wnh the Rritish na'ion, that tlio ptosccution eif a just and honourable 

stein ol policy oi< I i, jj.im wo.dd e ver seruie the* laost cordial aeknowledgiuent 
ud svippoi* fuiin (hat po.voi, and would tend to promote in flig most cfieetual 
iiianae I In*- liighues.’s de.inst inleicsts aud views. 

III! M dial qah personally i< pealed lits^anxioiiH de'siK'for the speedy adjusl- 
OKMi ol dl points, and |>,utKu1aily foi iheienio al e»l eveiy eloubt whieli might 

have 
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,;1tkve'beeh ;bjf Views. : , ho,<jafiae, t>f,; hilstrjo.iit- 

;^nger subsist, and that bis /Highness the earJW.aitUt’^e'- 

ment of every question. I requested to know whom his Highness had appointed 
to negotiate on his partiwith the Right hpiiourable the Commander-in-chief 
His Highness informed me that Moonsbee Kauvul Njne was vested with full 
powers of negotiation, and that he was fully instructed on all points; but that he 
trusted, after roy departure from camp, that I would not consider myself to be 
entirely absolved from the obligation of promoting his interests with the honour¬ 
able Company. I assured his Highness that it had been the invariable desire 
of the Most noble Marquess Wellesley, as it was that of the Most honourable 
the Governor-general,—a desire which, from the period of my 'accession to the 
charge of the interests of the two states, I had endeavoured to the best of my 
ability to promote,—that the bonds of alliance and good understanding w'ith his 
Highness should be maintained on the firmest basis of cordiality and confidence-; 
that if my exertions for the welfare oi liis Highness’s Government had been 
formerly thwarted by self-interested and evil-minded persons, it had always been 
my firm belief that the counsels and actions of such persons were in contrariety to 
his Highness’s disposition and feelings, and that my personal respect and attach¬ 
ment to his Highness would ever render the welfare of his government an object 
of the utmost interest to my mind. 


Gopaul Kisheii, who was present at this conference, then addressed himself to 
me by remarking, that he had already stated to me the financial distresses of this 
government, and that I was well acquainted with every thing that related to the 
interests and concerns of the Maharajah; that I had also received the fullest 
communications relative to the assurances which, under the orders of Kauvul 
Nyne, and with the knowledge of the Right honourable the Commander-in-chief, 
he had been authorized to make to the Maharajah, as w'cll as relative to all his 
transactions with the government; and that as the Maharajah in every respect 
relied upon the friendship of the honourable Company, he (Gopaul Kishen) trusted 
that no deviation would take place from the tenor of those assurances and trans¬ 
actions. I replied, that the British Government never deviated from the rules 
of justice and good falfh, and that his Highness would, I wa.s convinced, impli¬ 
citly rely on that assuraitCC. 

The conversation then turned upon the late tran.sactious with Holkar and the 
defection of the troops of that chief. This subject "Ambajec Inglia requested me 
particularly to recommend to the attention of the Right honourable the Coin- 
rnaiider-iii-chief. Besides Bungush and Shahamut Khan, he informed me that 
about 2,000 of Holkar’s best horse hud remained at Ajmere, and only waited for 
money to enter the Maharajah’s service. To this communication I replied, that 
Kummul Nyne would, of course, enlcr into a discussion of all poiiils wdth the 
Right honourable the Comraaruler-iti-cliicf as soon as my departure .should be 
known, and that every arrangement would be adopted that could in any way tend 
to the mutual advantage of the states. Ambajce Inglia then made some allusions 
respecting Ooliiid and (Iwalior ; to w hich 1 replied generally, that his Highness 
might depend upon the most liberal adjustment on the part of the Company’s 
government of all depending questions. To some observations and questions of 
Annahand Ambajec re.speetinga peace with Holkar, I returned likewise a general 
answer, that the object of the British (lovernment in a war with Holkar was 
entirely unconnected with any views of conquest or of extended dominion ; that 
the object of the British GovernnuMit was directed to the preservation of its just 
rights and those of its allies; and that it would embrace, with the utmost plea¬ 
sure, any occasion which might afford a reasonable prospect of concluding a 
peace with Holkar consistently with thi.s object, and witli the general tranquillity 
of India. 


After paying the personal complimeni.s to his Highness which the oeca-sion 
required, and repeating niy confidence that all depending points would be 
speedily and satisfactorily adjusted, I then took my leave of his Highness. 

1 take this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of your despatches of the 
1st and 5th of September; your letter of the latter date to Ambajee Inglia was 
delivered Io that person by Gopaul Kisben, whom I directed, according to the 

tenor 
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(signed) C. T. Metcalfe, 

■ A?*^- 

(A tmecopy.) 

(signed) J> Adam, 

Deputy'Seeretarj'to Government. 


(True copies.) 


East India House,): 
26 April 1844. / 


T. Z. Peacock, . > 

Examiner' of India Correspondence. 



. 'W 'X-‘s' 

w 





■f r: 


o 

s? g 

»■ a. 
!■& 


& 


« 

■S' 


E. ® 
g 


S g- 


OB 

o 

as 

o 




KETURK to an Oroeu of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated J3 March 1845 


RETURNS “showing the Number of EunovEAN and Native' Soldiers of’ 
the Indian A.bmies employed in Scinde, in each Year since its first 
Occupation in 1838 up to the 31st day of December 1843; specifying 
the Total Strength in each Year, and the Strength of each Corps in each 
Year, from 1838 to 1844 inclusive:—Also, the Number of Officers and 
Men treated in Hospital, the Number Dead from Disease, the Number 
Killed in Action, and the Number Dead from all other Causes; specifying 
the Number of European and Native Soldiers, and the Number of Officers 
of each Rank, and of each Branch of the Sendee, in each Year from 1838 to 
1844:—Also, the Number , Invalided, the Number found Unfit for any 
further Service, and Pensioned; specifying the Number of Europeans, the 
Number of Natives, and the Number of Officers, firom each Branch of the 
Sen-ice, in each Year from 1838 to 1844 inclusive.” 


Edil India House, 1 . 
3! Marcli 38411'. j 


JAMES C. MELVILL. 


(Mr. Ilume.J 


Ordered, by The House of Coiiunons, to he Printed, 
30 April 1 S 46 . 


V'' 


4 




Under 3 oz. 




RBTI’JVNS JIRLATIVK TO KUROPEAX AND NATIVE SOLDIERS 


IIETI'KN slii.wiiig thi: Number (if Eubopean ami NA,riVE SobBIEUS of the INDIAB Armtis employed in Neiiirfe, in each Year since its Brsl Oeenjailido i, 
Also tile A'uniln'rof Dlilcers auilAlcntniakd in Hospitai, tlie Number Eillulin Aelioii,ami tile Niiinliers Dead from all oilier Causes; Sjiecifyiiig llie Num!)ii |, | 
Jiivaliilcil) tile Number fuiiiid unfit for any fnriber Scrviciy and Pensioned; spoeifyiiiu the Nninber of Europeans, tlic Nnmlier of Natives, mid tiie Nuniliev 



Eat'li fresh aduiMSioii into hospitoi is eoniitcd in these Heturas; hence, in oonseiiuencc of the sunn; individual liavinB heen admittod, diwihai'gcd, and epaiu 

This remark refers to ail the entries in the Column 
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OF THB IJIDUN ABMIES EMPI-pTKO AT SqjKB®; &C. 




the 01ct Di»e(.>mberi 1B43, vpecityhi^ th« Total BtrengtUfn eacb Yeitr,&iid the Btrougth of eacb ('of|)d in each Yisar from 1f^5H to 1644 inclusivio:^ 
Nativfl Soldloni, aoti tbo Kumbor of Oi&sar«of oaeb Kaiik, hihI o£<ia(h Branch of the Sejrriro, in *-ach Year from 1698 to 1644 :-o-AJao^1iio 
OAicers from cAeh llfftncli of the Burrlcc^ la etieh Year from 1636 to 1H44 iuolu&ive, so llvr as the samo can be fumisbeU. 



(too to ttoconrsfi of » year, the nnmb(W tr«itod to IwopHal »K to some torthac™ more nameroas thaa the whole atreegtliof the v^wmt, 
‘^Slmihm hjiflieto* »ito Keo triated fa Hospital.” 
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?S'0:..3toOP®AK.AKD NATIVS'/gOtHfEBs; 



Stfei*iftiiof' 6 Bch Corps In dacU Year. 


Kninbot of Officers and Men treated In 

Hospital. 


Eim/liMin. 

Native. 




I H. M/s I3fh Ufrirt 
t liifiiijtrv, 18 to 8J 
' lln;. IWa - 
' II. M.’s 2ad Poot, 

I Jan. to 11 Muv - 
IJ. M.*» ‘JRtli >fK)t, 

I Jiio. to ^}| i\ur. 

ll. AI.*« 78tl) i 
lauders, 20 Mu\ 
H) ai Hoc. Left 
v’ing joined 2 Dec. 


1 Hi Company 2(1 Bat- 
tnlidiiPootArtiDery, 
11) M«y to ai Dir. 
:lil Company 2(1 Hat- 
talioii Pool ArtiJlorv, 
211 April IoSIDbc. 
0th Lfprht (\ivalrj*. 

t Jun. to nj Dlt. 
UthNati\L* Infantry, 

7 April toll! l)hc. 

loth NiiLi^alufiinti^', 

24 Mii> to ai Dec, 
lOlli Kutivfc Infantry, 
IJan.to 10 March 
, o.jtli Native Infimtry, 

I lOMarch todlDue.' 
I DeUcliinoot, Dth Ir¬ 
regular CnvalrA, j 
I April to :U l)(*c. I 


lloise and Pool ArfU- 
lory,oii ] Jnn. 1844 
I 2<1 Kiiropcan Lip:ht 
I iiiAujiry 
:id Kegtijoent Liy:ht 
Cavalry 

Sapper?* and Minora - 
IhI ((('(iroimdicr Kc^-i- 
mcnr J. - 
(llh BopiinoHt N.l, • 
HUt • ditto - 
I2tli • <!it(o > 

; lOtli - ditto - 
lOlh - (lilU* - 
17lli - ditto - 
2011i - ditto * 

21 “t - ditto - - j 

25th - ditto - 
_]*oona A'Ailiur\ llo’-w*! 


rll. y):- /8th I 

I iHodi.'r'*, I ilaa. to • 

])m'’nJ>t'r.i.iL'hJ; | 
tJoniptiny joiiiod | 

O.lmmjirA' - - I 

\ M.’.' 86th Foot. , 
i. Jan in 31 l>er | 
Jl. vi ’}» ilJfh JJyht ! 
j Ij.pii. r\, 1 /an. to * 

I . 4 ikv' - -: 


iO 3737. 4{hTriK»p‘js„ Hrifrada | 

j Horse Arliliory. 

j ! iMa\ to 3n»rc. ! 

; 2!lilvit- i 

' tjilhoi I'oyt ArlilJrry, i 

1 .inr. to April - . 
3 d (h«i{i]* 5 iny 2 .< Bat- • 
tnlioj. 1 m5j) 1 Artillery, ■ 
j 1 Jen. to 12 April j 

' ' 3 dl!oD)p{Ul\ (Hlilhet- 

I ^ i 3Iay to 31 Doc. ’ ! 



j Bask and FBer. 
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.IlSTHfBNS BELATIVE, TO KyBPI'SAN:Ai}D'^NATlVE,;.SOJLWEBSKv,., 


TSwai Strenfjtli ia 
ewU y«ar. 


StraasU. of each Corpa in each Yenr. ““ 


Pead from Diacnse, 





I Ifative Noii-«ommlE'> 
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Sccw'lars Militnry 
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RBTURN'S RSLAmf to SOROWlAK AN0 NAtlVK SOtOJSftf 


1 iiiniM >11111101 I I-• r- ■ 1,^ ^ II -1Ji;i 

RETURN »f tlw Number of Tjiriops of «H fieecfiptions wid FiiiriSg in itbo Prowoce of ^n^e, iindor ^e fcomniM^ of Genefid 
the Regular Rogimente, Cavalry and Infantry, ftran the Irregular Oorpe of Infantry and Cayalry j the Number 
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- 
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1,182 

- 

1 

0 

- 

- 
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OH 


' 


3.77 

17,107 


BOMDAY FORCE; 

Qrijp.N’s Taooi's; 

Her Majcety’s 78th and Sfitli Regiments and Volunteers; 13th 
Light Infantry ..-- 

Company's Troops: 

Uegulnre: 

Ono Regiment Light Cavalry. 

Eight Regiments, and a IJutiichiiiont of Native Infantry - 
One Troop of Horae Artillery 

Three Compuriios European Foot Artillery' . . - - 

Tlireo Companies Native Foot Artillery . - - - - 

Sappers and Minors 

Irri’giilats: 
lleloohee Battalion 

SeinUe Camel Corps. 

,, Horse 

Stuff - - - . .. 

In Charge of Ordnance Department - . . - - 

„ Commissariat ditto ------ 

BENGAL FORCE. 

Company's Troops : 

Regulurs; 

Second European Regiment.- . 

One Regiment Light Cavalry - . . - . 

Three Regiments Native liilantry. 

One Troop Native Horse Artillery . . . . . 

Gun La.sears, attaelied to ditto -. 

One Company Native Foot Artillery, uiili L.giit Field Battery 
attached 

Ordnance Drivers attached to ditto ..... 
One Company Native Fmit .Artillery, with Camel Battery attach''.! 
Ordnance Drivers, attached to ditto ..... 
Engineers .. 

Irregulars: 

Bundlecuud Legion; 

Artillery .......... 

Gun Liwcars and Ordnance Drivers attached to ditto 

CaTalry 

Infantry 

One Regiment and a Detaclimont of Irregular Cavalry 

Police Force: 

Mounted, Rural, and City 

Tot.1L ... 


a, 

:S 

x> 

a 

&< 


3B0 


04 

7»0 

52 

72 

20 

0<7 


IB 

182 

4* 

in 


12fi 
5I)*7 I 
105 i 
204 


17 

2 5 i 


'.ill II I 


ABSTRACT OF TROOPS. 


Her Majesty’s Service 


Puliee 


1 

cavai.uy. 

j .V i: T1L L i; 1! V. j 

— 

liuroj'piMiR. 

NaiivcA. 

j l.llll'jTCllll’l). 

Aalivc.-i' 

'Service 

1 Irregulars 

25 

4H 

4 

817 

1 2,3(11) 

2,373 

'132 ■ 

4 

i * 

1 7*»0 

147 

Total - - - 

77 


15G 

l 

1 

880 


East India House,! 

. 17 March 1846. / 














OJ' tfitt INDiAN umim EMPtd^iED AT SCINDK; &e. 


11 


iir C. K'tpier, on tl.e 1st day of Januaty 1840; atating theJJMumber of Qi ef.n’s and of Co.mi-akv’s Tnooi-s; distiagaishin,.. 
ad DoMiiptioii of Artillery, Engineers, Commissariat, and all other Establishments in the Province at that Date. ’ 



- ABSTRACT OF TROOPS. 


-4PrHHS AND MINERS. 

1 INFANTRY. 

T 0 T A h. 

1 



1 




jCilAMl TOTAI.. 

Europeans. 


KlirOpCHTlA. 

NutivC'S. 1 

Europi’flii!*- 

Natives. 

. 


2,300 

• * . 

2,300 

- 

2,3110 

‘i5 ! 

15D 

978 

0,172 

1,480 

10,875 

I 2 ,;).".s 

• 


6 

1,303 

58 

4,240 

4.:iu4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2,373 

2,377 

25 

16S 

3,284 

10,705 

3,842 

17,404 

21,330 


248 . 


C 


Philip Melvi/l, 

Secretary Military Deiiartnicut. 


Tfowiidi-'i 
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nZTV&TSS RHliATSVK TO BtJUOJPBilN AND NATIVE 


RETURN of the Veluo of Phoi'I'.kty hc-longing- to the Ameers of Scinde, incliicliog' Jewels and 
Money, taken Poeseasion of in Scinde, so far as the same can be famished in this Country. 


Paid into the public treasury in Scinde, on account of articles 
sold, about 

Realised at Kurruchoe 
Value of siU'er 
fJold sold 

Gold remaining unsold, estimated at - - - 

Lead, valued at ------ 


Rx. 


IlnpCLS. 

2 , 20 , 0.'>8 

17,74 a 
0 , 5 , 04,337 
17,13,5.37 
1,23,07.3 
15,000 

40,02,028 


To which are to be added the sum due from the Government for articles transferred to public 
departments, the sum due from individuals tor articles sold in Scinde, and the sum which may be 
produced by the sale of the jew^’ls, &c. which arc at present in deposit in Uotrihay. 

Such articles of personal usi; and ornament ai i; to bo reserved for the Ameers as may be selected for 
that jmrpose by the Governor-general of India in Oouneil, with the npprubutiuii of the Lords Com- 
niis-siouers of Her Majesty‘.s Treasury-. Subject 1o ibi;- reservation, aria ^ a deduction from each 
share of the amount of sis months’ full biitla paid to the captors, the above properly has been granted 
ns prize. 

No portion of the booty has been retained for the use of the East India Company. 


(.signed) Philip Mclvill, 

Sec. Mili’ Dop*. 


La.st India House,) 
2ti April 184C. J 
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or THIS INiDUN ARMIES RMPtOYRD AT SCINDBj fsc. 


ESTIMATE of tho lixrEXSP. of the following Troops for the Yoiir 1844-46, and the Average Ordinarj’ < Inuges of 
such Corps in the Company's Possessions in time of Peace j and also tho Amount of ExtraordiDaiy Plxponse incurred 
for these Corps in their Service in Scimie for tho Year. 



Ordinary 

ChargcH. 

Extraordinary 

Charges. 

Total. 

Her Majesty’s troops -. 

Cavalry, artillery, and European and Native infantry corps of the Bengal 
and Bombay establishments - 

Irregular cavalry and infantry corps of Bengal and Bombay . - - 

Scinde local corps of cavalry and infantry 

Stall’ and contingencies, inelnding commissariat charges and donation 
battfi 

Co.'s Ifs. 
6,40,043 

36,82,098 

8,61,647 

- 

7,61,936 

Co.'s Its. 

8 4,.') 12 

8,22,989 

6,09,720 

8,07,077 

32,88,444 ] 

Co.’s Its. 
7,24,685 

46,06,t)7.8 

14,71,:)67 

8,97,977 

40,40,380 

Tottd, exclusive of Scinde police force . . . - . 

Scinde police force 

.69,36,624 

67,03,663 

4,32,240 

1,16,40,287 

4,32,249 

Toth, - - . 

69,36,624 

61,36,90!! 

1,20,72,.627 

£. 

566,6611 

.676,241 

1,131,899 


East India HouMi,'! Jamr., C. Metv'di, 

07 March lR4fi. | Secretary. 


li.STIM.^TE of (lie IIuceipts of Rcvi; NUK of every kind in .SWadc for liic Year iH43-44, dislinguishing tho 
Kcverii) Heads, and tlte Amount of each Head ; also it Uotiirn of Oio Number of Civil Servants in Scinde., for tlie 
same Time, and tll(! Expense of sueli Estaldi,shmen(, under separate lleiids, so iw to exhibit a correct IJatimate 
of the Pinoncfi of the Province in that Y’ear. 


ETATEMENT of tho Rkvest 




us and DisneiisiiMK.vi s, exolii,sivc of Military Chatgos, in the Province of 
Scimtr, Jii the Year 184;(-4 I. 


RECEIPTS: 

Land revenue . . - - 

Customs and taxes 

Towti duties - , - - 

Eishery contract - - - - 

Garden rents . . - - 

Liquor nnd drug contracts - 

Foes and fines . - - - 

Post-ofllce colloetiona - - - 

Judicial fines . . . - 

Marine: Anchomgo fees nnd light¬ 
house dues . . - - 

Miecellaneons reeei])ta, the particu¬ 
lars of wliicli arc not specified in 
the statements received from 
India. 

Total - - - 


Co.'s Its. 
•2,S3,M7r. 

1 , 711 ,dy.') 

I,7l,tl3i> 

20.. 514 

11.. 669 
37,075 
16,57!) 
33,S!)6 

1,126 

V, 

2,666 

1,68,011 


9,27,666 


i'. 


86,959 


DISBURSEMENTS: 

Salaries and eatahlisiiments of the 
Seci'etary to Governmeni, resi¬ 
dents, col lectors and magistrates, 
diqiuty eellector.s, &c. 

Pav td" ktirdor.s and establisliment.s 
ibv collection of revenue - 
Churge.s on iiccooiit of field watch- 
iiion, gomosiilci-s, grain mea¬ 
surers, land measurers, and 
carriage of grain, &c., classed 
uniler tiie betei of Contingen¬ 
cies - - - . - 

)'esl-oilic.e eliarges ... 
Police eorp.s . - - - 

Bout, e.stablisbineut. - - - 

Expenses of tho several steamers 
employed on the Indus, and 
other iiiarine charges 
Repairs . . - - . 

Allowances to the cx-ameers of 
Scinde, and e.vjienses incurred 
on iiceoiint of them and Ihoir 

families . . . . 

E.tpeiiaR of cutting and clearing 
cumils at Hydraltad 
Miacelluueous . . - - 

Total - - - 


Co.’s Jts. 

1,94,411 

66,213 


97,439 

28,326^ 

1,20,208 

31,470 


1,13,663 

828 


2,00,OCiO 

1,14,081 

892 


9,87,590 


tf. 92,586 


Charges of the province of Scinde, e.xelusive of military charges, for liic year 1843-44 - f. 92,686 
Rovonues and receipts of - ditto - - - - ditto ditto - - 80,969 

- - - .e. 6,627 


Chaigcs in Excess 





14 RSTCBN!* RELATIVB TO EU»0?^4.N AVV KfTjy* ,f q!|.I>|;yS.8 




The Civil, Establibjiments in Scinde, on the let May 1844, were as follow :- 


Oovernor of Scinde . - - - 

llmnglitiiirnnn nnd rnoonHiiee • - 

•Secretaiy to (Government of Scinde - 
Aeeietnnt - ditto - ditto - 

Clerks 

Duftcry ------ 

Tindiil of tent Lascars - . . 

Tent Lascars . - . . . 

Jemadar of peons . - - - 

Peons ------ 

Bhecstce ’ - 

Bearer ------ 

Sweeper ------ 

Moonshees - - - - - 


Assistant surgeon in medical charge of civil cstublishiuents, and 
postmaster in Scinde - 


Native doctor attached to ditto 


- ditto - 


(tflicer in ciiarge of the niilitiuy treasure chest (it Sukkuc 

CJerks. 

Native treasurer 
Peons - 


Treasurer in Scinde 
Clerk - 
Accountant 
Native treasurer 
Peons 


tiajuain of police in Scinde . - . 

Lieutenant of police at llydrabad 
Ditto - . - - Shikarpore 

Ditto - - - - Currachee 

(tfficinung magistrate at Kori'c and Sukkur 
Clerks 
Moonshees 


Civ.: judge advocate-general 
fllerk - - - - 

Peon . - - - 

Moonshee . - . 


Superintendent of canals and forests in Scinde . - - 

Survejors - 

Asaistunt and sub-assistant surveyors . . - - 

Carried forward • 


Number 
of Persons. 


. . . 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

o 

1 

12 

J 

1 

I 

3 

- 28 


m 


II 


Salary 
{i«r Mensem. 


Co's Ks. a. p, 
2,600 - - 
400 - - 


3,385 - - 


735 - -■ 


.501 


1,038 - - 


3,C10 - - 


1,108 - - 






























■'■'‘■;6ip'4‘'te''yi)t‘Al3f ''iimm 'eWploWd .at. |Cti!|rp5,;’„4cA,', I?., 




Brought forward - 


Mnonehce : 

Persian writers 
Native doctor • 
Puckaiil bhoestee 
Sirdar of olassios 
Metes ditto of ditto 
OlnssieK,. • . 


Resident at the court of 11. H. Ameer Ali Mourad Khan 
Peons 

Officer ill charge of tlie niilltary chest at llydralaul 
Native trensnrer 

« 

Peons - -- -- -- -- 


Colloclor and magistrate at Currauliee 

Dijjiuties - - - ditto 

Clerks ------ 

Nakiiie of peons . . - - 

Pt'Onj ------ 

•Moonshees - - - . . 


o 


Treasurer fnalive) 

Clerks - 
Peons 

Moonshees - -- -- -- -- - 

Blinder muster - -- -- -- -- 

Wcighinun - -- -- -- -- - 

Kurdiirs (or district local offieers) ------ 

Moonshees, treasurer, corn-factors, weighing-men, hi-okers, and 
bheestees, with kurdars ------- 

Record keeper --------- 

Naib . . - - .. 

Peons ----------- 

Collector and magistrate at Snkkur ------ 

Deputies to ditto 
Writers 
Moonshees 
Bnfteree 

Jemadar - -- -- -- -- - 

Peons 

Treasurer (native) 

Kurdars 

Moonshees, with kurdars -------- 

Treasurers - ditto 

Jemadars 

Peons 

Chonkedan! 

248 . «3 


Niniilier 
of Persons. 


30 


I 

1 

■ 2 (‘ 


I 

1 

(,i 

1 

3 


1 

I 

7 

1 

74 

PS 

74 

2 

203 

3 


Salary 
per Mensem. 


Co.’s Hs. U, JK 


1G5 


462 


3,049 


1,02ft - 


(;,040 12 - 


10,7fi<5 - _ 
(conh'imerf) 































Y0'i 





Collector and magistrate at Hydrabad 
Deputies to ditto - • 

Writers 

Deeraii 

MooiudiMs - ... - 

j'Mootsuddee - - . - 

Mohureors . . - . - 

Dufterbunds . . - 

Treasurer (native) • - - - 

Cazoe, -, - 


Naib kotwal 

Harlldar - ■ - 

Peons - - - ' - - - 

Ferash 

Kurdars (or district local officers) 
Mohureers, with kurdars - - - - 

Village kotwels - - - • - 

Gardeners 

Garden labourers - - 

Men in charge of Government skikargahs - 


1 

*■ 

4 
1 
6 

1 
23 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

15 

1 

85 

67 

5 
27 

148 

63 






Establisiimest </)■ THE Devctv Collector : 
Moerpoor: 


Moonshee - • 

- 

- 

- 

• 

• 

- 

• 

Mohurcr and nssistant^^\- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

“ 

- 

Naique - - - - 

- 

- 



" 

■■ 

* 

Peons - . - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

Alma Ka Kote : 

Moonshee ... 

- 



- 

- 

- 

- 

Mohurer and assistant 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Naique - - - - 

- 

* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Peons - . - - 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

“ 

Sukkurrund; 

Moonshee . - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Scind>> accountant - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Persian writer . - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Naique - - - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. - 

Peons .... 

- 

- 

- 

• 

- 

* 


Survey Department 

- 

- 

- 

.. 

- 

- 

4* 


Number of Persons • - « 


Or, per Annum * 


Fast India House, 

27 March 1846. j 


Of 

2 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

a 

• 

1 

1 

1 

1 


6 

- 506 

* 

10,416 a 9 

- . '1 1 

550 - - 

1 

1,263 ; 

.) 

45,201 6 9 

- Co.’*, Rs- 

542,416 5 - 

. 

60 , 861 ' , - ~ 


























OiP THE INDIAN AEMIKS EMPLOYED AT SCINDE; &C. 


»7 


No. 1. —STATEMENT of the Amount of Revekok received in Sciude, and of the Expbs dituiie for Collection 
and for other Civil Charges in that Province in each Year since its Aniiexetioh. 


RECEIPTS. 



]843-44. 

1844-40 
(so far im can 
at prcisMt he 
ascertained'). 

1845-40, 

Estimated. 

I^and revenue -------- 

Customs -1 

Taxes - -J 

Town duties - 

I'ishory and goldsmiths’ oontroots - . - - 

(hirdun rents -------- 

l.iijiior and drug contracts ----- 

Pees and lines -------- 

Po.st-nffico collections 

■iiidicidl i'mcti -------- 

Marine: Anchorage fees and lighthouse dues, &c. 

Sale of jirescnts - 

\I iscelliiiicous revenues (not particularised in the statements received 
Iroin India) 

lilljKCH. 

2,8-2,870 

I,7<l,-235 

i,7i,oy(t 
2»,.'>14 
H,55!)j 
37,07rjJ 
in,.770 
3;),8i).7 
1 ,1-20 
-2,«0(i 

1,08,011 

RtqKrs. 

14.03,(110_ 

J05,lll\ 

1,.04,520 

39,909 
44,449 

030 

5,89,030 

I?wpcc.«. 

1!),00,900 

1 ,10,000 

3,33,00(* 

72,000 

(■‘29,090 

148,000 

.')0,000 

.58,500 

Total, Company’s Rupees - - 

0,-27,000 

-27,07,84 I 

-2(!,00,500 

•C. 

80,90!* 

!253,8(!0 

249,984 

E X P E N 1) f T IJ li E. 








J843I 

fur as <*au 
at presaiit l>»5 
osci'rtaiuctl). 

Salaries and cstahlishnicnts of the Civil Dcpartmcnl, e.\<’liisrve of 
tlie collectors of revenue 

liupccs. 

90,080 

Jlitpavs. 

fif/prcs. 

Ditto, of the joint collectors and rnngistralos at llydr.ihad, Siikkur, 
and Kurrac.hcc - - 

],0'),72(i 

],71,!)9-2 


Pav of kurdurs and establishments for collection of revenues 

00 ,-21.-1 

1,09,!I75 


( barges on account of field watchnieu, goniastahs, grain measurers, 
land measurers, and carriage of grain, &c., classed aiuler the head 
“ Contingencies ” - -- -- -- - 

97,139 

1,-21,.'-.71 


Charges collecting the customs 

- 

I9,H-2(> 


Post-office charges - - - 

28,320 

30,070 


Root departments --------- 

31,47!) 

40,-210 


Repairs and otlic* chaigcs of the Civil Engineers’ Dcpartnioni. 

8-28 

12,708 


Police estuhlishincnts 

1,-20,298 

1,77,73-2 

4/,ir»,ooo 

Exi'cnso of cutting and cleaning canals for the improveorent oi tla 
land, and to ensure cultivation ------ 

[ 1,11,081 

1,19,1 18 


Building hnngalovvs and other public works . - . - 


13,0-20 


Vllowunccs to the ex-aniccrs, and expenses incurred on account of 
them and tluar families 

Halanco of miscellaneous items of payment and receipt 

-2,09,(Kill 3,21,1-JO 

j| excess of i-eeoipC 
' -.‘,-201 

",000 

Totid, Compatir’s llupccs - - - 


10,09,1 il 

1 iji'.o.sno 

£. 

8 l,!):)2 

110 ,10; 

j 12.5,911 

248 . C 4 













to o, npUij 
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1 ^ 19 . ;8(ttn*AjqfV> i«d, irAVAV,';'|*if’;'tW . ’ 

■ 'ij! \ ^ ■Jfe''the'YW$84»i«6v/'' 

*. ' . ;:;'g',;VV,, v '' t y'' 

' btiio'.fccyviHi.irmh' 

for tfa(t. i^i^ry . 9 !»t$ilili«hnient 8 in .&$nao j the aniiAirai stated nii" Milltfiry €3i«rg6i** 
wqdiMMidari '^r but 'i>o oMbMivo of tbo. o'niinacr^ p'Ojf of '|bo 

:ompl6ij!^ i«'OafijMa;ws:—.V ; ,■• . . 'V 

■',“'rS*''iW,'■'?5'’ ,-' ■ • ’fS ' ,. ”, ,*’■*' "''ij!”.’’' * ' ' 

;i84f^4S ini^uii^ rop^ lbrqii)ti|i»lf}r building'%^iti(ia.t^dv 'to'oo ^ 

' ;-, lOMpf^jpoosi..'-; ;-■, ditto ' ' ' - etttiiinwsd. 


-SBlIISgosi ,oo'|fer-«»>1wy.,«Mse'i(ils^gnb^')^, ^r,-.™- 
steam'('V.Mim on :itltt l8nu% in-w*. 


, ■> ; A . 1844-^' ' - ' ,-i «■ 

'■; .. " '■ 184i(i'^|Sft per 'esttma^'''; . * 




1 ’^^','' - 

1,90,900*' r . 


i 




£sst ladin .Hoo8.4,1| v 
.. la'Apta.JSfS-i.',/■ ,,, 


in Soinde in 184*6^6, is given above. 


"Jiimet C, M£li!itlr . 

.'Socreterj-. 
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PERSIA. 


RETURN to an Order of tke Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated ag Februaiy 1857 ;— 

A COPY of the Correspondbncb showii^ the Proportion of the Expenses 
incurred in sending an Expedition against Persia, which is to be defrayed 
from the Revenues of the United Kingdom.” 


India Board, \ 
33 Februar 7 1837./ 


HENRY D. SEYMOUR. 


Tlie Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the East India Company to the 
President of the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India. 

Sir, East India House, 22 October 1866. 

1 . In reference to the expedition for foreign service preparing at Bombay 
under the orders (it is presumed) of Her Majesty’s Government communicated 
through the Secret Committee, we are requested by the Court of Directors to 
suggest for the consideration of the Board how far it may be just and proper to 
subject India to tlie whole of the charges consequent on those orders. 

>r 2. In the absence of all information of the causes and objects of the expedi¬ 

tion, the Court cannotjlhemselves form a judgment upon the subject; l?ut recol¬ 
lecting the correspondihce which passed regarding the expense^f 
war, the Court submit that, simultaneously with the expedit^l it should be 
decided how the expenses are to be borne. That wa.<i not done when the expedi¬ 
tion to Affghanistan was undertaken, and it is probably owing to that omission 
that India has been exclusively charged with the very heavy burden of that war, 
notwithstanding the applications repeatedly made by the Court, which, though 
not admitted, have never in principle been rejected by Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) W. H. Sykes. 

The Right Hon. Ross D. Mangles. 

R. Vernon Smith, m. p., 

&c. &c. &c. 


The President of the India Board to tlie Secretary of State for Foreign 

Affairs. 

My Lord, India Board, 26 October 1866. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you, for the consideration of Her Majesty’s 
Ministers, a copy of a letter dated the 22d instant, which the Chairman and the 
Deputy Chairman of the East India Company have addressed to me, respecting 
the expense that will be occasioned by the expedition which, in compliance with 
the commands conveyed by Her Majesty’s Ministers, the Government of India 
has been instructed to send to the l^ersian Gulf. 

I have, &c. 

The Earl of Clarendon, k. q., (signed) ^t. Vernon Smith. 

&c. &c. &c. 


63. 



CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE 


The Under-Secretary of State in the Foreign Department to the Secretary 
to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 22 November 1856. 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you, to be laid before 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, for their Lordships’ con- 
Oct. S5/56. sideration, a copy of a letter from the President of the Board of Control, 
enclosing a letter which he had received from the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman of the East India Company, respecting the expense to be incurred in 
fitting out an expedition to the Persian Gulf. 

I am, See. 

(signed) E. Hammond. 

Jas. Wilson, Esq., m.p. 


The Assistant Secretary of the Treasury to the Secretary of the 

India Board. 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, 2 December 1866. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, to 
acquaint you, for the information of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, 
with reference to the President’s letter, addressed to the Earl of Clarendon, on 
the 25th of October last, respecting the expenses of the expedition to the Persian 
Gulf, that Her Majesty’s Government have determined, on a view of all the 
circumstances, to propose to Parliament to provide for one-half of the extra¬ 
ordinary expenses of the expedition; by which term is to be understood that 
portion of the expense which is over and above the ordinary pay and allowances 
of the troops, and the ordinary charge of the ships of the East India Company 
employed. 

2. I am to request that the Commissioners will obtain for this Board, before 
the meeting of Parliament, an estimate of that portion of the expense of the 
expedition which will become payable by Her Majesty’s Government, under the 
above arrangement, during the ensuing financial year, it being understood that 
an account will be rendered at the termination of the service, in which any sums 
that may have been advanced under the authority of Parliament will be credited 
to Her Majesty’s Government. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) C. E. Trevelyan. 


The President of the India Board to the Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
of the East India Company. 

Gentlemen, India Board, 9 December 1866. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22d of 
October last. I am sure you will partake the satisfaction with which I announce 
to you that Her Majesty’s Government have determined to propose to Parliament 
to provide tor one-half of the extraordinary expenses of the expedition ordered 
from India to the Persian Gulf; and I have to request that you will transmit to 
me, before the meeting of Parliament, an estimate of that portion of the expense 
of the expedition which, under the above arrangement, will become payable by 
Her Majesty’s Government during the financial year, it being understood that an 
account will be rendered at the termination of the service, in which any suras that 
may have been advanced under the authority of Parliament will be credited to Her 
Majesty’s Government. 

2. By the term “ Extraordinary expenses” is to be understood that portion of 
the expense which is over and above the ordinary pay and allowances of the 
troops, and the ordinary charge of the ships of the East India Company 
employed. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) R, Verwm Smith. 



EXPEDITION AGAINST PERSIA. 


The Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the East India Company to the 
President of the India Board. 

Sir, East India House, 18 December 1856. 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 
9th instant, acquainting us with tlie determination of Her Majesty’s Government 
to propose to Parliament to provide for one-half of the extraordinary expenses of 
the expedition lately ordered from India to the Persian Gulf. 

2. In reply, we are requested by the Court of Directors to express to you the 
satisfaction with which they have received this com munication. 

3. The Court, in accordance with your request, will transmit to you, before the 
meeting of Parliament, an estimate of the expense, which, under the arrangement 
now made, will become payable by Her Majesty's Government during the 
financial year; and they propose immediately to instruct the Government of 
India to keep a distinct account of all the expenses of the expedition, separating 
the extraordinary from the ordinary charges, so that the account may be readily 
adjusted with Her Majesty’s Government. A draft of paragraphs on the subject 
will be submitted to the Board for approval. 

4. The Court coucur in your explanation of the term “ Extraordinary ” as 
distinguished from the “ Ordinary ” expenses of the forces, military and naval, 
employed on the expedition ; on the understanding that, in the event of troops 
being sent from this country or from the colonies, or being raised in India in 
consequence of the service in question, all the expenses of those troops shall be 
regarded as an “ Extraordinary ” charge. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) W. H. Sykes. 

Ross D. Mangles. 


The Assistant Secretary of the India Board to the Assistant Secretary 

of the Treasury'. 

Sir, India Board, 22 December 1856. 

With reference to ymur letter of the 2d instant, I am directed by the Com¬ 
missioners for the Affairs of India, to request that you will lay before the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the enclosed copy of a letter, dated 
the 18th instant, which the President of tJjis Board has received from the Chair¬ 
man and Deputy Chairman of the East India Company, as to the payment of 
the expenses caused by the expedition ordered from India to the Persian Gulf. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) IVtn. Leach. 
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RETURN to an Address of Hononrable The House of Commons, 
dated 24 July 1866;— 


“ COPIES or Extracts of Correspondence with the Colonial Office, 
respecting a Grant made by the Crown to raise and take away 
Guano from the Islands of Jibleea, JJttskie, and Ghtorzoad, on the 
South Coast of Arabia; and, of the Licence under which the Grant 
has been made.’* 


Colonial Office.T q EOnTESCUE 

6 June 1867. / 


{Sir damns Duke.) 


Ordered, by The House of Conunons, to be Printed, 
8Jt««el857. 
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15 

H. Merirale, Esq., to E. 
Hammond, Esq. 
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27 
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COPIES or Extracts of Correspondence with the Colonial Office, 


respecting a Grant made by the Crown to raise and take away Guano 
from tlie Islands of. Jibleea, HusAie, and Ghwrzoad, on the South Coast 



Extract of LETTER from E. Hammond, Esq., to H. MerivaU, Esq.; dated 
Foreign, Office, 13 October 1854. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you herewith, for the 
information of Secretary Sir. George Grey, the correspondence relating to the 
subject of tlie cession of the Kooria Mooria Islands to Her Majesty. 


E. HanimoDd, . 
t(i H. Merivale, 
Eeq. 

13 October 1854 , 


Enclosure 1, in No. 1. 


Chninbers, 25, York Place, Edinburgh, 
My Lord, 20 August 1853. 

I HAVE since the interview with which your Lordshij) honoured mo on Friday, in reference 
to the newly discovered deposits of gunno, &c., consulted with the discoverer and the other 
two gentlemen connected with the matter, cxpliiined to them the wishes of your Lordship 
as to communicating the names and other particulars of the islands (such communication 
being mnde only to your Lordship and their Lordships the bends of the Government con¬ 
fidentially), and I um now authorised to say that the discoverer will be ready to attend your 
Lordship with his citarts, &c., and give every iidbnnation in his power. For that purpose 
he will be in London on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday of ne.\t week (25th, 26th, and 27th 
August), and will be ready to attend your Lordshij) at any time your Lordshij)'s convenience 
will pci'init. 

. These days have been named to allow me to hear from your Lordship in answer to this 
letter, and also to allow time to the discoverer to make his nrmngemcnts to leave England 
for the islands on the 4th Sejirember. 

I may inform your Lordshij) th.-vt tlierc is a group of six islands, and ihiit three of them 
arc within 21 milc.s from the mainland,* while the other three are beyond that distance. 
The three islands within tl)c 21 miles belong to the native Rajah of the mainland, and two 
of the islands beyond that distance arc inhabited by 20 or 3(1 fishermen, who are slaves of 
the Knjab, for whose benefit they 8 uj)t)ly fish and brackish water to any ships which may 
jHiss near the islands. The third island beyond the 21 miles is that visiteil and examined by 
('aptain Ord, and on which the deposits of gunno are to be found. 80 far os this island is 
concerned, we do not know that it belongs to any j)owcr, unless the proceedings adopted by 
Captain Ord on his discovering the guano have not i)]aced it under the British Government. 

Captain Ord has no doubt whatever but that the other islands contain large dej)osits of 
guano, and that the power to remove that guano could with case he j)i'ocured by purchase or 
payment of yearly rent secured to the Rajah. 

Your Lordshij) will thus oljscrve that the five Islands are the property of a native Rajah, 
while the sixth may, for anything known to tlie contrary, belong to the British Government, 
and though the islands may be all perfectly well known as islands, they are not knows as con- 
buning valuable deposits of guano. The discovery of this fact is a valuable discovery, and, 
with submission, I press it upon your Lordshij)’s consideration as involving a clear subject 
for protection and assistance to the discoverer. 

The object of the discoverer, as 1 endeavoured to explain to ynur Lordship, is to procure 
from the British Government a promise, that if the islandH, or any of them, are under their 

power 


Enel. 1 , in No. 1. 


* i.e. Tlie souihern coast of Arabia, or El Hadramant. (See Diffusion cf Useful Knowledge 
Maps—sheet Arabia.) 

82— Sess. 2. A 


'r-, 



3 CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING A GRANT BY THE; CROWN 

power nnd control, he shall hate a lease thereof, and permission to remove therefrom for Great 
Britain the guano and other product^ natural and mineral, on payment of sueh royalty as the 
Government may arrange. The discoverer will bind himsdf to supply the guano, after 
defraying ail expenses, at a*profit to himself of such sum per ton os may bo thought reason¬ 
able, say at 30s. per ton. 

As your Lordship expressed the wish of the Government to do all in their power to pro¬ 
mote British enterprise and to benefit the finner, without creating a second raonojxily, 1 would 
respectfully submit that the discoverer’s proposal as to price would most efiectuaBy ptwent 
such an occurrence. , 

The next jrarpose of the discoverer, is to procure from Government such assistance, by 
letters to the Consul at Aden and the AdmiVid on the station, os wouM enable Captain Ord 
to jiroceed to the native Hnjah, and by negotiation procure a right to those islands which 
belong to him. This would be of immense importance, and could Tbe accomplished by your 
Lordshiji’s orders to the Admiral to furnish Captiun Ord with one of the many vessels of war 
at his command to make the necessary voyage, if he should -find it necessary and advisable to 
make such a request to the Admiral. 

.At a time when the agricultural world is rapidly progressing in improvement, ihe opening 
up and etf'eotual command of Cajitain Ord’s discovery must be of incalculable benefit, and 
I firmly believe innst be viewed with interest by your Lordship hnd the other able heads of 
Government, and J earne.stly hope that your Lordship may be pleased to grant to Captain 
Ord the assistance he solicits from your Lordship. 

I liavc, &c. 

i he Right Hon. the Earl of Clarendon. (signed) James Bell 

&e. Sic. See. « 


Enclosure 2, in No. 1. 

End. 5, in No. i. Foreign Office, 26 August 185.3. 

1 .VM directed by the Earl of Clarendon, who returned yesterday evening from the country, 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, re6))ecting certain guano islands 
in the Eastern Seas. 

Lord Clarendim is unable to make any distinct reply to your observations respecting the 
• right of property in ou.' of the islands in question until lie shall have been informed what 
the several islands are, and where, precisely, they are situated. It would, however, apjicar, 
primd facie, as if the island designateil by you as the third island could not properly bo 
claimed on the groiiacls suggested by you, as belonging to Great Britain. 

1 am to state to you that Lord Clarendon will be no party to any measure which would 
create a monopoly in guano, or unduly raise the price of that most important article, iind he 
. must also decline any responsibility on the part of Her Majesty’s Government respecting 
the matter treated of by you until it shall have been demonstrated to him that any of tlie 
islands in question belong to Great Britain. 

With these provisoes, Lord Clarendon is quite ready to aid tlie enterprise of Captain Ord 
in any way which iwoperly comes within his L irdship’s province- I should, however, 
inform you, that the British awihfflrity at Aden depends on the India Board, and not on the 
Foreign Olhee, and that appli^Wttafi ibr a passage f »r Captain Ord in a ship of war should 
be addressed either to tliat Board or to the Admiralty, as Lord Clarendon possesses no control 
over the naval forces in the Indian Sens. 

I am, &c. 

Mi. James Bell. (signed) U. U, Addinfftm. 


Enclosure 3 , in No. 1. 

Chombera, 25, York-place, Edinburgh, 

Enel, si in No. 1 . My Lord, 29 August 1853. 

I HAD the honour on Saturday to receive your Lordship's communicatirm to me of the 
26th in reference to tlie newly discovered deposits of guano, and in answer thereto, 1 lieg to 
repeat that whenever it will suit your Lordship’s convenience Captain Ord will attend your 
Lordship, and show the islands he refers to. Captain Ord leaves England on tbe 4th 
proximo, and I sincerely hope he will take with him your Lordel^ip’s assistance and autho¬ 
rity, so fer as your Lordship has power to grfint. 

I wait your Lordship’s order to attend, along with Captain Ord, upon your Lordship at 
the Foreign Office. 

When your Lordship did me the honour to see me before, I explained tbot ftiere wa.s 
not the slightest intention to create a second monopoly in guano ; on the contrary, our solo 
wish is to secure the deposits for this country, under such arran^ment as, while the farmer 
will have cheap guano, the private specuktors may have a fair and rcasonsjile profit. 

1 have addressed Sir James Graham on the subject of a passage for Captain Oi’d in a 
vessel of war. 

I have, &e. 

(signed) Janttt BeS, 


The Right Hon. t5 s Earl of Clarendon. 
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Enclosure 4, in No.!. 

■t 

Litherland, near Livcrjwol, 

My Lord, 13 October 18S3. 

I HAD the honour to address your Lordship oa the 24tll ultimo, giving some further in¬ 
formation resjjecting the guano islands. 

I should have prooceded by the mail of the 4th instant for Aden, but I have anxiously 
awaited your Lordship’s pleasure in the matter, and so soon ns the presswe of more im¬ 
portant business will permit, I shall hoi>e to he honoured with a communication from your 
Lordship. 

I have reason to believe that there are parties who already form a guano monopoly, who 
would be glad to purchase any information firom me, hut I pledge my honour to your Lord- 
ship that ho offer shall tempt me, as I distinctly promised your Lordship that there should 
be no monopoly in the matter. 

• I have, &c. 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Clarendon, (signed) J)w. Ord. 

&c. &c. &c. 


Enclosure 5, iu No. 1. 

The Queen’s Hotel, Kt. Martin’s le Grand, 
My Lord, 22 November 1853. 

Since I Imtl the honour of an interview with your Lordship respecting the guano irfands 
in the Indian Ocean, I have laid the matter before a firm engaged iu uie East India trade 
at llombay, who fed disposed to ^ve me all the assistance I require, provided that I can 
prove to them that my interest ns the discoverer of the guano will be pr>itected by the 
liriti.sh Government, and tliat I shall have their aid in negotiating for and obtmuing unmo¬ 
lested possession of the islands, with a clear understanding, of coarse, that there is not to be 
any luonopoly iu the matter beyoud reasonable remuneration. 

As your Lordship was pleased to state this much in the interview above referred to, it 
w'ould greatly oblige if you would enable me to give them the reasonable satisfaction re¬ 
quired, and I shall tlien beg leave to lay before your Lordship the mode of my procedure in 
the matter, and to state when 1 should likely he at the islands to meet an officer of tlic 
British Government, for the purixtses before suggested by your Lordship and Sir James 
Graliaiu. 

] hare, %. 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Clarendon. (signed) Jm. Ord. 


Enclosure C, in No. 1. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 25 November 1853. 

Loan Ct.aiu!NDON desires me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 22d 
inst., requesting his Lordship to give you an assurance that yeur interest as the discoverer 
of certain guano islands will be protected by the British Government, iu order to enable 
you to satisfy a firm engaged in the East India trade at Bombay, which, on this condition, 
IS prepared to give you the assistance you require to enable you to carry out your views 
with regnrtl to the islands. 

In reply. Lord Cfarcudon desires me to state to you that he can give you no farther 
assurance in the matter, and that he can only rejieat the condiriimes offered to you by Sir 
J. Graham on the 28th ultimo, viz., that you might either go out as an individual, without 
the sanction and authority of the Government, and run all risks of failure, or that y»u 
should meet a ship of war, to be sent out by the Government, and aid the officer in command 
in negotiating to obtain possession of the islands in tlie name of the Queen, ujion terms 
to be Iicrcafter regulated by his instructions. 

In the first jdaoe, your risk would be great and your chance of profit diminished by law¬ 
less intrusion, whicli you would find it dimcult to resist. 

In the latter cose, the profits might bo less, but they would be regular and certain, and the 
British flag openly hoisted would be your security. 

But in either cose, that Her Majesty's Government could allow of no monopoly witli 
regard to the islands in question. ^ i,. 

I am, &c. 

Captain Ord. (signed) Wodehotue, 
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* fn Enclosure 7 , in No. 1. 

Enel. 7 , in No. i. Extsact pf Letter from Lord Wodekouu to the Secretary to the Adiniralty> dated 

Foreign Officei 14 February 1854. 

“ You will be aware that several verbal oommunicadons have recently taken jilace between 
the Earl of Clarendon and Sir James Graham on the subject of certain islands in the Bay of 
‘ Koorir Moorin,’ lying off the southern coast of Arabia, or El Hadnunant, uhich are sup¬ 
posed to oe rich in guano; mvd that the result of those communications has been an arrange¬ 
ment, by which Captain Stephen Fremantle, of Her Majesty’s ship * Juno,’ is to proceed 
' to the islands in question, before he assumes his station on the coast of Australia., 

“ I am accordingly directed by the Earl of Clarendon to request that you will lay before 
the First Lord of the Admiralty the following suggestions, to serve as a basis for the instruc¬ 
tions to be given to Captain Fremantle, to enable him to carry out with the bc*t effect the 
commission with which he is to be charged. 

“ As yet the fiict of the existence of guano in any quantity in the Kooria Mooria Islands is 
but imperfectly ascertained, nor has the quality of the guano wliioh has been discovered 
been properly tested. The lord parainountship or pro]>rietorship of the islands is also .as yet 
a matter of unoertainty. These points Captain Fremantle will have to investigate, and, 
having satisfied himself on them, he will then have to endeavour to obtain a cession of the 
islands, either in whole or in port, to the British Crown. 

“ For the accomplishment of these objects, it appears to Loi'd Clarendon that Captain 
Fremantle, who, as already determined, will take out with him Mr. Ord, of the merchant 
service, on the hiith of whose investi^tions and reports the expedition is undertaken, should 
in the first instance proceed to Zanziimr, and there ascertain from Major llamcrton, Her 
Majesty’s Consul in the dominions of the Imaum of Muscat, what information he has collected 
respecting the Kooria Mooria Islands, as directed in a despatch which was addressed to him 
by Lord Clarendon on the 20th of September of last year. 

“ If it should turn out that the islands cither x>ositively belong to, or arc, with a good show 
or right, claimed by, the Irnauin, Captain Fremantle would, in that case, assisted by Major 
Hamerton, have to ascertain whether the Imaum would be diejiused to cede them in whole 
or in part to Great Britain. 

“ If the Imaum, as rightful sovereign of the islands, should declare himself disposed to 
cede them to Great Britain, Captain Frcniiuitle might at once accept the cession. 

“ Captain Fremantle would proceed, with Mr. Ord on board, and also, if neoessar)^ with 
either Major Hamerton, or an interpreter, to the islands, and thoroughly examine them, both 
with reference to their value as dejmsits of guano, and also as a link in the chain of naval 
posts between our Indian ixissessions and Suez. 

“ Captun Frcmontle would also, if necessary, procure throuj|h the aid of Mmor Hamerton, 
a pilot well acquainted with the Arabian coast, and especially with the Bay of Kooria Mooria, 
and would take him with the expedition. 

“ When Captain Fremantle ajfiives at the Kooria Mooria Islands, it will bo necessary that 
he should closely survey theJidi.' ii«»tJoally, and also that he should minutely investigate the 
deposits of guano said or sujiposw to exist in them. For this investigation Mr. Old w ill, of 
coarse, serve at the outset as his best guide, since from Mr. Ord our principal information as 
to the guano therein existing is derived. 

“•The quality of the guano should also be tested as accurately as ma^ bo practicable, and 
. compared witli samples of the best Peruvian guano, which Captain Fremantle might take 

out with him. 

“ lit the event of the Imaum of Muscat disclaiming any title to the Kooria Mooria Islands, 
Captain I'remantle should, in Lord Clarendon’s opinion, still proceed as above recommended 
from ZanziW to the islands, and after examining them, and ascertaining both their nautical 
and commercial value, he should by means of an interpreter obtain os accurate information 
as might be procurable from the innabitants, or from any other sources within reach, as to 
the lordship and ownsrship of thorn; and he should then place himself in personal com¬ 
munication, with that chief or proprietor, and make with him such terms as might be 
practicable for their cession to the Crown of Great Britain. 

“ A regular written contract of cession, and transfer properly signed and sealed ought, 
however, to bo obtained from the Arabian Rajah or Chief, who might be found to be the 
owner by right or usance of the said islands. 

” After having accomplished his mission with respect to the Kooria Moorin Islands, 
Captain FremanUe should, in Lord Clarendon’s opinion, proceed to Bombay, and com¬ 
municate to the Governor all he had done, and if expedient, request the Governor, until 
further instructions should reach him from the India Board, to send occasionally one of the 
vessels of the Bombay marine to watch tlie isloads or island now become the property of the 
British Crowni in Order to keep off interlopers.’’ 
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Erraicr of Despatch from Captain FrernamAe to th* Earl'of Claratdon. 

Her Majesty’s Ship ‘ Juno,’ at Muscat, 18 July 1854. 

“ In the execution of j^our instructions respecting the Kooria Moorin Islands, I beg leave 
to inform you that 1 arrived at Zanzibar on the 20 th June, and was disappointed to find 
that the Imaum was absent visiting his dominions at Muscat. 

“Having consulted with Major Hamertdh, it was agreed that any reference to the 
Imaum’s son, who was administering the government, would be fruitless; I therefore con¬ 
fined myself to engaging an interpreter, a respectable Arab in the service of the Imauin, who 
was furnished to me most readiljr by the Imaum s son. Major Hamerton confideri to me 
all the inforinulion regarding the islands whioli he had gathered, and gave me such advictf 
and instruction on all points likely to arise in conducting Iransactioiis with the natives of 
these countries as his experience and thorougli knowledge of their character could suggest 
lie woilld gladly have acconipiinicd me in the ‘ .Juno ’ had there been any urgent necessity 
for such a step, but in the absence of the Inmum he considered it incxjtedient to quit 
Zanzibar. 

“ Major Hamerton provided me with a letter in Arabic from himself to the Imaum, explain¬ 
ing the luiture of my requisition, and reipiusling him to aid me in every way within his 
power; and I left Zanzibar on the 25th June witli the intention of proeocdhig to the islands 
and of carrying out the investigation of them. 

A strong and fiery monsoon run ue iip in eight days, and at daylight on the 3d of .July wo 
made Ca]ic Noos, the south-west point of Kooria Mooria Bay. Shortly afferwanls passing 
Haski, which is the wcathcnnost island of the grou|), and which is not a mile in width, the 
squalls came off very sharply, and the sea was scarcely broken by such a small body of rock. 
The swell rolled round on both sides, making a heavy surf on the rocks. There W'ns no 
beach, and all landing, or even lowering a boat, in such weather was out of the (luestion. 
There were quantities of birds on the Island, and the guano was very cmisjiicuous. 

“ I therefore stood on to the next ishiiid ‘Soda,’ wnicli is three miles in width, sufficient, 
it might bo expected, to afford shelter; but when under I lie le.e of the high land the stjualls 
were furious and without intermission, knocking up the spray like a whirlwind, and with such 
force ns to endanger the springing of the lower yards, although we passed this island under 
treble-reefed topsails and the courses furled. There was no hope of effecting a landing on 
this island, nor would it have been safe or prudent to have anchored in so wild a spot at tliis 
season. Wo could distinguish no guano or birds, but tlie natives of Helaancea assured us 
that it was much frequented by them and contained a large i|uantity of this manure. 

“ Tlic next island was Helaancea, which is seven inilca in length, the whole oa posed to 
the direction of the monsoon. Having passed the high bluff', the squalls came down very 
heavy, and I was obliged to work up to the aticliorage under elose-reefed topsails and reefed 
Courses. We anchored about a mile from the sliore; it blew a frcsli gale all the time wc were 
there, with a rolling swell continuously coming roiiiid the point. A heavy surf on the beach, 
and tlic landing difficult everywhere, except in a sandy cave whicli was pointed out to ua by 
the natives. On the following morning (July 4th) I lauded with Mr. Ord and the Arab 
interpreter. Four natives were sitting upon a rock and gave us a friendly greeting; one of 
them swam off to the boat and directed us to the best landing-place. 

“ At this part of the island there were living ton people, four men, three women, and three 
children; tliey liavc no huts, scarcely any clothes, and subsist entirely upon fish, 'I'licy dwell 
in the clefts of the rocks, which have no furniture whatever except a mat or two. They have 
no boats; they cannot read or write ; they have no idea of time, dates, or even their own ages. 
They merely keep account of the moon's age and revolution for religious purposes, as they 
are staunch Mohammedans. They speak and understand Arabic, and have also a language 
of their own, not intelligible to my interpreter. They smoke tobacco, and are capital 
swimmers. Tlicy were all born on tlie island, and although the men sometimes go to 
Muscat, or Zanzibar, and even Bombay, their tenacitv of homo is invincible. One man, in 
reply to a question from me, said, ‘ It is our home, and as long as there is a fish to be caugbt 
<in the island we prefer it to all the oomibrts and luxuries of any other spot in the world.' 

“ Finding that there were more people at the opposite side of the island, and having tra¬ 
versed all the nortli-cast part without observing the least indication of guano, I determined 
to undertake a walk to the other end, to prosecute the search, and to corroborate the infor¬ 
mation which I had obtained from these pwiple. When they were first asked to guide us 
across, they endeavoured to dissuade us, pointing out Uic arduous task it would be, the 
acclivities wc should have to encounter, the length of time it would occupy, and the absence 
of water or any provision on the way. Although we afterwards found their information to 
be false and exaggerated, 1 must iu justice say, that, with this exception, I found them per¬ 
fectly honest in all other resiiects. At length, seeing I was bent upon the attempt, and 
having gained their goodwill by a present of biscuit, duck, and tobacco, t«o young men 
became agreeable to the proposal, and on the 5th 1 sdt witli a party of a dozen officers, 
nil carrying their own provisiona and water. We left the cove at 2.30 p.m., with tiie ther¬ 
mometer at 87°, and we accomplished the journey in four hours and a half. There were 
only six or el^t people at this place, whose mode of life was ^ecisely the same u that 
wmeh wo hod witnessed before. They were timid and su^icious of at first, and earnestly 
implored the interpreter for assurance that we would do them no injury. They were soon 
inspired with pard^ and eventually with thorough confidence. Hie poor people had some 
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renson for distrust, for not vciy long sopO nomad tribes came over from the main land in 
canoes, and stole away three or four of then' children. The result of my inquiries as to the 
proprictoi'shi]^ of the islands and other matters may be summed up as follows, and there was 
no contradienon on the part, of those I communicated with: 

“ They look up to and acknowledge the Imanm of Muscat as their chief and sovereign, to 
whom oii the coast ai^cent belongs ; but a person of the name of Ali Bin Hammad, for¬ 
merly of Saahout, near Morbat, now resident and in business at Muscat, ho-s some injfinehce 
amongst them. He receives them whenever any of them go to Muscat, entertains them gratis, 
and gives them rice and clothes, exacts nothing, and is uniformly kind. It does not appear 
that Tie claim.s any proprietorship or authority^over them, and on this point 1 was Very cate¬ 
gorical. Having himself touched at the island, he is aware of their abject poverty and 
need of assistance, and seems merely to take a charitable interest in their behalf. He also 
mediates for them with the Imaum, anti obtains occasionally fi-om him jircsents of rice, dates, 

' or sugar. 

“ A jiapcr was shown to me by one of the elder men, which the interpreter declared to be a 
document duly signed by the Imaum’s brother-in-law, requiring all people who come to the 
island to treat the natives kindly, and not to molest them, under pain of tlie displ&sure of 
his Highness; a strong nrgament that the Imaum has legitimate sovereignty over the group. 

“ During the fine season, or north-east monsoon (from October to March), the Dows call in, 
incidentally, in their transit Ijctivcen Arabia and Africa, barter a few supplies for dried fish, 
and obtain a little water, which is scarce and rather brackish, fishermen also come off at 
this season from the main land and hsh at all the islands; but during the south-west mon¬ 
soon no vessels touch there, ns all landing at any of the islands, except in the cove tdready 
alluded to, is impracticable and anchorage very nrccai:*iiilliis. 

‘‘ They appear to know little or nothing of what goes on at the other islands. They said 
that a vessel had loaded with earth (?) at Jibleca last year, and was going on to the Mauritius. 
They informed us that no birds frequented Helanncca, but that they were very numerous 
and laid their eggs on ali the other islands, particularly .Soda, which was formerly inhabited, 
but has been abanduned about 30 yeai-s, judging from the age of a man who said he was 
brought away when he was quite a child. They inentioneil instances of vessels having been 
recently wrecked on some of the islands, which is highly probable from the prevailing misty 
state of the atmosphere and the violence of the monsoon ; but as to coming to anything like 
dates, it was quite ho^xilcss. 

“Kuropean vessels very seldom stop at llclanneea. The total number of inhabitants was 
said to be 23. There are a U-sv goats, which, like their owners, subsist principally ujion dried 
fish. There is not a tree on thcwholo island, and the few shrubs are parched up, and very scarce. 

“ Having veconnoiteved the ground in tlic neighbourhood and arounti, without finding 
any vestige of guana, and recruited ourselves from the fatigue of the previous day, we 
set i.tf'on our return at 4 p.m., it being too hot (or mid-day travelling, and we again per¬ 
formed the distance in foui and a half hours. 

“ Thus having ovenun nearly the whole island, and fallen in with nothing but a succession 
of barren hills composed of granite aiul limestone, Avith strata of quartz hero and there, 
ditficult of access, and destitute of guano, and having sifted the inhabitants, as fcTr as 1 W'as 
able, as to the rightful owner of the islands. I had no object in remaining any longer. I 
therefore determined to proceed to Jibleca, the leewardniost island, and the one which 
Mr. Ord had visited, and upon *^bOBe sanguine expectations were founded which 

prompted him to apply to your IjbnMnp. Having conciliated the poor jirimitive natives 
with further presents of toliacco, razors, and sugar, &c., I accordingly sailcrl on the 9th, 
and passed to windward of Jibleca, making nearly a circuit of the island, which has not 
much more than a mile of extent to resist the swell from the Indian Ocean. Having luffed 
up under tlie lee ride, and sailed along, 1 found that the prospect of landing was worse than at 
any of the previous ones. The squalls were very severe, coming in violent gusts every five 
minutes; a long swell set in round each extremity of the land. Anchorage, with no shelter 
and rocky bottom, would have been unsafe, and I was quite satisfied that to attempt any 
operation under snob untoward circumstances would have been most hazardous to the 
lives of those employed. The appearance of the ground favoured the report which Mr. Ord 
hod made of this spot, yet we did not see many sea-fowl on it. 

“ I had now no alternative but to relinquish for the jiresent my exarainatioh of those 
islands, and I resolved to proceed at once to Muscat, to make my apjdication to the 
Imaum, and to settle. If possible, with him the question of proprietorship and cession, 
reserving the survey and inspection of the deposits till I returned to plant the British flag. 

“ 1 arrived at Muscat on the night of the 11th instant, and on the morning of the 12th, 
having previously exchanged salutes with the fort, I waited u{>on hie Highi.ess the Imaum, 
and delivered to him Major llamorton's letter, making known to him at the same time 
verbally the purport of my mission. He received me with marked attention, and with 
that conrtesy and affability of manner which characterises bis intercourse with En^ish 
people. 'I’o show his eagerness to give a prompt reply to any oommuhication from Her 
Majesty’s Government, after a riiort interval ho caused the room to bo cleared and read 
Major llamcrton's letter. He did not hesitate a minute to return an answer, which was an 
affirmative in the fullest sense, delivered in langu-age most modest in all that concerned him¬ 
self, and most fiattermg in all that related to Her Majesty and Her Gfoverntneht. He 
seemed rejoiced to have in las power the means of conferring tl>e smallest obligation, m a 
nation for whose friendsh i p he entertained sb much rcsixsct, and bn whose alliance i« attached 
so great a value. 
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“ It would be fruitlcee (fts it ia tupevfltifius) to repapitulfite aU tbe gracious and oompli- 
uaentary expressions which he made use of^ It will ^ sufficient to state that he concluded 
by saying, tjwt if Her Majesty required ainy other portion, or the whole of his dominions, 
whether in Arabia or Africa, he should be equally chei^ffil to surrender them into her hands. 

“ He solemnly protesteid that no other person had any right or title over the islands but 
himself, and desireti me to rest perfectly satisfied ori that aeore; indeed, from all J Imve seen 
and heard, the evidence in his favour is so conclusive that I have not thought it advisable 
tq see AJi Bin Hammud (already alluded to), or, in ffiet, to seek for any furuier infoi-mation 

'tfae'^polnt. ■ ' ■ ■ , 

“ On the 13th his Mighaess entertained myself and rii the officers of the * J imo’ at a banquet, 
and on the 15th he appointed me to see him for the mh'pqse of presenting to me the docu¬ 
ment whereby the islands are transferred to the Bntish Crown. It was made out in 
triplicate; the original was given to me, another copy (likewise bearing the seal and sig¬ 
nature of his Highness) he is to forward to Major Hamerton, and the third he is to keep* 
himself. I enclose n copy of the original in Arabic i the original itself shall be-transmitted 
toytmr Lordship when the ‘ Juno’ readies Bombay, as I do not feel entire confidence in the 
opportuirities which offer {'rom this place of forwarding mails. I subjoin a translation, the 
best I could arrive at, for although the Arab who has been with me ns interpreter, and who 
has epndneted this matter for me very fuithfully and zealously, is an intelligent man and 
speaks English sufficiently well for all common iiur}j 08 C 8 , he was completely out of his depth 
when he had to deal with eo funnul an instrument. It was with the greatest difficulty 
1 could get him to comprehend the natuie of the deed I wanted, and when the luiaiin sent 
his draft for my perusal, he apjrcarod equally r.t a loss to understand the terms set down 
in his own language, and quite incapable of rendering them into English. I trust, however, 
it will be found to bo valid and conclusive. 

“ It is now iny ititention to return to Helaaneea and take formal 2 >osscssion of the i8lund.s 
in the name of Her Majesty, and, as the monsoon relaxes its strength, to seize the earliest 
opportunity of cxaniining tliose islands which contain the guaiio, for as yet wc have 
nscii’tained no other corrobomtion of Mr. Ord’s statements tlian that affbnled Ly the oral 
testimony of the inhabitants of Helaaneea, and although the cession of the islands is 
secured, the actual object of this ex|«.>dition remains to be accomjdished. 

“ From the information I have collected here, it ai)i)cars that between the middle and tlic 
end of Auiiust the weather may be expected to moderate. It will pi-obably take mo three 
weeks to bent back to Helaaneea against the monsoon, so that 1 may reasonably bojie. 
that 1 may be able to commence operations shortly after ray arrival. 

1 jiroijosc erecting a flagstaff at Uelauncea, and appointing, at some trifling salary, two 
of the natives jointly to take chorge of it, and to leave with them a Union flag, whlcli 
they will be instJ'uoted to disjday on the arrival of any vessel. These men ivill bit fur¬ 
nished with a eojiy of tlie In.aum’a document in Arabic, in English, and in French, tmd 
they will be desired to produce this to any parties wlio may touch there. 

“ T shall also deliver to them a written authority to prove that they are in the pay and 
emjiloy f>f the British (jovcmmeiit, giving them one year’s salary in advance, say eiglit or 
tea dollarkffi ]iiecc. 1 Itave reason to believe tliat, inde(>endently of its being greatly to 
their interest, they have honesty and ijitellect sufficient to perfonn this duty adequately. 

“ When 1 have made these arrangements and concluded the exattuination of the dejmsits of 
guano on Soda, ,Tibleea, and Haiski, 1 .shall iiiaike the best of my way to Ilombaiy, from 
whence your Lordshij) shall receive a further repiart of my iiroccedings. 

“ I liaivc been tibliged to fbn go the further services of my intciqireter, ns the Tmmini has 
exjiressed a wisli tlint he should return as soon ais jaossible to Zanzibar, where he is required 
in the maaingemeut of his Highness’s sugar estaitcs, being the only person who is cajiablo of 
working the steam-engine. 

" I have engaged another person at this place, who, although lie is neither tnistworthy, 
nor able to read or write, will he sufficient to enable me to communicate with our fellow- 
subjects, tbe natives of Helaaneea. 

The Iinnum offered to send a vessel to take all tliesc people away from the island, if 1 
wished it, and would have allotted a spot of land near Muscat for their residence and 
aubsistenoc, but knowing their attachment to this simple and indejiendent mode of life, I 
begged he would on no account disturb them. 

“ On tbo.l6th the Jmaum embarked on board one of his frigates and sailed for Bunder 
Abbass. 1 paid him the compliment of m.'inning yards and saluting as he passed the 
•Juno.’ He is taking some troops and Bedouin Arabs, about 1,500. to settle some 
disagreement between himself and tlio 1‘crsian Government about the pos-scssion of Bunder 
Abbass. It is not, however, expected that there wdll be any fighting. 

“It may be right to observe before concluding this desjmtcb .that tbe Bay on the north¬ 
east side of Uekiuncca (^tween Ras Helaaneea and Has Saar) is accessible at all seasons of 
the year, witli safe anchorage doge to the shore, and landing for boats or lighters inactivable 
at all times. Moreover, from the rocks at the entrance of the sandy cove, a pier might be 
constructed without much labour or expense, alongside of which ships might fay. 

“ 1 judge Helaaneea to be distant fiom Bombay 940 tailes, and from Aden 720, making 
1,660; direct it is about 1,625. I have no doubt that a sufftciont supiflv of water'nright be 
procured for any number of people who might be required to settle, there, and .there can 
be no apprehension on account of the climate, which le healthy and agreeable,, the hottest 
season being the period of the strongest winds, blowing day and night.” 
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Sub>Enclo»nre to Enclosore 8, in No» 1. 

(Truul&don.) 

Stephen O, Prmumtle, Captaui. 

Bkmiixab. 

Fbom the humble Sercid Bin Sultan, to «li and everyone who may see this paper, whether 
Mohammedane or oihere. 

Them has arrived to me from the powerful nation (England^ Captain Fnmantle, 
belonging to the Royal Navy of the Great Queen, reijuesting from me the (Jemir i Bin 
Colfaim) Chorian Morian lelanda, namely, Helaaneea, Jibleea. Soda, Haaki, and Gourzoud ; 
and I hereby cede to the Queen Viotoria thi above-mentioned islands, to be Her poaaoamonar 
or Her heira and aucceeDora after Her. In proof whereof [ luive hereunto affixed my aignaturs- 
and seal on behalf of myaelf and my aon otter me, cf my own free will and pleaeute, without 
, force, intimidation, or pecuniary interest whatsoever. 

And be the same known to all to whom these presents may come. 


Done at Muscat the 17th day of the month Shouat, 1270, 14ih July^ 1854. 


Done in the presence of me. 


(seAi,.) 


Given under my hand, 

(sign^ by the Imaum) 


Sereid, 


(signed) Stephen G, Fremantle, 

Captain of Her Miyesty’s Ship “ Juno,” at Muscat, 
the 14th July 1854. 


No. 2. 

E. Hammonil, Esq., 
to H. Merirale, 
£sq. 

18 Dec. 1855. 
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Extract of LETTER from E. Hammond, Esq., to H. Merivale, Esq. 

Foreign Office, 18 December 1865, 

“ I .tM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to tmnsmit to you, for the information 
of Mr. Labouchere, the Report of Captain Fremantle, stating the result of his 
survey of the guano on the Kooria Mooria Islands, and also a correspondence 
between this office and Captain Ord,«ho,notwithstatiding the unfavourable report 
of Captain Fremantle, is still anxious to proceed with the enterprise of import¬ 
ing guano from these islands to this country, if he can obtain u lease of the 
islands from Her Majesty’s Government for five years, 

“ I am to state that Lord Clarendon concurs in the opinion of the Board of 
Trade, us stated in Sir Emerson Terinent’s letter of the 4th instdit (which 
I transmit herewith), that there would be no objection to grant such a lease to 
Captain Ord. 

“As, however, Major Haroeit#, Her Majesty's Consul at Zanzibar, has been 
instructed to offer the Imaum of Muscat a slrare in any profits which may be 
derived from the trade in guano, Lord Clarendon considered that it would be 
proper lo reserve a royalty; and on this being made known to Captain Ord, be 
offered to puya royalty of 60 dolhn s upon every hundred tons of guano exported 
from the islands, which he has since pxpres.sed his willingness to increase to 
60 dollars on every hundred tons for the first two years of the lease, and a 
hundred dollars for the last three j ears. 

“ Lord Clarendon is of opinion that this latter offer might be accepted, and a 
lease upon these terras granted for five years to Captain Ord; and I am to 
request that if Mr. Labouchere concurs in this view, you will move him to take 
such steps for settling the future government of the islands, and for the formal 
grant of the lease, as may enable Captain Ord to commence his operations 
without delay.” 


Enclosure 1, in No. 2. 

End. I, in No. 9 . Extract of Report from Captain Fremantle to the Earl of CTareaJoa, dated Her Majesty’s 

Ship “ Juno,” at Bombay, 10 October 1854. 

“ On the l.lth September J landed, with a jarty of 70 people (officers and men), o“ *1*® 
Island of lluskie, wnich is one mile and a quarter in length, from north to south, and half 
a mile broad. By distributing our force in di^ront parts of the island, we examined the 
whole of ii. The result was far from satisfactory. There' did not appear to bo any trace 
whatever of recent depot«ii;c. no^ any indication that birds frequented the island in any vast 

numbers. 





" aujmif'end of'tKgi idat>d.’:ODiHe'f<lm'*^' W:^he'gBllie«^)#bj^ ^ ftPP^Mi^.i^'.«^'i]ni^# 

watcraoci»ie«; tbe beds ^ slrl^feb *fk|tip|^^y wy«xd#l^|fflB|e.«toae^^^ 
digging. tbAt there yilias a genend aptaion of guiuQ/aip iafsdor qifdity, and the 

i»l!|»e,^^>|i«^^|Jq|^IDo powesB. ,,'The de^4''W.‘'ht?t5'ex««id 

' ■;«>«,^whote;,%4M jW,' ^dwted- at '^'iqorO'.tlwir^ 


■ ;*‘,'i8i;-|lhj4Vpb’’le'«d’ spncfies w' smift plains*"trc found * lew;pr6*; 

Mrtiqn;p stone.' ^^Rfesc f|^ were ymit(W:!iB:i(Sitisp, ob4 bnljr. l6 i«oh«e ,«t 

aep(i|V'''|d'’thikt'^’hf :ineipih!titeni'and'onteulatip;'we ' 00 ^ qol'.gti^raiftee the (^n^ts''!^'oe 
iinDre'thdn 3,<KK) tons, of which SO per cent, wbmd b^'v^e kiH insoluble matten ' 

“ 7. At the soatliern, end of the island thei» was discovered a different species again, of 
which tlie pSatUy was greater; but I fenr, from the re^t of the test, that it is <>f' little 
value, and would not pay the expcnn® of importation. The gross estimated quantity might 
periiaps npprotich 40;000 tons, of which at least 50 per cent, would be insoluble matter. 


“ 8. The labour, expense, and inconvenience which would be eittniied by an attempt to load 
any gmino foom Haski, is a weighty consideration; tho inequality of the gruhnd, and the 
distance it wopld be necessary to carry the bags, after the stuff Had been mt^ oy screened 
and eep,arattd from the stone, would inquire a strong party of labourers, subsistence for 
whom, of every description, including Water, must be brought to the spot. When to this is 
added that the gunno itself is of so inferior a quality, so adulterated, and so insignificant in 
quantity, I do not scruple to advance the opinion that, in a general commermal point of 
view, Haski is scarcely deserving of consideration, and, in a national point of view, abso¬ 
lutely worthless. From the appearance c)f the island generally, and tne gullies cspeoially, 
there is reason to suppose that at certain seasons of the year rain fails freely. We know 
that, for at least three months in the year, a strong and fiery breeee blows iScessantly over 
tlic island; and hence a cause may bo assigned why the deposits wliioh the sea-fowl may 
make do not accumulate or get amassed in tlie same way as is found to bo the case at the 
Chincim islands, in the Pacific, where rain is unknown and the wind is always moderate. 

It would appear that the deposits get.washed away and blown ofif; and altlxiugh the substul 

(where thme is nny ) js strongly impregnated with fertijiaing matter, there is no bulk of 

genuine guano to furnish cargoes lor a nurnber of ships, or any good prospect of remuneta- « 

tion far any parties engaging in the spocuiation. The reiwrt of the analyses, with » sketiA 

of tlie island, is subjoined. ?!yrc- 


“ 9. The next island I explored was Soda, whioh is throe miles long and one and a half 
broad. It is the next largest island after llclaaneea, whitm it very much reseinblcs, not Only 
as to its general features and formation, but in its l>eing totally, destitute of guano. !nie 
principal jiart of the island consists of lofty, dark granite hills, steep, irregular, and barely 
accessible. On the eastern side there is a plain, indented by rooky ridges, chiefly composra 
of suid. A buriaV-ground, exhibiting nearly 100 graves, and the remains of a well, are 
signs of its having Men formerly inhwited, whioh may perhaps account for its not being a 
resort for birds. We trivversed the island in all, directions, without being able to discover 
any depmiits or even admixture of guano, nor any symptoms of its beieg treqpeuted by sea- 
fowl more than by a few and small scattered floctes.. 


“ 10. Having remained three days at Sotla, I proceeded,on the 17th of September, to Jibleea. 
This is the island which Mr. Ord had himself visited superfieially, and upon which bis expecta¬ 
tions were mainly grounded. It is one mile and three quarters in length, from east to west, and 
nearly one mile in breadth, and in its general characteristics cloeeiy rewmbles Haski.; Thrso, or 
four strong parties wore landed, and the island subdivided into districts, ,ro ns to obrdticti the 
search minutely and to obtain as accurate a survey as possible. Notwiihistanding that Cu oU 
the pMiu fC^eno was found dispersed in irregular patches, and varying as to'(!til6uiK‘’khd 
there was no bcmdjtde mass of the real stuff anywhere disMvered to enoournge the 
hope-that'any extensive trade'could be carried out w'ito profit.' The same admixture of 
stone aad othec usd^s matter witiob I have before noticed at Haski, prevailed at Jibleea to 
iWy as great extent; and though the estimated meaBurement wluob I IjaVe ventured to 
quote, alter S'careful and cautious eomputatioii,.amounts,'in the aggregate, to 76,000 tons, 
of Which one-h^f may fairly be considered as refuse, 1 wCuld. not undertake to assert thkt 
even.tbe unalloyed portion would ooyer the expense of diipipent and freiglit to England, 
takkig into aoeouiit the doubtful quil8ty of the guano, lu oompnreA with the ^sam^es Or 
Perttvisu mtd Icimlwe 5i^.,yybiob i waa 4vi44ied by tbdi'lieiytd'Agr^^ 


‘11, The moat approved 1 


.' TbeFe W’ere only five of them. 


veiy small,'.apd 'tho'quaplity.In'^.wb'ide atodunted. to.,;|mk'’i3t)i(|tm,«k' sOithfit’lt^J!' >veu^;,,l»;;, 
undfliWvfog'of ,®0tio«%''dke*rt 'fo'.'dbdw t^t’Where'' the'wlb!|i aiiio,W^'i|her 'A?' bdt 
the .vliftite.of the deposits k Jditt' hni^edi;', ,!i.,l|Pet;'inthere'Was' Bo;'^ttee"<?t;j! 
d«p<iits,'diOr''t^es’'Of ''stdl ■tteeprt^^'-'msire;''' v1'hd)'4d#^^ 

state Ixi WW^’it'is sokteed * 




10 CBOwn 

die acdnilt ot ^km <»ng«|«d in dwiiilliM, ei^ 

eeivdm «•«» ffipecdiig the i|ilnd(l> i/Cmt i»f the munW m pap|4e aaplioTiid In die pus 
nut, thei« ihHt cMkfl |in4|idH|ig^iui{lii^ ubi^ hnAhml eover the upenn of 

entaMhndOB, end olwveyiuMM to BnNijiMl. 

*> ll{|l JtiMllUiHfatn«w^lliilil^h«adfi9^ 

app.inuino ym foii»>d t the trtVnlw leflpMwe sanejced to them mark the iwa exikent, 

•K Ww M ue foendtf in due ^ra«e fllhwM ^7 inetalreaieiiit npd eMhtei M the 
tepdttt the analywt ehotr the queitty of the dSfihthht eptdmeha, I aw t]!ahMn|L in 
Biwl du haaei, twelve eamplfle of guaPO) imprtlally Minted, fbaV in>|iij KliMt' w^t 
fitent JlWeeft eoiveipoiiidiTig to the taaeke and nnmben of thow tepoctii. V^oar tididenip 
l^ue be in poteeniofl 0 sniBoieat data to oheok aity grave enitiini jite mtiy ha74 jSdiaa 
ipto, or to oorroOt laay dilee jttdgineiit%e may have mrmed. In admtkia to tljiia a itoe 
oaueod to be enteihU^ padhea tip, in laijiiie oanietem, suwpitm of M thoio noir ihrwwi4M> 
together with ^pcoitnene of other subiitlmoee found on dibleoa (too wOighty to be eMi by 
the overland route), which 1 have notieed in a «ep«rate report. Tbe^ will w amt ttfd the 
Cape of Good Hope, addreewd to you# Lotdelnp. ' 

" 14 The nnidl rook, sit miles north-east of Hekaoeea, Called Odturmud, included as the 
fifth island of the group, has not been examiocKl. I desptcliod a boat there, but the officer 
oould not edect a landing, owing tu the swell lashing against ite nigged sides. It is less 
than a quiu^er of a mile in diameter, wi^ two steep oouieal bills roaohing to the water’s 
edge, prfeotly bare. The spaiy washes right over it, and although fUers appared to be a 
smidl quantity of guano in the cavities, its value most be greatly deteriorated by eiposuro 
to the salt water. It is remarkable that in all these islands depiils of salt arc to be found 
on the highest points of the hills and peidis; the sprov is blown over during tho terapestuous 
seaeon, and the saline prtiolos falling all over the island, eombine with the dew, and form 
litde pook of brine, which become nvystalUaed in the dry season. A small Mlnnd, called 
the Fottis{Mseked Bewk, close to the north-west end of Jibleeo, is much of the euioe character 
as Cshursoud. Our boats were uiwbla to eoiuraunicste. 

" 14. Since 1 have frequently had oerariem to notice the violence of the wind, nnd the 
agitated state 0 the sea nmnd these islands at tliU season of the year, whereby uur move¬ 
ments and o])orationii have been so greatly ictarded, requiring up to the vei^last unusual 
precautions to enimre thf safety of tlie bemts nnd parties landing, it is only jUst to obseive 
that from the beginning of October to the latter <nd of May the weather is unifurmly 
serene, and ships msy approach and andior on either side of all the islaods in perfect 
securi^. The Oortb-eaSt monsoon is vety light, and blowing off the roost of Arabia, which 
is only twenty (piles distant, the water is permanently smooth for those eight months, llte 
chart of Booria Mooria Bay and Islands, published by the East India Cnmpnny, from the 
survey of Captidu Halues, is very complete in its details, nnd we found it to lie strictly 
ccorect. ^or alt nautical purposes it may be relied upon with confidence. « 

" 15. Baling beTod and excavated over all pai is of Jibleea without making trosh disclosures, 

4 W advancing in any way towards a different or more hopeful result, 1 determined on tlus 
Wth ef Bepteniber tp bring tbejnveetigwtion to a close, and having embarked the ^icople, 

I sailed on that day. On fV btj|iwed at Basel Had, where the Imaum has a fort and 
garrison, to land titc inteiprMtv'flM iW made thu faest of my wsy to Bombay, where I 
arrived on the 8d iaatant. 

“ Id. In concluding this Beport, I rep^t that I esUiiot hold out any flattering | rospectH that 
the acquisition of the Booria Mooria 0and8 will be attended with any substantial advantage 
as a source bmm which the guano market can bo supplied. So many difficulties and im[iedi- 
ments appent to stand in the way Wf success, should aay parties be disposed to embark in the 
entei price, that 1 feel it right to etuotn the greatest cautiun and pmdenre. llie produce of 
the two prinoiiatl khiuds, Ueloaucea and Boua, is litiua% '' uU;” and admitting that the 
estimate I have gpven of the capacity ef Jibkea and Haaki to he doubled, in eaee (he 
resources of these ishunli hecome mote thotpughly developed) and makinig a liberal allowapDoe 
In Csliureoud, we should then oifiy srrivh at a maximum of 125^)00 tons of very IndtflSereDt 
guano, which by the former i^nde by Brefesaois Way and Andenon on the sneliplcB 
submitted to them by Captain Ord, Is not likely to reimhumo #ie bWay of imporianoa. 
The only exo^on is what is found in the oaves, of which there is not move than suffiokat 
tie load two ehW 1 do mt ptesume to offer an opmion aa to the vnluo of the substamoe 
mootieinMiin tile Buelosnie no. 4, nor oaa I ffirm any judgment M to tlw quantity that wight 
be ptnotunblc oa^ jibheu- It would have occupied mmathe to have oademined the varione 
leouiliae en whach it waa met with. |t would have required bWating, and the me of 
eD|pn«etfkgiip]teesiteiWhiehIffid»«ti|l^ Itwiesarioiu^ thtktitimbe theedgeeof 
our piidtci|«f< JiMeU not uodeptlake kith ^te mqimi nt jOiy 4iu««Bl to tnm «P them torn 
in a day, oM f effi hbfluieeini indl|ii«i| to helievei thM any nuntideiahle naes ootdd be 
obtained. Ko doipt mudfianet depm Ok |ha demflad nwi iwiae of guam^ es well m the 
rate of flieyiMi qmfired with the yMMi|ig>>tihe gmUto Wpm Ootuhieiniiim, aBer it has been 
■aeertaiaeil'lra K mm ftkauQfie aanW than we hwr« bean awe to attain to. Tide is a 
matter to hq jud|!tla gf «etly in a leertM^l^ of fldii*.** 

..... 










'Hik:' 


i ^ ‘^S ,- 

i' ' .) .■* ji'i' 


'tV;'.; 


,' "Bnclt»uif^^';i®i'Noi;’ a,.' ■’' 

4»tn^>: '}»'aocotni^^ii^, ' '^ ,<«b 0 anr« ~tbKt.,^n»':; of 

tbom tii^««r of jauoh yalve tor. tike ^^tity of JS|p«jli|l«a; 

No. l y^^Jed it in |>iiQip(»iioa: but from tlie;;«b«Bkce of pbMlitto, .|wC 

4;: we/ conii<tee4';0f valai 

n»rd' ft, wr^ fftsipot&m mf phospbites ikud al^be . but froa the- igimirtiiSw 
ofmafind in»imiie,matter yielaed by tolevktbly ckmi: f^inetU eelected for ai>R}yai»i.-t^ 
Talkie M fer^ufokg a^ta it much detracted from. i 
As it cfoaab; q& our node of ]>rooeedb]{^ we sualyii^ a apet^aea of Feruriau goaao 
furnia^ you by frie I^yal Agricultural Society, arriying at Uie reault exhibited m the 
adjoiniiw table, a&d which analyaia aSbrda the usual component parta of' a good sample of 
that''aTt%i 

Beault of 1)0 Analyau of Feruiian Cbano obtamed fpm^ the fibyal Agricultoini Soemty: 


Sal>>£ncloaure I 
to Enelosiireitia 
Ne'a. 


Mature 
Oagaaio matter • - • 

E^^katea of lime and magnesia 

Atkaline sulphates and muriates 


- gfrOfr 
. eooo, 
. 13.30 
. 1-80 
C-M) 

lOOdW 


Cwtalu Stephen 6. Fremantle, 
Her Maje^s Ship "Juno.” 


We have, &c. / 

(signed) A. iVteolZt, Surgeon. 

Cbtt$. B. Wood, Assistant Surgeon. 


(Endosure.) 


SPECIMEN. 

No, 1. 

No, 2. 

No. 3. 

No. 4. 

Moisture - - - * 

. 8 ' 00 ' 

6-50 

8-00 

10-00 

Organic matter 

Sand and salts ihsolulde in muriatic acid 

i 18-00 

1000 

12-00 

low 

1 48-00 

18-00 

40-00 

20-00 

Salta soluble; in muiiaSc acid, but giving no 

2600 

■ - 

■ - 

'r^'- 

phosphates. 

Fhospnatm of lime and magnesia • r 

AlfcauBe salts and muriates • • < -' 1 

1 

1 - •■ • 

46-00 

28*50 

26W 

r ' ‘i 

19-50 , 

11-50 

34-00 


100-00 

100-00 

100-00 

lOp-GO 


(signed) Gio. A. Surgeoa 

Chat. B. Woo^ Assistaiit Surgeon. 

He above analysee of 2, 3, and 4 were made from spedmens frpm which the promineBt 
small peces of stone were picked beforehand. 

(signed) <7. A, JV„ Surgewi. 

' C..N.,lirn, Aasistant Stirg^.' 
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Six, .Ty’’-'%,Pefoher'/13Si''"''''':to 

W.E,.l»g'tO;hand you .the. .enddsdi''<«lnite"'yiew Ko. a. 

gueno from the Ide of Jibleea, with ftilnitiiita upon thdr mott pfoinineBt cWaCtdrsoos. 

They dl adR»d about an eqiml quaatity of i&oisture> wifo. tl» exceptiOB of ipeoiiwns 

mttvm 


Sa^Sesi. 'a. 
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nuKied £. md: % ' tudila': la^r- - ««^ Suiki,' and 

iBwkad;''«!. 1. MitU^ ''bttt 'me 

' 1%e awaM^ mt oigank iw wfabipWibBiii '3« QOt bew- 

' (i^toem, Tritb the, esDeptio|t.;'<3'^C «nd '£;' ««' Tairy,.'y^';^;;.{^i^lwtes,r;^ 

a»«iitity bf't^pe^IlHe^’D, Oj41,>^dO.!; 

itie 'auaiitify of ^t^':iinoluhle;9withj^^istae)^^^^ i^ ipcoiiheflB^ /detitiltto 

niaiih fiioca tlM value rifthbguitoo as mi^ it Will be abes that they yield 
iferbeht., tdtbeugb the ntor^ prominent pieoes' of itone were reihovf^ befinsS th^ We 
levigatedptepiu^tory toanaljau. . , '':,■■■ 

We have oeeumed the poiuble salts to be alkaline muriates and snl^tea, bbt of Wat 
ptedse fbrais we could not determine. \i 

In ooncludiiig obr rematlcs upon these Bpecimens of guano, we have to request your 
Bttendon to &e foUowqsg observations, whit^ are of moment ip firtiiing on ofMqion Os to the 
value cf the dnplyees we have made. In commendng our chendcal invemgatiohs we Bssumed 
allthespcohnensto httigttanu; they most of themMor the ontward eigne of. duit OMterial, 
giving evidence of ammonia when treated with Ume, and giving off aramoniacal fumes on 
fneinpradoh, tiiougb they appear b a far advanced stage of decompositioa or re-formation, 
and we consequently MIowed the directions ^ven by Mr. Way, iirofessor cd chemistry to 
the Boyal Aprieuitural Society, for the quantitive andyats of mat valuable manure. In so 
ddng we wre awlte we lay ourselves oped to error, but the means at our command, and the 
difiienlty attending .organic analysis preebded any other course. We> however, trust that 
from our bodi>yia rough estimate may be nuule cdtbdr value as they are foUnd. Whether 
they would ne of value to the English ^bulturist can only be determined by ucourate 
anwysis, and their practical use. 


Captain Stejdien O. Frc^ntle, 
ller Mnjeky's Ship " Jtino.’' 


We have, &o 
<Bigncii) 


Geo. A. ASdvlfr, Surgeon. 

Oios. B. Wood, Alsistant Surgeon. 


Anutsis of Gitano from the Itiond of JifilesA. 


BPBCXVEKS. 



fOI 

Plain 

Ordi 

North 

Pace. 

Plain" 
Ord. 

Plain' 
Old. 

Peak 

Cave. 

HBiiBli 

■c. " 

D, 

E. 

G.' 5„ 

H. 

K. 

. 0. 

Moisture - - • - f 

1 Jp-60 

9*00 

11*00 

6*00 

0*fi0 

0-00 

200 

10*60 

Organic matter -, . - T - . 


X2*0O 

20*00 

1800 

11-00 

10*00 

24*00 

15*00 

Sand and suits insoluble in innriatib 
acid - • • - - 

88*00 

40*00 

18*00 

24*00 

15*00 

22*00 

84*00 

12*00 

Pltosphatcs ofUmeand ptagnssia • 

oe-oo 

18-80 

48*00 

21*00 , 

68-00 

40*00 

- , - 

48*00 

Alkaline sulphates and nmriatss 

.18*00 

21*70 

8*06 

86-00 

,12*50 

W’OP 


14*00 

Salti flduble in <fte|4p i 

yielding no 




- 

■ - 

'• » 

40*00 

— 


;ioa*W) 

100*00 


;l0O-OO 

' .iwoo ] 

.•ilWoo' 

100-00 

100*00 
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Orga^c matter Kod saltR of ammonia 

I%eph&t^ of Unie and magnesia 
Hydrated sulphate of lime • 
Alkaline saiu and loss - - - 


Mttwen - _ - 
Equal to ammonia 


rr 
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vN^lS. 

,, *■" 

'• 

■ W'.’- 

• 

' itkf. 


. 

en 


- 

4-8fi^ 

ISO 

- 

80 33 

7h*7S 


0^78 

0*84 


OOk 

3-88 


1(101)0 

10000 

m. 

0-98 

. 0-92 

■ 

1*19 
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“ Samples 11 and 13 are remarkable for the very high per-centage of pluisphate of lime, 
and the absence of carbonate; they also contain, aS you will obserVi^ nbre than i»ie per 
cent, of ammonia, in one instance, indeed, more than the guano 4tself{ they would be 
admirably adapted for the manufacture of the superpliosphate of ^e, and if finely ground 
would most probably be a most excellent manure without other prejmratlcm. X say most 
probably, because, as you know, the state of aggresfation of phosj^bate cf lime entirely 
regulates its vdue as a fertiliser, the mineisd phos{foates being comparatively Useless as 
manure without preparation. 

“ I have analyze'tho stony subBtance,^ Ho. 11, and find it to contain 7d iji jper cent, 
phosphate of lime without carbonate. If it exists in any quantity, it will W valuable in 
the manufacture of superphosphate. It is one of the richest, if sot the richest, substances 
in phosphate of lime to be met with. The absence of carbonate would be an immense 
advantage to the superphosphate maker. No. 1.3, the substance looking like a limestone 
petrifaction, is also much the same as No. 11 above." 

There are grounds therefore for supporing that it aright be valoalrie as an import, pro 
vided it were found in sufficient quantity. 

In older to arrive at anythiim like a true estimate, it would be necessary (o turn up the 
whole surfiice, and Separate it mtm other stony matter, in foe^ to collect it into a moss, for 
it is very partially distrib^ed about the island. On the plain, marked h, and up tike Wil, 
the greatest quantity is visible. I hesitate to fix any precise figure, even as an appruxima- 
tiont but perhaps 20,000 tons might represent what might reascnabty be oomridered the 
maximum. 

Tlie substance found underground does not sltow the same properties. It is met with 
nearly all over the island, after digging through tlie loose matter. We have been able to 
make little of it, and as it is very heavy, I have not sent any speirimen overland. I brieve 
it to bn oC no vtdue; nevertheless, sevem pieces have been forwarded with the other samples 
by the Cape of Good Hope, marked X. Subjoined u the report of the mediba] officera upon 
the foiegouig^ wiUi an analysis of L. 

«. (rigned) Skphen G, l^i-maktU, Captain. 


Her Mmsty'i'S^ " duaOt’’at Bopibay, 

" Sir, ' • 9"October Wdf." 

Wb beg to oflFer yon a few remarks upon the weolmens of stimy hardness, marked L and 
X. Wc Ttave appended an am^is of sperimen u, ftdlowirjg the same method we adopted 
for the investigations of tlfo With regard to spotainen X^ W’e have to oWiwe that 

.it' offers outwarffiy .UttiiB,Hiio4ogy.'..to..'.ahyArirtsr,,f®!«|te analysis, and we' 

have Iwd much dimciriity in deteriaimag what oourto to firilow to *vmd toVing on mroneous 
impressitm tospe^ it : it sai^nid^ to»» diffiirent comlnnationa 

or forms} one mass Wh abtoto liaWs a 4»&4it effess hut little 

oraanic matter, and hardly a trace of phpsplmtcs, it® another iipa si imyw 
» wadarkhwwnoolioiir,'and gitoa.an.ttowoniaoM^^'bdohr.' to^''Wfttotoken 

Ihim a block near the turihoo gatoig pto «f #tophatMr wSw a s^ 

yidded h&ta tmoe of those sals. We tohnef, with the meant itor oomtoaiidi aa 
Sa—8to». 2. " ns .'taidysie 




an^jra^ of it* and fhoiefoM ha«e jn«to^ife|!^!r viawa iipoa. 
dettmoj^claon. <}f:.ifi wnstitailint 
a nuuiui!^ 


^;i'i«BUidi«,j;..the. 
l!b'V'tt»'‘!lialDat: 'u 



iWOWiliiiW’ 'll*:- 


\m^' doselyii'brwW W 
mwii>!»;;<iihrstdBfle^pints,. ^ .ffcdea;, 0tt^i^:;^ff8ea,.o«V^s^e^;wit^ 'a 
eaiititd of soraml liqew tlpl^eas, and beuinlg in. ptacdi a Wgh pro^it^bpi^ po^*^ 



ARAL-xan. 


Mdiduro - - - “ - 

Oio^ic matter 
"Sand', “ , ' 

Fhiagphates of Hmo and magnesia 
AlimulM sQlpfaatea and muriates 
Salts iosdilme in muriatio add 


1-00 
600 
100 
68-00 
23 -OO 
1"0O 

10000 


(sajjmed) Om. A. JNkoUt, Snij^n, 
plifKi & Fremantle, CSloa i3. AsiStaat Su^ 

‘Ofc5.> f* Juno,” 


Enclosure 2, in No, 2. 

End. 9 , in No. a. tlie liight Honourable the Earl of Clarendo^ 0.0^9. 

Litherland, near Liverpool, 

My Lord, 6 November 1865. 

SfncK'i had the honowr to receive your Lordship’s letter (through Mr. Hammond) of the 
llth of July last, logetlier with the samdee sent by Captain Fremantle from the Eooria 
Mooria Islands, 1 have not ccuaed to prsevm in the matter, and have laid those samples, 
toiler with &ose btought by myself, bdbre a committee of suprrphoephate manufacturers 
and guano merchants, who pronounce those samples most valuable, both ^ r^iuds the guano 
and phosj^ate of lime; and I pan n^ be in a position, with ample capital, to carry out the 
project J nave so long pt‘r8eveiM|l^'Ww "i|ii|ee years), on the condition that I cati pocute 
a lease of the.idaids from theHilllliplhTYi^M^ to my8e|f fot s term of a few yea»; os 
an outlay of 3,0004 (three thonssid! poandlQ would be expended in plant, for the purpojBe of 
Gonstructibg tramrosids, st^s, and jetties, also for crsctmg shew and huts, <U>d for pirovi* 
sioning a large number of febourers, a lease is therefore ncoe^ry for the security of such 
outlay, and without a lease no c^italiat will embark in the enterprise. I atn aware that 
your Lorddilp objeots to a monopoly in tho matter, but 1 am prepared to.give a guarantee 
that all (ttrgoes, as they mirive, shall be put up:fpr sale at pubho aactiph, jby the carge, or id 
lots to suit eyexy e^ iof putohasers, in whim case the isrmer would,have the article direct 
fiom the shjpVhdd, free nom adult^tiun, and at a fair muket mh)e> ^he whoiP.of the 
cargoes would be corrsigned to one respectable broker in Liverpo^ and who is propffto*! 
enter into a bond thaft the above oondidona. of sale should be strictly Carried piit, aim thus 
secure the farmer against monomly. I trust that your Lordship will not consider it a 
monqrdy in granting Hie a,lease of the islands, as it appears quite evident, .from the report 
of Captain Fremantle, that no odier Britilh Subject tuui myself will attempt to develope 
the immense deposits guano and phosphate of lime 1 have discovered on those island 
and iih;,ntotn pro that the Americans, who are in search for (hew articles in all 
parts whi^ they skre IBcely to'be found, will take away the whole from thow islands, if per¬ 
mitted tu'd^'to.'' 

Mhy 1, thnroiM<b envejnAir Lotosldp’s tottoitrorioh, and raspoetfrdly itootot that I may 
be .grantto/n }|aM'''bf'M!»borin 'Mooiia'Itlt^ 'forin tenn";df';Bve'y(iara.i'iwiU then set to 
wo»^ ’ vigorou4yii''«h^ 'to' y<d«|;,;Lord<A|^f |SttitifitO!lli^ tihe ''''itotoments ‘wUch 

I have nmJe''to''^j^, Idttfi^p.rotpecting ;i^'':de|ointf;';pf nui^aiif^ate'' of lime on' 
those i8Un<hl'ui«'ton«to:'tod^(^^ thi^ aro^lt^h''toeitot’/mmil|''';hBwe;-i^^ to'bb, 

BtopartfhUy airdting''y:i()WiLoid«hm'* flpsit^te 









Ptit fan ttksnm Atto tjIMq mum;' 


»5 


, EadMimv $, ia ||«»t 0. 

* 

To tlw l^||llt Moifipwatilo thQ Ikrl t6£ K.ii.| ai.«.a, 

lotiMitlMliil, saitf 

Kf Imi, I DeeoatMW |M 5 . 

I wa tiM honwr to noeive ^idy jreur I.wnM^)ii^ lettOTi mdiiofliKd to we o» tlie tiMb 
uUUno, ikroueh tke Bight Hcnunirohle Lord WodehoUM, itethiig Uiat my njkpUoatioia for a 
lt«M cn the &ooria ICooria Iiloiids woqld he Ukeii<^1oeoiMidenttioOr 
I ahottld not have taken the libeity of aoein aMi^teing jow Lordihip eit (h^ auhiMt, 
trtkn it not that the ttoAiag aotaen at the i^da to wt# Ot abort dMtion, idia thdt I am 
uumoB to got tha pnjeot into working order pnpr to*the eenumeneewent Of the aoutli-etMt 
wcwaoOn in the month of May, cmfing in Anguat, dtiring which period of neatiy ihnr 
montba landing on the guano iahmda ot the group ia impracticable, but which period 1 ahould 
turn to good advwttase, piovidcd I could get my arrangetuenta at the iaianda into operation 
before the month of M>iy; in which oaac the atoruty acnaon, from May to August, would 
be occupied in atm king the caigoes near the beach, rend} for shipment at the subsiding of 
the aouth-wcat monsoon, in the month of August, when the fair wcothcr season again com¬ 
mences, and continues eight months without interruption. I hare made picliminary 
arrangemeuta for the purchase of a ship and stores to piocccd to tho islands, touching at 
MaciuU (near Aden) to embark a colony of Arab labourers, for the purp ee of oprniiig out 
the dcriosita at the idands, and for exporting the same to this country. So soon ns I^may 
hare obtuued a lease of the islamie, 1 purpose poceediug, by the ovcrlwd mute, to Macului 
(near Aden), which place I hare prcriously visited, and tlic Fhoik of wliich is a sdhject ot 
his Higlinest the Imaum of Muscat, and where 1 shall be able to procure tho lequisito 
number of labourers, ready to embaik on the arrival of the ship with the plant and stores. 
I think it my duty to state to yopr Loidahip that 1 am informed by Mr* iSdwsrd £!}mm> ef 
the late dim ofKfsam A Co., of Bombay, that five American ships were londinu at theSooria 
Mooria Talands a few months ago, and 1 have the strongest reason to think the statement 
eorrei t; the quantity, t oweror, that they may carry ofl this season cannot be great, and 
1 trust tlat before the commencement of next season 1 may be la a potion to put a stop 
to their proceedings. ^ * 

I beg to apologise to your Lordship in again addressing }ou on tho subject, and to thank 
your Lordship (or the consideration already grantee me. 

s 1 have, &c. 

(ngned) /no Ord. 


Encloeun- 4, in No 2. 

OflSce of Commif tee of Privy Council for Trade, 
Mj Lord, ’Whitehall, 7 December 1866. 

Is reply to tho request of the Earl of Clarendon, as conveyed in your Lordship’s letter 
of the 28th November, to be fat cured with tin opinion of the Lords of tlie Committee of 
Privy ( ouncil foi Trade, as to the safily and exmdiency of grantingfo ( aptain Urd a lease 
for five years of the uiands in the Bay of Koona Mi ona, in order to enable him (o make 
arrangements for exporting the deposits of guano supposed^^ him to exist there, 1 aw diiectcd 
by their Lordships to slate, that looking to the proulW oiioumwpnees of the case, and the 
Somewhat speculathe natuie of the undertaking, they roncti^e that it ma) l*e advisable to 
comply with the lequest of ( aptain Ord, and to grant a lease for five jenrs, with the condi- 
lions of sale which he proposes And looking to tho natuie of the communioa^ou which 
has been made to the Imiium of Muscat, and tlie intention of Hei Midesty’s Government that 
the generosity of his Highness in coding (he islands is question to Great BBtlun should be 
raooguised by an arrangement wliich would have tho eifeot of extending to him a share in 
the oomaieretal advantages of the operation, my Lwds consider that this may he molt suitr 
ably effected by binding the lessee to pay annually a royalty, to be eoWpnt^ per toA» on the 
gross quantity of jroano shipped from the islands from whicli suA portion as mw seem 
expedient to Her Miyeaty's Uovemment may be assigned by them IV me use of the Imaum. 

I halve, lu. 

The liOBd Wodehouae, ^lignea) /. Ememui IflBiaeat 

Ac. dbe. Ac. 


* 


i 

iihe Bight BoiiwinAlie ihe Earl «.w, Acfn. 

The Queen’s Ctotel (}«te BnB and Mouth), 
MyLoed, St. Martfo’»*l*»*G*wd, LowW, 18^ 

'W’tTH reference to the wawsatsoii I Vd the honoiir to have wlto Lora WooeholMe yaater* 
day on the suhjeot of granting me a leeee of toe Eooiia Mo^ Islan^* and of myjwying a 
royalty to toe Biitoih Government for toe lame on behalf of lus Hl^neas toe Itnmnn of 
8a—S mb. a. *4 Muscat, 


Bnol. 3, ia No. a 


Enel. 4 , in No. 3 


End. $, in No. i 



I beg le»fe to stete to fom } ^ve duljr tilu plf^; and 

shidl be glad to i«^ spob a mywiy aaiptto^i tob prcjtotj®? ;a5b'^ »y ddlWre upon 
eve^' one. barbed,'ton«t:.B&a mhm lioni^to*y 

emaU^ btit wWa :it u token into tonaiden^pA jT^bato nxpeo<i)^ seven besolred 
|MHiodi (7^ £>totbe project. fo)IoWiito.tt %, tbrouA a panpdot Ibtoe yeatof yrf^u.t wdery, 
and; '1 ^toy ■pKqto^to^’toi^ri/.te 

rate 

toe’to'iilS ^'H®ry ■e*ptoi^iitoe?ad%"lJto wqjeto'ito 

toe ott^y' pf littoce tbeusand |toilinda (d,(XI^'D. itob ton ftoignto rb][!i^ b%b, to^to^r, wijdi 
the wtorkinto ii>aun(R<toj and e^r dtor^i^ wd'as all .ibn ^abo as il imVesid’ tojb.^to^ 
viU . be ebiS s by pobUb aitotiojli the pnwtol^ not be cpnsiderabte, wb’dst tbe totoaejto Will 
be dl^y Itoeedtra hjrtoe importation.I^WIPI take the Uberty .(if fWrctottod to 'db toji. of 
vtotlng upon Lo^ WedehoQee to^m^^ttito to receive yopr LoriMhip’e views upon 'toe 
aiibject. ' ' . '■ • 

I have* ' 

(signed) /?j,a Owf.” 


No. 3 . 

H. Merivale, Egq., 
to E. Hammond, 
Eaq 

it Dec. 1855 . 

• Page 8 . 


--N 0 . 8 ,- 

Copy of LETTER from //. Merivale, Esq., to JJ. Hamming Esq. 

Sir, Dqwning-street, 22 December 1856, 

Iw answer, to your letter of the I 8 th instant,* 1 am directed by Mr. Secretary 
Laboucbere to apquaint you, for the trifdrmaiion of the Earl of Clarendon, that 
he concurs in the terms which it is'pr'opbsed to grant a lease for five years'to 
Captain Ord of the Koorla Mooria Islancis; namefy, by charging a royalty of 
50 dollars on every hundred tons of guano exported during the first two years of 
the lease, and IQb dollars.on (he same quantity fur the last three years. 

Mr. Labouchere has tlierefore desired tlie Land and Emigration Commis¬ 
sioners to place themselves in communication with Captain .Ord, for the purpose 
of preparing a lease accordingly. In the meantime, Mr. Labouchere will con¬ 
sider what ulterior arrangements will become necessary with regard to the 
future government of thdke islands. • 

‘ I am, &c. 

(signed) H, Merivale. 


No. 4 - 

H. Merivnle, Esq., 
to the Colonial 
t 4 md and Emigra¬ 
tion Commission- 
crs. 

S 3 'Dec. 1855 . 


Copy of I.ETf hi|l frera H. Merivale, Esq., to the Colonial Land and 
Emigration Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Bownihg-streeto 22 December 1855.' 

I am directed by ,Mr. Secretary Labouonere to transmit to you the copy of a 
letter^ from the |^»reign Office, together witli its enclosures, by which you will 
perceive that it is intended 10 grant to Captain Ord a lease, for five years, of 
tlie Kooria Mooria Islands, to enable him to export guano therefrom to this 
countiy. ■ ' 

Mr. Labouchete coitcurs in the stijpulatiOn that he shohld ftoy a roymlty for 
the.first two years of 60 dollars up^i every hundred tons of giiano exported, 
and 100 dollars Upon every hundred tons taken during the other three ye^irs. 

I am desired to request toat you wwuld pldce'yourselves in'communicofion 
with Captaiih Ord, 8 n<Lartouge/with,.hijm,. tb^ torms upoh which yon should 
preptffe a lease for cturrjfihjg^i^^^ 










' '■ij' 




f; ' No. 5, 
'^; The Land w 


•. ■■ .'“’T?: - ' i:ne tana ana 

^ EWpedoaC^-' 

'j; ■■"' • ■ ‘ w M oae w^^ . 


'iai^»,']M;r., Wi 
.plQ^oaed «d4i 
taroe istanda 


'Wtw' .Jilands'- w . 

VftthjBd, tbju'diaft of an !indentB^,;p^vinf^<bhC3«^W*0y^ 

|)nib(^d oojWnoeeh the exolnsive litlit, f(»’flV|^ydai»iidf fe|^ 

tSroe- islBnd8'''<i|s|&l€ea,'Na8kvaiHrQbaraoitt^^^^ ’|^ih;'ye!''fo^'' ^:'a||'‘:^'t. 

Captain )Ojd 4^«^. add we considered, thiW^e, that it was naneceiiliS^'to 
giw ii^ which might interfere with thle use of the island^ finr other pur- 

pows tiy "Goveri^eht; or to extend his licence to the other two inlands, on one 
of which there are inhabitante, but on neither of which is guano found. . The , 
royalty reserved on the guano raised is that suggested by yonr letter, except 
that it is reserved at the rate of 2#., and after the.first two years, 4S. aton, 
instead of SO dollars, and 100 dollars per 100 tons. 

2. In order to secure the payment of this royalty, it is provided that the 
guano shall be „sdways consigned toi one of the ctKliceflceef at^LiTerpool, or to 
some other person or place approved by Government. 

’ 8. In transmitting this draft to Mr. Wathen, we expl^pedi, 
desired to obtain Captain Ord’s concurrence in it, we, wi opr no 

more than submit it for the approval of the Sdcyetary of 
the Board of'Trade. '', 

4, We also stated that it would be necessary that two saiMtantial pefs^ 
should join Captain Ord in a bond to the Queen, to the amonati of 2,pW f., for 
the due performance of the conditions on which the ttcenoe was gmnten, ? 

6. We now enclose a copy of Mr. Wathen’s answer, communicating: (kj^ajn 
Ord’s assent to the proposed terms, and enclosing a letter, apparently from a ,f. 
Liverpool solicitor, Mr. Stowe, in which are stated thp names of Captaih Ord s 
proposed sureties and co-licencees, and their tjsferences. 

6. Id the accompanying dreft indenture the names of these gentlemen have 

been filled in. It is, we presume, unnecessary to furnish a^ draft of the proposed ^ 

bond. ■ 

7. If this draft should be approved by the Secretary of State and Board of 
Trade, we presume it should be transmitted to the Solicitor of the 'Jlrcasuiy, 
with the letters of Messrs. Wathen and Stone, in order that the iieceSSMy sto 
may be taken for (final preparation and exeoutibn^jjf the indentnre and of 
the bond. , 

8. It will be observed that Mr. Wathen requests that the matter he 

tled as sp^ily as possible. v , j ; v ^ : 

" We, have, &e,' ■ ., 

• (Signed)-, . 


P.5.—We should, perhaps, add that we have not ourselves iurtitul^ any 

inquiries into the ssifficieney of the sureties and cocMceUcees. 




T'no' i^iwlf'# 
twouargmal nc^ 


;;®ieiUaaiiiB|: 


i'«pdpi)4apMM,^acSr:! 

iiKj ' ..''''.kfiJl.... Ay-I&te— ' 1 









vvv h'!>f t < *.' 




,“!j'V,i^ -It \^:yi' 


IXettSir,: 

IssTim)’;' 

Ber^'% tfa' 


. ' 

tiug draft teim \yhiA j nl <|i|iii8 |pWi»!feirwind w ifitil m 
I luve Bgreed to join Mr^ 0fi m ‘(ke BWtter, ^hoae nsrae« I faiiT^ "in* 
n^^iH»s am, |» to Mr. HMsod, ue Unton Banir, LivetpodL 

T»lSAl4fia«' ■ M1^^ 


' «ato t^i 




to W.lIVlidoott ot’die Cr(twB aoSeitor «a» ipfh i 
AB'dto'daOo iriB onto' into tiie pr^poaed to llti 
if'deain<ad'iM)eeaMry. ' ,k 

Jdr, pid knt a 0 off of toe lease (leaving;^ aai^ of toe loaum iia^ the 
to a Mr. Bicu^ with whom he was in n^oi^on, but ho left I4T«tpool on toe 
momii^ (a ^ daya ago) without retnmW it Ue has bemi u^ttcn to at serer^ plaoiw 
to return it, as alio Proftssoc Way’s and f^fessor Anderson’s analysis, whito Mr. CM 
also lent him, but be has made no reply. Mis address in London is East India Cbaia- 
bers. Han toe m^itess to obtain ftom him the draft lease and otoCTpapers. 

It is poaailde this Mr. Booers may be makiiw inquiries of Mr. Wmcott or some otber. 
offidal person about toe islands. It would there^, perhm be advisable to caution Mr. 
M’ aloott about him. 

I am, &c. 

J. B. Wathen, Esq. ' (signed) Gtarge Stme. 


Enel. 3, in No. 5 . Enclosure 2 , in No. 5. 

•t 

, Tan Indenture, made toe day rS , between Her Most Gracious 

Mqjesfy Queen ytCTOnu, of tot* find mrt, and Ord, of liitoferland, near 
Liverpool, m-the dty of Lanemter, Isto Master Mariner, and Joteph JSindron, and 
James ffenshaw Hayes, both of Liverpool aforesaid, Merohants and Brokers, of toe 
second part. 

Wbbskas hk H%bness the Imaum of Muscat hath ceded to Her said Mme.‘ity, Hes 
heirs and suc^sors, in full ^perty and dominion, five idandb in or near the of 
Kooria Mooria, on toe south coast of Arabia, denominated respectively Halaaneea, Soda, 
Jibleea, Hadd, and Gharzoad, and being part of his said B^bness’s dominions: And 
whereas it hath been represented to Her sud Majesty that toe toree last-mentioned 
islands oontun deposits of gnano and other substances capable of bding used for toe manuring 
of laud (all which subs^ces are hereinafter included under toe terin guano): And 
whereas the said John Ord, Joseph Hindson, mid James Hentoall Hayes have applied to 
Her said Miyesty for leave and authority to appropriate and remove the said gmno, which 
Her said Majesty hath been pleased to grant, on the tesms and under toe conditions here¬ 
inafter mentioned: Now this Indenture witneseeto, toat her said Majesty hath granted, 
[WJisn Mr.'Ord nnd deto hereby grant, to the said John 0^ Joseph Hindson, and James HeiuhaU 
despatches a car^u Hayes, their eXecutois, administr^l^, and assigns (hereinafter called the (rarties of the 
from the islands he second part), the sole and esutiW^ ri^t, for toe term of five years from the date of 
oTerland mail to presents, to raise and take awif toe Skid' gusno from toe siud toree islands of JiUeea, 

IWr. nindson {via Haslci, and G^urzoad, with penuissiDn to eonstract on toe said itomds idl such sheds, huts, 
Aden), and the cap- Stores, jetties, or other works or buildings as may be requisite few that purpose. 

And this Indenture furtoer witnessetn, that the said p^es of the second part do hereby 
to calf mCork or and agree with and to Her said Majesty, Her heirs, and spcceesors, that aD guano 

Ealmouth lor orders 'toieb toall be toipped from any of the s^ udands shall be token direct to the ^rt of 
as to what port lie Liverpool, or to some other port or ports ini the United Kingdom vtokb may heiesutor be 
is to proceed to, to approved by Her Majesty, at toe request of toe said parties of the seoand parl^ and shall be 
isciiarp'.] ^ eonrigned ty the said Joseph Hindson, or to such other person or persons in the United 
Kinf^om as may be approved by Her Majesty on such request as aforesaid; and that tlm 
said parties of toe second part, snail pay to Her said Majesty a royalty of 2 s. sterling for 
every’ton of guano so toipped as aforesaid during toe first two years, and 4 s. eterlmg for 
every ton so toipped during the last three yeara of the term afoiessod; and that no sudi 
guano shall be landed from any ship, until & said royalty toall have paid on Oil the 
guano carried in such ship, according to the estimate of toe prindml officer of customs at the 
nort of diteharge (which estimate a^ payment, nevertheless, tow be subsequently adjusted 
according to the actual quantity of guano whidi, after tiiB final dkohaige of the vessel, shall 
be found to have been on board). And fuitoer, that the said parties of toe second part todl 
send in to one,of Her Majesty’s. Sacretarias of State separate accounts of toe amount of 
guanoi toififid haffi-year of to# saM teftn, commencing firom to# date of these 

{uesei)ts,.to.u,jto'eBim^ (ai far’'to eiidi;4M0(iuaft eiludl 

resdi the .'taid''dF-Slat# Witoto'j^abt-.ositoMlar''teoa^'iipne ’eattoittibn,|of .toe 
half-ym to wMto ft rdates. And toia Mtoutimre fttrtoto to|l m cam hiy of 

the above eovenaots toall be broken or left nntyfliled, it toml.'l^ Mtvrftti; for Hto mid 
Majestyj -.^’wotiee under,, the 'la^nd.^of,m^^f.'Htoj,Mty?^fP^ft^^,^dd^'dtolim'#litoto, 
tohepablishedin the OMette." wSoun jme wto* or toe oft# Inetito^ “to declare 

that, on a day to be uaiiwd In imoh notioe> not bdng Itoi ihtm three oa1#&dat m<mths after 
the date toereof,the licence ahd anthority hereby granted to toe said ftotyerof toe. SMond 
port to raise and remove guano as oforesmd toall cease and determine, atol aaoh licence tmd 

authority 




tW aoBov^^f o«Mn wait delitnmat^ IRii a3I ahadt, ]iat% atovii, tad 

•other works snd boil^nj^ auae by the stud pat^' of <he saaoiul part «r ati^: tsf ihe 
■idd uba^i aqd aU. gwao ^ereffoni, shaiS'after the ^ so aamfd !4» mpsrtsdU 

beaaa baoimetheproprtty<ifHerMi^t]r. '^X-1'. 

And it is hereby further agra^, tint aU exp«rti»i iacnrtadj or to be krarnp^ W tbe 
lirmarstion and executaon of Bds Indenture, or ia oartyhm; out the ptofyeua iiweof, 
rfnll be borne by the s^ parties of the second pa^ and that the «ph^ of & n^^tor 
of ^ M^esty’a Treasury, af to the amount of such 'emenaeB, shsllin all jragMots ha inaL 
In witMsS whereof ire, Ibonus WSliaut Ctihtoa llfaud<^ Chariao Ajloxsadwr Wood, 
and Frederic Rogers, Iler MajeaU’s Euugtation Coomusnanera, have faatnsuatojHt pnr 
hands and seals, tea and on behalf of Her Majesty; and the aaid John Ord, Joatjph iwn^on, 
and James HenshsH Hayes, have respectively hereto set their hands and smIr, the day 
and yent first aboie written. 

Ssned, sealed, and delivered by the said Thomas William Cfinton Murdoch, 

Charles Alexander Woc^, and Frederic Rogers, as such Emigration Com- 
missymers as aforesaid, in the presence of 

Kmed, sealed, and delivered by the said John CM, Joseph Hindson, and 
James Hcn^all Hayes, in the presence of 


Copy of a LETTER from E. ffammond, Esq., to II. Merwale, Esq. 


No. 6. — 

No. 6 . 

E. Uanunond,Eiq[., 

„ , , * r 1 . ^ Februwy I 860 . rtStr 

With raference to your letter* of the 22 d of December last, I am direeted by I 856 . 
the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you a copy of a letter from Ctytteis Oro, * Page 16 . 
stating that he has made arrangements for the d^esratch of a vessel to the Kooria 
Mooria Islands, arid requestinp: to know when the license promised to him for the ^ 

.removal of guano from those islands will be ready for him, and I am to request 
that you will move Secretary Sir George Grey to inform Lord Cktendon what 
•reply sliould be returned to Captain Ord. 

1 am, &a 

H. Merivde, Esq. (signed) E. Mmmond, 

&c. &e. &c. 


Enclosure in No. 0 . 

. litheiland, near Liverpool, 

My Lord, 30 January 1866. 

1 BKO your Lordship will ptrdon the liberty I take in again addnsaine you respectii^dio 
Bcence to remove guano from the Kooria Mooria JUands, as 1 have made atlwggBBients for 
the immediate dei^tth a ship, with the neocssary plaasand rtores,andlamBM8tdsi(Mrous 
of having every thing setded before the riiip sails. I would therefore esteem it a great favour 
if your Lordship could inform me when it may be probable that I shall reonvo the ficense, 
wmch would enable me to decide upon the despatch of the ^up, and as to whether I should 
save die season at die islands; and should the matter be settled in a few days, I should do 
so, and whidi would gready tend to the success of my enterprise, in whi^ I stall mawtain 
t hfl fullest confidence both as regards quantity and quality, having had all the samples 
re-analyzed, the result of which hw proved most satidautory. 

I have, Ac. 

Lord Clarendon, &c. (rigned) J. Ord.. 


— No. 7. — 


Copt of LETTER fmm H. Mmvale, Esq., to Sir C. E. Tkeodgan, 

Sir, DowBic^^sstreet, a Febraoiy I860. 

1 AM dtiwcted by Mr. iSeewtaty Laboucitere to transmit to yoa the copy of a 
krtert fnmt ^ Foisei|^ OSm^m cimarqrtinces undm wliidi ithi«bcen 
agreed to a iteeaee |hr Jte yearsCM, acM^iR m llm wrehaat 
wrvioe, to remove gaaq^o from of the 
Hatki, and 

. I alto oepy t ^ » wport m^de by the Com- 

mie^aers, accompanied by a draft of the licence which they vmwimqad 
be granted to Captain Ord, under which be will be required to pay a 
Sa-Sess. 2. C 2 royalty 


No. 7 . 

H. Mertvale, 
to Sir C. E. Tra- 
veWan. 

a ^bruary 1856 . 
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* ' ’ ' ■ 

royalty of 2 s. per ton on all guano /^ported during the firat two years, and 4#;. 
per ton after that period. . , , ^ 

It is proposed to associate with CaptiunOrd, Mr, Joseph E^iadm ^d Mr. James 
HenshtOl Hayes, both of Liverpool, Vith him, are to entm- into securities 
to the Queen to the amount of 2,000/,,.tor tlie due performance of dm conditions 
on which the licence is to be granted* 

I am directed by Mr. Labouchere to request Uiat you would lay these pe^rs 
before the Lords Commissioners of the* Treasury, and move their Lordsnijn 
to instruct their solicitor to take the necessary steps for the final preparation 
and execution of the indenture or licence, and also of the bond, having first 
satisfied himself of the sufficiency of the sureties and co-licencees. 

I am to add that it is desirable to have the matter settled as socm as possible, 

I am, &c. 

(signed) H. Mermk. 


No. 8. 

II. Menvale, Eaq., 
to the Secretary to 
the Admiralty, 
a I'cbmary 1856. 






18. 


— No. 8. — 

Copy of LETTER from H. Menvale, Esq., to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Downing-fltreet, 2 February 1856. 

I AM directed by Mr. Secretary Labouchere to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the copy of a letter * 
from the Foreign Offi,ce, respecting a proposition of grant to Mr. Ord, a captain 
in the merchant service, of an exclusive, licence, tor five years, to export guano 
from three of the Kooria Mooria Islands, named Jibleea, Haski, and Gharzoud. 
I also enclose a copy of the licence, under which a royalty is reser\’ed of 2 s, 
per ton on all guano shipped during the first two years, and 4 s. per ton after¬ 
wards. > 

As the success of the undertaking appears to Mr. Labouchere to be very 
doubtful, he is desirous of avoiding any unnecrasary expense, and with this view 
suggests that the Lords Commissioners should instruct the^ officer in command 
of Her Mmesty’s naval forces in those seas to communicate with Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Zanzibar, with a view to such measures being taken as may appear to 
them to be required to protect the natives on the islands, and to levy the royalty 
on all guano which should be shipped by Captain Ord, paying out of the same 
such necessary expenses as may be incurred, and also to protect Captain Ord’s 
people in their exclusive right, if any persons should attempt to interfere with it. 
From the report made by Captain Fremantle to Lori Clarendon, dated Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Juno,” Bomlilllt* 10th October 1864, after his second visit to 
the islands, it docs not seem either thfU; Captain Ord’s operations will liut 
long, or that other persons will have any temptation to interfere with them. 

’ I have, 

(signed) JET. Menvale. 


No. 9. 

H. Mcrivale, Esq., 
to E. Hammond, 
Esq. 

2 February 1856. 
Page 8. 




— No. 9. — 

Copy of LETTER from H. Merioale, Esq., to E. Hammond, Esq. 

Str* Downing-street, 2 February 1856. 

In answer to your letter')' of the 18th December, and with reference to mine 
of the 22d, respecting the proposed exclusive permission to Mr. Ord, a captain 
in the merchant service, to export guano firom the Kooria Mooria Islands, for 
<he next five years, 1 am directed by Mr. Secretary Labouchere to transmit to 
ycu, for the information of the Earl of Clarendon, the copy of a report, f and its 
enclosures, tnadd on this subject by the Land and Emigration Commissioners. 

In accordance with their recommendation, the Lords CommiNioners of the 
Treasury have besn requested to iustraci thwr solMtor to see that tilfe necessary 
documents are properly executed by Captain Ord and his od-licencees. 

Lord Clarendon will perceive that Capttdn Ord Ims consented'to p&y a royalty 
of 2«. per ton on all guano shipped dwnfif the first two years,’and 4 s. per ton 
after that period, instead of 60 dolluf and 100 dollars per lod tons, as at first 
proposed. s 

'■>' Ftom 
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FOR THE Raising anh takiMW ohano: 

From the unfavourable nature of Captain Fremantle’s report, which accom¬ 
panied your letter, Mr. Laboucbere does not think it necessary to take any steps 
at present for the'government of those islands, and has considered it sufficient to 
request the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to instruct the officer com¬ 
manding Her Majesty’s naval forces in* those seas to communicate with the 
Consul at Zanzibar (assuming that Lord Clarendon will concur), and to take 
any steps which should appear to them to be required to protect the natives on 
the islands, and to levy the royalty on any guano which should be shipped by 
Captain Ord; and also to protect his people in their monopoly. As it does not 
seem proWble that Captain Ord’s operations will last long, or that other persons 
will have much temptation to interfere with them, Mr. Labouchere is of opinion 
that the accomplishment of the objects in question need not involve much 
expense. 

I have, &c. 

* (signed) //. Merivah. 


— No. 10 .— 

Copy of LETTER from H. Merivale, Esq., to Sir Emerson Tennent. 

Sir, Downing-street, 2 February 1856.* 

With reference to your letter to Lord Wodehouse of the 7th December,' I am VlFebruary 1856 . 
directed by Mr. Secretary Labouchere to transmit to you, for the information of 
the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, the copy of a report * .{8 
made by the Land and Emigration Commissioners (with its enclosures), on the 
best mode of carrying out the proposal of allowing Captain Ord to export " 

guanos from the Kooria Mooria Islands. 

Their Lordships will perceive that it is intended to grant a licence to him 
and two others to export guano from three of the islands, for five years, 
paying a royalty of 2 s. per ton on all removed during the first two years, and 
4 4 . per ton after that period. 

Tne Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have been requested to instruct 
tbeir solicitor to see that the indenture and bond alluded to by the Land and 
Emigration Commissioners are properly executed. 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) H. Merivale. 


— No. 11 . — 

♦ 

Copy of LETTER from J, Ord, Esq,, to the Right Hon. H.*Lab(mchjere, m.p. j,ofa,’^q!,Vo the 

Litberland, near Liverpool. Y’ 

Sir, 2 February 1866 . 2 February 1856. 

Having made all necessary arrangements for the immediate despatch of a 
ship, with the requisite matenal and stores, to the Kooria Mooria Islands, for the 
purpose of commencing the exportation of the large deposits of guano and phos¬ 
phate of lime thereon, to this country, under the sanction of the British Govem- 
■ment; and as I am desirous of having all matters relating to the project settled 
before the ship sails, I should esteem it a great favour iLyou could kindly inform 
me when it may be probable that I shall receive the license granted me by the 
Brij:i 8 h Government, as it would enable me to decide upon the despatch of the 
ship, and as to whether I should save the season at the islands; for should the 
matter be settled in a few days, I should do so, and which would greatly tend to 
the success of my enterprise, in which I still maintaih the fullest confidence both 
as regards the quantity and quality of the deposits on those islands, having had 
all the samples of guano and phosphate of lime re-inalysed, the result of which is 
most satisfactory; and I have no doubl that when opce 1 get the, project into 
working order, it wiR go far to put dottn the Peihtvian ^onopbly in guano, as 
some of the depcMits on the above islands are but little inferior to those of Peru, 
and will be sold in this country at a much lower price, to the great benefit of 
the agriculturist, as he will receive it genuine from the ship’s bold. 

82 — Sess. 2 . 03 lam 


No. 10 . 

M. Merirale, £aq 
to Sir Emenon 

nr*SknnAn* 



No. 12., 

B. OsbiAne, 
]i.r.,to H, Meri- 
»ale, Esq. 

5 February 1856'. 

• Page 20. 


No. 13. 

£. Hammond, F.sq., 
ti< H. Merivalc, 
£sq. 

(i February 1856. 


t Page 20. 


No. 14. 

H. Merivale, Esq., 
to .1. Uril, ''sq. 

() Fcbruiir), iRjt). 

; Page 21. 
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I am induced, sir, to idake these statemoite, presaming that you ate ac¬ 
quainted with the circumstances connected with my discovery of those deposits 
on the Kooria Mooria Islands, and their consequent cesnon by his Highness the 
Imaum of Muscat to Her Britannic Majesty. 

’ I have, ftc. 

(signed) /no. Ord. 


No. 12. — 

Copy of LETTER from R. Oshorne, Esq., m.p., to H. Meri^ak, Esq. 

Sir, Admiralty, 6 February 18S8. 

I iIave laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty yojur letter of 
the 2d instant,* suggesting, with reference to the proposition that Mr. Ord 
should be granted an exclusive licence to export guano from three of the Kooria 
Mooria Islands, that the senior naval officer in those seas should, in communica¬ 
tion with Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, take measures to protect tlie 
natives on the islands, and to levy the royalty on the guano exported; and I am 
commanded by their Lordships to acquaint you, for the information of Mr. Secre¬ 
tary Laboiichere, that the islands in question are close to the coast of Arabia, 
which Her Majesty’s cruisers seldom visit, being so near to the course usually 
taken by the steam vessels belonging to the East India Company in their 
constant visits to the Persian Gulf and Red Sea. Orders may, however, be 
given for any vessel passing that way to call at the islands in question, for the 
purpose of reporting upon their state, as was done by Captain Fremantle; but 
it is perfectly impossible for the naval officers on tne station to undertake the 
general superintendence of the settlers on, or natives of the islands, or the collec- 
timi of dues or royalties. 

1 am, &G. 

• (signed) R. Osborne. . 


— No. 13. — 


Copy of LETTER from E. Hammond, Esq., to H. Merivale, Esq. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 6 February 1868. 

1 AM directed by the Iwi of Clarendon to acquaint you that his Lordship 
concurs in the opinion expressed by Mr. Labouchere, id your letter of the 2d 
instant,! with respect to the cession to Mr. Ord of the right to export guano 
from the Kooria Mooria Islands. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hatmond. 


— No. 14. ~ 


Copy of LETTER from H. Merimle, Esq., to /. Ord, Esq. 

Sir, Downing'Street, 6 February 1858. 

In answer to your letter of the 2d instant,| I am directed by Mr. Secretary 
Labouchere to acquaint you, that the Lords Commissioners of the Treasun have 
been requested to instruct their solicitor to take the necessary steps for uie im¬ 
mediate execution of the legal inswument under whidi you will be empowered 
to export guwio from the Kooria Mooria Islands. 1 am therefore to refer you 
to tbeir Lordships' office for furtbear information on the proigreM of the matter. 

' 1 am, Sec. 

(signed^ S. Menvah 



FOR mB RiliSiKG AI^D TAKING QUiillO. 
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No. 16. 


Copy of LETTER from Hi Merivak, Esq., to E. Hammond, Esq. 

Sir^ Downiag-street, 6 February 1856. 

With reference to your letter* of the 1 st instant, I am directed by Mr. Secre¬ 
tary I^bouchere to acquaint you, for tlie information of the Earl of Clarendon, 
that Mr. Ord having at the same time inquired respecting the progress which 
had been made in preparing his lease of the Kooria Mooria Islands, he has been 
informed that the necessary instruments have been sent to the Treasury in draft, 

in order that tlie Solicitor to the Treasury might see to their execution. 

* 

I have, &c. 

(signed) II. Mcrlcale. 


No. I j. 

H. Merivule, Esq., 
toE. Hammond, 
Eiq. 

(> February 1856. 
• Page 19. 


— No. ] 6. — 


. No. 16 . 

Copy of LETTER from E. Hammond, Esq., to J, Ord, Esq. E.Hanmioiid,Eiq., 

to J. Ord, Eaq. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 8 February 1856 . <>T'el'r«ary » sC. 

In reply to your letter of the 30th ultimo, I am directed by the Esrl of 
Clarendon to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies 
has, at the recommendation of the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners, 
requested the Lords of the Treasury to instruct their solicitor to sec to the proper 
execution of the documents necessary for the cession to you and to your co- 
licencees of the permission to export guano from the Kooria Mooria Islands; and 
I am at the same time to inform you that Lord Clarendon has caused a letter to 
be addressed to the Lords of tlie Treasury requesting that this matter might be 
expedited. 

T am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hammond. 


— No. 17. — 

Copy of a LETTER from H. Merivak, Esq., to E. Hammond, Esq. 

Sir, Downiiig-street, 15 February 18.'>6. 

With reference to my letter of the 2 d instant,f I am directed by Mr. Secre¬ 
tary Labouchere to transmit to you, for the information of the Earl of Claren¬ 
don, the copy of a letter from the Admiralty, relating to the assistance and 
• protection which the Lords Commissioners propose should lie afforded in car¬ 
rying out the arrangement made; with Mr. Ord for importing guano from the 
Kooria Mooria Islands. 

Mr. Labouchere presumes that, as this negotiation has hitherto been conducted 
under Lord Clarendon’s instructions, his Lordship will think fit to make 
Mr. Ord acquainted with the nature of the protection which he is to receive 
from the Admiralty. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) H. Merivak. 


No. 17. 

11. Mcrivale, £$q., 
to K. Hammuiid, 
Ktq. 

l.i February l8jG. 
t Page 20. 


Pe6, 


^“80 s C '- 


- No. 18. — 


Copt of LETTER from E. Hammond, Esq., to J. Ord, Esq. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 22 February 1856. 

• With reference to my letter of the - eth instant, I am directed by the Earl of 
Clarendon to acquaint you that Her Majesty’s S^«ary of State for the Colonies 
addressed a communication to the Lords Commissioners'of the Admiralty, sug¬ 
gesting that measures should be taken for the protection of the natives on tlie 
Kooria Mooria Islands, and that their Lordships have informed Mr. Labouchere, 
in reply, that orders can be given for any vessel belonging to Her Majesty’s 
82 .—-Sess. 2 . c 4 cruisers 


No. 18. 

E. Httnmond,£iqq 
t(» J. Ord, Esq. 
is February 1856, 
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’cruieere passing that way Jo caU at the Kooria Mooria Islands for the purpose of 
reporting upon their state, but that it wijl be impossible for the naval officers on 
the station to undertake the general superintendence of the settlers or natives on 
those islands. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hammond. 


— No. 19. — 

Corv of LETTER from J. B. Wathtn, Esq., to the Right Hon. H. Labouckcre. 

Kooria Mooria Islands.—-Oro’s Lease. * 

39, Guildford-street, London, 

Sir, 29 February itse. 

1 HAVE the honour of enclosing copy of a letter addressed a few days ago to 
Mr. Hammond, of the Foreign Office, requesting to t)c furnished with a certified 


No. 19 . 

J. B.tVatheii, Pjsq., 
to the Right Hon. 
H. J.obouclK't'e. 

EU February 1859. 






copy of tile original deed of cession of these islands, and of the reply since 
received to that application; may I request the favour of your directing the copy 
deed to be sent here as early as convenient. 

I have, 8 tc. 

(signed) J, Beardmon WatJicu. 


F.uclosure 1 in No. 19. 

End. 1 ill No. II). Kooria Mikihia Islands.—OrdV Lease. 

Loudon, 39 Guildford-atrcct, 

Sir, 20 February IS.IG. 

Kefehiuno to yonr favour of the 6lh instant, I beg to say that the lease and bond have 
now been settled, ai '' approved by Mr. Reynolds, tlic solicitor to the Lords of the Trcasiirv, 
iiiid the ingrossuiciii. since sent down to Liverpool, for excention by Mr. Ord, and bis 
eo-lcsscos and sni'ctics. 

Mr. Ord considering it essential that, on his arrival out at the islands, lie should not onl_\ 
be fortified by the possession of a translation into Arabic of his own le.ase, but also of a ecr- 
titied copy of the original deed of cession of the islands to Her Majesty, 1 have to submit 
this fact to you, and to request the favour of your causing such certified copy to be forwarded 
to me as early as circumstances will permit. 

The .authorities at the Colonial office inform me that I am correct in making this applica¬ 
tion to your department. 

1 have, &c. 

E. Hammond, Esq., (signed) J. Beardmore Watlwu. 

Foreign Office. 


„ , . Enclosure ^ in No. 19. 

End, 3 in No. 19. 

Sii,, Foreign Office, 21 February 1856. 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
20tb instant, requesting, on behalf of Mr. Ord, to be furnished with a certified copy of 
the original deccl of cession of the Kooria Mooria Islands; and, in reply, I am to refer 
you to Her Majesty’s Secrctaiy of State for the Colonics, who is in possession of the original 
deed. 

I am, &C. 

J. Beardmore Wathen, Esq. (signed) E, IJmmmd. 


No. 20 . 

II. Merivale, Esq., 
to J. B. Watlicii, 
Esq. 

8 March 18y,6. 


— No. 20. — 

Copt of a LETTER from H. Merivale, Esq., to J. B. Wathen, Esq. 

Sir, Downing-street, 8 March 1856. 

In reply to your request contained in your letter of the 29th ultimo, 1 am 
directed by Mr. Secretary Labouehere to transmit to you a copy of the original, 
document under which the Kooria Mooria Islands were ceded to Her Majesty, 
and also a translation of it. 

^ I have, &c. 

(signed) H. M^rivak. 




EuoIosBffe in No. 

From the honJble 8ereid Bin, Sultan, to aH and every one who may see tiiia f»per^ whetiber 

Mohammeduis, or others. 

There baa arrived to me from the powerful nation (England) Cwtain Ereemantie, beloigmg 
to the Boyal Navy of the great Queen, requesting from me, the (Josair i bin Calfaim) Chorian 
Morian Islands, namely, Helaaneea, Jibleea, Soda, Haski and ^urzoud; and I hereby cede 
to the Queen Victoria the above-mentioned islands, to be Her possessions, or Her heirs and 
successors after Her. In proof whereof, 1 have hereunto affixed my signature and seal, on 
behalf of myself, and my son after me, of my own free will and pleasure, without force, inti¬ 
midation, or'pecuniaiy interest whatsoever. 

And be the same known to all to whom these presents may come. 

Done at Muscat, the 17th day of the month Shawal 1270 (14th July 1854.) 

Given under my hand, 

(signed by the Imaum) “ Sereid," 



Done in the presence of me, 

(signed) Stephen G. Freemantk, 

Captain of Her Majesty’s ship “ Juno,” at Muscat, 
14 July 1854. 


— No. 21 . — 

Extract of LETTER from J. Ord, Esq., to E. Hammond, Esq.; dated 
Litherland, near Liverpool, 6 March i 866 . 

I HAD the honour to receive duly your letter* of the 22 d ultimo, relative to 
the protection of the natives on the Kooria Mooria Islands, and I am most happy 
to observe that the Earl of Clarendon has kindly taken measures for providing 
for the same, as those islanders are subject to frequent robberies by a piratical 
tribe from the adjacent coast, who carry off their little stock of rice, dried fish, 
and goats, leaving them almost in a*state of starvation, to subsist upon fish only 
for many months. 

I ascertained those facts when at the islands in Her Majesty’s ship “ Juno.” 
I found the natives quiet and inoffensive, and during my stay there I gained 
their confidence and goodwill, which I am anxious to maintain, and for which 
purpose I shall take with me a quantity of presents suited to their wants, and 
shall give them every reasonable assistance in my power. 

I would therefore humbly and respectfully suggest, that one of Her Majesty’s 
small vessels of war should be stationed at the islands, which would answer all the 
purposes required. 

As the stormy season will have commenced before a ship could reach the 
islands from this country, the commencement of operations there will be delayed 
a little longer than I anticipated^ and the first cargo will not leave the islands 
until September next, and will be rapidly succeeded by others; and should Her 
Majesty’s Government deem it proper to send a small vessel of war to the islands, 
it would be des^ble that the vessel should he there shortly after the subsiding 
of the stormy season, say in September or Oetobar. 

I shall feel OTeatly obliged if you will communicate the matters to the Earl of 
Clarendon^ and tender my best thanks to his Lordfhip for his prompt and con¬ 
siderate attention to my project through all its phases. 

82 —Sess. 2 . D I shall 


End. in No. so. 


No. 21 . 

. 1 . Ord, Esq^ to £, 
Hammond, Esq. 

6 March 1856. 


• Page 23. 
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I shall also thank you if you will lay before his Lordship, when convenient, 
the enclosed analysis of the samples of gUano and phosphate of lime brought 
home by Captain Fremantle and myself, which I handed to my partner, Mr. 
Hindspn, for analysation. They are mosTsatisfactory, and in some instances equal 
to Peruvian guano; they severally contain from «7 to 88 per cent, of fertilising 
matter, and the latter per centage is equal to the best Peruvian, which also con¬ 
tains 88 per cent, of fertilising matter. 

I shall go out well prepared to carry out the enterprise, and feel the fullest 
confidence in a general good result. 


Enel, in No. 31.- Enclosure in No. 2Z. 

18, Sweeting-street, Liverpool, 

Dear Sir, 17 January 1856. 

Ant of these guanos, of which I now beg to hand you analyses, would prove excellent 
fcTtUiseni. My own leaning would be in favour of Nos. 1, 2, 3, 6 and 7, from the larger 
proportion of phosphates v^oh they contain; but Nos. 4 and 5 would in aU probability 
take best with consumers generally, 'owing to the prejudice in favour of much ammoniocal 
matter. These last samples would certainly be the most stimulating guanos, but the ,fivc 
kinds first referred to would be the most permanent in their effects, and in my opinion suffi¬ 
ciently stimulating to insure the early development of the crop to whiw it might be 
appli^ 

No. 8, which I have termed “ phosphatic deposit,” would be a good foundation for the 
manufacture of super-phosphate, or other compound manures, but would hardly do by 
itself as a manure, without being ground to a very fine powder, to enable its being distri-, 
bated evenly over the ground. 

1 am, &c. 

Joseph Hindson, Esq. (signed) Cfeo. C- Husorit Analyst. 

Norffi John-stieet. - 


SAMPLES of Gvoiro, nd “ Prospbatic DErosiT," neeived from Jotiph Hindtm, Eiq. 



1. 

4 Ammonia. 

2. 

Ammonia. 

3. 

3 Ammonia. 

4. 

6 Ammonia. 

5. 

7 Ammonia. 

0. 

3 Ammonia. 

7. 

4 Ammonia.! 

8. 

Axotiied orj^anio mat¬ 
ter and salts of am¬ 
monia . • - 

16 

13 

1 

12 

33 

23 

10 

17 

2 

Phosphate of limo • 

54 

63 

73 

1 

50 

38 

55 

57 

59 

Fixed alkaline snl- 
pbates and mariates 

7 

1 

5 

4 

8 

5 

3 

4 

6 

Sulphate of lime 

0 

0 

0 

j» 

0 

B 

0 

6 

Moisture . • - 

10 

11 

6 

12 

12 

6 

10 

G 

Sllie* . - - 

13 

B 

6 

7 

20 

18 


21 

! 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 


LWorpool, 17 dsnuBiy 1856. 


Ota. C, Hutan, Anidjru. 


No. 22. 

£. HaramondfEsq., 
to the Secretary to 
the Admiralty. 

13 March 1856. 


• Page 94. 


— No. 22 . — 

Copy of LETTER from £. Hammond, Esq., to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 13 March 1856. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Clarendon to request that von will acquaint the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that the Secretary of Sfa^ for the Colonial 
Department, having transmitted to him a copy of your letter of the 6th* of 
February, respecting the protection of the Kooria Mooria Islands, his Lordship 
communicated the substance of that letter to Captain Ord, ttie lessee of the 
Guano on the island. 


I enclose 
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I enclose a copy of my letter to Captain Ord, and of his reply; and I am to 
request that, in laying these papers before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, you will state that L^rd Clarendon considers that, if it is not incun* 
sisteut with the public service, it would be desirable that a vessel should visit 
the islands after the stormy weather ceases, to ascertain what success is likely to 
attend Captain Ord’s operations, and to give him any protection he may stand in 
need of. 

I am, &:c. 

(signed) JE. Hammond. 


— No, 23. — 

Copy of LETTER from T. Phinn, Esq., to E. Uammotid, Esq. 

Sir, * Admiralty, 16 March 1850. 

With reference to your letter of the 13th* instant, and to former correspon¬ 
dence respecting the protection of the Kooria Mooria Islands, stating that Lord 
Clarendon considers it would be desirable that a ship of war should visit those 
islands, if not inconsistent with the demands of the public service, I am com¬ 
manded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for 
the information of Lord Clarendon, that it is very unusual for a slyp of Her 
Majesty's Navy to be employed on that part of the station, which is generally 
visited by the vessels of the East India Company. 

I am, &e. 

(signed) 2’hos. Phinn. 


— No. 24. — 

Copy of LETTER from Sir C. E. Trevelyan to H. Merivale, Esq. 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, 24 March 1856. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to 
transmit to you herewith, for the information of Mr. Secretary Labouchere, with 
reference to your letter of the 2 d ultimo,'!' a copy of a letter from their Lord- 
ships’ solicitor, dated 15lh instant, with its enclosures in original, consisting of 
an indenture of licence which be has prepared, for granting to Mr. Ord the 
privilege of exporting guano from the Kooria Mooria Islands, and a bond pro¬ 
viding for the performance of the conditions contained in that indenture. 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) C. E. Trevelyan. 


Enclosure in No. 24. 

Sir, Treasury, 15 March 1856. 

My Lords having been pleased to refer to me the enclosed papers from the Foreign Office, 
regarding a Royal licence proposed to bo granted to Mr. Ord to export guano from die 
Kooria Mooria Islands, I bi^ to enclose an indenture of licence which I have prepared for 
granting to Mr. Ord the privileges intended, and a bond by himself and three sureties (of 
whose sufficiency I have satisfied myself) for the due performance of the conditions imposed 
on him by that indenture. 

1 am, &c. 

(signed) H. Reynolds. 

J. Wilson, Esq., M. p. 


Sub-Enclosure 1 to Enclosure in No. 24. 

This Indenture, made the 20thday of January 1856, between Her Most Gracious Majesty 
Queen Victokia of the first part, and John Ord, of Litheriand, near Liverpool, in the 
county of Lancaster, late Master Mariner, and Joseph JRndsm and James Henshall 
Hayes, both of Liverpool aforesaid. Merchants and Brokers, of the second jiart. 

Whereas his Highness the Imaum of Muscat hath ceded to Her said Majesty, Her 
heirs and successors, m fhll property and dinuinion, five islands in or near the Bay of Kooria 
Mooria, on the south coast oi Arabia, denominate respectively Halaaneea, Soda, Jibleea, 
Haski, and Ghurzoud, and being part of his said Highness’s dominions: And whereas it 
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Lath been represented to Her said M^festy that the three last-mentioned islands contain 
deposits of guano and other substances capable of being used for the manuring of land (all 
which substances are hereinafter included under the term of guano): Aud whereas the said 
John Ord, Joseph Hindson, and James Henshall Hayes have applied to Her said Majjesty 
for leave and authority to appropriate and remove the said guano, Which her said Mtyesty 
hath been pleased to grant, on the tenns and under the conditions hereinafter mentioned: 
Now this Indenture witneaseth, that Her said Majesty hath granted, and doth hereby grant, 
to the said John Ord, Joseph Hindson, and James Henshall Hayes, their executors, admi¬ 
nistrators, and assigns (hereinafter called the parties of the second part), the sole and exclusive 
right, for the term of five years from the date of these presents, to raise and take away the 
said guano from the said three islands of Jiblcea, Haski, and Ghurzoud, with permission to 
construct on the said islands all such sheds, huts, stores, jetties, or other works or buildings 
as may be requisite for that purpose. And this Indenture further wilnessetlii that the said 
parlies of the second part do hereby covenant and agree for themselves, their heirs, executors, 
administrators, and assigns, with aud to Her said Majesty, Her heirs and successors, that all 
gnatK* which shall be shipped from any of tl^e said islands shall be taken direct to the port 
of Liverpool, or to some other port or ports in the United Kingdom which may hereafter 
be approved by Her said Majesty, at the request of the said parties of the second part, and 
shall be consigned to the said Joseph • Hindson or to s'ucli other person or persons in the 
United Kingtlom *as may be approved by Her Majesty, on such request as aforesaid; and 
that the said jmrtics of the second part, their heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns, 
some or one of them, shall pay to iter said Majesty a royalty of two shillings sterling for 
every ton of guano so shipped as aforesaid during the first two years, and four shillings 
sterling for every ton so snipped during the last three years of the term aforesaid, and that 
no such guAiio shall be landed from any ship'until the said royalty shall have been piid on 
all the guano carried in such ship, according to the estimate of the principal officer of 
customs at the jKirt of discliarge (which estimate and payment, nevertheless, shall be subse¬ 
quently adjusted according to the actual quantity of guano which, ai'tcr the final discharge 
«d' the vessel, shall bo found to have been on board). And further, that the said parties of 
the second part, their executors, .administrators, and assigns, shall send in to one of Her 
Majesty’s principal Secretaries of State separate accounts of the amount of guano shipped 
in each haU-ycar of the said term, commencing from the date of these presents, so as to ensure 
(as far as may be practicable) that every each account shall reach the said Secretary of State 
within six calendar months of the expiration of the half-year to which it relates. And this 
Indenture further winwaasetli, that in case any of the above covenants shall be broken or 
left unfulfilled, it shaii be lawful for Her said Majesty, by notice, under the hand of one of 
Her Majesty’s princiiial Secretaries of State, to bo forwarded by post to all or any one of 
the said parties of the second part and jiublished in the “ London Gazette” within one week 
of the date thereof, to declare that on a day to be named in such notice, not being less than 
three calendar months after the date thereof, the licence and authority hereby granted to the 
said parties of the second port to raise and remove guano dk aforesaid shiill cease and 
determine, and such licence and authority shall jiccortlingly cease and determine; and all 
siieds, huts, stores, jetties, and all other works and temporary buildings made by the said 
parties of the second part on «ny of the said islands, and all guano shipped therefrom after 
the day so named as aforesaid, shall be and become the property of Her Majesty. And it is 
hereby further agreed, that all- expenses incurred in the preparation and execution of this 
Indenture, in carrying out the pito' idons thereof, shall be borne by the said parties of the 
second part, and that the opinion of the solicitor of Her Majesty’s Treasury as to the 
amount of such expenses shall in all respects bn final. In witness whereof, wc, Thomas 
William Clinton Murdoch, Charles Alexander Wood, and Frederic Rogers, Iler Majesty’s 
Emigration Commissioners, have hereunto set out hands and seals, for and on behalf of Her 
Majesty; and the said John Ord, Joseph Hindson, and James Henshall Hayes have re¬ 
spectively hereto set their hands aud seals the day and year first above written. 

(signed) T. PV, C. Murdoch (n.8.) 

C. Alexand/er Wood (n.a.) 

Frederic Rogere (us.) 

Signed, scaled, and delivered by the said Thomas William Clinton Murdoch, 

Charles Alexander Wood, and Frederic Rogers, as such Emigration 
Commissioners ns aforesaid, in the presence of 

(signed) Stephen Wedcott, 

Secretary to the said Emigration Commissioners. 

(signed) Jno. Ord (£.8.) 

Joseph Hindson (t-s.) 

J. H. Hopes (us.) 

SiCTed, sealed, and delivered by the said John Ord, Joseph Hindson, and 
James Henshall Hayes, in the presence of 

(signed) Geo. SUme, SoHdtor, LiveipboL 

Bernard Byron, Clerk to Mr. Stone. 
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Know all men by these presents, that we, John Ord, of Litherland, near Liveipool, in 
the county of Lancaster, late master mariner, and Joseph Hlndson, James HenshaJl Uayes, 
and Henry Case, all of Liver^ol aforesaid, merchants and brokers, arc held and firmly 
bound to Her most gracious Majesty Queen Victoria in tlie sum of 2,000/., to be paid to 
Her said Majesty, Her heirs or successors, for which payment to be well and truly made 
we bind ourselves, and every of us, and any two or more of us, and the heirs, cxecutois, ^ 
and administrators of ns, and of every of na, and of any two or more of us, and every of 
them, jointly and sevendly, firmly by these presents. Seided with our seals. Dated this 
20Ui day of February 1B56. 

Whereas by Indenture, bearing even date with the above-written bond, and made or 
expressed to be made between Her said Majesty of the first part and the above-bounden 
Jouu Ord, Joseph Hindson, and James Ilenshall Hayes of the second part, and which 
indenture is signc.d and seided on behalf of Her Majesty by Thomas William Clinton 
Murdoch, ^Charles Alexander Wood, and Frederic Rogers, Her Majesty's Emigration 
Commissioners: After reciting that his Hi^ness tlio Imaum of Muscat had ceded to Her 
said Majesty, Her heirs and successors, in mil pro])erty and dominion, five islands, in or near 
the Bay of ICooria Mooria, on the south coast of Arabia, denominated rcsiiectively Ilalaaneca, 
Soda, Jibleca, Haski, and Ghurzoud, and being [lart of his said.lliglmess’s dominions; and 
reciting that it had been represented to Her sjiid Majesty that the three last-mentioned 
islands contained deposits of guano and other substances capable of being used for the 
manuring of land (all which substances were thereinafter included under the term guano); 
and reciting that the said John Ord, Joseph Hindsou, and James HenshaU Hayes had 
applied to Her said Majesty for leave and authority to appropriate and remove the said 
guano, which Her said Majesty hiul been pleased to grant, on the terms and conditions tiiere- 
iiiafter mentioned: It is by the Indenture now in recital witnessed,that Her said Majesty did 
grant to the said John Ord, Josejdi Hindson, and James HenshaU Hayes, their executors, 
administrators, and assigns, thereinafter called the parties of the second part, the sole and 
exclusive riglit, for the term of five years from the date of the said Indenture now in recital, 
to raise and take away the said guano from the said three islands of Jibleca, Haski, and 
Ghurzoud, with permission to construct on the said islands sheds, huts, jetties, and other 
buildings, as therein mentioned. And it was by the same Indenture further witnessed, that 
the said parties of the second part did thereby covenant and agree with and to Her said 
Majesty, Her heirs and successors, that all guano that sliould be_ shipped’from any of the 
said islands should be taken direct to the port of Liverpool, or sumo other port or {) 0 rts of 
the United Kingdom which might thereafter be approved by 11 er said Majesty, at the request 
of the said jiarties of the second part, and should be consigned to the said Joseph Hindson, 
or to such other person or {xirsons in the United Kingdom as might be approved b^ Her 
said Majesty, on sucli request as aforesaid; and that tlio said parties of the secuna part 
should pay to Her said Majesty a royalty of 2 1 sterling for every ton of guano shipped as 
aforesaid during the first two years, and 4 s. sterling for every ton so slripped during the last 
three years of the term aforesaid; and that no such guauo should be lauded from any ship 
until the said royalt}'^ should have been paid on all the guano ciuricd in such ship according 
to the estimate of principal officer of customs at the port of discliarge (which eitimatc 
and payment, nevertheless, should be subsequently adjusted accoi-ding to the actual duantity 
of guano which, after the final disciiargc of tlic vessel, should be found to bate been on 
board). And further, that the said parties of tlie second part sliould send in to one of Her 
Majesty’s Secretaries of State separate accounts of the amount of guano shipped in each 
half-year of the said term, cominciicing from the date of the Indenture now in recital, so as 
to ensure (as far as might be practicable) that every such account should reach the said 
Secretary of State within six calendar months after the expiration of the half-year to which 
it related: Now the condition of the above-written bond or obligation is such, that if the 
stud John Ord, Joseph Hindson, and James HenshaU Hayes, some or one of them, their, 
or some or one of their executors, administrators, and assigns, do and shall well and truly 
observe, perform, and keep all and singular the conditions, covenants, and agreements in the 
said Indenture contained, and on their parts and behalves to be observed, performed, ■ and 
kept, then the above-written bond or oblig.ation shall be void, or else shall be and remain in 
full force and virtue. 

(signed) Jno. Ord 

Joseph Ilhidson (l.s.) 

J. M. Ilayes (t.s.) 

Signed, scaled, and delivered by the above-bounden John Ord, Joseph Hindson, 
and James Heoshtdl Hayes, in the presence of 

(signed) Geo. Stone, Solicitor, Liverpool. 

* Bernard Byrm, Clerk to Mr. Stone. 

■ .V 

(signed) Henry Cose (l.s.) 

Signed, sealed, and deKvered by the above-bounden Henry Case, in the presence of 

(signed) Bernard Byron. 
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— No. 25. — 

Copy of LETTER from E. Hammond, Esq., to Sir George Clerk, 

Sir, Foreign Office, 29 March 1866. 

With refsrence to the cession to Her Majesty by the Imaum of Muscat of five 
islands situated in or near the Bay of Kooria Mooriu, on the south coast of Arabia, 
I am directed by the Earl of Clareodon to acquaint you that a licence has, under 
^certain conditions, been granted to Mr. Ord and others according to them for a 
space of five years the exclusive right to appropriate and remove the guano from 
three of those islands, named Jibleea, Haski, and Gharzond, and a deed of cession 
to this effect lias been drawn up and duly executed by the parties concerned, 
under the authority and supervision of the Treasury and Colonial Offices. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Ord the Earl of Clarendon stated to the Lords of the 
Admiralty that it would be desirable, if consistent with the public service, that 
one of Her Majesty’s vessels should visit ^lese islands after the stormy weather 
had ceased, about September or October, with a view to ascertain what success is 
likely to attend Mr. Ord’s operations, and to afford any protection that may be 
required either by Mr. Ord or by the natives of the islands; but the Lords of 
the Admiralty have replied, that although orders can be given for any vessel 
belonging to Her Majesty’s cruisers passing that way to call at the islands for 
the purpose of reporting upon their state, it will be impossible for the naval 
officer on the station to undertake the general superintendence of the settlers or 
natives, as it is very unusual for Her Majesty’s ships of war to be employed in 
tliose parts, which are so near to the course usually taken by the vessels of the 
East India Company in their constant visits to the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea, 
that they are generally visited by the vessels of that Company. 

I am accordingly directed by the Earl of Clarendon to request that you will 
suggest to the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, that, if not 
inconvenient, a vessel of the East India Company should visit the islands at the 
time suggested by Mr. Ord. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hammond. 


— No. 26. — 

Copy of LETTER from T. F. Elliot, Esq., to Sir C. E. Trevelyan. 

Sir, Downing-strect, 5 . April 1856. 

Wurii reference to your letter of the 24th ultimo,* enclosing the licence and 
bond executed by Mr. imd his sureties, under which they are allowed to 
import guano from three of the Kooria Mooria Islands, I am desired by 
Mr. Secretary Labouchere to state that, although your letter does not allude to 
the fact, he presumes that the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury will take 
the necessary steps for having the royalty on the guano which may be imported 
by these parties assessed and collected at the ports of discharge, as proposed in 
the licence. 

I am, Sec. 

(signed) T. F. ElUot. 


— No. 27. — 

Copy of LETTER from T. F. Elliot, Esq., to E. Hammond, Esq. 

Sir, Downing'Street, 6 April 1856. 

With reference to the latter part of Mr. Merivale’s letter of the 2d February 
last,t suggesting that Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar should receive the royalty 
to be levied on the guano which may be shipped by Mr. Ord at the Kooria 
Mooria Islands, I am directed W Mr. Secretary Labouchere to acquaint you„for 
the information of the Earl of Clarendon, that in lieu of that arrangement it has 
been decided that the officers of customs shall assess and receive the royalty at 
the ports of discharge in this country. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) 2*. F. Elliot. 
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• — No. 28. ■— 

Copy of LEITER from Sir Geortj^ Clerk to E. Hammond, Esq. 

Sir, India Board, 11 April 1866 . 

I AM directed by tlie Commissioners for tlie Affairs of India to inform you, that 
in compliance with the request of the Earl of Clarendon, conveyed in your letter 
of the 28th*' ultimo, instructions will be sent to the Government of Bombay, in 
order that one of the vessels of the Indian navy raqy visit the Kooria Mooria 
Islands, as suggested by Captain Ord. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) George Clerk. 


— No. 29. — 


Copy of LETTER from E. Hammond, Esq., to J. Ord, Esq. 

Sir, Foreign Office 14 April 1856. 

With reference to my letter of the 22d of February last and to your reply of 
the 6thf ultimo, I am directed by the Earl of Clarendon to acquaint you that the 
Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India have, at his Lordship’s sugges¬ 
tion, issued instructions to the Government of Bombay to make arrangements in 
order that one of the vessels of the Indian navy may visit the Kooria Mooria 
Islands at the time mentioned by you. 

1 am, &c. 

(signed) E. Hammond. 


— No. 30. — 


Copy of LETTER from J. Ord, Esq., to E. Hammond, Esq. 

Sir, • Crosby, near Liverpool, 26 April 1866. 

I DULY received your esteemed favour of the 14th instant, informing tpe that, 
at the suggestion of tlie Earl of Clarendon, instructions have been sent to the 
Government of Bombay, that a vessel of the Indian navy may visit the Kooria 
Mooria Islands at the time mentioned by me in my letter of the 6th ultimo. 

I beg in n*ply most respectfully to request that you will have tlie goodness to 
convey to the Earl of Clarendon iny best thanks for the great services rendered 
me with regard to the Koorian Moorian project, and especially in obtaining me 
protection at the islands, as the matter is now known in commercial circles, and 
1 have a certain knowledge that it was the intention of some parties in Liverpool 
to send out ships to the islands to load on their own account, on the* strength of 
information they had obtained from me when chartering vessels from them. 

We have already chartered two ships, the “ Blenge” and the “ Pakenham 
the former will sail from Liverpool on the 30th instant, and the latter from 
London on the 20th proximo, and other ships will follow as obtainable at 
moderate rates of freight. 

My present intention is to proceed to the islands {via Egypt) in the latter 
part of June, so as to reach them by the 1st of September (the commencement of 
the fine weather season), and previous to leaving London I should be most happy 
of the honour of a short interview with his Excellency the Earl of Clarendon, that 
l.may perMnally thank his Lordship for the great services accorded me, and 
I trust also t6 the agriculturists of tins country.. . 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Jm. Ord. 
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— No. 31. — 

Copy of LETTER from E. Hammond, Esq., to H. Mirvotde, Esq. 

Sir, Foreign Office, 80 April 1856, 

With reference to Mr. Elliot’s letter of the 5th* instant, and to previous (?or- 
• Paj-e 30 . respondence, relative to tlie licence granted, under certain conditions, to Mr. Ord 
and others to appropriate and remove guano from the Kooria Mooria Islands, 
I am directed by the Earl of Clarendon to transmit to you a draft of a despatch 
' which his Lordship proposes, with the concurrence of Mr. Secretary Labouchere, 
—^ , to address to Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, instructing him to communi¬ 

cate to the Imaum of Muscat the arrangements made with regard to levying 
the royalty on the guano shipped from thdsc islands, and to repeat the readiness 
of Her Majesty’s Government to share the royalty with the Imaum. ' 

I am, Ac. 

(signed) E. Hammond. 


No. 31 . 

£. H«nnood,£iq., 
to H. Merirale, 
Esq. 

30 April ] S56. 


End. in No. 31. Enclosure in No. 31 . 

Sir, Foroiga 0 £Scc, May 1850 . 

With reference to your deejmteh of the 1 . 5 th of February 1854 , relative to the five 
islands, situaterl'in or near the Bay of Kooria Mooria, on the south part of Arabia, I have to 
acquaint you that a licence has, under certain conditions, been grunted to Mr. Ord and 
others, according to them, for a term of fi\e years, the exclusive right to appropriate and 
remove the guano from three of those islands, named Jibloa, Ilaski, and Gharzo:ul; and u 
, deed of cession to this effect has been drawn up and duly executed by the partlc.s concerned, 
under the authority an*; supervision of the Treasury and Colonial Oftices. Captain Ord has 
consented to pay a royalty of 2 s. per ton on all guatio shipped during the first two years, 
and 4 s. per ton after that period; and it has been arranged that this royalty shall he 
assessed and received l)y the officers of customs in this country. 

With reference tlicrcfore to the communication which I instructed you to make to the 
Iniaunij stating tlie readiness of Her Majesty’s Government to share with his Iliglmcss the 
profits which might result from tlie sale of the guano in question, 1 have to instruct you to 
acquaint llic Imaum with the arrangements which have been made in regard to levying 
the royalty, and to report the readiness of Her Majesty’s Government to share it with his 
Uighne.ss. • 

At the suggestion of Mr. Ord, it has been arranged that one of the vessels of the 
East India Company shall viri; tSieHe islands, after the stormy weatlier has ceased, about 
September or October, with a view 1., ascertain what success is likely to attend Mr. Ord’s 
operations, and to afford any protection that may be required, either by Mr. Ord or by 
the natives of the islands, and the commander of that vessel will be instructed, if he can 
manage it without inconvenience, tb call at Zanzibar, and to report to you tRe result ot hie 
inquiries. 

I have, &c. 

Major Hamerton. (signed) - 


— No. 32. — 

T. CoPT of LETTER from T. F. Elliot, Esq., to E. Hammond, Esq. 

to E. llanuiiuiK’ 

Sir, Downing-street, 14 May 1836. 

14 . ■ ny I j). to youf letter of the 30th ultimo, I am directed by Mr. Secretary 

Labouchere to acquaint you, for the information of the Earl of Clarendon, that 
be concurs in the draft of the despatch which his Lordship proposes to address 
to Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, respecting the arrangements made for 
dividing with the'Imaum of Muscat the royalty to be received on the guano 
sliipped by Mr. Ord from the Kooria Mooria Islands. 

I am, &c. 

• (signed) T. F. ElRot. 
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No. 38. 

Copy of the NOTICE publiahed in the “London Gazette*’ of 1.5 July 1836, 
of the Licence granted to J . Ord, J. Hindson, and J, H. Hayett, Esqrs. 

Downing-street, 13 July 1856. 

Tjie Queen has been pleased, by licence, dated 20th February 1836 , to grant 
to JohnOrd, of Litherlaud, near Liverpool, late master mariner, Joaepli Hiudsou, 
and James Henshall Hayes, of Liverpool, merchants and brokers, thfiir e.xecutors, 
administrators, and assigns, the sole and e.xclusive right', for the term of five years 
from the date of such licence, to raise and take away guano, and other substances 
capable of being used in manuring land, from the three islands of Jiblcea, Haski, 
and Ghurzoad, in or near the Bay of Kooria Mooria, on the south coast of Arabia, 
and to construct all such works or buildings as may be luicessary for that j)ur- 
posc, which said islands (with the islands of Halaaneea and Soda) were formerly 
part of the dominions of the Imaum of Muscat, and were by liis Highness ceded 
to Her Majesty, Her heirs, and successors, in lull property aud dominion. 


iVote.—Further Papers on this subject will sliortly be presented. 


No. 33. 

Licence granted to 
J. Ord, J. Hindson, 
and J. H. Hayes, 
Ksqrs. 

lo luly 185(1. 
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CORRESPON p.E N C E 

RESPECTING THE EMPLOYMKNl' OF 

INDIAN LABOURERS IN THE MAURITIUS. 


— No. 1. — 

(No. 57.) 

Copy of a DESPATCH from Sir William Nicolatf to Lord Glenelg. 

My Lord, Mauritius, 4 May 1839. 

A MONTH having now elapsed since the preedial apprentices in this colony 
were entirely liberated, in pursuance of the Order of Her Majesty in Council, 
dated 5th November last, I conceive that your Lordship will be anxious to 
know what efPect that change has, as yet, produced. 

A great number of large sugar estates have been almost wholly abandoned 
by the former apprentices, many of whom acknowledge that they were per¬ 
fectly satisfied with the treatment they had received from their masters, but 
tluit they wish for a more easy life than that to which they had been accus¬ 
tomed ; and though they seem, pretty generally I believe, to be sensible of the 
necessity of turning to some kind of work, in order to support themselves and 
their families, it is but natural to suppose that a large proportion of them 
will seek to attain that end with the least possible labour. It wall also be 
readily conceived that there is, with many of them, a predilection for establish¬ 
ing themselves in particular parts of the island, ow’ing to their’ comparative 
local advantages over others, and this circumstance alone may account, in great 
lucasure, for the almost complete tlesertion of certmn districts. 

The comluct of the late apprentices, speaking of them in the mass, has been 
in a most extraordinary degree quiet and orderly. There is, however, as was 
to be expected, a visible increase.* of certain crimes, such as theft, pillage, and 
devastation of property, to the serious injury of individuals; and as these 
depredations are, for the most part, committed at night, it is extremely difficult 
to detect the offenders. 

1 am inclined to think that when the excitement occasioned by the late 
change shall have in some degree subsided, many of the former apprentices 
will return to w'ork, either with their old masters, or on the estates of other per¬ 
sons ; but after all, there will unquestionabl}' be an enormous decrease, as to 
the total amount of agricultural labour. Of the late female apprentices, it is to 
be twpectwl that none, or at any rate, but very few, will return to employment 
of that nature. This great deficiency of labour must, of course, press most 
severely upon scviTal of the proprietors of sugar plantations of the first mag¬ 
nitude ; and unfortunately the loss cannot, under the existing laws and regula¬ 
tions, be replaced by the introduction of free labourers from India. 

In this state of affairs I have been appealed to from all quarters, under the 
notion that J could jirovide some immediate relief. 

I have been earnestly solicited by several of the inhabitants to permit the 
introduction of labourers from Madagascar; hut to this there, api^ear to me to 
be very serious objections. In the first place there is every reason to believe, 
from circumstances which have recently occurred, that the authorities of Mada¬ 
gascar would not allow the natives of that country to quit it at their own plea¬ 
sure ; and I therefore do not see how labourers, in any considerable number, 
<;ould be procured there, except by some illicit traffic. Many might possibly em¬ 
bark clandestinely, and reach Mauritius ; but suppose that it should become here¬ 
after necessary, for the tranquillity’ of this colony, or any other just cause, to 
send them back to Madagascar, their fate would be inevitable destruction. 

1 might here add, that even in the interest of the Mauritius proprietors them¬ 
selves, this scheme would never answer; since no agreement, entered into af 
Madagascar, for tlie purpose of securing the services cf any of the natives would 
he valid, and after their arrival here* at considerable expense, the contract of 
service could only be for one year. 

Again, some of the inhabitants have expressed to me the opinion that, in 
the event of persons, to whatever country bdonging, coming to li'Iauritius to 
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MaUAEIIUS. sfck emptoymeiiitj ^ due TmiKl for fflie vital interests of the colohyj. e^oialiy 
«^iii.»....:. y I the agricultufal part, would justify the passing of a local Ordinance for eistend- 
ing the tern at present prescribed for centractf of sendee 5 that is, in fact, a 
local enactment to supersede the Order of tl^ Oueen in CouneiL . . . , 

I need not say that this su^^qn is '^uite put of question ; and I have, 
with some difficulty, made it understood that, even could I possibly (in wncert 
with the Council of Government) so far commit myself no agreement made 
under such Ordinance, in direct repugnance to the Order in Council, could be 
enforced. 

Most fully do I enter into tlie feelings of all those who, for want of the actual 
means of cultivating their property, must necessarily be reduced to great distress; 

- and, as far as can lawfully be done, I feel the utmost anxiety to resort to any 
measure that might tend to afford them relief; more ought not to be expected 
from me. 

I will here express my sanguine hope, that the prohibition which At present 
exists in India to the voluntary emigration of frcip labourers from that country, 
wiU, as rclaUis to Mauritius, l>e speedily removeds and that Her Majesty’s 
Government will likewise consider it expedient to extend the tenn for which 
contracts of service may be made with that class of }>ersons on their arriving 
here. 

1 understand that a memorial to the same effect, from a large portion of the 
inhabitants of this colony, is in preparation. In^ the course of a few days, there¬ 
fore, I shall have the honour to address your Lordship more fully upon this 
subject; and I trust that I shall be able to satisfy your Lordship that the mea¬ 
sures to which I liave just adverted, and which most esscnti^ly concern the 
intere.sts of this colony, may, under proper regulations, be adopted with the 
most perfect«afety. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) fVillinm Nkolay. 


No. 2 . — No. 2. — 

(No. t) 2 .) 

Corv of a DESPATCH from Sir William Nicolai/ to Lord Gknelg. 

My Lord, Mauritius, 21 May 1839. 

In the concluding part of my de.spatch of the 4th instant, No. 57, 1 informed 
your Lordship that there was in pt^jartition a memorial from a large body of 
the inhabitants of this colpnj'j relative to the prohibition which at present exists 
to the introduction of hv -, h&a urers from India. 

^0 1 have now the honour to transmit a jjetition upon that subject, addressed to 

,8 ' Her Majesty, but which goes further than I had expected; inasmuch as the 

petitioners solicit to be allowed to introduce labourers from other places as 
well as from India. 

1 am not aware that there is any other British settlement from which persons 
of this diiscription could be procured; and the introduction from foreign coun¬ 
tries appears to me to be open to many objections, some of which 1 have fdready 
IKunted out to your Lortlship, In reference to the proposal for introducing 
lahour<Ts from Madagascar. 

But, as far as relates to India, I beg leave most earnestly to recommend the 
prayer of the petitioners to your Lordship's favourable consideration. 

Enclosed are copies (in contintiation of my former rq)ort8) of the corre- 
spondence that lias passed with regard to the Indian labourers who had arrived 
at Mauritius. ' t 

It was suggested to me by the Government of India, in a communication 
dated 11th July 1838, that it would be desirable that a committee should be 
' app(»inted here to inquire into the condition and treatment of those Indians. 

See page 10, of Enclosure, No. 2.—In reply (page 13), it was intimated that 
I fully conctirred in the suggestion; and I moreover recommended that some 
officers should be sent from India to join the committee. This was, however, 
declined (pa. 44). In the interim, in order to commence the inquiry, I ap¬ 
pointed a committee composed as follows:— 

Mr. Campliell, a ^ntleman wdl acquainted with tihe languages and habits 
.:bf the native Indians, and a special justice in each district; and with theqi were 

associated 



asBodated three officers belonging to-the India efendce, wha happened to be at MAU 
Manritius. ■ ■ 

At page 15 will be found the instructions giren to flie committee, followed 
by detailed reports of the inresti^tion in nuttierous coses. With respect to 
some of them at Port Louis, tiiere was a considea-ahle difference of opinion, 
between Special Justice Anderson and the other members, as to the treatment 
which the labourers hmi received from their employers, and which does cer¬ 
tainly not appear to have been sufficiently noticed. 

The correspondence upon tins subject will be found betweem pages 35 and 42. 

It is impossible to suppose that there should not have been some instances 
of improper treatment and failm*e of amtracts; but I am confident that, upon 
the whole, the result of the inquiry will be considered to be highly satis¬ 
factory. 

Tliat very nefarious practices have been resorted to, in many instances, in 
order to fjrocure labourers for embarkation for this island, is beyond all doubt, 
and many have been sent hither who, on their arrival, have been found to be 
unequal to any labour whatever. Of this, a stroug proof is detailed in Enclosure, 

No. 4, with regard to a lajge number of labourers who were engaged in India 
to be employed in this colony, upon an e.state belonging to Mr. Merven, whose 
treatment of those unfortunate persons entitles him to much commendation. 

The remedy for the very serious evils of which I here complain can, however, 
be found only in India; and 1 entertain the firm belief that efficient measures^ 
for that ptupo-se will be adopted by that government. 'Hint being done, the 
Indians who may arrive here will be protected by strong laws and regulations, 
which I am jiersuaded will be duly enforced by the stqMsndisu’y magistrates, 
under wlmse jurisdiertiou they now fall. 

I will likewise' here observe that the proximity of this island t6 the Indian 
settlement.^, and the constant communication between the two countries are 
circumstances peculiarly favourable, especially as affording the authority's, in 
India the means of ascertaining from time to time the true condition of the 
emigrants from that country who may be employed here. 

Lpon a fair view, therefore, derived from past experience with respect to the 
general condition and treatment of the Indian laboui'ers ah-eady employed in 
this colony, and considering that the introduction of that class of labourers, to 
a far gi’cater extent, would prove of the highest advantage to the colony at 
large, and even rescue many indmduais from idmost total ruin, I triust your 
Lordship will be pleased to recomniend the removal of all prohibition to the 
eiiiignition of Indians who may be desirous to seek employment at Mauritius; 
and also that the period for the contracts for service after arrival here may, as 
relates to them, be extended as solicited by tlie subscribers to the i>etition 
addressed to Her Majesty. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) William Nicolay. 


Enclosure 1, in No. 2. 

To the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council. 

The humble Petition of Your Majesty’s faithful Subjects, the undersigned Planters, £ncl. i in No. 9. 
Merchants, Traders, and other Inhabitants of Your Majesty’s Iskud of Mauritius, ’ 

Sheweth, , ^ 

'I'hat your memorialists are all, eitlici directly or indirectly, engaged, or otherwise intt-- 
rested in the cultivation of sugar, the staple produce of the colony, and the only article of 
commerce which is the growth of its soil, so that the fortune of every single individual 
depends entirely on the succe«s and extent of its cultui-e: 

That tlie quantity produced is very considerable, having annually averaged 34 ,ooo tons 
during the last 10, years: ’ 

'fhat an immense'amount of British capital has been invested in die manufacture of 
sugar, which has increased tire produce very materially, the quantity manufactured during 
the TO years previous to 1820 having been only 10,000 tons: ^ 

That such of your memorialists as arc land-owners have, within these last four yearsi 
caused to be brought froin.Briiisli Iitdia, in British vessels, upv ards of 20,000 native lUdiag 
labourers, who ai;e now employed upon fiteir estates, at double the wages usually paid to 
them in India, in Uie cultivation of sugar, their period of engagement being for five 
at the expiration of which, by the terms of contract, tliqy are secured a^tr^ passage back 
to their own country: . > , 
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Jilil.UKint7S. 1 That these labouiere were engaged in India,; under written engagementa in- Englirii and 

.. ,' the native iangnages, subscribed before the Bririah magistrates tnere by_ each mdividiud,, to 

whom die contract </ hiring was fully explained, nud, on dieir arrival in diis cobny, aiich 
agreements Wore deposited with the police magistrates here, and the labourers musteriKl, 
and individually inspected by a Governiueht medial officer, previously to their bring tra&s« 
ferred to the estates for which they were respectively engaged: 

That the said Indian agricultural labourers are well fed, well treated, and regularly paid 
their wages ; they are contented and industrious, and many of them well disposed to remain 
altogether and settle in the island after the'termination of their temporary engagements, all 
which is proved by the papers transmitted from this island to the Secretary of State,for the 
Colonial Department, and {Minted by order of Parliament: 

That your memorialists, relying vrith entire confidence on continuing to obtain as many 
Indian labourers as they might require, have in many instances made considerable purchases 
' of land, machinery, cuttle, and agricultural implements, and have erected extensive nuildings, 
with the object of increasing their nlontations, and producing a greater quantity of sugar, 
in which they have incurred a very neavy expense: 

That your memorialists have been struck with alarm and dismay by a recent Order of 
Your .Majesty in Council, of the 7th of September 1838, intituled, " An Order for regulating 
_ jer , the relative Rights and Duties of Masters and Servants,” in this and other colonies; in 
T which it is cnactetl that no future contract shall be of validity, unless made within the 

/-‘.vuu OttV island, and that no contract shall remain in force for a longer period than 12 months: 

Your memorialists humbly submit that these provisions of the said Order in Council of 
tlic 7 th of September 1838, are tantamount to the total prohibition of the faculty of import¬ 
ing latiourers from India to this colony, ■from the certain expense which would be incurred 
in bringing workmen from India to this, without any certainty that they would enter into 
engagements when here, and that even did they do so, such engagements would only be 
binding for 12 months, a period much too short to compensate for the expense of iutro- 
ductioii, situated as your raemoriali«is are in an island so distant'froin India; a period also 
too .short for the labourer, who, in leaving his own country for one so distant, naturally 
looks for a proportionate length in the duration of hi.s contract; 

Tliat the other provisions of Your Majesty’s said Order in Council most scrupulously and 
minuiely provide for the maintenance of the rights and interests of all labourers in this 
island,'and for the immediate and eftectual redress of their grievances, should any such 
■exist, as has been iueftectually attempted to be shown by parties who.se interest is in direct 
opjxisition to that of ’f mr Majesty’s loyal subjects of Mauritius: 

That tlie climate this island is well known to be veiy salubrious and congenial to the 
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constitution of the native Indian; 

That your meiiionalists having been deprived of the services, for 22 months, of the entire 
negro agricultural population, by their sudden and premature emancipation, find themselves 
placed ni imminent peril of losing a great portion of the produce ol their properties, from 
the actual and immediate want of hands to gather the crops, a.s all the negio women, and 
the greater part of the negro men have deserted the estates,thcir services, your memorialists 
greatly fear, being for the future lost to agriculture: 

Inasmuch, therefore, as the introduction of Indian labourers into this island must be 
beneficial to India, by not oulyriddingherof her superabundant population, but by providing 
her with a future supply o*', ''ivrlsnien, who will have acquired here a competent skill and 
knowledge in the cultivation and :..auipu]ation of the sugar cane; as their emigration here 
is unquestionably advantageous to themselves, by their procuring higher wages, m a climate 
more healthy tlian their own, and by their removal from a country where, under the Hindu 
and Mahomnicdan law, some degree of qualified slavery is still supjrosed to exist, to an island 
lfo.n whence its last vestige has for ever disappeared; as the supply of labour from India 
for this colony must benefit the eiqiire at large, by the increase of the produce of sugar, and 
consequent augmentation to au immense amount in the custom dues on its importation to 
the ports of Great Britain, and, lastly, as the sudden suppression of the supply of manual 
labour from India, coming at the same critical moment with the equally sudden suppression 
m' the negro apprenticeshi}), must work the total ruin of your memorialists, striking a death 
blow to the commercial and agricultural prosperity of this important island : your petitioners 
therefore humbly pray, that Your Majesty win be graciously pleased to take this their humble 
rMresentation into Y'our Majesty’s royal consideration, and thereupon, by an Order of Your 
Majesty in Council, to direct and order, that so much of Your Majesty’s said Order in 
Council of the 7th ofSepte.mber 1838, as prohibits contracts of hiring and service made out 
of the colony, and limits their duration, as well us that of such contracts as are made 
within the colony, to a period of twelve moutlts only, may be repealed and modified, .so as to 
permit and allow your petitioners by tliepiselves, or their agents in British India, or in any 
other place, either within or without the colony of Mauritius, to engage and conti-act for the 
hiring and servici;, within this island, of any labourers, workmen, or other persons as may be 
willing to enter into such contracts of hiring, for the purpose of being employed in agri¬ 
cultural and other raanual labour on the estates of your petitioners in tliis colony, for 
any period that may be mutually agreed o», uot exceeding five years: provided always, 
foat every such agreement be made in writing, and signed by the two contrwting parties 
in the presence and with the consent and approbation of sime one of Ifour Majesty’s justices 
of the peace, or other.nmgistrate at the plaese where siich contract of hiring and service shall 
be made mid entered ipfo, aivi subject to the rcsirion of every such coiilract, if it shall he 
made to appear, to fr'; satisfaction of any three of Your Majesty’s stipendiary justices of the 
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peace in this colony, in petty sesaiott aswmbled, that, any snelr lahoicrer, wothman, or other 
person ha* been inunced to enter into any such contract by any misrepresentation, deception, 
or concealment, and aubject to'such other rules and tegulations as-to the wisdom of Your 
Majesty in Council may seem fft and proper, and yo»r petitioners as in duty bound w'ill 


■ever pray. ' -jh 

a 

Mauritius, 16 May 1836 . 


(100 Signatures,) 


Gentlemen, Coloniah Secretary's CMfice, 20 May 1839. 

1. His Excellency the CTr)vemor directs me to acknowledge the receipt of the petition to 
Her Majesty the Queen, luider date the I 8 th instant, for a renewal of the permission to intro-_ 
ducc Indian labourers, and for certain modifications in Her Majesty's Order in Council of the ‘ 
7th September 1838, relative to masters and servants, 

2. His Excellency will have much satisftiction in forwarding tlie memorial, by an early 
opportuildy, to the Kight honourable the Secretary of State for presentation to Her Majesty, 
and in recommending the prayer of it to most favourable consideration, so tar as regards 
Indians. 

1 have, &c. 

Messrs. Hunter, Arbuthnot & Co. (signed) (ho. F. Dick, 

Colonial Secretary. 


Enclosure 2, in No. 2. 

CoKTjNUATioN of the CoRRESpONOEKCB with the Bengal Government relative to Indian 

L.ibourkrs. 

The Secretary to Government, Fort Willuun. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 30 September 1837. 

1. 1 HAvr, tlic direction of his Excellency Lieutenant-general Sir William INicolay to 
ackiiowlc-dgc tile receipt of yonr letter of the 7th June last, c.omi|punicating copies of uii 
cnuctnienl, jiassed by the Legislative, Council of India, for the better protection of natives 
emigrating from tlic territories subject to the Bengal Presidency. 

2 . The enactment in question has been published for general information in this i.«land, 
and T have been directed to request that you will offer to the Right honourable the 
Govcrnor-geiiend of India in Council the assurances,of his Excellency Sir William iVicoIay, 
Ihiil he will continue to take the same lively interest as liithcrto in the well-being of sucli 
of the natives of India as may emigrate fo M:uiritiu.s; and will be entirely dispised to 
co-o])erate witli the Indian Governments in nflbrding to them that protection which it is the 
object of file recent enactment to secure. 

' I have, &c. 

(signed) G. F. Bkh, Col. Sec. 


To the Secretary to tlic Bengal Government. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 1!) December 1837 . 

I HAVE the direction.s of his Excellency the C^o^ernor of Mauritius to a]jpri 2 e you, for tlie 
information of the Supreme Government of India, that the ship Mary Anne, which left Cal¬ 
cutta on the .'!d October last, with 52 Indian labonrein, under engagements to serve- in this 
island, arrived here on Uie 25tli ult., but without having any medical attendant on board, as 
is required by the regulations in force at ports within the limits of British India. 

I liave, &c. 

(signed) G. F. Dick) Colonial Sec. 


G. F. Bilk, Esq. Secretary to the Government of Mauritius. 

Sir, Fort William, 27 .lime 1838. 

1 AM directed by the Honourable the Deputy Governor of Bengal to transmit to you, for 
the purpose of being laid before hi.« Excellency the Goi^mor of Slauritius; the accompany¬ 
ing copy of & lettw from the superintendent CalcnttA police, dated the 26th instant) and 
of its enclosure, and to state that the Deputy Governor incline.^ to look njxmitas a neces¬ 
sary check that the Government should Ite mformed of the return of any-labourers who 
IvaVe been shipped at Calcutta under jpemVit, especially when they are te-embaik.ed at 
58 . B :I Mauritius 




End. 3, in Tvi 
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M^uritim for allege BBSCondwit.. If tlffi Tij^indsais 'ml jk^ i»; Si^ t}|i# $e#era 
cmbarkatiQng'oa bo^ slitta, H is iinpc^ible to have aaf^seoarity as itb what maj' their- 
fate after leaving the'islaaa'Of Mauntiasi.-,. , . 

ijgigned) -M-ff. J*riksep, 

, . , Sec* to tl»e Govemment of Bengal. 


To H. T. Prinse}), Esq., Secretary to Government of India. 

Sir, Calcutta, 35 June 1838. 

I HAVii tin: honour to forward cony of a letter received on Saturday evening from Ca))- 
tain FinuiTO, chief commissary of police, Port Louis, for submission to Government. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) F. M.‘Birch, 

Superintendent Calcutta Police. 


Captain Birch, Superintendent of Police. 

iSir, Police Dejvartment, Port Louis, 33 May 18.38. 

1 UAV ji the honour to acknowledge the s-oceipt of your lettcj' of the iStli of February, with 
its several enclosures, for wlticb I beg to return you my Irest thanks. 

Kothing of nioineiit has occurred siiuc I last wrote you, and 1 liavn only to mention 
the impossibility ol' semling you returns of the Indians who are sent ijack for miscondnet, 
it is so difiicnlt to get the masters to arrange for their passage till the lust moment of the 
vessel’s sailing, and she has gcnerab_. sailed before 1 can ascertain what men are really 
gone. * 

Tliere is, bowevfr, one thing I must rnentioii, thjt no Indian lubonrer is ever sent away 
without bis own consent being freely given and recorded in this office, and if in any case he 
refuses il, the matter is submitted to the proper magistrate, who cancels the engagement. 
Every attention is paid at this othc<; to any claims tlmy may set up for wages or otherwise, 
so that any claim they may preii^r in India must be groundless. 

The <les(:ription of luei now arrivinu is better than Ibrmerly ; scarcely any complaints are 
made of ill-treatment dumig the passage, and their general appearance is liealtUier. 

I have, &c. 

(.signed) John Fiiiniss, 

Cliief Commissary of Police. 


To G. F. Dick, Esq., Colonial Secretary, Mamitius. 

Sir, Fort William, 11 July 1838, 

1 AM directed to transmit te ; 'tl, <'r.r the information of his Excellency the Governor of 
Mauritius, the Bceompanying ev.f»y »>f a resolution this day passed by the Honourable tlie 
President of the Council of India in council, relative to the exportation of Indian labourers, 
and to request that his Excellency will, in order to sati.sfy the Government and the public, 
of India as to the condition of the Indian labourei's who have licen exported to Mauritius, 
allow a committee to be appointed in the. manner and Ibr the purposes recommended, and 
favour the Honourable, the President in Council with a copy of the report that may be 
obtaiuorl from the committee. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) F. H. Prinsq>, 

Sscretary to the Government of India. 


Extuact from the Proceedings of the Honourable the President in Council in the General 
Department, under date the lith July 1838. 

Read letter from the Secretary to the Government of Bemgal, dated the 6lh June, 
enclosing a letter li-oiu the .supenntendent of Indian labourers, and the eopy of a reply 
written to that officer, declining to grant further passes for tlxe exjwrtqtion of Coolies to 
the West Indies. 

Read a minute by tlie Ilonouriible W. W. Bird, Esq., dated the 2d instant, and concurred 
in by the Hon.mrablc Colonel W^. Morison. 

Resolution: 

The Honourable the President m Council entirdy approves the orders mased by tlm 
deputy-governor of Bengal, for suspending the grant of permits for the further ^wport- 
ation of Indian labour ,'s to the West Indies pending the inquiry about to be instituted 'Ey 

the 



the Legishtihire gf Gr««t Britain iut4 dl'ihcottinging the emT^ririktri,<9^hdifta 

lal»um'i«io..those cgl«wea<'■ ■■':'io.V7','-''• ■. .’' .■■!■ ■i \if'-. »"■■ '•■,,, 

The President in Conn,cil ,is fgrthtt-of Opinion that the goveranimis oi' Fort S!t, ^Joorge 
and Bon^y shoidd b# desired sisdihidy to refuse wraiits for the enibarhatioA of ladian, 
labourers on veiMels clearing out for any |Mn*t in the West Inijiies., \Vith reference, hpwOver, 
‘to circumstances which have recently transpired, and which aflbifd ground for apprehending 
that tire methods adopted tot procnriia; labourers to engage for service in colonies andplaa;* 
beyond sea are productive of serious nuurls, and have led to much oppression, and tihat the 
sykem is a source of injury, and abuse, rather than of benefit to the labourers, in tire form 
in which it is at present carrie<l on, the President in Council is of opinion that committees 
should be formed at each presidency to ascertain the nature and extent of the abuses which 
hare prevailed, and to advise Government as to the best means of preventing tlieir 
recurrence. 

His Honor in Council further is of opinion, that it may advantageously be suggested to 
Iris Excellency the Governor of Mauritius, and to the governments of any other colonies to 
wliicb. Indian labourers have been extensively ciirrica, to appoint comurittees, including 
one or more Indian civil or military servants, or other jrersous residing tliere, wlio may be 
able to communicate personally with the labourers, in order to ascertain whether thery are 
contented with their lot, and satisfied with the manner in which the contract with them has 
in general been fulfilled by the parties to whom they have been consigned, and for whom 
tlieir services were engaged ; also specifically to report on the' facilities afforded for luturn 
when, upon expiry of the contract, or from the labourers’ inability to work through sickness, 
accident, or any ofliei- cause, they may be, entitled to a free passage back to India.’ 

It also appears to the President in Council tliat the ascertainment of the ti’eatinent or 
the labourers on Iroard ship is a part of the subject that belongs to the authorities at tire 
ports of destination, and that the attention of 'the governments of the colonies to which 
iaboui-ers liavc been conveyed may fitly be recjuested to the expediency of instructing any 
local eonmiittee that may be appointed to inquire, into that branch of the subject. 

Co)ues of the rules established for the grant of permits in Bengal should bn furnished to 
all the conniiittces, in aid of their eonaidcration ol'thc subject, 

(True copy.) 

signed) F. H. Prhisep, 

Secretary to Government of India. 


To the Secretary to the Bengal Government. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Offitie, IP August JS.18. 

1 . Ills Excellency the Governor, Sir William ^iieolay, directs ran to transmit to you, for 
the iiiliirniatiou of the. Supreme Government of India, the enclosed lists of casualties among 
the Indian labourers embarked on iioard the ships Laucier and Indian Oak, during the 
voyagif from Calcutta to this island, in order that the Right honourable tlic Governor- 
g;eiieral in Cbmicil may cause such uiquiiy to be made as may appear necessary, rvitli.u view 
to ascertain the cause of so many of these men having thrown themselves overboard alter 
leaving Calcutta. 

2 . Much difficulty has arisen, after the arrival of the Indian labourers at tliis port, in 
adjusting: the advances made to theiii previously to tlieir embavkatioti at Calcutta, and I 
have br'cn directed to submit the, expediency of some regulations being established by tlie 
Siqireme Government, in (wder t<.> restrict the, advance of wages within a limited jieriod, 
(not to exceed, if possible, a period which may lapse during the voyage, or at the utmost 
tliree months,) so tluit tlie labourers, iiist.ead of finding themsidves with several montlis’ 
advance of wages to work out on their arrival hci’i^, may at onee, or at h ast much earlier 
than at prcBcnt, come into tlie receipt of wages for their labour, and thus be enabled to 
provide tbemsclvcs with such comforts as they may require previously to tlieir proceetliiig to 
tlie (lifl'orcnt estates on which they are to be enqiloyed. 

;i. A regulation of this kind seems to be urgently called for in tire interests of the 
labourers, for, whatever may he the amount advanced to them, in India, few of them resem' 
any portion of it to provide for their wants on their a.i’rival here, and they are consequently, 
under tire exi,sting system, led entirely dependent on their employers, until they shall have 
worked out the period for which their wages have been jiaid in advance. 

4. I have fuithcr been instructed to request that you will draw the attention of the sluprerae 
Governnient to the propriety of witliluddiug permission fiir the erobarkution of Indians for 
this island, unless the governor's authority lor their introduction here shall have been pro¬ 
duced to the authorities in India. 

I have, &c. 

^ (signed) G, F. Pick, 

Colonial Secretary. 
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CORRESPOSmBNC® RBSEECrrmG OF 


AURITiljS. 


Tlie Honourable G. F, Dick, Esq., Colonid Secretaiy. 


Baliadors, No. 36 J|. 
Canaye, No. 130. 
Sbookuii, No. J 41 . 
Passum, No. 31. 
Tooracoceen, 
No. 191 . 


Sir, * Police Department, Port Louis, 21 July 18S8. 

I HAVE the honour to enclo^ you copies of three “ Proems Verbaux,” drawn out by the 
captain and officers of the “ Lancicr,” respecting five Indians, who are supposed to have 
thrown themselves overboard, three of them veiy early after leaiing land. 

I hare thought it right to transmit copies also to Captain Birth for tlie information of 
the relations of the deceased, as also that inquiry may be made as to the manner in which 
these individuals were engaged in Calcutta, it appearing singular that they should, at so 
early a period, have had recourse to so desperate a resolution. 

I have also directed inquiry to be. made here amongst the Indians who came down in the 
same vessel, as they had oeen distributed before I was aware of these circumstances. 


I have, &c. 

(signed) John Finnks, 

, chief Commissary of Police. 


A Bord du Lancicr, Capitaine Auhin, i\ Culpeo, Riviiire de Calcutta. 

Le 11 Mai 183S. 

Notts soussignes, capitaine, oftioiers et equipage du trois mats barque " Lancicr," cer- 
tifions que le dix Mai, mil huit cent trruite huit, ayant corapte les Indions passagers, 
cn presence des huit gardes envoyes pour les survciller, et dc Tequipage, nous nous sommes 
aper^us que les nommf's Shookim, (No. Itl), Possum, (No. :U), et looracveen, (No. 1.11,) 
laboureurs, envoyf'S il Maurice par Messieuis Tiron et Paiidele dc Calcutta, luanquaiont. 
Nous croyons que ces hoinmcs se sont jettes la nuit I'l la mer pour thcher d’attraper la terre, 
malgrf; loutes les surveillances possibles. 

En foi de quoi nous avons signe le present proces verbal, fait en duplicata, pour servir ir 
qui de droit. 

^sigue) Auhin. Joub Toris. 

JRkil. Antoinr (Maitre.) 

B. Finch. Riuce (Soucany.) 

Andxcs: Astudilu. 

(A true copy.) 

(signed) John Finuus, 

Chief Commissury of Police. 


A Bord du Lancier, Capitaine Auhin, par la latitude 20 ’ 10' N. et longitude 88" 45' Est. 


Le 13 Mai 1H38. 

Nous soussignes, capitair'., iors et equipage du trois mats barque “ Laneier,'’ cer- 
tifions que le treiae Mai, mil k .it cent trente huit, ii quatres licures et demie du 
matin, ventant belle brise de 8. 8. 0., la mer tres gro.sse, le nomrac “Catiaye,” liidien 
iaboureur (No. 120), envoye u Maurice par Messieurs Tiron et Peiidele de Calcutta, s’est 
jette i\ la mer, et ayant etc englouti de suite, nous n’avous pu lui porter secours. 

Get homme avail d«ya voulu se iettt'r h I’eau en riviere de (Calcutta, on Ten avail cmpOchc, 
et mis an fer; ayant quitte le pilote, et ne voyant plus la terre, on I’avait relhelie. 

En foi de quoi nous avoas signe le prociis verbal, fait en duplicata, pour servir ii qui de 
droit. 

(signe) Auhin. J. Toris. 

Beal. Antoine (Maitre.) 

B. Finch. ignaoe (Soucanis.) 

Andxes Astudilu. 


(A true copy.) 

(signed) John Finn/ss, 

Chief Commissarv of Police. 


A Bord du Laneier, Capitaine Auhin, en Rade de Calcutta. 

Le 2 Mai 1838. 

Nors soussign^s, capitaine, offleiers et equipage du trois mats barque “ Laneier,”' 
eerlifiions que le dc-nx Mai, mil liuit cent trente huit, ventant'forte brise de S. 0., le 
nonimt; “ Bahadou ” ludien labrmreur, (No. 26 J), envoy6 h Maurice par Messieurs Tiron 
& Pandele de Calcutta, 4tant a la Pouleime, est tombe a I’eau, et ayant coul6 de suite par 
fbice du eourant, o- vs r’avons pu4e secourir. 

En 



INDIAN LABOURERS IN TH^ MAURI'nm 
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En foi de quoi nous savons siguc le pneaent prociis verbal, feit on duplicata, pour servir A 
qui de droit. , 

(sign^) Avbin. J. Toru, 

Rial. Antoine (I\Iaitre.) 

B. findk. Niace (Soucany.) * 

Andres Astudilis. 


(A true copy.) 


(signed) John Fitiniss, ' 

Cl»ief Coiuuiissary of Police. 


The Honourable* (t. I'. Dick, Esq., Colonial Secretary. 

Sir, Police Department, Port [.ouis, 8 August 18a8. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose,.li)i' submission to his Excellency' the (lovernor, copy of 
a list of casualties amongst the Indian labourers, recently arrived by the Indian Oak, Iron) 
which it appears that ten of them jumped overboard on leaving Calcutta. 

A copy has been sent to Captain Bird). 

•I have, &c. 

(signed) John Finniss, 

Chief Commissary of Police. 


June hd, 1888, 3 p. M. —(f loolcy Buzani.) Ten men jumped overboard ; nine wqre brought 
hack by the boats, the otlicr missing; sujiposed to have sunk under the ship's stern. 

June 7lli, 1838, 30 1*. M. —(Sanger Roads.) A man was observed swimming from tlie 
ships; cleared awsiy a boat, lint being of opinion that the lives of the boat’.s crew would he 
entlanu'ered hy sending lu:r away in a strong flood tide, and S. W. Iireeze din-ing ailarknight, 
did not lower lier. 

Neither of these tne.n's uaiucs arc known ; the latter supposed to be “Secree.” 

June .‘Hh, 1838,—(Alston.) One of the coolies, named Dnllat, reported to have fallen 
overboard during the night, having left his wife at 11 p. si. to go on deck ; since which lie 
has not hccu seen. The. weather was boisterous during the night. 

August .')th, 1 M. One of the coolies, named Comollie, died from the eli’ccts ol' clironic 
dysentery. 11 a. m. Si'nt his body outsiilc the Bell buoy, and sunk it. 


(A true copy.) 


(signed) R. Rayne. 

(signed) John Finniss, 

(.Ihief Commissary of Police. 


To the Chief Secretary to Government, Bengal. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Oflicc, la September 1838. 

1. 1 UAVK had the liononr to receive and to lay before his Excellency the Governor of 
Mauritius your letter of the lllli July last, giving cover to the copy of u resolution passed 
by the President of the Council of India in Council relative to the emigration of Indian 
labourers; and requesting that, in order to sati.sf'y the Government and the public of India 
as to the condition of the Indian labourers who have been brought to Mauritius, his Excel- 
leney would allow a coinraitlee to he appointed, for the purpose, of inquiring into and 
reporting iiiwn the several points on which his Honor the Pre,siilent in Ctiuncil is desirous 
of jioBsessing information. 

2. In reply, I have been directed to request that you will assure the Supreme Government 
of India, that, a.s the protection of the Indian labourers has been an object of the Governor’s 
most anxious solicitude ever since their first introduction into Mauritius, so his Excellency 
will he ready to aflbrd to the Government and public of India tho fullest and mo.st ample 
information on all points connected with the. state and condition of the Indian lalinurcrs 
who have emigrated to this colony; and that his E.xcellency will proceed to institute in¬ 
quiries into tins subject in the manner, and by the means within his reach, best calculated 
to lead to an ascertainment of their reid sentiments and feelings with respect to their treat- 
iiuiiit here. 

!}. From the feeling that appenrs to prevail in Calcutta respecting the treatment of the 
Indian emigrants here, tind the misstatements put forth at the public meeting recently held 
tlterc on this subject, his Excellency cannot venture to hope tliat any inquiiy conducted by 
the local authorities, in conjunction with any of the servants of the East India Company 
who may by chance visit this colony, will be held, by those who agitate the question in 
Bengal, to oe either, satisfactory or convincing; and it vyould, therefore, be more agreeable 
to his Excellency the Governor, and would doubtless be ,^nore satisfactory to the, Govem- 
lUMit of India, that such an inquiry should take place in the presence of persons selected 

58. C by 
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\)y the Government of India exptissly for this pur[>ose, and unconnected, even by a' short 
previous residence, with this colony. His Excellency would, therefhre, recommend, that 
one or more offitxirs of the Indian Government, possessing a tliorough knowledge of the. 
native languages of Hengui and ,Hadras, should be uopointed in India, and be sent down 
here, for the pm’jmsc (jf nniking, in conjmirtloii with the local authorities, these and all 
other such inquiries with regaixi to the Indian emigrants as may satisfy the Government of 
India as to their true position in Mauritius. 

4. HII'.Excelleney chisires me to express his entire confidence that the result of such an 
mqniiy cannot fail to prove highly satisfactory as to the state and condition of the Indinii 
labonrers generally; and, moreover, will fyruish the Indian Government with such full and 
ileUuled information on tin; subject, as will enable them to form a corrcjit Judgment as to 
wiiether these people are eoutented with their lot, and satisfied with their general moile of 
treatraent in this colony, which liis Excellency liclieves them really to be. 

o. The Governor does not presume to say that them arc no exceptions, but whenever 
they occur, and the Indians are not slow in making them known, means are,immediately* 
taken by the public ofiicers heix; ior inquiring into and rc lressiug the grievances of which, 
either individually or collectively, they may nave to complaiu; and it w'ill, no doubt, be a 
satisfaction to tin: Indian Governmeut to know, that an ordinance is now in progress 
through tlie Council of Government here for placing the Indian labourers, by instructions 
frmu the Secrcbiry of State, under the same protective jurisdiction as was established by 
the Jlritish Parliament for the ajiprcntice population. The special Justices, upon whmn this 
<inty will tlius devolve, were some mouths ago desircil to take advantage of the tipportuni- 
ties afforded them by their visits to the apprentice,s on the different (sstate.s, to inquin* into 
the condition and state of the Indian labourers. Their reports have been transmitted to 
the Secretary of State, and, together with the papers published liy Parliament regarding the 
niiitter, furnish nincti salisfacloiy information in regard to these people, and show the 
anxiety and attention with which the Governor has watched over their interests. 

(i. fhe abuse which nii^ht have arisen out of the, transfer clause in the engagements 
entered into in India has hitherto l>ccn efPeetually provided against by a local regulation, 
which requires that no transfer shall take place without the free consent of the Indians 
themselves, given before a police officer, and unless it be shown that the transfer will not be 
pre|udieial to them it cannot have the Governor’s sanction, and witliout that sanction fhe 
transfer cannot be considered le<ral, or .be acknowledged by any public officer. To make 
this regulation more formal, a clause of the same kind has been introduced into the pro- 
jaised orrlinancc, by " 'cich it is enacted, that the services of the Indian emigrants cannot 
be ceded or trunsfciicii without their own express consent, and the concurrence and appro¬ 
bation of tile magistrate having jurisdiction in the district where they arc employed, after 
he shall have assured hitpself that such transfer is not unfavourable to the emigrants. 

7. With respect to their treatment on board ship, tlic Governor fears tliat iiolhinef can be 



E.xcellency has caused iiistraetions to be given to'the proper officers to inquin; into and 
report upon the treatment which the Indian labourers have exjiericnccd in every ship which 
may arrive here with emigrants on board. Much, however, ho conceives may be done in 
India by a strict attention ffe ••ccommodation and the provisions, medicines. See. jiro- 
vided for the voyage, which shottiu Oe continued up to the latest possible period previous to 
fhe vessel’s departure, so as to prevent, as lar as practicable, any misappropriation of any 
part of these stores or provisions by landing them again before sailing, 
fi. With reference to my former communications on this matter, Ins Excellency the. 
(iovernor has directed me totlrafv the attention of the Government of India to some of ihe 
evils which, there is hut too much reason to apprelieud, are extensively practised in Bengal, 
notwilbstaudino-the zealous and praiseworthy vigilance which appears to have been exer- 
(■i-'<‘d by the officer charged with the superintendence of this branch of pfdiee duty in Cal- 
< ati.!'., and with tbc executiou of the ordinances passed by the Supreme Governmeut on 
ibis subject. The promised advance of wages, it is to be feared, is not laithfally accounted for 
to the emigrant; also that false descriptions have been given them, us well of the place (hey 
were going to, as of the nature of their employment there; and that there are instances in 
which Indians liave been hm-ried on board ship, with whom no engagement had ever been 
made. It is to be observed, however, that such occitrrence.s are confined to Bengal, and 
that similar complaints have not been made by the Indians from the Madras territory. In 
some cases the proper allowance of food for the voyage has not licen jirovided, medical 
iaspection has not taken place previous to embarkation, nor medical attendance been liir- 
iiished during the voyage. The couaequence has been, that ve,ssel8 on their arrival hero 
have been subjected to quarantine, sometimes of cousideiable duration, and the Indian 
emigrants expeised to ail the inconvenience and misery of protracted confinement on board 
a crowded vessel. 

1 have, jcc. 

(signed) . Geo. F. JJiek, 

Colonial Secretary. 
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Mr. Special Justice Campidl. ' 

Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 18 October 183a/ , 

1 . In pureuance of the suggestidns of hjs Honor the President iu Coiuicil at Fort Wil¬ 
liam, that “ tlie governors of the colonies to which Indian lahouiers have been extensivclv 
ciuried should bo requested t<* appoint committees, including one or more Indian civil 
or military servants, or other persona who may be able to coiuhiunicate personally,ytjith the 
labourere, and to ascertain wiiether they are contented vvitli their lot, and satisfieti iiritli the 
manner iu which the contracts with them have in general been fulfilled by the parties to 
whom consigned, and for whom their serviciis were engaged,” 1 have his Excellency the 
Governor’s directions to acquaint you, that lie has been ^neased to select you for this duty, 
in which you will be assisted by the special magistrate of each section of the different dis¬ 
tricts of the island. 


MAURIttUJS. 


2. His Excellency has further requested the only sei-vants of the East India Ckanpany 
known to be now here, viz. Captain Forbes and Mr. T. Hugon, to associate themselves wito 
you and tilt special justices, and to form a committee for this purpose. 

3. The object of this inquiry being to obtain such accurate information with respect to 
tile treatment of the Indian labourers in this colony as may tend to satmly the Govenuuent 
and the public of India as to their leal statu uigl condition here,, it wifi be requisite that 
you should, in conjunction with the otlier members of the committee, visit Uie several 
establishments and estates in the town of Pori Louis, and in the country ilistricis, on 
which Indian labourers are employed; ami that you should, by personal eommuuication 
witli the Indians, endeavour to ascertain tln-ir leal sentiments and feelings on the follow'iuy 
jsiints” 

Whethei- tlicy are .satisfied witli the maimer iu wliieh their emjiloyers, or those acting 
under the orders of their employers, have fulfilled the eugagemeuts'eutered into witli the 
Imliaiis. 

Wliethcr they arc satisfied as to the quiiiitity, quality, and de-criptiou tif the food pro¬ 
vided for them by their employers ; the regular payment of the stipulated amount of tlieir 
wages; tlie lumrs of labour; and, generally, with their mode of lieatment. 

You will also ascertain from their masters, wliat areaugemeiits liave been made by them 
for the faithful execution of that part of the engagement under which the Indiana arc 
untitled to a li-eo passage back to their own country upon the exyiiratiou of their contract, 
or from inability to work, through sickness, accident, or other cause. 

4. Oi these and many other points which may suggest themselves to the committee, as 
tending to establish the real state and condition of the Indian hiboui'crs in this colony, it is 
desirable that the most accurate information should be obtained '; and to assist the ccin- 
iiiittec in that respect, 1 have the lioaoiir to enclose a copy of the injunctions laid upon all 
persons who obtain permission from this Government to introduce Indian labourers, ami of 
the rules established iu Hcngal for the gra,iit of permits there. 

;■>. It will la; your duty to explain to tlm Indians tile rights ami privileges whicli they 
possess as free subjects iu this colony, and tin; course they have to yiursiie to oiitaiu redress 
if aggrieved. And it being desirable that the eiiiplojors should be present when this is 
done, you will lie pleased to make a comuumieation to them to that eft’ect previouslv to 
entering into the e.vplauation witli the Indians. 

(i. It is further ndvisabli*, that you shouhl take every opynjitimily whicli may oeciir iu 
the course of this duty to impress upon the Indians the expediency ol'depositiiu* their 
money in the savings .hank, as there is but too mucli reason to apprehend, that in several 
instances crimes have l.a'en committed from a kmiwledge among their eoinrades of their 
carrying their money about their persons, as is the practice, in India. 

I have, &c. 

isigned) fif. F. Dick, ,• 

Colonial Secretaiy. 


* f'olonial Secretaiy’s Office, 1 3 October 1 83 S. 

1. Tun houounible the President in Council of Bengal, with a view to aalisfv the Govern¬ 
ment and public of India with regard to the state and condition of the Indiiui labourers 
employed m this colony, has suggested to his Exeellcncy the Governor, that a committee, 
should be appointed, including one or more Indian civil or military st;ruinte, brother jier- 
soiis residing in the colony, who may be able to oominuiiicate personally with the Indian 
labourers, for the jmrjiose of ascertaining from the Indiaiis themselves whether they are 
contented with their lot, and satisfied with the manner in which tlio contract with them has 
been fulfilled by their I'lnployers here, for whom tlieii' sei'vices were engaged in India; and 
specifically to report on the facilities' afibivied for tlicir return to f lieir own country when 
their engagements may expire, or from inability to work through sickness, accident, or other 
cause, the labourers may be entitled to a free passage bsfk to India. 

5^- C 2 . And 



[A'WW^ySi ' '.3. AwlhiS'Blt^litecy ^vmgatoC!l«l«4=;iijvthk-«agfe»tioi3ij'l'haTO''re<^veid'',iltfr4irtetiqns 
, to inquire whether jrau art dfepos^sd to becsorate a itteniSeroif the ettmedittoe to he fwmeij for 
.this'p«qM>«e.' ' ; ■■'' -C ■ ■' 4 

■I ■ ' ' ■ '. I have, &Ov ■ 

. Captain ForbeSj Bengal Army. (signed) G. F, S)ici, 

T. Jflugon, Esq., Bengal Service. Colonial Secretary. 

J. T^ Jinry, Esq., Madras Civil Servicat 


^’he Special Justice Campbell. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 27 October 1888. „ 

1. Rkpebsino to my lettor of the ISth instant, I have the honour to acquaint you that 
Mr. Bury, of the Madras.,Civil Service, has been requested to assist in the inquiry about to 
be instituted into the state and condition of the Indian labourers in this colony, and you 
will therefore be pleased to give him notice of the day you purpose entering upon the 
inquiry. * 

S. In addition to the several points of inquiry adverted to in my letter above-mentioned, 
I have his Excellency the Governor's directions to request that the Committee will ascertain 
whether the several bands of Indiana remain in the employ of those for whose service they 
were originally imgaged ; whether all or slny portion of them have been transferred from 
one master to another since their arrival in the colony; and, if so, whether such transfer has 
been made with their consent, and with that of the Governor. Also, whether any of the 
Indians have been hired out by the masters for whom they have come here. 

I have, &c. 

• (signed) O'. F. .Dick, 

Colonial Secretary. 


The Chief Secrctaij to Government, Bengal. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 29 October l^.'S^, 

1. I liAvis the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th June last, 
expressing the desire of the Bengal Government to he informed of the return to Calcutta 
of any Indian la,bour who may have been shipjied there under permit, especially in cases 
where they gre re-i'ioiiarked at this island for alleged misconduct; and I liave his Excel¬ 
lency tile Governor’s directions to acquaint you that instructions to that effect were imme¬ 
diately given to the cliief^coimnis.sary of the police, and he has stated in reply, as you will 
perceive by the accompanying copy of his letter, that such iv return, sl.ating the cause why 
Indian labourers arc sent back to Calcutta, is regularly forwarded to Cajitain Birch. 

2. Great difficulty is expeiienccd in obtaining good men for police giiarils in the. present 
transient state of tlie. population of this colony; and it has been suggested to the Governor 
that suitable persons might be obtained in India for that duty, llis Eviudlonc.y directs mo, in 
consequence, to request that authority may be given to engage, 10, or 12 of the (lolice jitmns 
of Calcutta for tlie scivice of this Goverament, and to semi them dovvn by an early oppor¬ 
tunity. Tile chief commi. i. jf \,’’l communicate, witli Captain Birch, in regard to the 
nature of the police duty hi*i^ luo description of men required, and the rate of remu¬ 
neration. 

1 have, &e. 

(.signed) G. F. Dick, 
Colonial Secretary. 


To the Chief Secretary to Governme nt, Bengal. 

,Sir, Cidonial Secretary’s Office, .*11 Oi'.tober 18.38. 

1. WiTB reference, to the communication under date the 12th September, which, by 
direction of liis Exeellcney the Governor, 1 had the honour to make to you in answer to 
your letlcr of the 11th July Ihst, I liave‘'to acquaint you, for the information of his Honor 
the Pi’csident in Council at h'ort William, that, pursuant to the desire expressed in the 
resolution of 11th .Inly 18:iH, a committee has been appointed to inquire into the slate and 
condition of the Indian labourers who have emigrated to this island, and to report upon the 
several points on which the Government of India is desirous of iKissessing information in 
regard to them. 

2. From file nature of their njipointrnents and duties, his F.xcollency Sir William Nicolay 
conceived fhal the special imigistrates, alluded fo in the fifth paragraph of my lettei' to you 
'■if the 12th Sept'-mber, would bo tlic most proper of the focal authoritie.s to carry on the 
inquiry; and from armmg them he has selected Mr. Special Justice Campbell, from his 
])er.sonul aequaintanee with the habits of the Coast Indians and their language, to preside 
mer the commitb'.e, which will be composed, besidi's, of the magistrate of eacit district, and 
of sdl the Indian officers now in Mauritius; vi/.. 

.1. T. Bury, Esq. Assistant Collector of fJie Northern Division of Arcot. 

Captain Forties, 16th Regiment Bengal Native iniimtry. 

F. llugon, l .iiq. Sub-assistant to the Coinmissibncrs of Assam. 


3. The 




, 3-' 'The G(#v:emor.ha« ,afe8ired. tee-lO'-'llWiiini' a ^Ml»f^)|kftnttstn»^tba* 

Campbell ion tbe i^casitm, ii^JarsMrfio^ of tb9,B«»l GnVwimenV M fO'i 

to you that the committe*! has eat^ upon the inquiiy by an investigation % 

and condition of the Indian labourers in the Port Louis tiistiict. ., i 

4 . In fnrtherenco of the object which the Indian Government bas in view ijt ' to< 
these people, his Excellency requests that you wi|I submit to the Honoiuftblo the, Potent 
of India m Council tlic expediency of the lettere from the emigrants to their iM^oBS ip 
India being allowed to pass free of postage. Already the chief commissary of pice here 
has been authorized to receive and deliver, free of charge, all such letters, and he has made 
a communication to that effect to the Calcutta magistrate who has the superintendence of 
the natives who emigrate from thence; but as a free intercourse by letter between the 
Indians in the island and their families in Bengal would be a certain and effectual means of 
making known to that class of the natives most concerned the real and true condition of the 
labourers in Mauritius, the Governor trusts tJiiit the Bengal Government will concur in tins 
proposed measure, and give instructions accordingly for the exemption from postage of all 
the lettei| of the Indians who have emigrated to tins island. 

5 . In conclusion, his Excellency requests me to repeat his recommendation, tltat oilicers 
specially selected should be sent here from India to witness and report on the state and 
condition of the labourers in Mauritius, and that the proceeding's of tire present committee 
should .not in any way interfere with such further investigation. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) G, F. Dick, Colonial Secretary. 


The Honourable G. F. Dick, Colonial Secretary. 

Sir, Port Louis, 2 November 1838. 

The committee of inquiry on tlic condition of Indian labourers pt this colony being about, 
in a few days, to proceed on its tour through the island, we beg the favour of your iiiform- 
tug us w'bethcr the government of Mauritius wffl furnish us with the means of transport 
and other expenses, or grant us an adequate allowance, for the same. 

We have, &e. 

(signed) Ihtgnn. 

Burt/. 

J. I'. Forbes. 


Messrs. Ihujon, Bury, and Forbes. 

Gentlemen, Colonial Secretary’s OSice, 12 Novemfrer 1838. 

Having laid before his'Excellency the Governor your letter of the 2 d instant, requesting 
to be informed whether, as lucnibcrs of the committee of inquiry on the state and condition 
of the Indian labourers in tins colony, you are to he furnished with the means of transport, 
or whether any adequate allowance will be made to you on that account, 1 have been 
directed to stu.te to you that the inquiry now in progress having been instituted at the 
recommendation of the Bengal government, and such of the East India Company’s servants 
as might be on the spot Appointed members of the committee at the e^ipress desire of his 
Honor the President lu Council, it does not appear to his Excellency that it rests with the 
government of this colony to bear any exjiense attending sucli uominations. 

I have, however, been directed to inform you that liis Excellency will have nd objections 
to your receiving such advaiici's fi-om the colonial^ funds as you may find necessary to cover 
the expense to which you may have been subjected in tlie execution of this duty, leaving it 
to yon to adjust this matter at the respective Presidencies to which you are attached. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) G. F. Dick, Colonial Secretary. 


To the Committee of Inquiry on tile Indian Labourers. 

Gentlemen, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 12 November 1838. 

His Excellency the Governor being desirous that the Indian emigrants here should 
understand that arrangements have been made for facilitating their communications with 
their friends and relations in India, 1 have been directed to request that you will intimate, 
as well to the masters ns to the Indian labourers on the several estates ami establishments, 

c 3 ' tliat 



jiALnaTius. 

. . — 


j8 coreespondence respecting emplot^ent 

that flicir letters, on being sent to the chief commissaiy of pdBee at Pottf KiJhHa, twU te 
forwarded Ky him td their destination; and that you will impress upoii .tj^Saijts^ 
advisabltaiess of giving every facility towards such communicationa. . ‘ ‘ - . 

I have, &c. , ' .js'--.' 

(signed) Cr. i^. JOicS, Colonial Secretary. 


The Honourable G. F. Dick, Colonial Secretary. ^ . 

, . Port Louis, Ip November I8p8. 

t\ B liave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of. your letter of ycsterrlajr's. date, in 
answer to our application lor travelling allowance, stating that, from the cfrcuiAstaaee of 
our having been appointed tnembers of the present committee of inquiry at the express 
desire ol his Honor tlie President in Council ot Bengal, it does not appeal’ to liis Excel¬ 
lency that it rests with tlie government of this Colony to bear any expense attending such 
uuminalions, but that his Excrlleiu’y will have no objections to our receiving the necessary 
advances from the colonial funds, leaving us to adjust tlie matter at our respective 
1‘residencics. 

In reply tve beg to state, that not having liecu directly appointed in .Ceneral Orders by 
the Indian Goyemment, we oi-e under some ujqirchensiou tliat the government of our 
resjiective Presidencies would not atmnd to our individual applications- for travelling 
expenses, which (with leferenee to the high rate of the hire of conveyances, &c. in the 
colony) we find would amount to about SOs. each per diem; to enable us, therefore, to 
perform the duty of visiting the districts throughout the island, we beg lyspcctfully to 
submit til Id, in drawing on the colonial funds for that amount, it may be distinctly under¬ 
stood, tluit in the event of the Indian Goverumenti declining to a,<ljust it with us, we may 
not bo held in any way personally responsible for the same, as we cannot be expected, in 
udditioii to the tender of our services for this duty, to be liable to incur pecuniary risk. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Jiurj/, I Mcmben 

Hunon., J. of 

J. VillUrs JPorteSjJ Committee. 


The Honourable G. F. Dick, Colonial Secrctarj'. 

^ir> * Port Louis, 13 November 1838. 

Wb have tlie honour to forward, for submission to hi.s Excellency the Govonior, our 
(iroceodings up to the. 7tli insu nf, wi ch complete our investigation of 31 establishments in 
Port Louis. 

‘2. We beg to state that the committee thought it umiecessary to visit those places where 
a less luiniber than 10 Indians were employed, as such could only be considered in the light 
of domestic servants. 

.3. The olistract of the proceedings will show where some interference may be necessary, 
with regard to the accommodation, medical treatment, and time allowed to the Indians for 
tliei’ meals. 

4. Any further remarks, at the present stage of our inquiry, would be premature; we 
cannot, bowever, but express the Iiopc, that in the plantations we may meet with as few 
exceptions to the general good trealmeRt of tile Indian labourers as have hitlierto come 
under the observation of the eoinmittoe. 

We have, &c. 

(signeil) C. M. Campbell. 

T. flvgon. 

G. Viliiers Forbes. 

W. Bury, 
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irotttinent . N<) 
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u more Itnaltliy 
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“ June 1838,241 21 


- - Everything 9a- 
tib&ctory. A<icow4 
inixlutions at pre¬ 
sent luther 4’{>iw 
Hiied;lmt they are 
to Ik* oiUargsd. 


-■CoBiplfthiofin- • - In 
mitfioit’ucy of time »jKjet*i i 
allowed for mtulH. tlntiod. 
Tliey work from 
daylight till siin- 
sot. 


• - In other re- 
»jKjet*i they are hu- 


• - Quito iatisfied 
and contented. 

--Airlflingooiu- - - l« till other 
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- - CtuMpialii of - -'rUi* remnijidpr 
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helow their apart- tho fooil, tlicy had 
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tflvc; alboofwork- tl»o curry jxjwdor. 
ing often till 9 > 


12 Mr. Wilaon - Ardutoct 


.r«ly 1837 & 
June 1838,07 


-- Quite satisfioil 
ami contcnti'd. 
And tliej' even 
said, they would, 
after re-vlsltiug 
India, return with 
Uielr familh'H to 
serve Mr. Wilson. 
{emtinned) 
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Ko 
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From 
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1 

1 From 
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fi 

fr. 

i 

§. 
s8 
•s ® 

Pa 
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If 
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ShS 

«w 
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=■1.1 
iK iSH 

where the 
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IS 
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t 

- -s Catt'.'.e4tii- 
blialimBQt; 

(let. 18S7,10 
Ang.ldSS.SS 
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' 

4 


3 

! 

• * Some eight, or 
uino eomplain&d 
of boiog... beaten 
by tiic overseto’. 

- - ?ti all other re¬ 
spects the men on 
this establishmcut 
wore perfectly «a* 
tisded. They would, 
oil iiteir return to 
India, speak fa- 
^ oitrably of llu* is- 
(and, and some 
would n'tnrn with 
ttunr families. 

14 

Ms8wa.T,ucas aad 
J^esiour. 

Visltc'lon WNoy. 

Arcliltocf* 

Oct]H;i7,10 


Morcli • 20 
IMay - 20 

W> 


- 

S 



- Satisfied in every 
respect. Five men 
Iiave money in the 
savings bank, one 
to tli(' amount of 
lot) Be. One man 
hail served six 
yi!«ra at Bourbon, 
returned to Co- 
rirqrhee, and rn- 
engaged for the 
MaoritlYis, bring¬ 
ing Ids wife wlV.i 
him. 


Mr. Houct* 

Arcliitfict 



Si'j.?.lft3d,20 

20 

2 



*" 


- - Thu nmn appear 
to be in goo<] 
health, eontented. 
and satisfied. 

10 

Ml'. Ocuffiiiy 

- ditto - 

Feb. 1H37, Ifi 
Aug.lWW, 13 

• 

?.fav - F3 

Jutiu > 12 

54 

it 


3 

- 

- The lU'iipfAl men 

coTiiplainodofUav- 

Ing received only 
iM'ven rupee* out 
ofaix n]ontJi>’ ud- 
vanre made to 
thoin in Calcutta, 
wheroaa the Coast 
Wien have received 
tUcirfuUBmoiitlis' 
pay in advance. 

• - Tho men appear 
lobe in general con¬ 
tented with iheir 
condition. 

17 

mont k Ctt. 

Visited im MU Xov. 

- - Curt, esta- 
blialiiiieul. 

.'3 
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1 

1 

1 

. 

- - 'ilie Indians on 
this establishment 
arc eontent, and 
Hat'iHficdwilli their 
Hituution ill every 
resp^ict, and would 
speak favotiruidy 
of the ishunl. 

IS 

Ml. Mau - 

Arclutcrt 

! 

S.‘pt.l«3;4, 1) 

, 
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- - Tliey arc »nti#“ 
fied, and appear in 
good health, and 
would speak hi- 
vonrably of th* 
island. 

19 
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BlucksoiitU • , 

1 

i 

i 

1 

Oct ir:w, u 



9 


1 




- - For the aiiort 
time they liave 
been here, 20 days, 
they have had no 
rmson to coni' 
plnin. 

SO 

Mr. raillnuU 

litikvf * - ^ 

j 



acpt.l«3B,U 
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” 

-Tlioyarfclwahhy, 
rontented, and 
would speak fa- 
vouruldy of the Is¬ 
land. 

SI 

Mr. terdi'i'iis 

' 

Tidmceonifit -; Julj'lSfW, U 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 ■ 
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1 

1 

1 
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• - Complftined of 
having received 
ouly seven nijmeu 
out of their six 
months* advance 
nt Kedgeree, and 
aoirio of them dj<l 
not like the cli* 
muto. One was 
sickly'looking. 

--They have never 
had eiMisu to eom- 
plftbi of their inas- 
tifr, and art* in very 
good laalth, with 
ouu cxe.eptiou. 

1^' 

Nr, J. T„ Rvisiud 

ArcliItt'Cl - j 
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l-'cS.l8SH,13 

IS 

I 

i 
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--Tnie men appear 
veiy well satisfied 
and coutc^nted i 
would speak fil- 
voumbly of the is¬ 
land, and on tiioir 
rotnrn bring their 
families with them. 
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where the 
I'^af^rriiHUta 
Jiiive IkK'n 
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Mb Latoor 


- - Cart esta- d8cpt.l898, 
blishmeiit. ! 'i^i 


5^‘pt.&()et. 1 lOiJl 
70: 


34 


Mr. DesWcO* - 


ditto • 


Fcb.&Sept. 
1838 - H 


25 


Visited Otli Not. 
Mr. p'Estan^ - 


- - 8(Avengor I 

establishment. 1 


Mr. Mark'tle • j Architect 


30 


Mr. ilcattvsis 


Mr. .lurry, visited 
7lh Nov* 


Brouard 
and lAgerac. 


Messrs, llcouud k 
Co. 

* 


Mr. rjiriftiu 


InlB3I, SO 


U 


Ma.vie38,40 72 


ditto- -'Aug. 1838,13 


Baker - -1 July 1838, 2» 


-- Cart TOta-1 Aug.1838,13 
blishnient. 


Botchers 


Coaclimakcr 


Total - 


Jnlyl838, U 
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- 'May 1838,12 
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-yiySRie WKm claim 
^ , BUd s 
from the datu of 
tlu'ir Hftlling from 
the coast, wh(*re- 
us tju! ('ugagomeut 
sperifi.-d from the 
date of ihf lr arri- 
. 

- - They Imd rr^ 
crirwl only s<‘Vrn 
rtipees of ifnjJr six 
moiitbs* udvaneo 
bi ('ulcutta, and 
eompiamed that 
liie money allow¬ 
ed ilieiu, iu lien 
of ghee mid other 
urtieles, was in- 
sulBtik’ nt. 


* • Out »if six 
iiBjntlts* wages, 
which they ought 
to have received 
in huiia, at five 
rupees each, lJu'y 
only received »<** 
YOU mpees. 

- ditto - ditto - 


• - r.omplain of 
having reoeived 
only six mp(X'8, 
out of the 30 ru¬ 
pees said tobojinid 
them,ill Cnlcuttu, 
ill iid^uncofor six 
months’vwgua,. 


- ♦ Tl4*c>‘i^04l only 
seven nipi'es ou 
Imurd tJie ship, at 
KiidycrBc, out of 
30, wild to be six 
monlJts'pny inud- 

viiiice. 


- - TlM‘y were in 
other vcfipwts 
Usfli'd. 


- - The appearanco 
of the mm spaks 
favourably of their 
good treatment; 
and their employ*^ 
er inteiHls giving 
them gliKe, kc. iti 
lieu of ibo money. 


- • niry are j'er- 
hotly satisfied 
with theiremploy- 
(T, and witli tbo 
lelitfid: aud sumo 
would, on iJu‘ ex¬ 
piration of their 
eugageiiieuts, re¬ 
new their cnulract. 
llifi SSI from Bom¬ 
bay, afhjr iwfving 
tliflir thiK', W‘ot*w- 
cd tludr contract 
twice, at inereused 
wages, from ax to 
eight, and from 
figlit to ten ru]>(«s 
a month. 

-•The. nieu appear 
ingotid lt<‘n)th and 
satisfied,and would 
.•'peak Well of tiio 
ishind. 

• - Tiiey have bad 
no cause to com¬ 
plain of their 
master. 


- • They nre aatis- 
tlcd. and would 
.'ilM'ttk favourably 
of the island. 

- - They have no- 
Uung to complain 
of, and ap})ear in 
good ikCttUh .•inett 
their arrival. 


- - Tlie men are sa- 
(iHllt-d and healthy. 
Would recunmiend 
their frlenda to en¬ 
gage with their 
present «iuploy<YKf 

- • Siitiatled wltli 
their ]ua«tor in 
every respect, wJmj 
sapplicstliem witli 
eight dlilhrcut ar- 
tlcIcH of food, aad 
uot included in t)ie 
eugagement. 


JVofe.—On a reference to this Abstract, it will be observed, tliat the men from Calcutta Jiavo hvuTiaWy complained of having been dcfrendcd of a 
ercat portion of tlmir six months’ wagci^ said to Uavp been advanced to thorn; wldcJi iduuueful above will doubtless call for the Interienmcc aud pro¬ 
tection of the BcujipU Government. 

The immberof deaths since their arrival appears (o be about 3^ per cent. 

(signed) 
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C. 3/. CamphelL 

T. HufftiUk 

J. VUlian Forl/ei. 
n-'. Bury, 














WAURltlUS. 


CORgES'PpKI^Eto RjSSPEC??W 'OP, 


' : 'i : ■Qijeries to<heEmiiloyer.>'':'■*. 

I liW S / . 1 . ' 

l.~What are the number of Indian labourers on the estabfislimettt, and from what parte 
of India introduced, and at what periods? ' ■■ 

^ 2.—Have you any ludiRns obtained here by transfo; hw many and from whom ? 

S^Was tlie transfer sanctioned by Government ? • 

4,'—What is the number of deaths that have occurred since their arrival ? 

' ,V—What is the nniilber of sick now in Imspital, and how many are absent without 

leave? 

e,—What has been the monthly average of sickness and of absence? 

7. —Have any of the engagtiraents entered into by you with Indian labourers already 

expired; how many of the men have renewed their contract, and how many baverfeturned to 
India? , ■ • 

8. —Have any of them deposited money in your hands; how many have done it, and how 
mud), of their pay <lo they thus save yearly ? 

a ,—Ijiavc you acquainted them with the existence of a savings bank; do you know of 
any objections on their part to deposit their money there? 

10. —Do they frequently communicate with India by letter, and, if so, through what channel 
are those letters scut ? 

11. —Do a))v of the labourers receive letters from India? 


Questions to tlie Indian Labourers. 

1. —Whether they are satisfied with the performance of the engagemeul on the part of 
their employer, a!.. ’ do they clearly understand its conditions ? 

2. —Whctltei they receive tbeii pay regularly, or is any deduction made from it, and on 
what account ? 

.^._Whethc.l• they are satisfied witli the quantity and quality of provisions furnished 
them ? 

4 . —Whether the quantity of clothing and other articles furnished is according to the 
iigrceinent ? 

5 . —Whether the hours of labour, the tinu; allowed for meals, are acconling to the ugrtK- 

meiit; whether subjeett'd to any lab'air beyond their strength, for which they iiad not engaged 
themselves i . " 

6. —.Whetlier in sickiu.s'- ifrey receive pro})er medical attendance ? 

7. _Whclher they understand that they are to bo provided with a passage back to India, 
free of expense, at the. expiration of their engagement ? 

s.- -Whetlier they were originally engaged ui India on account of their present employer, 
or transferred to him by other parries? 

9 . —Whether such transfer 1ms been made with tlie authority of Government, and with 

their free consent? ^ 

10. —Whethcr any of them are hired out by tlieir masters, and whether aware of the rate 1 

11. —Whether they arc aware of the course they have to Mow to obtain redress when 
aggrieved by tlieir masters or others? ■ 

12. —Whether they find it easy to ctoiTespond with their friends in India; through what 
channel they send them, and whether they .have received answers in return? 

13. ^—Whether they deposit their savings with their employers, or have them in their own 
keepings or whether aware of the existence of a savings bank, and of its allowing an interest 
of'> per cent.'on the money dopsited ? 

14 . —Whether from the manner in which they are treated in Mauritius, they would, after 

their return to India, feel themselves warranted in recommending their countrymen engagmg 
on similar tenns ? ■■ 



INDUN IN THE MiURitlUs! 33 

Proceedings ofa Commiftee of Inquiry on the State and Condition of the Indian Labourers 
employed in tlie Mauritins, ordered to assemble by Ids Excellency the Governor, and com¬ 
posed of the under-mentioned officers: 

Mr. Special Justice Campbell, of Flacq. 

Mr. Special Justice Anderson, of Port Louis. * If 

J. F. feiiry. Esq,, Madras Civil Service. _ 

T. Hugon, Esq,, Sub-Asastant to the Commissi' in /Vssam. 

V. Forbes, Esq,, Captain, iSth Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, ' 

The committee having assembled at 11 a. m. on the SDth OctoW 1838, proceeded to the 
establishment of Mr. Worthington, and to the annexed questions to the employers and 
labourers the foUo'wing answers were given: 


No. 1.—EwpLOVEits’ Answeks. 


1. —130 from Coringhee, introduced on tlic 
20th June 11437 , and 87 from Bengal on the 
l&tli January 1838, 

2. —None. " 

3. —None. 

4. —14. 

—10 sick, and five absent without leave, 
fl.—From 10 to 12. 

7. —None. See Answer to No. 1. 

8. —Four only, to the extent of 00 to 120 
rupees. 


0.—^Tliis was explained to tliein in the pre¬ 
sence of the committee; not aware of any 
particular objection to tlieir depositing money 
m the savings bank. 

10. '—The Coringhee people have been in 
communication with their friends by means 
of tl le vessel ib which they arri ved, and which 
has been trading to and from Coringhee ever 
since. 

11. —.'jometimes. 


Answers from Indian Labourers. 


1. —^They arc satisfied, and understand tlie 
conditions s«;t forth in the agreement. 

2. —^'fhey are regularly paid, and deduc¬ 
tions made in accoiTlance to the agreement. 

3. —Yes, they arc. 

4. — Yes, they are clothed. 

.■i.—They do not complain. 

C.— Receive proper medical attendance. 

7.—Tliey unuei-stand that they are to be 
provided with a passage back, but the agree¬ 
ment of the Coringhee men ditter, they hav¬ 
ing to pay for their passage. 

-Originally engagccT for their present 


8.—Not applicable, 

10 . —^'fhey answer negatively. 

11. —They are aware where to apply for 
redress. 

12. —-Tlie Coringhee men alone have writ¬ 
ten and received letters. 

13. —Four only have deposited money with 
theii' cniploycr; none in the savings bank, 
the nature of which was explained to them. 

14. —They have nothing to comjilain of the 
island, and would liave no objection to return 
to it. 


8 .' 

employer. 

Tlie. only thing to be. noticed in this establishment i.s, that the engagement with the Co- 
ringliec men is difi’erent from all the others, they having to pay their passage back, and a 
deduction fi-oin their pay being made in consequence. 


No. 3.—Second Day’s Proceedings ; 30 October 18.38.^ 
Mr, JoserJt Diori, Bakery. 


1 . —22 from Bengal in October 1837, and 
nine from the coast in Februaiy 1838. 

2. —Eight out of the. 22 from Bengal was 
transferred to him by Mr. Worthingtem. 

3. —Yes, with the sanction of Govei-ament. 

4. —One. 

&.—None sick or absent. - 


0.—jI.s many as n f liird of the whole num- 
Ijer on their first arrival, but latterly none. 

7. —Nong. 

8. —None, 

y.—No. 

J(».—One of the coast men wrote and for 
warded the letter by a Lascar. 

11.—-Not to his knowledge. 


Answers from the Indian Labourers. 


1Affirmatively. 

2. —Yes, they do, 

3. —Yes, they arc, 

4. —1'hey arc to receive it next mouth, 

—They do not (U>inplaiu. 

fi,—Receive medical uttendtuicc. 

7. —Yes, they do. 

8. “Originally engaged for Mr. Diort;, 
with the exception of nine who were trans¬ 
ferred by Mr. Worthington. 

9. —Yes, with their consent, and the sanc¬ 
tion of Government. 

10 . —None. 

11. —Affirmatively. 

58 - 


12 . —Yes, one maji has written; none of 
tlic others have done so, or received letters. 

13. —They spend all tlieir money, and were 
not aware of the existence ofa savings bank. 

14. —The majority are satisfied vvith the 
island.,,' Niue of the Bengal men have e.v- 
pressed discontent at every tl»iug. From the 
appearance of the men, and on examination, 
the committee are of opinion that the discon¬ 
tent is not owing to the uon-performance of 
any part of the engagement, but to some 
injudicious interlerence with their preju¬ 
dices, by making them cook tlieir food' in 
the same place with the apprentices and In¬ 
dians of low caste. 

1 ) 2 


*MArRITItJS. 
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MAUiUTlUS. 

No. 3,-^Messrs. Caron ^ Co,, Boat Establishment. 

. 1 ..^48 men from Coringhee in Jume 18.38, themselves for a day or two on re<JJeviiig their 
and S2 ftom Poadiclierry in November 1837. pay. ■ ^ 

3.-4®one. ' 7.-.*Not a| 4 iUcabk. 

3. :2Not applicable. 

4. ~Three death.s (one accidentaUy poi- , 30 rupees 

ioued himself). . —Yes, some, of them have done so, and 

5. —Iff sick; none absent. send their Icttcys through hhngenerally. 

6. —About 12 j some occasionally absent IJ.—Yes, they have received aliswers. 


Answers from the Indian Labourers. 


1. —Satisfied. 

2. —Yes, they receive their pay regularly. 

3. —Perfectly satisfied. 

4. —^'rUey receive clothing ac<;prding to the 
agreement, 

5—-They do not complain. 

6. —Yes, they do. 

7. —Yes, they do. 

8. “Originally engaged for their present 
employer. 

t>.~Not applicable. 

10.—They are not hired out, but have al¬ 
ways worked with their present employer. 


111—Yes, they are aware where to apply 
for redress. . 

12.—Yes, they have written and received 
answers througn the agency of a native 
trader, and also through their employer. 

IS.—One nism has deposited 30 rupees in 
the savmgs hank, .and many others have 
small sums in their own keeping; the nature 
of the savings bank has been properly c.v- 
plained to them, and they appear disposed to 
take advantage of it. 

14.—They would on their return to India 
strongly recommend their countrymen to en¬ 
gage for the Mauritius. 


The committee having inspected the accommodation for the Indian labourers, are of 
opinion that, with the addition the employer proposes to make, the men will be well lodged. 
The sick are well taken care of, and there is a proper hospital in the establishment. The 
general app(;arati< i- uf tlie men is satisfactory. 


No. 4,—Messrs. P. Duclos ^ Co., Sail Makers. 


1. —10 from Pondicherry arrived in Decem¬ 
ber 1837. 

2 . —None, 

3. —Not applicable; 

4. ~None. 

6.—None sick; none absent. 

0.—One. 


7. —Not applicable. 

8. ~Nonc. 

B.—Never; not being aware of its exist¬ 
ence. 

10. —No, not to my knowledge. 

11 . —Not to my knowledge. 


Answers from the Indian Labourers. 


1. —Are satisfied. ,~ 

2. —Are paid regular. 

3. —Satisfied. 

4. —Yes, they receive clothing. 

fi.—Have not sufficient time allowed them 
for their meals, and work from daylight to 
sunset. 

6. —llcceivc medical attendance when sick. 

7. —Yes, they are aware. 

8. —Were originally engaged for their pre¬ 
sent employer. 

0. —Not applicable. 


10. —Since their arrival they have always 
been in their present employer’s service. 

11. —Are well aware where to apply for 
redress, 

12. —Tliey have' not written or received 
letters. 

13. Ifeve no money in theil' employer’s 
hands, biit, on explaining to them the exist¬ 
ence and nature of tlie savings bank, they 
appear disposed to avail themselves of it. 

14. —They would pn their return to India 
recommend their friends to engage for the 
Mauritius. 


Qwstim to Mr. Dnclos. What time do you allow them fpr|their meals ?—Answer. Three 
quarters of an hour foi breakfaiif, and one for dinner, liesides allowing a cook to prepare 
their foml. 

The committee are of opinion that the time allowed them for their meals is insufficient* 
03 the men work from dayUght to sunset. . ’ 



INDIAN LABOURERS IN THE MAURITIUS. 


No. s.—^Tlurd Day’s Proceeding#, 31 October 1838. 
Mr. Milne's Esbiblislunent, Bakery. 


l.—Eigbtfronf Bengal in December 1837, 
and 12 fromitlic coast, 1.0 October 1«38. 

5. —Four transferred to him by Mr. Sarnp- 
•Bon. 

S'. —No; not sanctioned by Government. 

4 .—^Two, not included in the 20. 
f>.—None sick; none absent. 

6 . —One sick occasionally ; none ab.sent. 

7. -jNot applicable. 


Tliroe have money m his hands, and 
saved about half their pay. < 
a.—He ^endeavoured to expl^. to them 
the existence of the savings baii^but could 
not make them understand it. 

10 . —One man has written, and sent the 
letter by a comrade going to G|ilcutta. 

11 . —Not to his knowledge.'' 


MAUItitfDS. 


A.N'Swers from the Indian Labourers. 


1 . —b^tislied. 

2 . —Arc paid regular. 

3. —Satisfied wifli the provisions, 

4. —Receive clothing. 

f).—They do not complain. 

fi.—^Receive medical attendance when ill, 

7. —They perfectly understand it. 

8 . —Three men from Calcutta say they 
came from Mr. Sampson’s to Mr. Milne's; 
the others were originally engaged for their 
present employer. 

!».—With their free consent. 

10 .—Have always worked with Mr. Milne. 

Tile Committee found everything s 


11 .—They are aware where to apply for 
redress. 

13.—No, they have not done so, not 
knowing how to forward them. 

13. —Tliree from flaleutta liave money in 
their employer’s hands, the nature of the 
savings bank being properly explained to 
them ; they prefer leaving their money with 
their employer. 

14. —They would speak favourably of the 
island, on their return to India, to tlieir coun¬ 
trymen. 

atisfactory in tlie establishment. 


No. (!.—Messrs. JSrny ^ 

1 . —10 from Poiidicheryin Octoberl83fi; 
from the same plaee, in October last; and 

30 from Coringhce in the same month and 
year. 

2 . —None. 

3. —Not applicable. 

4. —One died, and one absent since four 
months. 


Co., Cart Establishment. 

«■>.—11 in hospital from fatigue, occasioned 
by the voyage. 

6 . —Cannot say. as they have lately arrived. 

7. —Not applicable. 

8 . —No; they have no money in his hands. 

9. —No, he had not. 

10. —Not to his knowledge. 

11 . —No, not to his knowledge. 


Answers from the Indian Labourers. 


1. —Satisfied. 

2. —Are paid regular. 

S. —Are satisfied. 

4. — Yes, tliicy receive their clothing. 

Ji. —They do not eoniplaiu. 

(i.—Receive medical attendance when ill. 

7. --Yes, they do. 

8. —They were originally engaged for Mr. 
Erny. 

. 9.—Not applicable. 

Everylliing satisfactory in this establishme 
the cook, in not preparing thoir meals properl 


10 . —^They all work wjth their present em¬ 
ployer Since their arrival. 

1 1 . —They know where, to apply for redress. 

12 . —They have not as yet done so. 

13. —They were not aware of tlie existence 
of the savings bank, and therefore 'spent 
tlieir money; but in future they will avail 
themselves of It. 

14. —They would, on their return to India, 

speak favourably of the island to their coun¬ 
trymen. ., 

t. The men made a trifling complaint against 


No. 7.—Messrs. T'iyoureud'^ 

1 . —18 from Calcutta in March 1838, and 
73 from the coast in August last. 

2 . ~Nonc. 

3. —Not' applicable. 

4. —One died. 

5 . —10 in hospital; none absent. 

6 . —About ei^it; no absentees. 


Cliauvin's Establishments, Shipwrights. 

7. —Not applicable. 

8 . —None have, money in their hands. 

8 .—No, they had not; the greater part of 

the labourers having arrived only in August 
last. . ' 

10 .—Not to their knowledge. 

H.—.Ditto. 


.'iS- 
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Amswehs from the Indian Laboarens. 


1 . —Satisfied. 

2. —Me pajfi regularly, 

3i—Satisfied. . 

4,—Receixed clothing in India. 

6. —-Th® do not complain. ,, 

ei—RewVe medical attendance when ill. 

7. —They perfectly understand it. 

e.—Originally engaged in India, for 
Messrs. Vigoureu.'s & Chauvin. 

9. —“Not applicable. 

10. —They have, since their arrival, always 
‘ worked with their present employers. 

No complaints whateve: 


11. —they knowwhere to applyibr redress. 

12. —Wo, they have! not as yet done so; 
but they mceived letters ifrom India by u 

, lascar of a vessel. t ' ijf. 

13. —They have ho money in their em¬ 
ployers’ hands; but on tlie committee explain¬ 
ing to tiiera tlie nature of the savings bank, 
they appeared disposed to follow the recom¬ 
mendation of the committee. 

14. —They would, on their return to India, 

speak jfavourably of the island to their coun¬ 
trymen. * 

on this establishment. 


No. 8.—Messrs. IVaison jp 

1. —50 fi-om Bengal arrived 7 August 1838. 

2. —Yes, two from Mr. Fisher. 

3. —With the sanction of Oovermnent. 

4. —Three died on the passage, and three 
since their arrival, not included in the 5S. 

5. —Two in liospital; none absent. 

6. —Five on an average; generally slight 
cases. 

Answebs liom the 


Bird, Boat Establishment 

7. —Not applicable. 

8. —The time for which advances were 
made to them in India has not expired. 

ji,—No; because they have no money. 

10. —No, not to tlicif knowledge. 

11. —Ditto. 


Indian Labourers. 


1 . —Satisfied. 

2 . —Tlu:y have received an advance of six 
months’ pay in India. 

3. —Satisfied. 

4. —They received it i>t India prior to em- 
bai'kation. 

5. —Satisfied in all respects. 

6 . —They receive medical attendance. 

7. —Yes, tlicy do. 

8. —Were originally engaged for their pre¬ 
sent employers, except two men. 

One man complained of being beaten by one 
be against his jiositive ordem; upon the whole, 


9. —With their free consent. 

1 0 . —Have always worked ■ with their pre¬ 
sent employers. 

11. —Tlieyknowwhcre to apply lor redress. 

12. —They have neither written or re¬ 
ceived letters. 

13. —They re<!<iived siv inontlis’ pay in 
advance, and are not entitled to pay. 

14. —They would sjieak ve.iy favourably 
of the island to tlieir countrymen, on their 
return to India. 

of the overseers, which Mr. Watson stated to 
the men are perfectly satisfied. 


No. 9.—Fouii<h 'Biiv’a Proceedings, 2 November 1838. 

Messrs. T.s^er^ Tyach, Cart E.slablia}inicut. 

l.—24 from Cochin arrived in June 1838. Iwen too short a time Jierc, and received three 
—None. montlis’ pay in advance on their embarka- 

3. — Not applicable.. tion. 

4. -*Nn deaths. 9.-—They have not os yet, because they 

5. —None, in hospital, and none absent. a ve,no money. 

6. —No.sicknes.s or absence.* 10.—.Several of them have written, and 

7. -"-Not applicable. sent the letters by Mr, TayJer. 

8. —None m their hands; the men have 11.—Not to their knowledsre. 

Answers from the Indian Laboum's. 

1 . —jtatisfied. 8.—Were originally engaged for their pre- 

2. —Are regularly paid. sent employer. ■ 

3. —Satisfied. 9.—Wot applicable. 

4. —Received clotJ.ing on embarkation. 10.—Have always worked witli their pre- 

5. —Complain of not having sufficient time sent employer. 

allow ed them for their meals ; are dissatisfied 11.—■ fhey know where to apply for redress, 

with their work. . 12.—Have written, but-received no an- 

t;.—One man complains of being ill for swers, 
the last two monfriK, and riiccivcd no medi- 13.—Have no money, in their employers’ 

cal attondam'c whatever. Thfe man appear- Ixaiids; the nalure“^df the savings bank has 
hig really ill, the oommittee strongly recom- been e.xplaiued to tlicm. 
mended ins employer to send him to hospital. 14.—'They wrould speak' favourably of the 

7.—They do. , island (except the man who is ill). 

One man complains of not receiving medical attendance; tlie whole of them are dis¬ 
satisfied about the li»..- ‘iM'wed them for their meals; no proper accommodation allotted 
for them; and complain also of being over-worked. 
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No. 10.”Mr. Lesur, 

1 . -26 froHi Calcutta and 10 from Pondi- 
chery on the 31st January last, and 10^ from 
the latter place on the lOth June. 

2. —None. 

3. —Not i^licable. 

4. —One died. 

8.—Eight in hospital; two serious cases, 
the remamder slight. 


Cart Esiablishmcht. 

6, -s-Eight as an average ; none absent. 

7. —Not applicable. 

e.—No, none have money in his hands. 
0.“No; the committee haye explained to 
them the nature of the savings bank, and 
tiiey appear disposed to avail th^^^lselvesofit. 

10. —Not to his knowledge. 

11. —Ditto, 


MAmxros, 


Answers from the Indian Labourers. 


1. —Are satisfied. 

2. —Are regularly paid. 

3. —-Yes, they are, 

4. —They received clothing on embarking. 

6. —’JMiey do not complain. ' 

0.—^Thcy do receive medical attendance. 

7. -—TIi« 8' do understand it. 

8. —Were originally engaged lor Ihcir pre¬ 
sent employer, 

9. - -Not applicable. 


10. —They are not hired out, 

11. —^They know where to apply for redress.* 

12. —Have not written, because they do 
not know how to send it. 

13. —They were not aware of the existence 
of a savings bank, but will avail themselves 
of it in future. 

14. —^They would speak favourably of thn 
island and of theu- employer. 


Everything satisfactory in this establishment. 


No. H.—Mr. JP. Beracr, Cart Establishment, 


1. —69 from tlu coast between January 
and J line last. 

2. —None. 

3. —Not applicable. 

4. —No deaths. 

!).—Six in hospital; none absent. 

0.—Three at an average. 


•Not applicable. 

8. - No dejiosit of money in bis hands. 

9. - No, as tliey have been only tot a short 
lime. 

10. -Not to his knowk'dsie. 

11. -Ditto. 


Akswebs from the Indian Labourers. 

—Arc dissatisfied. 9.—Not applicable. 

2. —rAre regularly paid. 10.—Arc not hired out. 

3. —Receive rice mid fish regularly,but not 11,—Yes, they know where to apply for 

curry jxiwder. redress. 

4. —Received clotliing on embarking. 12.—No, they have riot done so, because 

-1'liey all complain of not licing allowed they did not know how to a®nd theii’ letters, 

sufficient time for their meals; complain of 13. —Have no money in their master's 

hard work, and kept at times till nine o'clock hands. The committee explained to the men 
at night in stowing away bags of sugar, and the nature of the savings bank, 
of lu;lug frequently beaten by the overseer. 14. —They would uotreturn tosucli amas- 

*i.—'I’hey do not receive mcalical attend- ter; would rather d<-stroy themselves; nor 
aiiee. would they recommend tlieir eountiymeu to 

7.—Yes, they do, serve Mr. Rergcr. 

H .—Originally engaged for Mr. Berger. 

Queslimi to Berger. Who is the medical man attached to your establishment ?— 
Anmer. Mr. .Salesse,, who visits the Indians three times a week, and have also employed 
a Malahar doctor. ^ 

Dill you issue curry powder to tlie Indian.s regularly ?—Y'es, hut they refused it qcca- 
bionally. • 

The e.onimittee having inspected the building for their itceommodation, find it ample in, 
point of room, and also "the hospital. The men complain of the stencJi arising from the 
stables under the building they occupy, and which, the eoniinittee found so. <_>ne man, who 
was brought out, was in such .ii debilitated 'state, that in no place but a public hospital could 
premer cure be taken of him. 

General dissatisfaction e.vprcssed by the Indians. 


No. 12.—Mr. Wilson, Architect, 


1. —46 from Pondicheiyin July 1837, and 
,1 from Coringhec in Jutlte 1838. 

2. —None. 

3. —Not applicable. 

4. —Deaths, four. 

—One sick, one absent. 

0.—About two as an average; one absent. 

58. 


7,—Not applicable. 

S.—I’es, one man has 63 rppees. 

9. —Yea, he has acquainted them with the 
nature of the savings hank. , 

10. —Yes, they do write frequently, and 
send their letters by their Comrades. 

n.—Y^es, they do. 
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. jv-^Ajresatisfied.^^■'- '•!'.' "'s “ 

2. ~yes, they do.', 

3, —Theyare.' ' '■ 

14 ,—Yes, they receive cJolUmg... 

6. “*-HaYe Kufiicieat time allowed them for 
(h(tir me^, and are^ot ovcnvorked. 

’ '*6.—R^ve medical attendance. 

7. —-They do. ^ . . 

8. —Were originally engaged for Mr. with his employer. The nature of the saving* 

Wilson. bank has been properly explained to them. 

».—Not applicable. 14,i~Favourably. , 

Question to tlie Indians. Would yon, on your return to India, hare any objection to 
return to the island with your families ?— Answer. Yes, we would bring our tkmilies, pro¬ 
vided We were sure of being employed by Mr. Wilson. 

Everything very satisfactory in this establishment. 


knbw wlieretd apply&f redress, 
but that since tlieir arrival wey never liave 
had miy cause to epmplaini 

12, —Have written often, and sent tiieir 

letters throtigh their friend^^ ba| Reived po 
answers. -I 

13. —Only one men has deposited money 

k:__ '_-r..!__ .f. 


No. 13.—Messrs. Oiguel ^ Co., Cart Establishment. 
1.—16 from Calcutta in October 1837, and 7,'—Not applicable. 


23 from the same place in August 1838. 

2.—None. 

3—-Not applicable. 

4.—Three died. 

6.-^Twelve in hospital, one aliseiit. 

6.—Four at an average (one is continually 
absent). 


1 .—Are satisfied. 

2. —Are regularly paid. 

3. —Are satisfied. 

4. —Receive cloUiing. 

5. —Do notcomplaiu if being overworked, 
but eight or nine complain of being beat by 
the overseer. 

6. —Receive medical attendance. 

7. —They do. 

8. —^Were originally engaged for Mr. 
Giijucl. 

-Not applicable 


8. —No deposit in their hands. 

9. —They have explained to them the 
nature of the savings bank. 

10 . —Not to their knowledge, 
n.—Not to their knowledge. 

,vl 

Answers from Indian Labourers. 

11. —They do not know where to go to 


complain when ill-treated; the committee 
pointed out to them tJie course, they wei-e to 
follow. 

12. —^Thcy have not written or received 
letters. 

13. —Have no savings; the committee ex¬ 
plained to them the advantages of the savings 
bank. , 

14. —They would, on their return to India, 
speak favourably of the island ; some say 
they would return here with their families. 


9. 

10. —They are not hired out. 

A few of the men complain of being cuffed when at work by the overseer; but in other 

respects the men appear to Ixi perfectly satisfied and contented, and would return to the 
islapd with their families. 

t- •’ _ 


No, 14.—Messrs. Zkciw and Lesieur, Architects. 


1. —10 from Calcutta in October 1837, 
20 from Poiidichery in March 1838, and 20 
from Coringhce in May last. 

2. —None. 

.3.—Not applicable. 

4.—Three died. 

6.—10 in hospital; none absent. 

C. —From four to five ; none absent. 


7. —Not applicable. 

8. —Not in their hands, but five of them 
have deposited money in the .savings bank. 

9. —Yes, they have. 

10 . —Occasionally, and through the post- 

office, • ‘ 

11. —Not to their knowledge. 


Akswehs from the Indian Laboiirers. 


1i^atisfiwl. i 

2 . —Are paid regularly. 

3. —Are satisfied. ' 

4. -^Receive clothing. 

it.—They do not complain. 

64 —Receive medical attendance. 

7.—They understand it. 

^ 8.—Were originally engaged for their pre¬ 

sent employers. 

0.—Not applicable. 

l(i.—They are not hired out. 

11 .—They know whereto apply for redress. 

!' thing satisfactory in 


12. -rSoraeof them have written, and send 
the letters by private hands. 

13. —Five of them have money ip the 
savings bank. - 

14. —They have notliing to say agnin^.the 

country. Onc man has been for six years at 
Bourlioo, return^ to Coriflghee, re-engaged 
for the M&uritiu^arid brought his wife with 
him; they all say they would, on their return 
to India, rriJorninend their employers to their 
countrymen.. .. 

this establishment, 




No. R 3d Novon^ir 1838. 

■ ■ >, ; .,,, . ^'f.'>i r- t. .■ ■ :'■•. 

., , , , 5|r. Architect. 


1.--20 from Pondichery in, September 
1838, , 

2i-i-Not applicable. 

3. —Ditto. 

4. —N«i deaths. 

6.—^None wick; none absent. 


6. —Abont two; no absence. 

7. —Not applicable. 

8. —They nave been too short a t^e here, 
».—Not as yet 

11..- -Not to his knowledge. 

10 .—Ditto. 


Answebs from the .Indian Labourers. 


1. Are satisfied. 

2. —Ditto. 

3. —.Ditto. 

4. —Received clothing on embarking, 

6.—They do not comjxlain. 

6. —Receive medical attendance. 

7. —Yes, they do understand. 

8. —Were originally engaged for Mr. 
Houet. 

9. -Not applicable. 


10. —They are not hired out. 

11. —Yes, ,tlicy know where to apply for 
redress. 

12. —Have npt written or received letters, 
as they.uin-ived here about six weeks ago. 

13. —Have no moiu.y in their eiujJoycr’s 
hands; tlie existence of toe savings bank 
has been properly ex-plaiired to them. 

14. —They would speak favourably of tlie 
islaufl (in tli'eir return to their country. 


TJie men appear in good iiealth, satisfied, and contented. 


No, Ki.—Mr. Geffroy, Architect. 


1 . —16 from Calcutta ill February 1 h 37, 
l:l from Pnndicliery in May, and 12 in June 
18;jw,.iiiKl 13 jroiii Calcutta ill August last. 

2. —13 from Mr.Wortliingtou. 

3. —Was sau(;tiou<*d by (jlovenimeiit. 

4. —Two deaths from tlie 13 Wicoived from 
Mr. Worthington, and one from those that 
arrived in August last. 

5. —Four ill hospital; none absent. 


6. —^About five in hospital; one Indian ab¬ 
sented himself, and W'a.s brought liack. 

7. —Not applicable. 

8. —None luive deposited money with him. 

9. — I have mentioned it to one, who saves 
nearly all his wages. 

10. —Not to his knowledge. 

11. —Ditto. 


Answebs from the Indian Labourers. 


1. —Are siiti,sfied. 

2. —Are regularly paid. 

3. —Are satisfied. 

4. — Received clothing. 

f>.—Are satisfied, and do not complain. 

6. —Receive medical attcjidniicc. 

7. -rThoy understand it. 

8. —The Pondiclicry men were originally 
engaged for Mr. Gefiroy ; 13 men, from Cal¬ 
cutta were first engaged tp M>’- Worthington. 

9. —Yes, with their consent, and that of 
the Government. 

The men appear satisfied. 


10. —They arc not hired out. 

11. —They know where to'apply for re¬ 
dress. 

12 . —Have not written or received letters. 

13. —Have no money with their employee; 
the nature of the. tevings bank has been ex-, 
plained to iliein. 

14. —They would speak well of the island 
to their countrymen when tlicy return to 
India. 


N. H. —111 this as well as in other establishments, the Bengal men complain of having 
received only six or seven rupees out of six mouths' advance (30 rupci s); the men from the 
coast generally state having received three months’ pay in advance, viz. 15 rupees; 


No. 17.—Mr. Dennemont, Cart Lstablishment. 


1. —23 from Calcutta in June last. 

2. —‘None; but translerred six to Mr.' 
Molicrc. 

5. -^Was by the sanction of Government. 
4.—One died on' the parage, and one 

since their arrival, not include in the 23. 

5-—None in hospital; one absent. 

6. —Nearly half have been ill since their 
•rrival with slight complaints. 


7. — 'Not applicable. 

8. —Have ho money belonging to any of 
them. 

9 . --N 0 , be has not; the Committee has 
explained to them the nature of the savings 
bank. 

10. —Not to knowledge. 

11. —Ditto. ; 


£ 
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Aucumus. 

... . 


A»8WBiift from Uie Indian liaiwupe^. 


1.—Are satisfied. 

2 —Are |>aid. 

.'J.—Ak* satisfied. 

4.*~Reei‘JVed dutlung on embarkiiij', 
fi.—i®«ti»fled 11 ) every lespet. 

0.—Recuve inedictil allendauce. 

7. They iindersfaud it. 

8. —On^inaHy en<>a!'ecl foi Mr. Den- 
nomoiit. 


f».— Not applicable. 

10, —Aro not hircil ou). 

11, -~Kuow wbdre to apply for rcdiws, 
la.—H. 1 W not written, or reeeired lettei-s. 
la.—Saved no money; the nature ot the 

bUviu|iH bank has been propeily expliuiied. 

14.—Would spenk tavouiablyofthe island 
to their countrymen on then return to India. 


lively thin;’ sntmfactory in this eslublishment. 


No. IH —Sistli Bay’s Pioccedings, 5 Noicmbti 1K‘18 

Mi. Man, ArLhifect. ‘ 

1. —Nine from CaleutU lu Sepfember last. 7. —Not appheable. 

2. —None. H.—N one have money m !u» hands. 

3. —Not applicable. f».—No, lie had not. 

4. —No deaths. in — Not to his knowledge. 

1 ).--Nonemhospital; none absent. 11.— Ditto. 

«.—No wtknctis 01 absenir. 


Asswrns lioni the Ludiiui Liiboniers. 


1. -—An Biitistitil. 

2. —Not eutillid to ]«iy yet, Inuig le- 
ceivetl pay iii advani i. 

3 —^!ltlsfi( ( 1 . 

4 -Heieived l•lotlulll> on (inbatkiii!, 

5. Till y do not < oniplani. 

n.— No '.ukiK’As since tin 11 diiival. 

7.- -Y< s, they do 

H.- Weicoiigin.il \ (*ugat,id foi Mi Mats. 


9.—Not .ipplicablo. 

10 —Ditto. > 

II.- Know will le to apply tor ndress. 

1J Have uo< wiifli n oi it>« eivod Ji tteis. 
ri, - Hale no money, Ihi'iiatuit ol the 
savings bunk has been ptupiily (\plained 

11 —Thcv would sjie.ik vv< 11 of till isl.nid, 
ha\i!ig no laiise o( ilissatistacUon. 


'flic men npp <it in good hc.iltb, aud satistied. 


No. 19.— Ml. iCc m.ieksimth 

1 . —Niue Irom tlabulta, loth Octobu ii.—No sickness simi llieii airival 

1839. 7 . - No! .ijiplieable. 

2. — None. No money m Ins bauds. 

3 . _ Not spiilicabie. 0—No, be has not. 

4. —One man out of te* eiv bowiied at 10.—Not to his knowledge, 

sea. 11,-Ditto. 

6 —None hick; none iiba nt. 

ANhWBRh irontthe Indian Labouieis. 

1 _ vts,*! fuel. ».—Not applicable. 

2. -Uiieivid pay in idvaiict m India. 10.- They aie not hned out. 

3 Satislud 11.—Know vvliete to apply for lediess, 

1.- Ketcsvid clotlimg on inibarking 12—Not been long imough here. 

ll.vv(' no i.nihe to complain. l >.—The nature ol llie savings bank has 

-Ilecfive medical attendance. been esjilamed to them by the committee. 

7. —^'fhey do. 1 !•—Por the btlle time tliey have been 

8. —\S nc ongmally < ngaged for Mt. Le here they have no eauso to eompiain. 

Blanc. 

'Hie men apjiear healthy, and .in* tiatiaficd. 


No. 20 —Mr. CaiUami, Bakery. 


t.—Font troin Cochin m June last; four 
!rom PoTidieiiery in August, and siv in Sep- 
U mbiT l.ist. 

2.—Yes; four fiom Mr. Hardy; one fironi 
Mr. V. Hand, luid five from Mr. Maniidrot 
sine. 

b.—Sanctioned by Qovenuneni, with the 
exception ol the fiv latter, 

4 .-No deaths. 


a .—None sick; none absent. 

<1.— No sickiiebs sinc(> their arrival here. 

7. —Not apl^able, 

8. —Have no money iq lus hands. 

9. —No, he has not; Uie committee have 
done so. 

10. —^Ye«, they have written, 

11. —Received letters. 







AksWbrs flrom tilte Indian Labwr&rs. 


1 . —Satisfied. 

2 . -—Receive pay regulaJ-ly. 

3. —Satisfied- 

4. —Received clothing. 

5 . —^tlRve no cause to complain. 

^Receive medical attendance. 

7 . —^They do lyiderstand. 

8 . —They were transferred. 

0 .—With thei^ own consent. 


10. —Are not hired out. 

11. —Know where to apply (or tedeess. 

12. —rHave written to their iriends.in India. 

13. —Have no money in their employer’s 
possession ; the nature of the savings bank 
has been properly explained to them. 

14. —Would speak favourably of the island 

to their countrymen when they return to 
India. ,1 


The men appear healthy and satisfied. 


No. 21 .—Mr. Perdreau, Tobacconist, 


1 . —Eleven from Calcutta in July last. 

2 . —None. 

3. —Not applicable. 

4. — No deaths. 

6 .—None sick; none absent. 

6 .—About one; uo abscntee-s. 


7. —Not applicable. 

8 . —No money in his possession Imlonging 
to the Indians. , 

0 .—No, he had not.. 

10 .—Not to his knowledge. 

11 .—Ditto. 


Assweus from the Indian Labourers. 


1 . —Satisfied. 

2 . - Received pioney in advance at Kid- 

jei-ee. , ^ 

3. —Satisfied. 

4 . — R(!<-eivpd elotbitig on embarking. 

—Have no cause to complain. 

B.—They do. 

7. —Yes, they d 6 . 

8 . —Were originally engaged for Mr. Per- 
dreuu. 

The men 

plains of the climate. 


9. —Not applicable. 

10 . —They are not hired out. 

11 . —Know whert! to apply for redress. 

12 . —Have not written or received letters. 

13. —Have no money with their employer; 
the iiature of the savings bank was ex¬ 
plained to them. 

14. —Some of them complain of the cli¬ 
mate, and, therelbre, do not at present like, 
the i.sland. 


am satisfied: they appeal' healthy, witli the exeeiition of one man, who coiu- 


No. 22 .--Mr. J. L. Penaad, iVrchitect. 


1 . —Twelve from Pondichcry in February 

last. » 

2. —None. 

;t.— Not iipi)lic.able. 

4. —No deaths. 

5 . --Nonc sick; none absent. 

(j.—About one. slight indisposition. 


7. —Not applicable. 

8 . —None of them have money in his pos¬ 
session. 

l t. —No, he has not. , 4 , 

lu. —Not to hisk knowledge. 

11 .—DiUo. 


'■? Answers from the Indian Labourers. 


1. —Satisfied, 

2 . —Arc regularly paid. 

3. — Satisfied. 

4. —Received clothing in India. 

5. — Have no cause to complain. 

8.—Receive medical attendance. 

7. —They understand it. 

8. —Originally engaged for Mr. Renaud. 

9. —Not applicable, 

The men appear 


to.—Arc mu hired out. 

11 . —They know where to apply for redress. 

12 . —HaVe not vvritteti or received letters. 
J3.—Some have saved a few ruiKiCs, and 

have it with them; the nature of ^ savings 
bank was explained to tlie.m. 

14 —Would speak favourably of the island 
to their countrymen on their return to India. 

:“althy and satisfied. 


No., 23.—Mr. Latour, Cart Establishment. 


1 . —Twenty-three from C^cutta in Sep¬ 
tember last, and 79 from the coast in Sep¬ 
tember and October 1838. 

2 . —Not applicable. 

3. —Ditto. * , 

4. —No deaths. 

6 .—Eight sick; none absent, 

$8. 


(i.—About eight; none absent. 

7.—Not applicable. , 

tt.—Have no ; loncy in his possessioft. 

9.—No, I have not. 

10 ;—Not to Iris knowledge. 

11 .—Ditto. 
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Si.~^cdive(] advance in luditi. 's 

8.—Satisfied. 

4. *--lleceived clothing in India. 

5. —They do not complain, ^ » 

e.—Receive medical attendance. 

7. —They do. 

8. —Were 'originally engaged for Mr. La- 

tour* «ici c vuKy iiiv.c wic 

The men claim pay from the date of the agreement, whereas it mentions that their pay is 
to commence from the date of their arrival at*Mauritius; in all otljer respects.they are 
satisfied. 


Wi V'W:'' \ ■ 

».—*Not afpllcable. 

11, — Kopw where to apply for redress. 

12. —Have not been long enough on the 

....'.'island, ... _, ■ ■ 

13, —fhe committee es^lained to them 
the nariire of the savings bank.' 

14. —For tlie short time they have been 
here they like the place. 


No, 24.—Mr. Desbleds, Cart Establishment. 


1. —Fourteen from Calcutta, between Fe¬ 
bruary and September last. 

2. —None. 

3. —Not applicable. 

4. —No deaths. 

6.—No sick ; none absent. 

6.—No sickness since their arrival. 


7. —Not'applicable. 

8. —Have no money in their employer’s 
possession. 

0,—No, I have not. 

10. —Ye.s, one of them did write. 

11. —Not to Ids knowledge. 


Question to Mr. Desbleds; Are Messrs. Maillard and Berard your Partners?— Answer 
lies, they are, * 


Asswana from the Indian Labourers. 


1. —Satisfied. ‘ 

2. —Receive their pay. 

3. —Ar<^ satisfied. 

4. —Received clothing irf India. 

5. —They dp not complain. 

0.—Receive medical attendance. 

7. —They nnderstand it. 

8. —They were engaged in Mr. Desbleds’ 
name, but they have oeen employed with 
Me.ssrs, Maillard and Berard. 


».—Not applicable. 

10. —They state thw have been employed 
hitherto by Messrs. Maillard and Berard. 

11. —Know where to apply for redress. 

12. —Have not written or received letters. 

13. —The committee have, explained to 
them the natuK of the savings bank. 

14. —Woultl speak favourably of the island 
when they return to India. 


The men complain that the money given to them in lieu of ghee, and other articles, is 
insufficient; the employer, in future, will issue the articles in kind; in other respects they 
appear satisfied. 


No. 26.—Seventh Day’s Proceedings, fitli November 1838. 


Mr, Des Etdn^ ; Scavengering. 


1. —Tliirfy-two from Pondichei'y, on the 
6th May 18.18. 

2. —None. 

3. —Not applicable. 

1 .—One out of 32 died at the civil Iiospital. 

6.—Seven sick; now; absent. 


8.—About four sligljt cases; none absent. 

7. —Not applicable. 

8. —Have no money in his pmssession. 

9. —Has not as yet done so. 

10. —Not to his knowledge. 

11. -Ditto. 


Answers from the Indian Labourers. 


1.—Satisfied. 

2.4‘Rcceive pay regidarlV. 

3 . —Sati.sfied. v 

4. —,R< iceived clothing in India. 

6. —They do not complain. 

0.—Receive medical attendance. 

7. —Yes') they understand it, 

8. —Were originally engaged for their pre¬ 
sent empiov*!'. - 


9. —Not applicable. 

10 . -—Are not hired out. 

11. — Know where to apply for redress. 

12. - -Have not wiilten or received letUiis. 
,13i—Have no money in their employer’s 

hands; the committee explained to the men 
the nature of the savings bank. 

14.—They vypuid s^ak favourably of the 
island on thrir^l^tnru to India. 


Mr. Dos Etang has 20 men from Bombay, who were forinerly in the employ, of Mr. 
Bickif«e«, at the Jate of .six raii^cs per month, and havii}g„served their time of contract, 
have since 'VeDcwecl their contract i|Uh him.for t»o years lofiger, at ,ten rupees por month 
each, and tliric fond- Hfjil*®*' ulso, 11 others, wlw served their time with. Mr- La%uche, and 
entered into a bcvjiU'a. t wifnhim for two years, at the increased rate of pay of ten rupees 
Aer montli. ' ‘ 

^ . the 



i ’''' ^'"'i/!'''^f',',' ■ i' '.. '''''''"'^''V’'i 

The committee had the trhjj&tijjfcai^^en mUBter^^d. {md who alt iqjpcaf satSBlfilisd aid *; j 
happy; some of them My/expiration engs^ement tbcy«^^ renew ■ 

it again. ■ ■ \ ■ .^ ,, , ■ ^ 

The whole of the ni«ji%e pe«*fedly Mti^ . , , . 


, ] ■ 


No. 36.— ^Mr. Jfaric«e, Architect, 


1 .—Twelve from Pondicherry, in May last. 

2. —None. 

3. —Not applicable.' 

4. —No deaths. 

5. —None sick; none absent. 

e.—JJo sickness or absence sihce their 
arrival. 


7. —Not applicable. 

8. —None of them have done so. 

9. —No, he has not. 

10. —Not to bis knowledge. 

11. — - ditto. 


1. —Satisfied. 

2 . —Receive pay regularly. 

3. —Satisfit^. 

4. —Received clothing iiiTndia'. 

They do not complain. 

(>.—^They have never been ill. 
-They do understand it, 


Asswbrb from the Indian Lalwurcrs. 

10 .—'They are iwt hired out. 

, 11.—Know where to apply for redress. 

12. —Have not written or received letters. 

13. —Have ud money in their employer's 
hands; tlic nature of the savings bank has 
been properly ex])lained to them. 

14. —Would speak favourably of the island, 
on their tetuni to India, to titcir country¬ 
men. 


7 .' 

s.—Originally engaged for Mr, Mariette. 

!».—Not appheabfo. 

The men appear in good health, and satisfied. 


No. 27.— Mr. Beauvaii, Architect 


1 . —Twelve from Calcutta, 4th Aifgost last. 

2. —Not applicable. 

3. —Not applicable. 

4. —No deaths. 

i>.—None in hospital, and none absent. 

6. —There lias lieen no sickness since their 

arrival. * 

Akbwbes from the 

1. —Satisfied. 

2. —Received advance in India. 

3. — Satisfiid. 

■1.--Received clothing in India. 

—They do not complain, 
fi.—Receive medical attendance. 

7. --Tliey understand it. 

8. —Were originally engaged for Mr. 
Beauvais. 

Appear healthy 


7. —Not applicable. 

8. —^Too snort a time here to have saved 
“io"cy. 

9. —Yes, he has done so. 

10. —Not to his knowledge.’ 

11 . — - ditto. 

Indian Labourers. 

».■.—Not applicable, 

10. —They are not hired out. ■ 

11. —Know where,to apply for redress. 

12. —Have not written or received letters. 

13. —Have no money in their master's 
hands; the committee explained to tlicm the 
nature of the savings bank. 

14..^Have not been long enough here to 
enable them to judge of the place, 
and satisfied. 


No. 28.—Mr. Carry's Establishment, Bakery. 


1. —23 from Calcutta, 1st July 1938. 

2. —None. 

3. —N ot applicable. 

4. —Two (lied on the passage and one here, 
not included in the 23. 

3.—One sick ever since his arrival; none 
absent. 

6.—One, none absent. 


7. —Not applicable. 

8. —^T(k> snort a time here to have saved 
money. 

9. —Nohehadnntjthu committee explained 
to them the nature of the savings bank. 

10. —Not to his knowledge. 

11 . — - ditto. 


Answers from the Indian Lalrourers. 


1 .''- 

2 .— 

3. - 

4. - 

(!,- 
' 7.t- 

. **•“ 
iarriiii, 


Satisfied. 

Received advance in India. ‘ 
■Satisfied, j i? 

■Received clothing in India. 

-Bo not complain. 

•Receive medical attendance. 

-lliey understand it. ' ' 

-Were ta-iginally engaged for Mr. 


5S. 


Appear healthy 

3 


9. —Not applicable."*^ 

10. —-Arc not hired out 

11. —Know where to apply for r^ress. ■ 

1^.—Havte not written or received loUprs, 

13. —Haverii. riidney" in their employer’s 

posKcssiorq'the committed expluhted to&diii 
the natufe of the savings bank. ’ " 

14. —Ha^fe riothingto'chmplabi gBldyvhuld 
speak favouriibiy of the plahe. 

anti satisfied. ’ , 
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eti» bay’e Proceedings, 7th Nnyefflber.lftSS. 

No. Brmard Lagme, Cart JEstahlMfameist. 


1.—18 from Calcutta, in August last. 7.—Not applicable. 

2 -—None. 3ft, —Hare no money in their hands. 

3. —Not applicable. 9,—No^they had not, because tliey have 

4. —jThreetleath»sincetljeii’arrival,and one no money 

onboardfromBccidentjiiotincludedinthelS. ifl.—Not to his knowledge. 

f).—None .sick, none absent. ll.,_ - ditto. 

6.^Cannot say; none absent. 



! 

Asswebs from the Indian Labourers. 


1. —Satisfied, 

2. —Received advance in India. 

3. —Satisfied. 

4. —Received clothing in India. 

—Do not complain. 

6. —Receive, medical attendance. 

7. — -They ini'lcrstaud it. 

8. —Originally engaged for tlioir present 
employers. 

Appear healUiy 


0.—Not applkable. 

10.—Are not hired out. 

11 .—'Know where to apply for rkiress. 

12. —Have not written or received letters. 

13. —Have.not been long enough here to- 
save money; the connnittee explained to tlvem 
flic nature of tin; savings batik. 

14. —Have notliing to complain of the 

place. ' * 

and contented. 


No. 30.—Messrt,' Reynautl ^ Co., Butchers. 


1. --11 from .Cochin in May last. 

2. —None. If 

3. —Not applicable. 

4. —iNo deaths. 

i>. —None sick; none absent, 
ti.—'I'lioy have all hi' n lienltliy since their 
arriv al. 


7. —Not applicable. 

8. —Have no money in their hands. 

9.1—Had not done so. ' 

10. —Yes, tlicy have written, and he sent 
them by the bark “ Manchester.” 

11. —Not to tUcir knowledge. 


AwswEns from the Indian Labourers. 


1. —Satisfied. 

2. —Receive pay reindarly. 

—Satisfied. 

4.— Ueccivfid clothing ill India. 
r>,—Tiiey do not complain, 
ti.—Receive medical attendance. 
7.—They umlcintuiid it. 

H.— Originally engaged fc, 'flfeij- 

employers. 

0.—Not apjilicable. 


present 


10. —Are. not hired out. 

11. —Know where to apply for redress. 

12. —Some of them have written and sent 
their letters through their employer. 

13. —Have not saved any money since 
their arrival ; the o,onimitteeexplained to them 
the. natui-o of tlie savings banL 

14. —Yes, they would speak favourably of 
the island, on tlieir return to India, to their 
countrymen. 


Apjiear healthy and contented. 




No. 31.—Mr. CAristia, Coachmaker. 

1. --14 from Calcutta, 2 July 1638. 7.—Not applicable. 

2 . —None. 8 —One man has two rupees and ahalf in 

3. —Not applicable. his hands; the men appear disposed to save 

4. — One (lied on board, not included in, money. 

the 14, ' 9.—No, he Las not as yet dune so. 

5. —None sick ; none absent. 10.—Not to his knowledge. 

(i.—Have all been healthy since their arri- 11.— ^ ditto. 

val ; none absent. 


Akswebs from the Indian Labourers. 


1. —Sittisfied. 

2. -.^lleccivc!d advance in India. 

3. —Satisfied. 

■l.~Reheived clothing ip India. 

.1.—They do not c«an]>tain. 
t) .-»Rccei vt> nvi'dicai attendance., 

7.—They undersdsmd it. * 

6.v-\Vere originally engaged fOr 
Christia. 

9.—Not appUcabk- 


, 10,—Are not hired out. 

• 11 .—Know where to apply for redress.. 

12. ~ Have Bet written or received letters. 

13. —One ni8%has two and ahalf rupees 
». in his employer’s hancls ; the committee 

explained to> them the nature of the savings 
bank. - 

Mr.. 14.—They have nothing to complain of, 

. and would ^e»k favourably of the island,, on 
■ their return to India, to their countrymen. 

* /The 




The men are JieaUbyi aridWfectly>^&fiea with thw employer/who, they sta^, gives 

•them eight different «fftickBO< fisod,,iM>tm«ntioijfid in thts engagem^t. ^ i-ii-Mi*'' 

' - ' , ... '., ..„ " ,", ■) ■ . , ... 

■ ' (ei^ed) C. M, CampbeU. 

' ■■:, '■'• ?. ■ ■ ' J.Ilugon. ,■ 

J. VU'tiers Fiirhes. 

W.Bvrp. 

t C. Andermi, 


To the Committee of Inquiry on tlic Indian LaboiirerB. 

''v Gcntlmen, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 17 Nov. 1838. 

Hi8 Excellency the Governor direcis me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of die 
13th inst., giving cover to the evidence taken by you with regard to the Indians employed 
in. Port Louis, in the different cstablislunents therein named ; and as he does not perceive 
the signatjirc of Mr. Special .lustice Anderson, either to the letter or the abstract of 
evidence, his E-Vcelkncy wishes to know whether it was withheld designedly, and, if so, on 
what account? 

I have, &c. 

■*' ■< (signed) O. F- Dick, Colonial tkerctniy. 


i 

Tho Honourable the Colonial Secretary. 

Office of the Committee on Indian Labourers, 

Sir, Port Lonis, 19 Nov. 1838. 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17tJi inst., and beg 
to state that Mr. Special .lustiee Anderson declined signing our letter of the I3th inst, 
because it did not touch upon certain general points on which his opinioni were fixed, 
whereas wc considered, at this cai-ly stage of our proceedings, that 1110 e.xpressioa of any 
such opinions would have liccn prematim;. ’ 

Mr. Anderson having signed the proceedings, his objections to signing tho abstract and 
letter lie will fully detail m his rtqdy to the duplicate of the letter now under acknow¬ 
ledgment. » 

Wc have, &c. 

(signed) C. M. CampbeU. 

J. FiUiers Forbes. 

J. Hugon. 

’ W. Bwg. 


The Honourable the .Colonial Secretary. 

Special Magistrate’s Office, Port Louis, 

Sir, 19 .November 1838. 

The Governor having been pleased, through your letter of the 17tli inst., to cominunicatc 
to “the Committee of Inquiry on Indian Labourers,” that his Excellency had remarked the 
absence of my signature to the letter and the abstract of evidence with regard to the 
Indians employed in Port Louis, which were addressed to you by the conimittec on the 
13th inst., and to exjiress a desire to he informed if my signature was designedly withheld, 
and, if so, on what account ? 1 have the honour to state, fiir his Excellency's infoi'ination, 
that my signature was intentionaUy withheld for the reasons which I now beg leave to 
submit. 

-•Is the means of facilitating reference to such a mass of papers, 1 fully approved of the. 
principle on which the alistract of evidence was adopted. It was drawn up, lion ever, iii a 
manner wliich not only did not express the opinions which 1 lind formed on the evidence 
which had been received by the eomiuittee, but which appeared to me to be at variance 
Vith that evidence, and calculated to mislead any person who might have recourse to tho 
abstract for the purpose of forming a judgment on the question at issue : under these 
iirijircssions, 1 could not feel justified in signing such a docunicnt. 

To the 4th paragraph of the letter of the ISth I could not subscribe, because I had avowed 
my doHjided opposition to the opinions which it expresses, instead of considering that “ fur¬ 
ther remarks ” would have been “premature,” on an inquiry wliicli was completed, with 
respect to Port Louis, 1 communicated to the committee iny anxious (Jpire, that his Excel¬ 
lency should inunedibtely be made acquainted with the detailed opinion of its members on 
the general state and condition of the Indian labourers in the town, where, as one of tlie 
committee, .1 regret to say tfhat I could discover nothing to warrant the coiiclusidn wliich 
miglit be drawn from the expression with which the letter of the 13 th inst. terminates, os 
I had seen much which in my opinion requited immedia te reiiiedy, and merited marked 
reprobation. '* ■ 

During the discussions which took place in tlie committee, it did not appear to me that 
my optnion dififered materially ftom that of the majority of its members; but as their letter to 
you m the ISth induces me now to suppose that 1 must have been mistaken in this respect, 
58 . ^ his 
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30 CORRESFONDENCE RESPECTING EMPLOyaf|NT Cg; 

his Excellency will perljaps expect to receive from me the gene^ conelasionii atyhioh 
I have arrived^ from what I have personally heard and seen during tire progress of tlu^ 
inquiry, and f shall now proceed to «bmit them in as few words as pos.sible. 

In a report on the state and condition of the Indian labourers in Port Lpuis, which, as a 
special magistrate, 1 was directed to make to his Excellency in the month of January last, 

I stated my. incompetence to fulfil tliat duty in a satisfactory manner, witit the ineans which 
were, then within my reach, and my report was made from the best general information 
which 1 could procure. 

The power of minute inve.stigation, with the assistance of inte^reters, which has been 
vested m the present committee, has aflForded ample means of forming a coivect judgment, 
audits result lias convinced me that the Indian labourers ttiu ployed in this town are generally 
fed, etotbed, and paid with hut little deviation from their agreements. With a few excep¬ 
tions, however, they are treated with great and nnjnst severity by overwork, and by per¬ 
sonal chastisement; their lodging accommodation is'either too confined and disgusltingiy 
filthy, or none is provided for them; and in cases of sickness, tlic most culpable neglect is 
evinced in withholding the accommodation, the advice, and the attendance which tlie utter 
helple.ssncss of the sufferers so urgently requires. From the various periods at which 
difierent bunds have arrived, even on the same establishment, it would require considerable 
time and labour to make a correct calculation of the proportion of deaths annually; but 
I am inclined to believe that they would be found to amount to eight or nine per cent. 
None of tlie establishments in Port Louis have sufficient hospital aceomniodatioa for their 
sick, and the expense of placing them in the public hospital will always be ottered as an. 
excuse by the employers for not having rccouise to it; nut I am convinced that it is therp, 
and tiiere only, that serious complaints can meet with the necessary care mid attention. 

In most of the establishments little or no importance is attached ,to indulging the prejur 
dices and customs to which Indians are known to cling so tenaciously. Their deplorable 
state of destitution in their own country is always advanced as an.-argument in favour of 
their improved condition licre, without any reference to the change which takes place by 
their emigration, from comparative Ltlleiiess and indolence, with the full enjoyment of all 
their natural prejudices, to severe and uuiremitting labour under luauy painful restrictions. 

Many of them have actually been ki(lnap(>ed from their ovni country, which they have 
all been induced to leave under circumstances of gross fraud ; and it is a source of astoiiish- 
raeut to me that any body of freemen, whatever may have been their former condition, 
should have borne, with the patience and forbearance which the Indian labourers at Port 
Louis have displayed, the bitter disappointment which must have attended their introduc¬ 
tion into this island. 

To induce them to come here, their ignorance is worked upon in India by the most false 
and deceitful representations; and the rolibe.ry and pillage which has been practised on 
them in Calcutta would scarcely be credited, if the' fact was not established by the ino.*t 
convincing testimony. They reach this colony after having’ been robbed of six mbiahs' 
pay, which is advanced in India ; and when here their comfort is. in every way neglected, 
while they are compelled, by tlie engagements to which their fiwn ignorance and the 
avarice of others have bound filiem, to toil during five years for a recompence bearing no 
proportion to the work to which they are subjected, when compared with the common 
estimation of the value of labour in tliis colony, or to the sum which tliey would earn if 
they had the free disposal of their own time. 

The harsh treatment whj..^' nft* 1 adopted or permitted by many of the employers 
cannot in any shape be justified In itself, and when added to the other objectionable-parts 
of the present system, must show the necessity of applying a sure and speedy remeay, if 
free labour is to be placed on that footing which sound policy, justice, and common 
humanity would dictate. 

I have, &c. 

(S^ed) C. Anderson, 

Superintending Special Magistrate. 


To C. Anderson, Esq., Superintending Special Justice. 

Sir, Colonial Secretary’s Office, S9 November 1838. 

1. 1 H.^kVK laid before the Governor your letter of the 10th,instant; and, with reference 
to the,following extracts from it, I am directed by his Excellency to request that you will 
speeifo tlie circumstances which liavc led you to the conclusions there stated. 

” 'VFith a few exceptions, however, they are treated with great and unjust severity by 
overwork and by personal chastisement; their lodging accommodation is either too con¬ 
fined, and disgu-stingly filthy or none is provided for them; and in cases of sickness the 
most cttipnhle neglect is evinced, in withholding the accommodation, , the advice, and the 
attendance whicli the utter helplessness of the sufiferers so urgently requires.” 

“ In most of the establisliments little or no importance is attiqhed to indulging the pre¬ 
judices and customs to which Indians are known to cling so tenaciondy.” 

" The harsh treatment which has been adopted or permitted by many of die employers 
cannot in my shape be justified in itself, and when added to the oUier objectionable parts 
of die present system, must show die necessity of aj^lyir^ a sure and speedy remeay, if 
free labour is to be {daced on that footing which sound policy, justice, and common 
humanity would 

•< 2. Tker 



INDIAN LABOURERS IN THE MAURITIUS. 

• » 

' 2. The Governor wishes also that you would report what ypu have seen which you con- 
fiive requires immediate remedy and marked reprobation. • 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Q. F. Dick, 

Colonial: Secretary. 


MAUlUTitJSV 


The Honourable the Colonial Secretary. 

Sir, Special Magistrate's Office, Port Louis, 30 Nov. 13.38. 

In compliance with the wishes of tlie Governor, communicated to me by your letter of 
i^ic 29th instant, I have now the honour -to state the circumstances which led to the con¬ 
tusions on the state of Indian labourers submitted to his Excellency in my letter to you of 
the 19th instant; and for the sake of pei-spicuity, I will deal with the subjects of objection 
11 the order in which that letter presents them. s' 

Over-iearh ..—At all the establishments where the employment is that of carters and 
porters, the work commences at sunrise, and, with the excejption of a very limited interval 
for breakfast, is continued generally without other intermission until dark, and often for 
several hours by moonlight. I myself have frequently seen bands of Indians driving wood' 
and rice at ten o’clock at night, and many of them complained to the committee that they 
had not sufficient time to eat tlieir meals, ami that their work was too severe. 

The. non-prsedial apprentices who are employed in similar occupations cannot be worked 
without their own consent during more tlian nine, hours daily, while the Indian carters .ind 
porters are compelled to laliour for 14 or I.") hours, and that without any sustenance after 
their breakfast until tliey retire for the, night, however late the hour may be. TIu* pro¬ 
prietors of establishments of this description assert that their work is uncertain, and re¬ 
quires great periodical exertion; hut I cannot admit that excuse for the system which 1 
have thouglit it necessary to condemn, and which' must j)rovc injurious to the health of 
men so little accustomed to severe bodily exertion as tne Indians 'who coine here are 
admitted to be. 

Personal Chastisement. —The complaints of this nature to the committee, if my memory 
is correct, were chiefly confined to the, establishments of Mr. F. Berger, Messrs. Taylor 
& Tyack, and Messrs. Giquel & Co.; but it is a matter of public notoriety that tliegyati^in 
is carried to a great extent at Messrs. ‘Worthington & Co.’s and elsewhere.- This may be 
ascertained by a reference to the juge de paix. ; On the establishment of Mr. Worthington, 
the proprietor vehemently objected to its being communicated by the committee to the 
Indians how they were to apply for redress when they were beaten by their masters, 
although there was no objection to a similar communication for all other objects. The 
complaints against Mr. Berger and Messrs. Tyack & Co. were loud and strong, and in the 
estanlishment of the former convincing marks of most severe stripes were exhibited to tlie 
committee by several individuals. Mr. Berger met tliis by threatening tlie complainants 
in the presence of the committee; and Mr.Tyack stated, tliat he left all the management 
of the Indians in his employment to his servants. 

When it was communicated to Mr. Giquel by the committee Uiat his Indians complained 
of being lieaten by the person under whose immediate direction they were,, he instantly dis¬ 
charged him. 

Knowing, as three of the members of the eommittee did, what takes place in Mr. Wor¬ 
thington’s establishment, with reference to bodily correction, there was some surprise ex¬ 
pressed that it had not been alluded toby the Indians. I confess tliat I attributed their 
silence to intimidation, and 1 proposed, with a view to avoid thi.s in our suhseijueiit proceed¬ 
ings, tliat our questions should be nut To the Indians when free from that restraint which, in 
the case of apprentices, is always felt in the presence of their master. But tliis suggestion 
was overruled; and, in my opinion, the only means of producing in the written evidence the 
full extent of the information which the committee was employed to seaich for, was conse¬ 
quently abandoned. 

Lodging Aceenmnodation. —On thisdiead, my observations will he of a very general nature, 
for I am compelled to state, that I only Saw on two establishments (Mr. Wilson's and Messrs. 
Watson & Co.’s) any sleeping-place whicli 1 could consider fit for tlie puqiose to which it is 
devoted. 

1 did not expect to'see separate rooms allotted to each individual, bdt I think they have 
a right to emiect sufficient space and protection from the weather, accompanied by the free 
circulation of air, and that attention to cleanliness, without which Iiealtli canhOt be pre¬ 
served. . ’ • ■ 

In no instance have the Indians in Port Louis, so far as I have seen, aiiytiiing but the 
hart' floor provided for them J and they are generally crowded together in places where res¬ 
piration would he thought almost impossible in such a climate; particularly when surrounded 
by the filth which invariably attends them, with the exchptiou of the two establishments 
which I have mentioned.. At Mr. Berger’s and Mr. Lesuris the sleeping-pla;ch 3 are over the 
stable of the mulcs, where there is an accumulated mass of filtU of evm descriplion, .from 
which tlie smell above was so oftbnsive, that I could not remaih in the sleeping-loft (ok five 
minutes without suffering most disagreeably, and the inconceivably dirty stSfti of the lofts 
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MAUAlTIiiS. tUemsolTcg added considembly to dus ijeS^tioa. : Me^. T^lei:.,t|5L4 Ty^ ^tested, tlwt 
I"" " i n they had no s!e^fang-place for their Indiana^ who are tiherefoi^ ohlig^,,1to Mrt recptaw mtk.. 
stable or a verand^i during tehjght. , ' „ , ' . ' 

Accommodation of, and Attendance on tke 'Sick.—The houpitale on the est^btMrmeid# 
which 1 have»8een, are generally more calculated to increase disease than to alleviate' its 
sufferings; and I think some of tliem cannot lie visited by an impartial observer without 
exacting from him the observation, that tliey are unfit for the reception of human beings. 

From a place, of this description, an Indian mm brought before the committee by his 
comrades in such a state of attenuation as'to have become a perfect skeleton; he could not 
stand without the assistance of three men, and although he had been for weeks in this state, ^ 
his coaipanions declared that he had neither received medical advice or any kind of atten¬ 
tion. It is true that the master denies this, and asserted that a medical man occasionally / 
attended his establishment; but he had no journal to produce, or anythihg else to corroborate^ 
his statement. * On anotheiF establishment, a man, evidently suffering under' severe disease, 
presented himself to the committee to iiomplain that he hadlieen compelled to-work for two 
months when he could hardly walk; and the employejr admitted Inat he had neither a 
hospital or a medical attendant for lus establishment, and that he had considered* the, man’s 
illness as a mere preteace/or idleness. - 

Prejudices and Customs of the Indians. —Much of the comfort and happiness of an Indian 
depends on the unrestrained pursuit of the prejudices in which he has been brought up, and 
the employer who attends to this feeling will benefit by his prudence, while he who neglects 
it will certainly suftcr from complaint and discontent. 

This was strongly manifested in an establishment where, in other respects, the Indians 
were very well treated; but, in consequence of a desire to give them food which differed 
from that provided by their agreement, and their cooking-place being the same as that used 
by the apprentices, they became very much discuntenten. 

After what I have steted in this uud in my previous letter, 1 cannot help again expressbig 
my fine conviction that the state of the Indians requires some immediate regulations to pro¬ 
tect them from over-work, to provide them with proper accommodation, and to secure to 
them that attention in sickness, and to their general comfort, from which the employei's and 
(heir servants would reap a mutual benefit, but which I believe to be neglected m a degree 
which 1 must continue to consider highly culpable. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) C. Anderson, 

*'■ Superint^ding Special Magistrate. 


'Hie Committee of Inquiry on Indian labourers. 

Gentlemen, Colonial Secretary’s Office, 1 Deceiiiber 1838. 

With reference to the coii)munioa.tion made to you on the 17th ultimo, I have rticeived 
his Excellency the Govern^ <■ mrv iticttis to forward to you the explanations furnished by 
Mr. Special Justice Anderson 'Hk dechniiig to sign the summary of evidence forwarded in 
your letter of the 13th ultimo, for any observations which you may find these explanations 
to require, where they are at variance with the evidence transniitted by you. 

. t I have, &c. 

(signed) G. F. ZHck, 
f Colonial Secrett^. 


, The Honourable G. F. Pick, Colonial Secretary. 

Sir, ‘ Port Louis, 5 December 183(i. 

1. We have the honour to acknowledge the'receipt of your letter of the 1st instant, with 
its enclosures (l^ o letters from Mr. Special Justice Anderson, under date the 19th and 30th 
nit., in q^lunaticuiM his declining to sign thc'Sumraary of evidence forwarded in our letter ojf 
the 13th ult), requiring ns to make any observations, where his cxplanationB are at variance 
with the evidence transmitted by us, and signed Whim stnd the other members of W*-’ 
i-omraittee. Wc accordingly beg to submit to his Excellency tlie Governor the following 
observations. . 

3. In tlm seemid paragraph of Mr. Anderson’s letter, he remarks that “ the Abstract was 
drawn up in ir#unner which not only did not express the opinions which he had formed 
on ^e evidenite which had been received by the committee,, hut appeared to him to be at 
variance with that evidence, and calculated to mislead,” &c. We beg to remark, that (the 
from the pt^icfSedings was drawn up with a view merdy to facilitate referraice to 
und not to the opinions of the committee.; it cannot he a matter of surprise, 

IS?# therefore. 




^crefob, that Mr, Ai^i^rsoh did not fttt4 his opniiona eipressed therein, althoiiffh hd «ign<>d 
%ie proce^ngs en «»fls«c from whidi tfrft Abstract was tn^d^ a reierence to & same will ■ \ ' "*‘T- 
ahow whether “ the Abstract be at yariancc with the,proceraings, and calculated to mis¬ 
lead,” or not. We beg jto, state, that after a carefiil ejiwnatiou of both documonte, we do 
aot find any discrepancy, and are at a loss to conceive how Mr. Andewon conld feel justified 
in signing the one document, and refusing to sign the other. 


3. With respect to pamgraph three, wherein he remarhs tliat he had " seen much which 
in his opinion rectuireu immeoiate remedy, and merited' marked reprobation,” we will nieioly 
observe that, as ne did visit with tile committee only IS out of 31 establishments (other 
^ duties requiring his presence elsewhere), his opinion caimot in any way bo said to result 
1 , from the whole of the evidence obtained by the committee,'but from ofiier sources of 

\jnformatbn. 


4. With reference to that part of paragraph six, wherein Mr. Anderson, from his petwonal 
inspection of 12 establishment® only, arrives at sqeh a sweeping conclusion as his^retharit 
conveys, tliat with few exceptions the Indians are treated with great and unjust severity, 
by over-work and personal chastisement,” &c., we caimot refiain from observing that the 
, only estabUshnients seen by him with the committee, wherein the remarks inrany way 
apply, wore, Messrs. Berger’s, Taylor & Tyack’s, and Giquel & Co’s., to which establishments 
our letter of the 13th November called the attention of Oovenimont, We could not, 
therefore, without injustice to the other establishments, coincide in opinion with Mr. Ander¬ 
son in his general vieW of the case. 


0. It is remarked in tile seventh paragmph, that in most of the establishments “ little or no 
importance is attached to indulging the prejudices and customs to which Indians are known 
to cling so tenaciously.” We vvouTd beg to observe, that in one establishment alone, viz. 
Mr. Dioro’s, did the Indians make any conqilsiint of the kind. We are at a loss to conceive 
how one solitary exception can justify such a general assertion, 


fl. We can neither deny nor admit the fact of “ kidnapping, fraud, and deceitful repre¬ 
sentation,” stated by Mr. Anderson, in iJie eiglith^d nintli paragraphs of hiadetter, to have 
been employed in bringing Indians to the Mauritius, as most of the questions put to them 
by the committee, had re^ence only to tlieir treatment and feelings since their arrival; 
nothing, however, in the evidence received could lead any mibiassgd mind to the same 
conclusion as Mr. Anderson has arrived at. Oi4y one man at Messrs. Watson & Co.’s 
expressed himself in a way to support the statement made of “ bitter disappointment” being 
general; the man was a massaljee or torch-bestfer, who had evidently misunderstood the 
purpo.se for which his services were engaged.' Wc noticed in the proceedings that the 
complaint of having been plundered of their six months’ advances, was made by the Bengal 
men only. 


7. Although the j»ay 'of Indians is below the present rate of town wages, most (jf them 
expressed themselves as satisfied. We doubt' the disproportion being so greafeas implied, 
wlieii the expense of their introduction is taken into consideratiou; for we saw in one 
establishment (Mr. Des Etang’s), 2S men from Bmnbay, originally introduced by Mr. Bick- 
qjee in 1831 and 1832, who have twice voluntarily entered into new contracts at eight 
rupees a month in the first instance, and 10 rupes in the second. . Eleven othw men, intro¬ 
duced by Mr. Lufaache from Bengal, had formed new engagements with Mr. Des Etang 
at the rate of 10 rupees per nidnth. 

8. We agree perfectly with Mr. Anderson, as totho, unjustifiahlcncssof harshttreatuient to 
Indians, but we arc of opinion that he is not borne out by the evidence wc rccciviKl, in his 
assertion of its “being adopted or pmiitted by many of the employers.” 


9. Wc now proceed to make a few, observations on Mr. Anderson’s letter of the 30tli, ult, 
and will endeavopr to point out where his temarks arc not supported by,the evidence taken 
by the committee; we will,as much as jiossiblc, follow the same order ^8 tlierem obserted. 

10. Over-worfi. —Tlicro were only three establishments in which any„complaiu(8 at ali 
were made, with regard to the duration of work, viz. Messrs. Berger’s, Tayier & Tyack’s, and 
Duclos. The readiness witli which the men complained in that respet at Mr. Berger’s, 
showed tliat they did not consider themselves bound to work after stmset, and that they 
thoroughly understood that part of the agreement wliich fixes the hours of labour from 
sunrise to sunSet, with an intermission ol three, houre for meals.- Fsops our knowledge ot 

lithe character of the natives, we are confident that they could not be forced to Work beyond 
the stipulated Ifonrs, without due compnsation, cither in money or immunity from'labour at 
other hours during the day; the assertion of their being “compelled to work for 14 or 15 
hours,” is at complete variance with the declaration of Hie Indians themselves, with the few 
exceptions recorded in the pioceedings. 


11. Personal CliostisemeHt—We have already recordedHhat soma of tho Indians on the 
three establishments alluded to by Mr. Anderson, ContpWned ofprsotial efeastiaement; but 
it was only at Mr. Berger’s (whete general discontent existed) that two- nwli showed marks 
of stripes on their thighs. An allusion is made to the estabUsbment of Mr. Wotthihgton, 
as one on ,which personal chaatiseMent, carried to a great extent, had long be® ndtonotta. 
can gay nothing of the previous %»stence of such kn abuse on that ee^bhshme{|t^ and 
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can only infer its having been discontinued or repressedj from the evidence we received. 
Complaints were made about'the quantity of food, which showed that the men,were not 
‘intimidated by the presence of their cmpoyers. 

12. The instructions conveyed to*the committee would have precluded the adoption of 
, Mr. Anderson’s simgestion of wamining the Indians out of the presence of the employers, 

had not all the other members of the committee (from their practical knowledge of the 
natives of India) been convinced that such a course would have been not only invidious in 
itself, but totally unnecessary. There is no similitude in the position of tlie Indian and that 
of the apprentice; the latter cannot but feel restraint in the presence of the individual 
whose property he was but, yesterday; that the former does not entertain the same feeling, 
was amply illustrated by the complaints made in presence of the employers, trifling and 
frivolous in some establislimeiits, but “ loud and strong " in two, as noticed by Mr. Ander¬ 
son himself. The mutual recriminations which took place between Mr. Berger and his menf^ 
ought to have bicn sufficient 0 have convinced an unbiassed mind, that the presence of the 
employer did not place the Ind'.an under any restraint in the expression of his feelings. 

13. Loflginy Acwmmdation.~Wi^ regard to the accommodation provideU for the 
Iri(liBns„a reference to the proceedings will show that Mr. Anderson, m his remarks under 
thut head, has gcne.rali/.ed the exceptions; in vciy few establishments has the committee 
found a wilful neglect of the comforts of the Indians; in some they had so lately arrived, 
that there had not been time to make suitable arrangements. It would be unfair to tax the 
employers with the filthy habits of their servants. Had Mr. Anderson ever visited India, 
he would not have cited as a hardship their having to repose on the “ hare floor,” as it is 
consonant to their habits; even rich natives are accustomed to sleep on ,a mat spread on 
the mud floors, in the verandahs, or on the flat roofs of their houses. 

14. AccomModcition of, and Attmukince on the /S'foA.—We beg to differ in opinion with 
Mr. Anderson, inregarcl to the places set apart for the sick on the different establishments; 
with the few exceptions already specified, we found them sufficient for the puroose. Wp 
must confess that in some of ithein cleanliuess was not strictly attended to. The excited 
feelings of dissatisfiiction evinced by Mr. Berger’s men from the beginning, induced them 
to bring out of the. hospital, supported by two or three men, the sick man alluded to, 
evidently with tlie intent of aggravating their grounds of complaint against their emnloyer, 
who assured the committee that his establishment was regularly attended by Dr. salesse 
and a native doctor. l\uy doubt of the veracity of Mr. Berger could easily be cleared, by a 
relerence to Dr, Salesse. With regard to the other case at Messrs. Tayfo & Tyack, tliere 
certainly was carelessness, and it was recolPded on the proceedings. 

,1.'). Prejudices and Customs.—U is unnecessary for us to make any further remarks, as 
we have already touched on this subject in paragraph five. 

16. We will, in conclusion, refer to the proceedings themselves for further proof of the 
generalisation of isolated facts, which is shown in the two letters under reply; we have no 
hesitation in tigain asserting, that from what the committee have seen in Port Louis, we 
could not do otherwise than report fewourably on tlie general question, were wecalled upon 
to do so without further investigation and experience. 

. 

We have, &c. 

. (signed) C. M. Campbell, 

J, Villiers Forbes, 

J. Hugon. 

W.Bury. 


* The Chief Secretary to Oovermnent, Fort William. 

. Sir, . Colonial Secretary’s Officers December 1838. 

1 HAVK the directions of his Excellency the Governor of Mauritius to transmit to you,^ 
for the information of the Indian Government, the enclosed return, showing the number ol 
Indian labourers introduced into this colony from Calcutta between the Ist August 1834 
and the ^ of October last. 

I have, &c. * 

(signed) (?. F, JDkk, 

, Colonial Secretary. 



STATEMENT showing tie N'ilM'bfer of Cootips intr^i^ed into the Colony from * MAURllfeb. 

Cttleatta, from 1 St Angust 1834. ' - ■ 


NAME OP VESSEL. 


Sarah , - 

Atlas 

Vesper 

V Eeter Proctor - 

\,Vespcr - . - 
Avoia - - 1 

Droiiguii - 
Maren 
Estljer *- 
Demerara 
Heyworth 
Edmond Castle 
Elizabeth - 
Protector 
Sir Herbert Taylor 
Drongan - 
Edihond Castle 
Sir John Rae Reid 
Thalia - 
William Wilson 
Nerbudda 
Africanns 
Indian Oak 
Eimiice - 
Juliana - 
Sophia 

Cavendish Bentinck 
Henry 

British Monarch 
Sir John Rae Reid 
Ajax _ - 
Larly Fitzllerbert 
Ceres 

John Bagshaw 
Henry Tanner - 
Charles Dumergue 
Helen 
Eindy Jane 
William Wilson 
Regia 
Eagle 

Indian Oak 
Mary Taylor - 
Peter Proctor - 
Moulmein 
Hooghly • 
Euphrasia 
Virginia - 
Herefordshire - 
Aja* 

John Bagshaw - 
Henry Tanner - 
Prince Regent - 
Earl Grey 
. Britannia 
Mennaid - 
Belzoni - - , 

Carnatic - - 

Miranda - 
Hooghly - 
Donna Carmelita 
BaightHane - 
Amwell - 
. John Bagshaw - 
Luminy - 

58. 


BATE op ARRIVAL. 

ME.N. 

WOMEN, j 

1 

children. 

I August 1834 

39 

1 


2 JNov. — 

38 " 



13 Jan. I833. 

'«|67 

^ ' 


IS Feb. — 

so 



22 August — 

163 



14 Sept. — 

32 



20 Sept. — 

■*236 



20 Sept. — 

8 


* 

30 Sept. — 

172 



l2 Oct. — 

47 



3 Nov. «— 

V 22. 



30 Nov. — 

140 



14 Dec. — 

77 



IS Dec. — 

179 



lOJan. 1836 

208 

2 

. 1 

8 May — 

70 



8 June — 

4.0 



15 June — 

IS 

1 


,17 June — 

312 

18 

2 

is June — 

02 



27 June — 

288 



r. Oct. — 

75 



17 Oct ■ — 

204 



21 Oct. — 

211 

15 

4 

28' Oct. 

394 

24 

3 

19 Oct. — 

335 

10 

6 

22 Nov. — 

2.80 

20 


23 Nov. — 

20 

V,, 


25 N91?. ~ 

109 

7 

1 

20 Nov. — 

8 



21 Nov. — 

3S 



21 Nov. — 

70 



24 Nov. — 

24 



1 JiUl. 1837 

209 

10 

3 

9 Jan, — 

244 

4 


18 Jan. — 

78 

‘2 

3 

24 Jan. — 

100 

% 


28 Feb. — 

27'- 



« March — 

198 



15 March ^ 

177 

17 


28 March — 

82 

4 

1 

3 April — 

. 201 



20 April — 




24 April — 

.80 



1 May 

25 



.6 May — 

12.5 

9 

3 

16 May — 

297 



IS May — 

101 

1 

, 

20 May — 

147 



26 May — 

49 

■V •> 

• 


25 May — 

159 

8 


28 May — 

62 



28 May — 

186 

■8 

l.S 

20 June — 

37 

... ■> 

2 

8 July — 

49 

f: 


18 July — 

30 


.A- . 

9 August — 

175 



1 Sept. — 

139 



8 Sept. — 

214 



30 Sept. — 

40t 

w 


1 Oct. . “ ‘ 

86 



21 Oct. — 

16 

hi 


22 Oct. — 

30 

.. 


28 Oct. -- 

176 



29 Oct. — 

0 




. r 




(continusd; 




MAURIXIUS 





, ; ■ ' ' Kltwis OF 'VBAS8L.il' 'f 

» OAtjE OF ARarrm.; 

, '■ Wi'K, '. 

' WOMEN. 

cbilbben. 

Baboo “ - ■ . - 



i NOv. 1887 

lOS 


■ * 

Moitiraein 

- 

• 

. S'Hov,.' . — 

47 



Parland - - - 


. 

8Hov.. — 

178 



Mary' , 

- w 

- 

28 Nov. — 

52 



Beisoni - * ^ 

' « 


80 Nov, — 

167 



Thomas Snook - - 

■m •rm 


J Dec. — 

68 

" 


Donna Pascoa - 


- 

11 Dec. — 

842 



Arab - - - 

* 


10 Jan. -1838 

103 



Indian Oak 


- 

14 Jan. — 

106 



Victoria . - - 

- 

. 

IS Jan. —• 

lOG 



Elisabeth 

• . • 

. 

26 Jan. 

185 1 



Alfred ... 

. 

• 

28 Jan. — 

27 



Majestic - - - 

* 

- 

1 Feb. 

16.1 


1ft 

Raj Ranee • - 


. 

20 Feb, — i 

176 



Donna Carmelita 

■ - vl - 

- 

1 March — 

4.5 



Herefordshire - 


4. 

12 March —* 

71 



Christopher Rawson - 

- 

- 

16 March — 

285 


h 

Helen - - - 

- 

- 

0 April — 

162 



Lord Auklard - - 


. 

20 j^ril —' 

144 

10 

5 

Cavendish Bontinck - 

. 

- 

14 May — 

148 



Euphrasia 

. 

w 

28 May — 

168 



Earl Clarh' 


w 

5 June — 

460 



Donna Pascoa - 

. 


28 June., — 

420 



Lancicr . - - 



11 July — 

144 



Donna Carmelita 


- 

28 July — 

100 



liidiiui Oak , - 


- 

4 August — 

268 



Victoria - ' ' - 

. ' 

■ - 

5 Sept. — 

241 



Lord Auklard - 



1 Oct. — 

230 

3 


Apollon - 


- 

12 Oct. — 

08 

1 


William Lockerby 

■ - 

- 

24 Oct. —■ 

100 

3 


Cashmere Merchant > 

H’i'- 


- 

24 Oct. — 

234 

12 





t 

12,094 

198 

51 


Police Department, Port Louis, 
20 Noreniljer 1838. 


(signed) Jolm Mnnits, 

Chief Commissary of Police. 


nMeiwrS^ Porbes, Bury ^ Huyon. 

' * * '» 

Gentlemen, • Colonial Secretary’s Office, 81 December 18.88. 

1. I HAVE had the honour to lay before the Governor your letter of the 5th instant, in 
aus^/er to the observations of%Ir. Special Justice Anderson, in regard to the report of the 
commits e appointed to inquire into “the irtato atid condition of the Indian labourers here, 
.with I'cspect to tliose in Port Louis. 

' 2. 'fhe manner in which Mr. Anderson’s statettienti that the pinvalence of jrersonal clia-- 
tisoueut in the establishment of Messrs. Worthington & Co. was matter of public notoriety, 
and known to threp, members of the commiti^ has been noticed, is not, in his EKcelleucy's 
opinion, satisfuctorjr; and he thinks that, with such information in their possesaion, the 
investigation of tl^e committee into the exiiteuce of such an abuse should have becai full 
ajid searching. • 

* 3. The third paragraph of yotir fetter of the 13th Novembendid intimate tlrat some infer- 
feience might he, neceSsarj- with i-egard to the accommodation, medical treatmmrt, and time 
allowed for mcak, but in terms not sufficiently strong to mark the necessity of such intei^ 
ference, as shown 1^,'Mi'. Anderson’s fetters and your answer; and the Governor trusts 
.that, in yi^ku- future proceedings, you will perceive the necessity of folly entering into such 
inquiries, and of eliciting all the facts' in similar Cases, in order to leave no doubt or question 
with regard to them; ’ ' ' ‘l< 

4 . His Excellency is disposed to be satisfied in much of tlie explanation you have aftbrded 
in answer to Mr. Anderspn^’s statements, and to chnsider that that genUcman may have gene¬ 
ralised too much, andnii^ have derived his infoitnatioii from other sources than the evidence 
given before the committee; but his Ei^ceHeUcy quite concurs with Mr. Anderson in thinking 
that the criterion of comfbrt and convifruenec for the.Indians should be taken from those of 
their own class in this island, and not from what they may have been used to in their own 
country. ; , 

■ I have, &c. 

tsjgned) /. Dici, Colonial Secretary. 

'iV/‘ ■ it'*’ .. W . 


; W*' Go^omittefc Inquiry on ’■' f . ,ll i: 

Gii^tle&eni , ' , ' Colonial Secj^ft^s OfflWi P^cember >838. 

1,1 RAVB had the honour to lay before his Ex<»lleooy the Governor the report of your 
proceedings in the inquiry into the state and conditioh.oj .thu Indian labourcw employed in 
the town of Port Louis; and I have received his Excellency’s directions to ihtimatn td yon 
his approval of the series of questions you have ^utto tbe Indians, as well as to the taaStsrs: 
hut he thinks that the committee should not linut themselveg to these questions, but WEtend 
them, as occasion may require, to others calculated to elucidate the irw situation <if these 
people in the differeut establishments in which they wor^, which his Excellency is moat 

desirous of having very fully ascertained. 

v 2- For this pu^ose, the Governor requests that, in the pros^ution of your inquiries in 
the country districts, you will be careful to note down in full deteil the whole of the evidence 
w'liich is calculated in any way to establish clearly and satisfiictorily the condition andit^ata 
of the Indians upon the differeut estates and establishments. 

3. The* lodging accommoilation afforded te the Indian lalioiu'ers by their respective 
employers being a point on which their health and comfort are essentially dependent, his 
Excellency is desirous that the committee should particula^y inquire into tlio manner in 
wliich they arc lodged on the dififerent habitations, and diat yojir report tlieroon ahpuld be 
full and particular^ 

4. The mortality which has prevailed among the Indian labourers^ as well on the voyage 
as after their arrival here, and more particulany upon soine estates and establishments, has 
been the source of deep regret to his Excellency, and renders it necessary that your inquiries 
sho#d be most minute as to the medical aid and hospital treatment afforded to ffiem by 
their nsspectivc employers.- You will be pleased, therefore, carefully to regi3ter-.-.tiie name 
of the medical attendant of each estate, and the number of his periodical visits, as well as 
in describing the hospital accommodation'provided for the sick. And you will, as far as 
may be in your power, take care to ascertain wheflicr medical assistance to the' sick is 
timely afforded; endeavouring to impress upon the master that in the medical treatment of 
Indians, much depends on that treatment being timely adiuinistercd. .. rf 

f). It should be au object of your inquiry afeo to ascertain whether the Indian labourers 
arc not employed on work of a severer description thaii tl\at which they have, under their 
agreements, engaged to perform, and whether their hours of work are not prolonged heyftnd 
what may fairly and reasonably h<s expected by their employers under those engagements, 

C. It will be desirable that you should note the conditions of the several agreements in a 
summary way, so tliat they may easily be cofapared with each other, ana their various 
discrepancies stated, with a view to their being remedied by tlie adoption of some general 
system hereafter; and also the hours of work on each estate, in oraer to flie introduction 
of some regulations to establish uniformity in that respect. Moreover, you should apprize 
the masters, as well a» the men themselves, tliat, unless . in cases of urgency or necessity, 
Sunday labour is not legal, whatever stipulation there may be in their agreements to the 
contrary. 

^ 7. Your inquiries should fiurther be directed very particularly to ascertaining whether the 
Indians are subject to personal restraint, or other punishment or raaltreatmeiif, on the part 
either of their masters or of tliose employed under tliem. 

'■ I have, &c. ^ 

(signed) G. E. Dick, Colonial Secretary. 


Messrs. FiUrbes, B»Ty ^ Hv^on. 

Gentlemen, ^ ^ Colonial Secretary’s Office, 4 lanus^ 1839, 

In answer to your letter of 13th November last, his Excellency desir^me to intimate to 
you that he cannot suppose that there will be any disposition on the of the Indian 
Government, to object to the advances which may be made to you here, to enable you to 
meet the expense attending tlic execution of the duty with which you have been cliarged by 
desire M the President in,Council of Bengal, and winch is entirely for the satisfaction o* 
that Government* othesrwise his Excellency would not have given his assent to any issues 
from the Colonial treasury. The Governor has therefore instructed me to inform youj that 
he does not, under any circumstances, hold you responsiblnfortlie ami^itofsuch travelling 
allovmnce. • ' ■ , ' , --r - ' -I-, ■ r , ■ 

His Excellency has no data by which to regulate what that allowance should he, but he 
will order an advance to be made to you, at the rate of 11. each per diem, ftom the colonial 
treasury, on thfo a^unt; subject to , such further remuneratfon, on the inqmiy Ifomg cqn-r 
eluded, as you nuty have claim to* should your expenses exc^d that sUm. , ; . , 

;I ltov«*'d|:ci ;; 

: - -"(^ed) - 




MAunnWfe 


. 7 , a,-:,;, 

■ tv* kJttO^f'td'i^aowferf^ ’ili(teyec«4pt'ofyoiir'l8itti''(5f'iKe ^■SBst^Jty-aW 

tile uudOTtaiidiHg that his ExceUeucyyrill'o^ hoW wS i«8p«ted^ the ihdian Ghmui-r 
me«t fot 'tha amduntof the travelUng allow^ee we may find it necessary to draw, and that 
should o»r expeas^ ^ceed the sfim of 1 ll ’ w diCiftj such claim.would be tdkeft into <' 

consid^tion/we wit proceed in dfir tow wifii *9 fittle delay as p*>^We" ! 

We reqtieat ydU'wiH do us the feyourto submit our applicatibu for an advance of 5of. 
''each,;to e»ab}ewB't0make.tlte%ecesSa,fyputcht6ses. 

'7;''-.-y,J,-., ^ Weliave,&c.-' , r; ■ 

'. '•<■': 7 V 7 fgjgmed) Jt, VilHers Forhss: / 

"■ ^ ' J.Uugm. / 

■ : ' ^ V'.\ .. 7,;,..., • ',7 , ■ ■ :• • ' W. Bvxy. ' ' 


’ (?. P. Dick, Esq. Colonial Secretary. 

Sir, ; ; f ' ' Fort Wilbam, 30 January 183». 

i AM directed by the Honourable ti»8 President in Council to acknowledge the receipt of 
your duplicate letter, dated the 31^t October last, and in reply to state that his Hcmor in 
Council acknowledges, with much satisfaction, the prompt an(i efficient measures adopted 
by the Government of Mauritius to carry into effect the suggestions of die Government of 
India, and to fulfil its desire to obtain satisfactory evidence m respect to the real.condttiou 
and treatment of the Indian labourets, His, Houoif iw Comicil tiiists that the result of the 
inquiries ihstituted will shortly be laid before his Excellency, and cumtnunicated to this 
government. ^ : 

In the meantime, I am directed to teqdest die attention of his Excellency may be drawn 
to the measui-ts recently adopted by the-Govemment of India, under the orders ot the autho¬ 
rities in Eng^nd, for the suspension of the iicen^ui exportation of this class of labourers. 

His Honor in Council camicd contemplate the necessity of appointing a commission of 
officers from India; the obj^ts, in the view pf this government, will Tie answered by an 
ascertainment, from timefo time, that the labourers eihployed at the Mauritius aic satisfied 
with their condition, or the contrary, with a view to a detMiniiiation as to the expediency 
of takmg me^pircs to encomyge or suppress the practice of emigration to that colony. 

It has been'shiggestedj.m a Tetter of this dwartment, dated the 23d instant, addressed to 
the secretary to the government of Fort St. George, that the letters of emigrant labourers 
may most conveniently he fwwarded .to their families by bei^ sent under cover to the 
secretary of this department, whence, if the direction be sufficiently explicit, they will be 
transmitted to their desjtination, free pf postage, under the care of the local authorities. 

I have, &c. 

, > (signed) H.H.Prinsep, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 


, Sir, ^ ' ■••Flacq, 18 February ISW. 

Ws have the honour to forward the enclosed protest, received this morning, from the 
principal planters of the first s^tion of Fhicq, for submission to his Excellency the Governor, 
and request Wis may be favoui# with ffirthet instructions as to our future proceedings. Wc 
shall do ourselves the honor of forwarding n<^y of bur proceedings up to the present 
th^te with as little delAy as possible. , ' . i . 

' '■ His Excellency has already approved of our mode of prooCedit^j . It appears .to the com¬ 
mittee impossibte to conduct the investigation in the mode propo^ by the planters who 
have signed tfie ptotest, viz, that of examinmg each Indian separately, and recording each 
deposition, as also that of the planters themscTyes; such a course wijf change the nature of 
our duties to that pf a tribunal, and in all prorability lead to great, excitem^iht amongst the 
Indians, 

.' ' ■ . We' bsive, &c. 

•... ' ' , ■ (sighed)'' : M-Campbell- 

villimriForhes- 

To the HonoiWableO. F. Dick, ffugon. 

' Gtdofiial Secretary,' &c.; "&c. V W. J$iiry-. . 


‘ . ' '' ' A'Mi^fete,1es,^iat[iis^to8d’Enqq6te, 

I.es soussigmk habitaas de la lere section du quartiet dft .Flacq appdaient’ide toos leurs 
vmuxune enqaSte^utlafsiitua^jm.de Ihurs iabbarehmlhdteilj fia Faitehc^ient ayec d’autant 

avec laquelle ies soussignds remphstonti^rs i^igagetoei^^eniteri letti^iaboareurs« la dottceur 
et I'hmnaniteqyec,l&sqidels"il*4e8'.'tr^tent,«<;'^'.c<()r»bieft'da 'siSiation'' de hiss';iiwS^ich^ 
*cureU8e,a:Mii(ttri:c& '• ■ >, ■ i-r--, 

' .-i *'■;‘■■■'"''"F ■■■>;■-'f'-.i. : : \-7. .:'v ;’'7',, ,Mais 



9Cta«i|eiiii^QV ««w»aJtre l^v6ritable 6tat‘des ifeosea, et.w’ofee paa iwjS pr^rii^': 

tairaa tcrntes 1«9 gaxantieB qit’ila cn droit d’attendtd#* * ’ "" ’ ■' ' ‘ *’ ' ' '' ' -'■' i* 'I'. 

Ik penaeqt donc dans leur inti^tfit, qpmnje dans cebii des'teboiuwuft Indiens adtaeilea^t v 
iH Uar semoo, devoir s'qppoeer d tpute cnquete sur feufs p^pri|ti^8 par les motife siutohs.’ 

Premiercinent- H nc convetiir d’intenoger las Indiefts masse, parce, qtm ' 

uns seulenient r^pondcnt; ce sent ordinairement les j^us imrdis et ett mwe temps l^ plvk- 
^ indiscipKnts, el ils peuvent.par lettrs disconrs, influeneOr le wste,dfe.ia ’band^.. Si ddutait 
'de oet^te assertion, il n’y aiirait qu’d cdusulter u^essieuni les aSpstans deS jages de paix dans 
les divers districts, et Ton wrrail que souvent, sur le pnSteoste le plTug frivole, des Indieas ’ 
quittent en masse una ptopridte, pour aller se plaindre. Hi sont Hinges par un o« dmjx des 
plus indociles; mais rendus a la justice d,e paix, et biiqttHJs ont etd mterrdges individue)l|e-r 
merit, il r^sulte presque toujoura de leum rldclarations, qb’ils sent parfaitement traites eh'ea 
leurs maitres, qu'ils n’ont aucun motifs du se plaiindre, mats qii’ds orft eiitrninds par 
quelques unsi de leurs camarades qui avaient envie de se promenef, et qui par menaces tes 
avaient obligiV’de les suivre. ^ , - ■ 

Il iitait done de tout® neccssitc imur que I’enquete actdelle pft faire conhaitre exactement 
la vei'itti, que*tou8 les Indiens sur nne propriiitd fussent interpjaes niais mdividuellemcnt 
et separement les uns des autres, et e'est alors seulemeAt quo Messieurs les (^mmissaireB, 
d’Enuucte auruient p« pfinctrer la verite, en opposunt les unes aux autres, les divei^es 
depositions. , . ' 




chaqiie demandc liutc;^uii 'ludi(ui et »a r^pouse'devmieut dtre^expUhues auprdpri&aire dans « • 
uirlangage qq’il comprend, afiii que dans le cas de meiisohge Ou q® cadomnie,' il puiSse^e, ' 
justifier (\ I’lnstantj’et mcrae ]iar line coiitre cuqudte s’ille jugeait convenable. '■ ' ' 

Trf)isii''iueiucnt. I’liive que'dans le cas de pJaintc d’un'lnaieujles observations du inaitre 
devraieiU etic coustatcee iinraediatemeat au procJia verbal; aut^’enierit* toule latitude est 
accordee A. rattrique et rien la defense. ' ■ ‘ . • , ; , 

Quatiibiiffment. Parce,que I'enquefe devfait se ifomet Asavoir si efiaqui articb de I’etigage- 
inent contniqtc est fidelcment ex<3CuUl de part et d'autse, et si les InUiqns sont traitHs aveC", 
duncejur and humaniU;. ' *■» , " * . 

Les souasignqs out I’homwut jJ’^tre, &c. ^ j . . , 

(signS), C. Gpirdr^Ke. . JPidf. . 

* Zeln^ot. . > ij. DanfaU 

Ch. Montocchioi > Mosaic. ' ' 


;Mais difii^nti sdpt itix sonssi^i^^^jHlt'j'ii 

vitffit d’Stre^jbrmaliwe d^,l<ii Sec^qde Baqtiqn dq,ee qaamir^ a 
treconnoitre, Mejaieure^' tie $tre coring 

'MilMet swsneiAMnAMkfav '{ta /stwirsnAran^''VAonttfsf. rliina mI' kA ' 


A vtSWAWb A*. 


qaarEeir^.'midii4^yi'H»»’empre^#td^ 

nbpA'tk-'plUs: jmpait^ et 

SI i<kA ' dikllA.' a>« 4 *a 1 ^a ma . £kS,A 


Sir, ♦ Colonial Secretary’s Office, 28'February; li330. 

•lUriso laid bis Excellency the Gen'ernor your letter of the I8th instbbt. trans¬ 

mitting the protr'stof the principal'inhabitants, of the first section .of the Flacrj District 
gainst the mamier in which the inquiry iiito the state and condition oLtlie Indian labourers 
is'conducled, I have been directed to express his Exeellency’s regret tif a procobding on tl>o‘ 
part of the inhahiiauts so calculated to produce an unfavourable impression elsewhere, and 
to intimate to you that his Excellency considers it advisable that the inquiries of the coiu- 
mitiee should cease as soon as they shall have completed tlje i&ammatiqn, on those estates* • 
in the FJacq District where no opposition may be made, by the proprietors- 

,, , - . I'have, fee. 

To C. M. Campbell, President of the (signedj Qeo. F.JMck, 

CominitteB of Inquiry on Indians. ’ Colqn/al ^cretary. 


Sir, , , , Flacq, 10 March 1838. • 

'I^ We. have the honour to forward, for submission: to his Excelfency tlie Governor, our. 
pnxjeedings up to, the 12th instant, comprising the inquiry wd have made into the state and 
conditiemof the Indian labourers on 22 estates in this distri.ct. • V' \ ' 

2, We iiave found on every estate proper accommodation for the labburemi witli a hos- 
Wtal proportionate tq the number of men employed (with 9 >i,ei,exceptioii, Mr, Fabre's estate). 
ITiefo are four doctoif'in tiio distiiet, who visit the estates two or three times a week,<and in 
case ol' emergency, tlio'attendanee of one of them can aMqat everywhere be commanded ;>a 
twohbura. ‘ , ’•k;-,; ... • ,/ 1■ 

a. The general physical condition and health 6f the.indiansr on hU the plautaHoi®,' 


sick in hospital, as far as we could ascertain; appears to be 66, or about sa petf^^t; Wfeithd 
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whole : wc are tmftble. tO ^oW k il*e « 

the health of the men wa^ tbe» Maw ^ , 

Jcept, as fs fihrected for <*« appiw^(»f^ w^.w^^ the acik, the dates of % 

dwtorfs visits,ilhd medie^' treatment; pisfeorihed, should be ^fty enteredi. the •ad«|>tioh 
of sBch a meaiWre, we think, would be adw!^>le, .»nd much fe^tatc the makii^ period^^ 
returns of the sick, on any future inquiryiias to prop®- medical t|Batment being afibrded 
them-. ' ■ ' ^'' ' •., ' ' ' ; 


iitit. vidfeK haei^l^eW place.m 
““-“^haW. hot bemi geperaJlv 


4 . We have carefully inqnii'^ into the mortality that has takdi plac-e both from the 
masters and the Indians. On a few of the estates it has been, we regret to say, consider¬ 
able; but in no instance could it be attri^ted to over-work or ill treatment. The two 
estates belonging to Messrs. Hanning and Harris, which we particularly noticed for that 
perfect harmony and contentment winch follow good management and kind treatment of 
Indians, prestmt the heaviest mortality. Mr. mnis had been but a short time on the 
estate, and could therefore afl’ord no infoinnation as to the slate of the men on tlieir ani^l. 
Mr. Hanning communicated to the committee a certificate, signed by a medical man, as 
to the stiite of the wen he received; 12 were labouring under bad chronic diseases, five 
of whom subsequcJitly died. No other planter has taken the same precaution us Mr. 
Hanning. ' 


5. In asserting that tlie bodily health of the Indians in this district, is ini|»oved, we are 
borne out by the figured statement of mortabty, which, in four years,' presents an average of 
2.74 per cent.; and taking that of the two last years, which embraces a larger nuihber 
of Indians, tlie result would be still more favourable, the average being reduced to 2.83 
per cent. 


«. We have not to bring to the notice of Government any case of systematical badetrerit- 
inont, or breach of contract, on the part of the master; the men are treated with humanity 
and mildness, and the work required of them, although more severe than that to which they 
have been accustomed in India, is much within what they could perlbrm in a climate likti 
this, so much more favourable to bmlily exertion than their own. 


7. We would beg to suggest the necessity of some regulation culculated to remove a 
general tendency to imsunderstunding indween the master and labounu', arising out of the, 
great discrepancie.s which exist in the conditions of the dift’erent contmets, principally with 
regard to food and the lujiirs of labour; they are to be, found even on llie same estate, 
where bands of liiii'ans have IJeen introduecd at different periods; in some the iirticle.s of 
food are limitod to nee and salt; an addition of a quarter of a rupee is sometimes made 
to the pay ; bul iteiv it could never be considered us an equivalent for the ghee and dholl 
allowed them by other agreements. 

«. In some of the, contracts the Indian custom has been observed in fixing the hours pf 
labour from sunrise to sunset, witli an interval of three hours for meals; in others they an- 
from daylight till m’ghtj in otheis, again, they urf! left entirely to the discretion of the 
master, as will be .seen by a reference to those abstracts of the cliflereut contracts vve have 
annexed to our proceedings ; w'hcre the hours are fixed, there is filvvays a clause reserving 
to the master the right of, extending the work, " if necessary,” dnriqg the uiauufacturiiig 
season, that is, six niontlis of the year. 

£>. We have connnuiut,vi^,,w th^. Indians the institution of a savings bank in Port 
Lquis, as aflordiiig a scchie jiw^e of deposit for tlieir money. We have met with about 70 men 
in this district who have saved money, one, a sirdar on Mr. Harris’s estate, to the e.xtent 
of 000 rupees. , It is to be. observed, that more than half the number of the men wc 
have examined have been tfift a sliort time in Hie island, and cannot yet have reimbursed 
the advances iJiey are supjiosed to have received in India; the number of those that arc 
provident would very rapidly increase were the masters more generally to encourage habits 
of economy in the Indians. 


10. We have fomid the Indians aware of the obligation of the master to provide a pas¬ 
sage back after the expiration of the contract; but we noticed that a few of the planters 
have an idea, which we tKnik erroneous, regarding the right of the Indian to stay in the 
island otherwise thaniii the'service of his first master, Several labourers have .put the 
question to the members of the committee. Although wc expressed an opinion in the 
aitirniutive ns to their .right, we would think it advisable that all doubts on the, subject 
.should be cleared up in their minds, -as many, rather than stop witii an unkind master at 
tile expiration of their contract, might leave the island, nnde.r the erroneous irapre.teion of 
Ixsiiig unable to change for a better. It would he but just, however, that the masters 
should be relived from all responsibility towards tlie Government with regard to file Indian 
who leaves his service and remains in the island- This responsMity might be easily 
triin.sferteil to the Indian Ihmselfi by requiring the deposit in the swings bank of tlfe 30 
rupees retoined liy the master to povide for a passage back, at the labourer’s expense, in 
case of .misconduijt. ‘ 

IJ. A few complaints of pmsoUal chastisemeHt by overseers were made by lalumrers on 
some of the estates; we never found it to have bc^ sanctioned or countenanced by the 
r aster: restraint has b^ii employed only when, necessary for tlie preservation of good 
order and discipline oii ,tbe estate, such as in cases of drunkenness and riotous conduct. 
.iThe power of pc.',' diing even the slave has for so many years been taken away from the 
, master, 
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Biastor, and-Tested fa'a puljUc officer,-ihat we considjlsr Jl fajpfafeabte fa,i8U]q«ig^;|tKat fa 
system of puniaiituent by peinona} r^tnunf and ebafbsemnt coaid be adopted iowbrctu 
free i»eu, wnoni H fai moreover, so mnch tlie interest of the planter fa <teu»iaate fa every 
way. , many estates the Were fattelapt at such a coutee of ptweedfag; tsould'haee been 
attended with danger tp the pldaiter, for iirstead of the mild and inoff'enaive Hill Cooley, 
he would have had to deal rvith the bold and independent native of Western tndk, whose 
disposition would ill bijook severity and liarsh treatment:. \ ■ ' • 


m. We estimate, from the bands of Indians hitlici’to examined, that more than half 6f 
the men brought from the Bengal presidency arc from the western provinces, where the 
duffadars and crimps found willing dupes to practise upon. The misrepresentation of 
the nature of the work, which many were led to ex^et would be mere (Baglicc- 
chu-ka-kam) gardening, would not, from their distressed ciicurastances at:tlie time (in con¬ 
sequence of the famine), have engendered a spirit of disappoiiitnuint in those people on 
their arrival, had they not besides been plundered prior to embarkation of a great portron 
of the advances charged to the planters. 

13. We will conclude witli stating, that we are strongly impressed with the belief that 
the condition of the Indian in the island is sujKirior to what it is in most parts of India; 
but the ideas of natives difl^- so widely from our own on those .points, that tlie true test of 
their real sentiments can only be expected at the close of their engagements. We have seen 
in Port Louis several natives of Bombay introduced by Mr. Bickeriee, who have entered into 
contracts with Mr. Des Etangs, at an inereused rate of wages : it has also come to our know¬ 
ledge, that several natives oi' tlie coast of Coromandel, lately in the employ of Mr. Dfirifiit, 
in this district, haVing completed thiur five years,’ service, have formed a new engagement 
with Mr. Amadovvmy, of the Riviiirc du Rempart district. 


We have, &c. 


The lion. Cajitain Dick, 
Colonial Secretary, Port Louis. 


(signed) C. M. Campbell, President. 

J. Villiers jPor&es,'j 
T. Hugon, k Members. 

J.Burg, J ", 


Qveries to the Employers. 

I. —What are the number of Indian labourers on tjie establishment,*mid from what part 
of India introduced, and at what periods I 

•2 .—Have you any Indians obtained here by transfer; how many, and from whom i 

.3.—Was the transfer sanctioned by Government'? 

■ 4.—What is the number of deaths that have occurred since tlieir anival ? 

0 .—What is the number of sick now in hospital, and how many are absent without 
leave I • 

6. —What has beam the monthly average, of sickness, and of absence ? 

7. —Have any of the engagemeute entered into by you witli Indian tabourem already 
expired ; how many of the men have renewed their contract, and how many have retunied 
to Inilia ! 

8. —Have any of them deposited money in your hands; how many have done it, uud how 
much of their pay do they thus save yearly t 

0.—Have you acquainted them with the existence of a .savings bank do you know of 
any objections on their part to deposit money there '! 

10.—Do they frequently comnwmicatc with India by letter, and if so, through what 
channel are tluise letters sent ? . 

II. —Do any of the labourers receive Icttem from India? 

fa.—Are you aware that the Government have directed the police department to receive 
and foiward to India tlic letters of the Indiiui labourers ? 

la. —^Whut is the name of your medical attendant, and how Often during the week docs 
he visit the sick ? ^ 

14.—Is medical assistance to the sick timely alfbrded by him? 

16.—Are you aware that, unless in cases of urgency or necewity, Sunday labour is not 
l(?gal, whatever stipulation there may be in your agreement to the contrary. , 

16.—Have you ever had to complain of their refusing to work, and to what tunctioatfry' ? 


58. 


o 2 


MAHBjcjTHli. 



lAimiTios. 


48 ^ 


. ^ QuBKiis to the Indian Labourwsj . ' 

I . 7 —WhetheV they are satisfied with the performance of the engagen»ent oh the part" of 

their employer, and do they dearly understand its conditions ? ' ' 

S.-w-Whether tliey receive their pay regularly, or is any deduction made from it, and on 
what account ? .'i? ’ * 

3.—Whether they arc satisfied with the quantity and quality of provisions furnished 
them? * 

• 4 .—Whether ilie quantity of clothing, and other ai^cles famished, are according to the 
agreement? 

Whether the. hours of labour, the time allowed for meals, are according to the agree¬ 
ment ; whether subjected to any laboUr beyond their strength, for which they had not 
engaged themselves ? * . » 

fi.—At what hour do they commence .work, when do they leave off, and what is the 
nature of it ? 

-i 

7. —What is the numlwr of cane-holes they are required to dig for their daily task ; is the 
number of holes regulated according to.the soil ? 

8 . —The same question with regard to weeding ? 

9. —During the manufacturing season, how' many hours are they kept at work ? ^ ' 

10 . —When required to perform extra work, are they paid foi it, and whether they do so 

•with, their own free will ? . . 

II . —Whether in sickness they receive proper medical attendance ? 

12 . —Whether Ihe.y understand that they are to be provided witli a pa-ssage back to India, 
free, of expense, at the expiration of their engorgement ? 

13. —Wliether they were originally engaged in India on account of their present (iinployci-, 
or transferred to him by otlier parties ? 

14. —^Whether su'.h transfer has been made with the authority of Government, and with 
their free consent ! 

13,—^Vhcthe'r any^of the.m are. hired out by their masters, and whether aware of tl»e rate ! 

1 «.—Whether they are subjected to personal restraint, or any other punisliroent, hy their 
master, or those eniploycd over them ? • 

17.—Whether tliey are a ware of the course they have to follow to obtain redres.s wlien 
aggrieved by their musters pr otiicrs ? 

IR.—Whether they find it easy to correspond with their friends in India, through what 
channel thev send tliem. whether they have received answers in return, and if tliey are 
aware that the police will nusiyt id forward their letters? 

19. —Whether Ihcy depo.sit their saving,s with their employers, or have it in their own 
keeping," or whctlicr awa.e of the existence of a savings bank, and of its allowing an interest 
,of five per cent, on the niongy deposited ? 

20 . —Whether, from the m.miier in which they are treated in Mauritius, they would, after 

their return to India, feel themselves warranted in recommending their countrymen ongagiuK 
on similar terms ? ' ■ 

21 . —whether they were well treated on board during the passage? 


30 January lasii.—Mcs.srs. liertrund 4 CJIcog’s Estate, “ Laura)” managed by 

Mr. Bertraml.. 

sW lU! s by the Employer. ’*•' 

1. -*-Thirtv-seven'from Calcutta in Jifovember 1830; 12 frrnn the Coast in July 1838.— 

Total,.49. . ; . . 

2 . --None. 

3. ~Not (Spplicable. 

4 . —No deaths, • , . 

3,;—None sick; one absent since a twelvemonth. 

6. -»-Al)sent one or two. . . - ’ ; 

7. —Not uppllcabie. ’'"i . . 

0.—None ; thev ^oend tiieirmoney in entertaining their friends. 

9.~No. ' ■ ■ ° 


10. I am 



INDtAJi MAtlBlTI'idi'43 

10 .—I gm aware that one inan.has written to Indi^ for his mother to join hira- 
• 11 .—Not to my knowledge^ 

, 12 ..—No, I am not. 

13 . _Dr. IJlcoq; he calls four or five times a week,, but is seldom required, as there are 

very few sick. , 

14 . —In a case of emergency a medical man may be in half an hour. 

15. '—Yes, I am, but they .are never worked on Sundays, 

10 .—No. 

. Mr. Bertrand informs the coinniittee that inconsequence of bad conduct the sirdar has 
been sent back to India. 


Ansuehs by the Indian Labourers. 

1. —Ybs, we are, and understand its conditions. 

2. —Yes,we iweive our pay regularly; but a rupee is retainerl (agreeably to their engage- 
inent). 

3. —We complain of not receiving a sufficient quantity of rice. (The committee had the 
measure of rice weighed in their presence, and before the Indians, and found it exceeded the 
ration .by 1 J lb. a week). 

‘I.—Yes, we have received onr clotliing regularly. 

fn—We are not overworked; we perform task-work, and therefore have sufficient time 
for our meals. 

0.—Wc begin at day-break, and leave off when our task is finished ; sometimes at two, 
three, and four o’clock. 

7.—One hundred cane holes, which number is regulated according to the soil, 
a.—Task-work. 

!t.—Oamiot e,xactly .say; but the work is not more fatiguing than in tlie fields. 

10.— We arc not employed on e.stra labour, as our engagement states that we are to work 
li'om sunrise to sunset, being allowed three hours for our.meals, 
ill.—^Yes, we. receive medical uttendauee. 

12. — Yes, wc do. 

13 . —We were engaged by Messrs. Ulcoq and Pelletiei-, and transferred to their present 
employer with the estate.' 

14. —^Ve were transferred vvith our consent. 

13.—None of us are hired out. 

IO , —One man, named Kahmoodee, complains o.^ having been held down and punished 
with a leathei stiap about 18 months ago; he complained to the civil commissary, who 
merely sent him back; he states he is the only one who has been punished. 

.17.— We are aware. 

18.—We are disposed to write, but were not aware of the luuntiel' of forwarding our letters 
(which* is now explained to them). 

IP. —W’c have no savings. 

20.—W'e find the work more severe than what we were led to expect, and therefore would 
not recommend our countrymen coming here. 

The cominittce inspected the hospital, and found it sufficiently large and commodious; 
the Indians are hutted in the same manner as the apprentices; two or three live together. 
They arc Bengalees I'rom the neighbourhood of Oalcuttu: about one-half were field labourers, 
the others are" petty tradesmen; one man is a complete idiot; they appear in very good 
health, and cheerful. 

Mr. Bertrand denies having had tlie man named Kahmoodee held down, but admits 
having punished him with a stirrup leather for his insubordination. 


Summaiy of Engagement with Mr. Bertrand and his Indian Labourers from Bengal.— 

Mr. Mayer, Acting Agent. 

1 .—Five years’ service from date of arrival, with facility of transfer. 

’■‘i.—Wages of labourers, five rupees; wages of Sirdars, six rupees, 

3. —'I'o be employed in the cultivatiomof sugar cane and mannfecturc of sugar, &c. 

4. —Hours of labour from sunrfse to sunset; inteival of two hours for meals; during 

nianulactuiing sca.soii time of labour to be e.xteiidcd. ’ 

3.—Subject to rulps of discipline in use; penalty of hull a rupee for each day’s absence 
without leave. In case of differciices, to submit to the authority of the district. 

.58. ■ ' 0 .1 
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CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 

MAl'lUTIUfc'- ^•—case of sickness, brought on by misconduct, no wages'to be paid, and medical 
attendance nt the expense of labourer. 

7.—One rupee a mouth, to be retained for passage iii case of ipisconduct. 
ft.—Provisions during the voyage: 

1^ lb.‘5. of rice. 

4 07.. of dpi. 

2 lY/. of siit foil. 

1 07. of ghee. 

1 07, of chillies, onions, and tamarinds, 

I 07. of salt, mustard and tobacco, occasionally. 

On embarkation: 1 blanket. 

1 jacket. 

1 cap. 

I vioodeii bowl.' 

I brass pot for four men. 

1 mat. 

1 ).—Right of successive transfers reserved to the employers. 


Abstract of Mr, Beriraiid’a Engagement witli his Indian Labourers from the Goasl.^ 

1 . —To work for five years, from the date of arrival at Mauritius. 

2 . —Fixes the pay at five ruirees pr t menscra, from day of commencing work. 

Daily allowance; Iflb-of rice, »oz. of salt fish, or meat and curry pow-der. 

Yearly allowance; 1 blanket, 8 yards of common cloth, 2 handkerchiefs; couvenient 
lodging to be provided on arrival. 

3. —Passage to Mauritius to be paid by the master, with necessary food, &c. 

4. —The men cngag> <0 cultivate sugar cane, utteiid cattle, make roads, &c. IIuur.s of 
labour, from daylight till dusk; not less than three hours to be allowed for meals; engage to 
perform the usual Simday corvee. 

5. —Not to be punished excejit by competent authority; three annas to be deducted for 
every day’s absence from work. 

(I, —Four (lays allowed for their festival, called Pongolah. Medical attendance and 
medicine at the expense of the master, but pay to be stopped during illness. 

7 . —Insures tliem the free exercise of their religion, and the right of establishing a place 
of worship. 

8 . —Labourers refusing to \t i k Ha' le to be compelled by the authorities of the district. 

f 

9. —All difterences regarding the execution of tlie contract to be submitted to the com¬ 
missary of police of the district. 

10. — Anv Indian of the band who may have been on tiie island, and sent back for iiiis- 
condnet, t" be reshipped for India at the expense of the whole band: likewise, any man found 
to labour under a chronic disease, to be sent back at the expense of the whole band. 

11 . —Passage back at the expiration of five ycare to be paid'by the master, 

12 . —The advance of three months’ pay to be dtsiucted by instalments from their pay. lii 

case of desertion at the time of embarkation the loss to the master, to be reimbursed by the 
whole band. ' 

13. —-Right of transfer of part or of the whole band of Indians vested in the master, 
witlioul any rcservi- on the part of the former. 

14. —One rupee a iriontii, to be deducted from their pay, to form a fund to defray their 
passage back, m the .event of misconduct. 

The ejuantity of food to be given to them in the island is omitted in the Calcutta engage¬ 
ment. The men, both from the coast and Bengal, declare, that they have been furnished 
with tilt difierent 01 ticlcs of food Mentioned in the 8 th article of the Caldutta agreement, as 
food all;)wed during the voyage. 



LABOUMRS ,IN; the'MAUR m^.: 


‘30 Janaaiy 1839. 

Mr. Frederick Mamet’^ Estate. 
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1.—00 from Calcutta, on 2Cth Jan. 1P38. 
10 from the coast, on 0th Nov. 1838. 

60 - Total’. 


2.—Not applicable, 
it.—Ditto. 

4. —Four died durinir the voyage from 
.Calcutta, and two more since their arrival, 
not included in tlic 60 . 

5. —Five in hospital, three absent, two 
since ia^ April. 

It.—Four is the average, during the month 
of December last. 


7.—Not applicable. . 

p.—No. 

0 .--Nit»l never. 

10 . —Not to iny knowledge; but one man 
expressed a wish to do so. 

11 . —Not to joy knowledge. 

12 . —Not aware of it. 

13. —Dr. Triaud ; visits the sick twice a 
week. 

14. —Can command the attendance of the 
doctor in lialf an hour. 

16.—I am aware, but never exact work 
tlrom tltem on Sundays. 

16.—No. 


Answeh.s by the Indians. 


1. —'Fliey do understand the conditions. 

2. — They do. 

3. —Although they receive tl]e r(UBiiiity of 
provisions according to tlicir engagement, 
yet they complain of its not being enough. 

1.—Yes, they arc. ‘ 

6.-—They do not comjdain ol‘ being over- 
w<u'kc(l, and say that they are allowed the 
same hours iiir their meals as tlie apprentices, 
(whirii is tluce Inmrs,) when not employed 
on ta.sk-work. 

6. —.At sun-rise, and leave off as soon as 
their task is fijii,slied. 

7. —Their task is generally 00 cane holes 
a day, but tlie number is regulaterl according 
to the soil. 

S. —Task-work also in weeding. 

• 1 .—Not applicable, a,s no sugar is manu- 
(actured on tins estate. 


10. —Are never ein})loyed at extra labour. 

11. —Yes, they receive medical attend¬ 
ance. 

12. —Yes, they do. 

13. —Yes, they were. 

14. —Not appiicaide. 

1.5. —'I'hey are not hired out. 

16. —They do not complain of being ill- 
u.se.d. 

17. —Yes, they are aw'are. 

18. —^They have not yet written to their 
friends. The committee have, explained to 
them tliatthc police will forward their letters. 

10.—They nave spent all thCir money. 

20.—They will .speak favourably of the 
island on their return to India, and recom¬ 
mend their friends to engage for the Mat!- 
ritius. 


TIu: committee having inspected the accommodations and ho.spitaI for the Indians, find 
them suflicient and commodious; the hospital in a good state, and capable of containing 
12 ])aticiite. TIk; men aj>pear in good condition, and licaltliy: only one man states himself 
to be a washerman, and complains that the work in flu; fields is too severe lor him. 

The great majority of this baiul are men from Hiruiuostan ; one third, at least, are petty 
tradesmen, who were unviccustomed to agricultural labour. 


Summary of Engagement with Mr. ami the llengal labourers, entered into 

i;!th Deeembe.i' 1S37, at (Calcutta.—Mr. F. Lfiiii/loi.n, Acting Agent. 

].—Five years' service for sugar manufacturing or other work, tlx? quantity of labour to 
be tixed by the manager of the property. ^ 

2 .—^Traiisler to be made, only with their consent, tt> be deMared before, a public othcer ; 
in case of d(?ath, e.xeculors to be answerable, for perlormanco of contract. 

;{._Wa>'-cs; .5 rupees 4 annas per mensem, to commence from expiration of .seventh 

month fwjm date, of arrival'; a <leduction of 1 rupee per mensem, to provide a pfissag(i in 
ease of misconduct. 

5 ._deduction of 4 uimas for every day’s absenee without leave, exclusive of such other 

punishment as iiiav be awarded by tlie proper authority. ^ 

0 .—Subject to tbe jurisdiction of local authority. 

7 . —Daily allowance, 14 chittacks of rice, 1 chittack,i,of salt; yfearly, a blanket, two 
dholces, one cap, one wooden bowl. 

8. —Passage back at the expiration of five years, to be paid by the employer. 

9 . —Medical treatment to be provided ; pay stopped during period of illness. Collectively 
answcraWo tor the due performance of tlm contract. 

The engagement of the coast men was entered into at Cnddalore, and diflers witli that of 
Mr. Bertrand’s only in not holding the band resixtnsible for individual misoouduct. 

o 4 
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OF. 


30 JEmMstry 1839, 

* 01[r. Fournier’a Estate. 


l.“3e men, fi’om the coast, on 2lst March 
1837. 

7 women, from the coast, ,«Dt under 
engagement. 

37 - Total. 


2. —None. 

3. —JVot applicable; 

4. —No deaths have occurred. 

8.—-Two in hospitaJ; two absent since 
September 1837, and one absent since Janu¬ 
ary 1839. 


'0.—One is about the at'emge. 

7. —Not applicable, as the engajj^ment is 

for five years. / 

8. —None ; they spend their pay. 

o.—No. ■ • V 

10 . —I believe one has written. 

11. —Not to my knowledge. 

12. —;Not awan;. 

13. —Dr. Triaud; visits the sick three* 

■'times a week. , 

14. —Can command his assistance in two 

hours. • 

13.—Yes, I am aware. 

* Ifi.—No. 


Answers^ by tlie Indians. 


1. —Undcmland the conditions of their Cn- 
gagemoiit, mnl are satisfied. 

2. —Receive their pay regularly. 

3. — They are (juite satisfied. 

4. —Yes, they do receive their cloUiing. 

3.—They are allowed the same time' as the 
aiprcntiee.s, vi/,. three hours for their meals, 
when nol employed on task-work ; tliey dt) 
not complain of being overworked. 

(i.—At sun-rise, and h-ave off us soon us 
their task is finished. 

7. —inn caiie-holcs ■ <tay ; the nmnbor is 
regtilaled according in inc soil. 

8. —Weeding is not done by task-work ; 
tlicy work from snii-ri.se to sun-set, when 
weeding, three hours lieiiig allowed lot 
meals. 

9. -r-They are not lanployed in tlic manu¬ 
facture of .sugar. 

in.—Not applicable. 

11 .—Yes, they receive medical attend¬ 
ance. 


12. —Yea, they do understand that, at the 
expiration of their engagement, they are to 
be sent back to India, free of cx|)ense. 

13. —Yes, they were origuially engaged foi 
their presemt cmj)loyer> 

14. —Not applicable. 

1.5.—None are hired out. 

10,—Yes; two men complain of heiin;; 
frequently beaten by one of the overaeersi 

17.—Yes, they do; otie of them, accom¬ 
panied by 22 other.s, went to tiie civil •com¬ 
missary to complain, and were muleted 
2 rupees eacli from their pay. The. j)ro])ri(;tor 
state.s that Mr. Keynaru, the assistant civil 
commissiu'y sentenced them to a tine ol’ 
2 rupees each. 

15. —No, they have not written mir re¬ 
ceived letters. , 

19. —No, they .Spend all their money. 

20, —Yes, they would speak lavourahly of 
the island; but com)>lain that the work is 
.severe. 


The comiuiltee having visie .1 fl, aecoramodations and liospital, find that t'le men are 
hutted, and the hospital capable of containing 12 men. The men ajipcar in very good 
health, and contented. , * 

The sams engagement as tliat of Mr. Bertrand’s eoust-meii. 


31 January 1839^ 

Beauchamp. Mr. Blancard’a Estate. 


-.57 from Calcutta in 1837. 

58 .. (iitto - in 1.838. 

11.5 - Totui. 

e.—All by tiun.sfer jv’itli the property from 
Mr. Meiiager. ' 

3. —Yes, wilh the sanction of Govern¬ 
ment. 

4. -Two ilunrig the pteige, and three, 
since their arrival; not included in the 
115. 

5. —Vour men in hospital; none absent 
0.—Fiv(: sick durinai the last four months. 


7. — Not applicable. 

8. —^Beven have money in ray hands, one 
of whom has saved 30 rupees during 18 
motitlis. 

Ol—No, I have not. ‘ 

1 0. —Not to my knowledge. * 

11. —Ditto. 

«12.—No, 1 am not. 

13. — Dr. Triaud; visits the sick three 
times u week, and otteuer if necessary. 

14. —Can command his attendauqe in half 
an hour, in cases ofeidcrgeftcy. 

15. —Yes, I am aware of.it. 

10—No 
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AirfiVtss b; the Labomrs. 


:43C^ 
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l.—TIiey are satisfied fiat the oonditiotts 
arc perfonned accofdiag to the engagement 

a.—-’ifjhey are paid rcgulariy; and 1 rupee 
is retained fi>m toeir p|.y, agreeably to the 
engagement. 

а. —Tliey complain of not receiving their 
quantity of rice. (Tire committee had tho 
ration weighed, and found it correct.) 

4. —^Ves, they receive the clothing regu¬ 
larly. 

5. —They have sufficirat time allowed 
them for tljeir meals, and are hot over¬ 
worked. 

б. —From sunrise to sunset; and they are 
employed in digging cajoe-holes. 

7. —80 or 90, generally 80; and the num-. 
bei is regulated according to the soil. 

8. —In weeding; the hours of labour arc 
fropr sunrise to sunset, being allowed the 
usual time for food. 

».—From five in the morning to sunset, 
being allowed three l)ours for tlieir meals. 

10.—They arc never employed on extra 
labour. 


11. —Yes, they receive medical htfendahee. 

12. —Yes, tocy do understand that they 
are to be s^t wick to India, at iheir mas¬ 
ter’s ( 


13. —^They'werc engaged for Mr. Meuager. 

14. —Yes, with tlieir consent. 

^ ' 

13,—None are hired but 
, 10.—Yes, one roan complains of the sirdar 
beating him. On the sirdar being ques¬ 
tioned, ho states that th^ Indian so com¬ 
plaining is in the habit of absenting himself 
from his work for three hours at a time, 
under frivolous pretences, and of idling at 
his work. 

17. —Yes, Ihey ai-e aware of the course 
they have to pursue to obtain redress. 

18. —^Thcy are disposed to write, and will 
send their letters to the police to be for¬ 
warded. 

19. —Seven of llicni have money in their 
master’s hands. 

20. —Tliey will speak favourably of the 
island, and would recommend their friends 
strongly to come to the Mauritius. 


With regard to accommoilation, they are hutted in the same manner as the appmitices. 
The coimnittce found the hospital very large and airy, capable of containing at least 60 
patients. 

The men are prineipally from the western provinces of India, and some from Lucknow 
Agra and Meerut, &c. 

Oni' man, who is in a diseased state,. apparently a lejier, is desirous of rctuming to his 
country, us he is unable to work, and has done nothing since his arrival. Mr. Blancard 
slates that he has no other objection to send back this man, than his helpless state. 

'file contract of <i0 of tlie men was-renewed in the island, before Mr. Montocchio, the 
civil CQimuissary; the conditions arc the same, but the time of service is only four and a 
lialf years, six months linviug elapsed since the arrival of the men. 


Summary of Agreement with Indian Labourers from Calcutta, engagad by Mr. T. Franw 
for Mr. Meriagi, and trausfen'ed to Mr. Blmicard, of Ueau-Ciiamp Estate. 


1. —Engaged to work for five years; trans- 
for to be made by mutual consent before a 
public officer. 

2. —^'I’o perl’onn all work on a sugar 
estate. 

.7.—Hours of labour from sunrise to sunset, 
two hours allowed for meals; time of labour 
extended during the manufacturing of sugar 
if necessary. 

4.-^.To submit to such discipline as esta¬ 
blished by proprietor; not to absent them¬ 
selves without written perraisrion, under 
pebalty of half a rupee per diem, and, any 
roigunderstanding to be submitted to legal 
authority. , ^ 

f>.—Medical aid to be borne by die master, 
except in cases of illness brougnt' on by in¬ 
temperance and misconduct. Labourers to 
leceive no pay during illness. 


6. —One rapec to be reto'ucd from their 
wages to pay passage back in case of mis¬ 
conduct. 

7. —-The pay to commence from the date 
of their ombarkatiqn. Sirdam* pay at seven 
rupees per month; five rupees to ikbourers ; 
four rupees to first class boys, and thre^ 
rupees to second class boys for the first two 
years, and four rupees for the ’ ' 
tliree. 

Food, 14 ehittackft of rice. 

— 2 ditto dhpIL 

— 1 ewnceofgh^'. 

—■ J ounce of salt. 

Clothing per dunum. 

2 dbootiejd 
1 blanket. 

1 jacket. 

1 cap. 


58 . 
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•U Jauuury li$40> 1 

Bt'ftu RivugpHjr-MosM^. JAf/»««/«< and Belkt’n Eatnic. 
Vlauastccl by Mi Fnlxml 


I - fi6 Horn ( nlcuUa, in li'.i'?- it* 

fi& bom the (ou^, ui No^embiT 3S.17 

finil <luii( ihjt 

1.JO Toln) 

i—'/'> wi'ii (iHH'^fc.ried Mith IIk fhUtt 
bmii I'll Rtijjci 

I-I hflii'vi so, bill « mnof positivdy 
s.iy 

t —hi\ havt. dii^d mnoo tliui .unval, aud 
si>L ai( absent uitbont leave 

i—fm III hospital 


(i —Avtiatje about wx ♦ • . 

7.—'JVotaipplnabl^. • 

H.—One man bah m my bniids 2,’i mpi'os 
1 Imve not. 

10. —Not to iny knowlidm 

11. —Ditto 

I j,—-No, f an u<i( Mwme «tif, 

II —Di. Mil la I Msitf* twic* II week. ' 
It.—Can lommnml iiiidunl tssivtamt in 

two horns 111 tin i vent ol emeiLeutv. 
i.> —\ < s, I vin aw in ‘ 

Iff —No. 


A^BWfBsbv llu I.iibouixTs 

l.—Yps,tlit> an satishi il, and niidimtand lo—An iicvti employed ort e \tia woik 

the ((mditious on wiiuh they tmtapid tl —Yis, ili<v tiinve inidi<.iti •ittend 

j Y(s, liny all u}^idailv pud, mil bm unci 
iiipie letaiiiid Huonliii; to tlun aCieiiiKiit. IJi.— Yi s, tin y do 

t Yi«, tluynie 13.- N», tliey lun iui,ii.h! hi Mi 

4 V es, they 111 nvi then ilollim,’ri'ni- Ro"ei 
larly 14—Vis widi iliiii lonsent mil lliit I 

1 —Yi*!, till y liavi hidhiieiit 1uu< allowid the OoMiiuiieiit 
till in loi thfii iiuals, and an not over- 16,— ^Tliey flif not Ji!n,(l out 

ivoikid ' 10—No, they Lave iiotliiny; to miuplain 

0 —I’loin simiiw losuiisd vtoiking in tin of with le-spitl to bad tiiatinimt 
tiilils 17— Yeh, till) an aivaic 

7--l.ip,bty (III hobs, the niimbii is Im —Thty will watt iiml toiwaid Ihtn 
rtj,ulatid iiioidin,; to the soil (lie muu littiis thioui.li thi poliii 
and thne otliiis had hnislitd thin task to 10.—One man, mnvd I'a^nit.lias dtpo 

day at 12 o’llotk 'J'hi holts iie Ih im lies ati il l!2 in|H‘es with his inasti i 
loiiL,‘I niilus (hi( 'lid‘I bioail af>.—Thi) will .peak tavounbly o( tli 

s -Tisk-ivork also 10 Miidmt, eland, and would luoiiuuitid thui blind 

»•).—rioni euaiise to suilsii, haviiiy thin <oimn|'het(. 

Iioim diowid fhiin loi thin intalis 

rtny ajijii ir vt” hapjiy ni this < iiti, nut in in eoud londituni, liutte/|;.ni <lii saun 
ninnnti as the a})piintici Tin Ipispital is ;ood and aiiy,,auiJ: ktJSl iltaiu and lan tontain 
tboiit id patu »lh without (imuiiodKl 

rill (oiiditions il till naneuiPiit toi tin i oast tinn ate the same as thosi nl Mr. Beitiimil, 
\o 1 TJiost hn lh( Cideutla ram tilt Sinn is those < 1 Mi Dlaniatd. 

Till ma)oiity ot this band wm ipiiciillni d libonrtis m luilm, those ’intiodnied bom 
rill ntm an from tin 1< wir ptovimi s of Bi in* d ^ 


> Ft'bruaiy Irt.to 
Ml MoniMthtn’-, Estate, 

The munnilte abstmblul at ut,ht a.si , at tin tibove-namtd s-rtatf, and-Vveiie mloiint J 
liy Mi Aloiiti ulno, thm hi ob|ectid to the luipiiiy btitii^ raadi on lus i«dablishmeuf. Tlie 
immmitie uipistid Mi Montoulno to tiiiinsli thun with his foimal lebtsal ni wibnn., 
whiih In jiiomind to do 'llu lominittce thin pioueded to the nixl hstali .’lielori^iot* w 
M ulann l.’la’ijii III I, iinl whilst llieu oeiupiid m the iiivestnjation, tlwy weie invited by 
Ml Montimhn ttinl bis biotini, who had billowed tliem, to,ietiim to his estati mid 
ivainmi Ins Indian , i he liad < lun£>id hi« nmid. Tin eommiftee informed linii that tliey 
1 ould not at Hut liom ntnin, liavmu wnnniranotliir piopiietoi of then inteiiiL'd visit, but 
ihiy 11 «dd visit hjs (stall n few days ititrrvvaids 

Tin lomraiilri did tine' oi foui days anb«et|nently ujlimati to Ml. Moiltoclluo linn 
ntimon li paying; bim a suoiid vi<ot, ms it ply was that, he had not as yd leieived liis 
< n^a.i meiils fioih I'oit Louis, and liegned ns, tliemfore, to postpone oui mmuiy. 

Abu sillh vaiillation, till, lomuuttei wui not siiipnsed at olmctvmk Mr. Montoalnos 
III" amonu:,i sipnaturts of the probst of tin planters ol the first <iei'tion ot Flaiq, 
tliou(>h Ml Mol u lo's estate IS lu the second section 
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L’Empernft'si EsteSte.. 


'- fr(>il»'ii}ie'‘ieottst ia }’8'37.'• ■ I ' 

‘ ‘ .» from Calcntta irt 1838'. . 

13'Tdiai.. , »' '■ 

S.—^^None. . ' . 

‘ 3.~jNot applicaW^), • ' 

4.—One died beklnging to the Calcutta 
‘band ijl-|^8,tiot.iBduded ftithe eight. 

i),—i-T*o iri hospital; 

0.—Abaentcmh.-; 

.7.-r-Ifdt applicabfe 

■Answers, by the. 

l'.—Are _ satisfied) . ahd undbrstauil the 
conditions of their engasrenients. 

‘3.— Yes, they receive their pay regulurly. 

3.—^rhe Calcutta, men stath that ihey get 
w'liat is metitloned iji 'the agreeraent, viz., 
oAe and a half pounds of rice, and hdf an 
ounce of salt,' whicii they, .say is not enough ; 
they admit tliey occasionally get. fi-esh fish 
about twice a week.' Thu conet men arc. 
satisfied wjtli their provisions, as'they get 
fish and curiy powder d^ily. (Tlteir engage- 
metit difier,s in tliis respect from that'pf the 
f'aiciiU'a men). 

-1.—Ye,s,'tliey receive, their clothing. 

.■i.—Y'es^ they so gfit sufficicut time allowed 
llie.ui fitr meals, and are m>( overworked. 

().—They go to work a little before sunrise, 

Olid leave od »t s,unset, when not employ(Mi 
at task'Work. 

7, — Eighty-five, cane holes per diem, and 
liicy generally finish their task at two o’clock; 
they oat their meals on the spot,' 

8. —Sometimes liy ta.sk-work, but not in 


8—-Nwiei tliey spend their money. 

9.—Mo. ■ . , . , ' 

‘ 1 0 .—Kot to my knowledge. 

)!.—Ditp"< ' ■<; 

12. —No, was not aware. 

13. —Dr. Dupin ; whenever he is wanted, 
i can ooiiimand Ins services. 

14. —Can command his attendance in two 
hours in cases of emergency. 

15. —I aril aware of it. > 

Ui.—No, 


Labourers. 

9. —INot applicable. 

Iff.—Are never employed on extra work, 

11—Yes, tlioy receive’niedical attendance. 
12.—Y^es, they do. 

1!{.—Yes, they were. 

14.—Not applicable. 

1.5.—Node are hired out. 

IB. —^Tliey have never been punished, nor 
have they cause to complain of their master, 
hut they have been threatermd to lie put in 
confinement if they conduct themselves im¬ 
properly. 

17. —Yes, they arc awaiv. 

18. —^They have not yet written, but will 
do so, as they have now been made ac- 
c^usunted with the mode of forwarding them. 

10. —No; they have no money in their 
master’s hands, but will henceforth save 
money ami put it in the savings bank. 

•30.—Yes, they would sjieak favourably of 
the island, and recommend their friends to 
come licre. 


Till’ men otc liutlod like the appi'eutices', and the hos[)ital is sufficiently airy, and large 
ciitiugli to contain lO'patient.s. 'riie whole of the men here ('.sipressed tlieiuselves well 
siitisfk'd with their master. From the circuinstauce of the estate, being iminediately on the, 
sea co-ast, they have the facility of' catching fisli every day nftei they have finished their 
task’; ■ ■ • . ' . 'f: -i 

One clause of the agreement of tlie Calcutta men slates that th,' lioufs of labour shall be 
determined by the ihanagcr of the estate. 

The Benff.a1 men arc trom the ileighikourhood of Calcutta. 

The contract of the coast men is similar to that of iMr. .Bertrand. 


. . ■ . ' •’ February 1831). ' 'i' ■•t 

Belle Etode Estate, Messrs. A»drt)i. Co. Managed by Mr. Bo«rpatd<. t 

7. —Not applicable. 

8. —^o ; none. ''i 
!»,—i\o; I have not. 

10 .—Not to my knowledge, 
n,—Ditto. 

1*3.—Was.,not aware- 
13,—Dr. Eicon visits the sick twice a 

2.—Caimot say, as l,-havt; ■only lately ' 

takeiip (fhiH'gts^f^ the estate.*'' ... , l4.*-(jari ig^mmand his attendance ml, 

not know. ■ cases of emca’genc/ in an hour arid a half. 

'i..i-fScvcii'.of..ihe Calcutta men. died in i;,.—i -am aware that'Sunday, laboujfie 

^83B. • s,' . ' not allowed. 

- 5.—-None:sim.at present; none absent. Kb—No, 

ft.—Abput five, ■ » ■ ' 

.‘58. H 3 


dl‘.—do front .Calcutta, ui,l83«.’ 
10 ditto - 
' *2,8 > '^the const, m'1837. 


Id? ■- ..Total. 
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CORRESPOlfftEJrOE RESPECTING EMPLClYMENT OF 


/it) 


MAltttltlUS. 


Ahswbks by the LabWircrsi 

I. —-AresatsBfied tlmttheconditioneofthe la.—They haire always wth'ked pa this 

engagement are fi4fi)lcd by tht^ emnlpyer. estate since tlmir arriwal in the island. ' 
a2.— ^They Tectshre tlicir pay regnlwly. 14.— NPt applicable. , . * 

3.— Yes, they are. 16.— rNone of them are hired out. 

jj, 4.— They receive their clothi|»g. J8.—Some of t^ coast-mai ccanplain 

6. —^Hiey have, sufficient fime allowed that .when they are ill and go to the hos- 

them for their meals, and are hot over- pital, after the visit of the doctor some of 
worked^ ^ . < •" them are told to go to iheir work, and if 

tf.—From daylight till sunset, wlien not they do not corap^ with tlie order, diey are 
employed on task-work. beaten by the managw, and very llsquently 

7. —Eiglity cane-holes a day; they gene- by die sirdars. •, 

rally finiSi their task by two or tliree 17. —Yes, they are. 

o’clock. i 10 .—.They do not, but will now do so, as 

8. —1116 same withI'egard to weeding. they have been informed thatdheir letters 

9. —They work from daylight till dusk, will be forwarded. 

being ^bwed sufficient time for their food. 19.— They have no money in their cm- 

10. —When so employed they receive ployer’s hands. 

spirits and extra half-ration. 20.—Yes, tliey Will speak fitvourahly of 

II. —^They receive medical attendance. the island. 

12.—Yes, they do. 


The men are hutted in the same manner as the apprentices ; the hospital is sufficiently 
commodious, and large enough to contain 15 patibnts. 

Fifty-tliree men from Calcutta complain of not having ghee; their engagement, however, 
only entitles them to rice and salt, they receive in addition, dholl; they used to get ghee, 
which indulgence was stopped in ftmsequence of their making frivolous conlplaints to the 
police. They complain of their foitn^ manager tying them up and punishing them. 

The men from Bengal are generally from the upper provinces, many amongst them petty 
tradesmen, unaccustomed to labour at the soil. 

Engagements the same as Mr. Bertrand’s, vwith the above quoted difference. 


4 February 1839. 

Mr. Clement Langhis’s Estate. 


1.—30 from Calcutta, in 18S6. 
20 - ditto - in 1837. 
20 - ditto - ial886. 

70 

1 sent back, 

09 - Total. ' 


2. —None. 

3. —Not applicable. 

4. —1 died on landing of the first band. 

2 died since - ditto. 

1 died from excess of drinking. 

4 •• Total of deaths. 


Answers by 

1. —They are dissatisfied with their en¬ 
gagement, as they receive but Ij lb. of rice, 
and J ounce of salt. 

2. —^They receive their pay regularly; one 

man, named Ch&lee, complains of liavihg 
received no pay fOr two years,, though em¬ 
ployed in tending cattle, and goats. The 
whole of the band say that when tliey lose 
their weeding tools, 3s. an*deducted from 
their’pay; fuso they complain that when, 
they are ill, double the number of days’ pay 
is deducted. . ' ■ 

3. —No; they are npt sgtislied with their 
previsions, ns thev receive nothing but rice 
and salt. 


6 _Two in hospital, five absent, three of 

whom have been more than a year absent. 

6.—From three to four. 

7-—Not applicable. 

8. —Four hod nmney in my possession, 
whitih they Save since withdrawn; cannot 
say how much they save yearly. 

9. —No, I have not. 

10. —Not to my knowledge. 

11. —Ditto - ditto. « 

12. —Was not aware of it. 

13. —Dr. Dupin visits the sick twice a 
week. 

14. ^Can command his services in an 
hour and a half. 

15. —I am aware of it ' ) 

16. —No, 1 have never complained of 
them as they have never refined to work. 

the Labourers. 

4.—^Yes; they receive their clotbifig an- 
nually. 

3.—Yes; they have time sufficient fd** 
their meals. 

6. —From daylight to dusk, and then 
made to perform corve6 work, which is to 
bringf”wood and grass for, cattle. 

7. —^They commenced ^at 30 hoW aiad 
gradually mcreasad to 100; qap, man, states 
Siat he finisfheSi his task in eight: houjj^ con- 
stsml* wcxrlc* 

8. —"^ey sometimes finish their weeding 
task at, tijvo o’clock, apfi at otiier times it 
takes them till late in the evening; it de¬ 
pends entirely <jp fihe nature of4he ground. 

9.—:Those 



INDIAN LABOURERS IN THE MAURITIUS. .'iT 


9.-—Those men who work in the sogar- 
hottse commence at day-breaJ^jjid leaTe off 
at BCTen o’clock/n the evening. 

10;—Are not e^loyed on extra work. 

11. —They receive medical attendance. 

12. —They understand that they are to be 
sent back to India at the expiration of their 
contract, free of expense. 

13. —Yea, they were. 

14. —Not applicable. 

15. —Ditto. 

16. —Some of tlieiii complain of being 
beaten by the apprentice commander placed 
•over them. 


17.—They are aware of the course they 
have to follow. 

They have not as yet written nor 
received? letters, but they will now avail 
themselves of tlie facility, afforded of doing' 
so. ' , 

19. —.they have no ihoney in tl^r. 
cmpl^dr's ban& t 

20 . —^They arc very muclj^ diasatided with 
the island, and- would not recommend their 
friends coming here; they appear generally 
discontented. 


They are well housed, The hospital js airy and comniwlious, capable of contoinihg about 
12 patKipts. ^ 

The committee consider that the general dissatisfaction evinced by the men might arise 
from the conditions of the engagement of two bands, vamng in the (mantity of provisions. 

The man named Chtsdec has, from dropsy, been unable to work; Mr. Langlms admits he 
does not give him his full pay, as he is incapacitated from working on the plantation, but 
that he. gives him one and sometimes two rupees a mootl^ for tending the goats a few hours 
in the day. 

The men who receive only rice mid salt, have an extra pay bf .i of a rupee per mensem, m 
lieu of the other articles of food. 

These bands are composed inostiy of men from the lower provinces of Bengal; many of 
them had never worked at the soil in India. 


fWAWfllTiys, 


4 February 1839. 
Mr. /. Marie La^me. 


1.—25 from Calcutta, on 28th Jan. l'838. 
26 from the coast, on 28th Feb. 1838. 

*60 - Total. 


2. —None. 

3. —Not applicable. 

4. —One cUed fropi an accident by a log 
of wood falling on him in Oheof theii‘ Indian 
festivals (Churnick Pooja) on 25tli Decern- 
her 1838. 

6.—One in hospital; one of the coast men 
is absent. 


6. —Two. 

7. —Not applicable. 

8. —None. 

9. —No, I have not. 

10 . —Not to iny knowledge. 

11. —Ditto - ditto. 

12. —No, Iwas notuware of it; 

13. —Dr. Dupin visits the sick twice a 
week. 

14. —Can command his attendance in an 
hour afid a half. 

15. —I am aware of it.. 

16. —No, I have neVer had occasion to 
complain of their refusing to work. 


Answebs by tjie Labourers. 


I. —Yes, they understand the nature of 
their engagements and are satisfied with its 
perfomian^. 

' 2.'—Yes, tliey receive their pay"rcgularly. 

3. —^Yes, they kre. 

4. —Yes, they do receive clothing. s; 
6.—Yes, they have suflicieut tinio allowed 

them for their meals, and are not over- 
’ worked. 

6. —When not employed at task-work 
they commence at day-bn^k with tjie ap¬ 
prentices, and leave off' at dusk. 

7. —Eighty cane-holes a day; the 'number 
IS regulated according to the soil. 

8. —^Tlie weeding is not done t>y task¬ 
work. 

' 9.—They commence at day-break, and 
leave off at dusk, having time ailoweh'them 
for their meals. ^ 

»18.— Are never employed at eittra itork. 

II. —Yes, receive medicgl attend- 

■ahee. ■ ■ ■ ' ' ' 

, ' ' ■ H 


12. —Yes, they are aware of it, 

13. —Yes, they were originally engaged 
for their imisent employer, , 

14. —Not applicable. 

16.—No, they are not hired out. ^ 

16. —They say they have never been 
punished by anybody, and are perfectly' 
.satisfied with,their employer. 

17. —Yes, they ai^, aware. 

18. —They will write to their friends hav¬ 
ing now been made acquainted with the 
mode of forwarrling thei^ letters. 

■ 19,—Tliey ■ have no money in their em¬ 
ployer’s hands; many of them have saved 
money , and are desirous of remitting it to 
their relative in India. 

■ 20'.-«-Th«^ win 'speak favourably ,,of ^ 
island; tho|e from the coast say that ai tiie 
expiration of their time they would go to 
India, and retom %>tk tlnrit famfiies pro¬ 
vided their present naaster “ wotfid emptoy 



» The Caictltth m^n »iy>they wotihl rSfu^' witii flieilr Jitinhejs/^r&rid^ ^eir wives vl^ere 
not; cdmiwlled'tp woiit.;, Tlicwh^ say that their master , ■ . ' 

They are Kutted; like the apjjrenlices. inieh(>spital la lf^w.Mid toafiine4 ^ , 

'The men geaetaily^i^ir^sed th^selvci) witishM in eveiy ; ' 

This i#, th&l'firat a«t df 'Stndiahs tHe eomtoittee'have seen adihpbsed'df J^ihowing men 
acca(S,toni^d t» work .at ;the sbil; tfiey are from Outtaek, BurdWmi, H%^],eehaUglj, and 
Ramghur,'• ' 

'The same cpadidoBS as Mr. Boi^and’s. , ■■ , 


4 February 18&9. 


Mr. Auge 

' . ' 

1 .—10 from Calcutta in March 1837; 

14 - ditto - ' in May 1838. - 

24 Total. 

^ ‘ 1 

4 2. -10 were- transfferred from Mr. Barlow'. 

3. — Cannot.say. 

4. -*No deaths. . 

5. None,in hospital; two absent’since 

their arrival. ! 

6. —Scarcely ever any in hospital. 

7. ' —Not applicable. ^ 


ffi/rdy’s Estate* 

' ,8.—Four have money in my possession; 
one to the amount ®f 17 dollars. f 

0.—No, I have not*, a - ,i' 

10. -^Not to my knowledge* 

11 . ^ Ditto,'<httb. , 

• 13,—No, I am not aware of it. 
i;)<—Dr. pupih visits the sick twice a 
wee.k« ’ ' . 

•' i4.—Can .ebmmanrt his attendance ui an 
hour mid a half , ? 

aiii aWB’re of it. 

'ld.-^Haye never-liad cause to complain 
of their reifvsing to work. 


Answk**; by the r*abburers. 

1. —Tliey understand the nature of their ■ 10.—Are never employed on e.vtra labour, 

ilgrecmciit. ., 11.—>They recciyc.nihlica! attcudam-c. 

2. —Yes, they do. ,12.—Yes, they do. 

3. —Yes, they are satisfied. ' . 13.—They were never eniploycd on .luy 

. 4.—Yes, they Toceivr their clothing. ■ ■ othcY'estate but this. 

.5.—They have suffice uttimeajjowed thegi 14/-^Not'iipplk:ab]e. 
for flieir nihals; their labour ts more seveits iin-rNone arc hired out. 

than they expected, but'not 'beyond their 13.—They have never been punished or 

strength. ' s* hnprnsoncd since Ijicy jiave been here., 

a .—Wheuuof attask-wbrk, from daylight ,'17.—Yes, they Ve aware, 

till sunset, being allowed time dor their meals. Ifti-^-^-They will- now correspond with their 
7 -11.5 cane*hole.s at task-work;' the' frieijds,nsi (he mode of forwarding their letters 
smartest of the tneo 'finisJi their , .tesk at lias lieeii expfaihed to them. 

■ two o'clock'. ' ■ ... , 10.—Pour hfl'Tt!,,deposited money in their 

8.—The weeding is not done by task*- ‘empfoyer’e handf*. ‘ 
work. , ' ■. SO.-^Tbey have no'cause to complain of 

t». —From daylight till dvU.rK the fouutiy, but they find the work severe. 

. Tlie cottunittw'. observed to tlte, projiBctor that 113 cahe-lioles, as jhc daily task, was a 
greater miinW Blau exacted On any; other estate as ..yet visited by the committee. Mr. 
Augc Hardy explained that the soil of his 'CSfatp was pai'ticularjy light and soft, from the 
humidity of tlie climate, and mit rocky, as on other estates';, a strong proof of which was, 
the circumstance that liis men generally finished their task by two <>”cloek in tha,.afternoon. 
They arc lodged in three houses, sufficiently large and comfortable, The hospital is also 
oommodioii.s, mid capable of containing eight patients, ‘ i »■ 

'i'iic ration’of provisions is'iiojt the same; the timt set receive .fish, ghee, and tobacco, 
w hich the second do not. j , ' ^ > 

'fbey are labouring.men from Mjdnapofc aJ^.Ilagareebangh ; they .appear cheerful and 
healthy. ' ^ ' 


■ 4, FcMuajy J839.; '' 

*' Mr JKppoiytc/Viiire’s Estate!.*’./. 

1.-30 in ..all, fluurthe coast*, m, ,Tn»e I p..--Not; io ift'y knowledge. 

1838. ■,,, ‘ , .11«—Ditteg-.dittO'. 

3.--None. ' . ' , ' lli,—I was'hotawaret of’it... 

3.—Not af^hc,able. • .. .13,—^Dr.^Dupin visits'^e sick twice a 

.4.-tjVki'de^is. ^■ 

■Tliree..*b hospitfd ’ • : i‘4*-^p,a» coiahjaiid.his attendance in two 

-Two'or lliree. ■ , ■ , ■ jshouvs. ' v. ■ ’ . 

-Notapplicable.■• ' 13.-'^I'ii^aw«l'e;Of.it.*' 

s.--NoiifeMve pi. ncy depbaited with me.: »id.—Hava hod rto'^can® to 
®'’^■ c’ . ; ■ thep'refiisin'g wtorlt/ • 


'f 

in of 






m 


t ' by the Labfit»res».' ' 


•■ „ l.-~yee,-they-%rfer!jtanii Jilt tonditions 
of thei^ engagement. ' 

2. -r'tl»iey m;eive t^eir pay tegularly. 

3. —They receive their provisions agreeably 

to theirenghgemept. ... 

4. —They receive (heir clotiang. 

5. —^They say they have not sufficient iime 
allowed them for their tndals, but are not 
overworked. 

O.-hFioiq daybreak t 111 dusk, haviug two 
hours for their meals.‘ • 

7. —They first coninwfuicd-digging .4o!eiU)e 
holes, and gradually increased to^ roo, whiclr 
they novg accoinpUsn by two or thred o’clock. 
Only 1 a of them are employed at task-work. 

8. —Weeding not by task-Vork. 

a.—Sugar is not manufactured on tins 
estate; their employer sdnds his-canes to 
his neighbour’s mill. 

10. —Are never employed on extra labour 

11. —Yes, they receive medical asssistahce. 


12. "i-Jh^.'UiqsdciSt^tt ,.that'they„are ,tp-;be 

sent ba«k ta:lBtBa, «x|ni!ation of..their , 
time, at tihir emplpyef’s expmiiie.; ■ , 

13. —Yes, mey were onginally Engaged ' 

for their »8eni jen^plfyev. .... 

14. —applicable. ^ , , 

is.-i-Nohe of them i|re-hired out. . 
10 <—Jio, th^, have never been beaten Or 

ill-used. • ■ 

17.—Xes,they are, aware, . , 

l^.wThey will now write to tiicu' relatives, • 
as the inode of tbiwarding their.letters has 
lie4n explained to themi ' . , ’ 

■ 19.—Thiy have no money in their em¬ 
ployer’s hands. 

20.—They arc satisfied with the country*, . 
but complain that the work is severe. 

. 21.—They complain of being very ill-used 
on board ship, received food only , once a 
day, and werr; frequently tied up and punished 
for .stealing water. 


The committee have oliserved-that* the proprietor.has neither an hospital, nor a book 
kept for the puqiosc.- ... . ■ 

They are lodged in two thatched.buildings, sufticicntly large to apcoininodgtc them with 
comfort, were they kept in a more cleanly state. 


’ • & February l&fiO. 

Mr. Tttrby'i Estate “ l.a Oaictc.’*’—Matvagediby Mt, JBowissorr. 


1. —(! Workmen from the coa'sfj on 14th' 

.July 1S3S. - 

12 Labourers ditto, ■ISth ilanuary 1839.. 
18 Total. . 

2. — None. . ' , . ‘ 

3. —Not applicable, ^ ■ V .' .* 

4. —None. '. 

S >.—No sick: ;■ . . 

t!.— Have had nolle. 

7,—Not applicable. . 


8.—rNone. . ' ■ , 

'u.t-No. 

lo—I Jiuve seen them write letters. 

11, -—Not' to my knowledge. 

12. —^Wa.s not aware. ' . 

i;i.i—Dr. Tnaud visits tb«‘ hoSpjt&J tlirec 
innesu week. / • 

. 1.4.—Can command his attendance ^ half 
an ho^, 

am aware. ■ , . . ■ 

Ifil-n^Havc never IrndhccftMioh to eomplaiil 
of then* refusing to work. , . 


A^tswEits by tin* Laliourers. 

I. —^Theyunderstfind the fcouditionsqf their 12.—Ye.s, they understand that clause. * 

engagement. ' . . , ... 13i— Yes, they were. 

3.—Yes, those who have been'here., for' 14.—Not applicable. , ' 

some time receive tlieir pay regqlarly.; tlibse , J —None are hired out. , , 

who arrived in January are not as y^ entitled • 19.—No, they have never been punished 

to pay. ' ' ‘ ; nor ill-used. ’ 

3. -l^YW,'they are..v f7.—They are. * : 

4. —Yes, they do. ' ' , ;14.—Thify have nof written as yet, but 

6.—They are allowed sufiicieut time for will iuTuturi: do so, as. the mode of torward- 

’ their meals, and are not overworkedi ipg their letters has, been explained to them. 

6. —From daybreak till sun^tj'bavivig ' lO,—They have no money in their eui- 

thrte hours allowed tliem for Ihhir meals. jHoyer’s'hands, but will henceforward save 

7. —They are just arrived, and arenot em- money, and place it in tiie .savings biuik; 

played in digging cane-holes, ' the urtificCTS, in particular, appear niore dis- 

i?,'“Are ciijploykd in gardening. posed to do so than (he labourers, as tliCy 

».—iNot applicable. , . . •' receivp double the amount of pay. ' 

10.—Ditto. . 20.—^Yesifithey like the island, and will 

II , —^Those who have been here since July recnmme«ditheir friends coming heite. " . “ 

ast receive medical attendance; the others , 31.—Tlrey were well heated ^n board 

have not been ill shj,ee their arrivitl, . , strip* and had plenty of'.ffood given‘them- 

The hospital is comhiodiou*, and proper beds are provided (hr the sick, " T,h®ii’ wcojpt'H’*'. 
^bon is very good, and the men pppear comfoitaWe. * . 

'58^',' ' ' ;* * 





6u COElUi®]PQH»^Ofe HESPECTWG 4 p 


, 1 ,— 


', Pie^roaty .ie3», . „ ,■„., 

Mr. iifdAn/nf’e Estat*?. ■ .# 

■ ^ ■ .5 ’ ,. * .V. ■ 

me, 




•-12: 


67 T otal. 

„■ ' L'" ■■■ ■'■ •■■ 

' ' 8,—Ifonoi. 

3.-<rNo^',wp|ii^b]e.«r' , ' . 

4r~Bix and Ihree *ent babfe for, 

iniBConduef. 

6i—None s^ck. 

■ 6.—Absant/’one. , . ■'' , 

. —Not applicable. 

8. —Yes, the sirdar napieil Brijnauth has 
10.6 rupees hi my possession, and another 
man has 42 rupees. 

9. ~No, I liave not, 

10. —Not to My knowledge. 

11. —Not to my knowledge. 


18.—Was not aware. ^ 

l3J-41)r. Dnpin visits the sick three times 
a week. 

14. f~C6n command liis a,ttendance in less 

than half an hour. . 

15. —Am aw^te of the clause. ' 

16. —Have had no cause of complaint 
against them; but 22 of tliem, about 18 
months ago, went to town, and conlplained 
at the ponce; their plaint being unfounded, 
they were sentenced to a fine or three rupees 
each, from their pay, which htis since been 
returned to themi 


Answers by the Labourers, 


1. —They understand the nature of tlieir 

engagement. • 

2. —Yes, they do. 

.1.—-They aie. 

4. —They receive clothing, though not sti¬ 
pulated for in their engagement. 

5. —Tliey have sufficient time allowed them 
for their meals, and are not overworked. 

6. '—They are generally employed at task¬ 
work, and leave off when, they nave, finished 
their task, at one, twi>, and three o’clock. 

7. —Some l00,otliei.-4 8(1 canc-holes a day, 
according to the nature of the soil. 

8. —Heeding is not dime by task-work. 

a.—Ih'om daybreak till dusk, being al¬ 
lowed the usual time for meals. 

10. =—Are never employed on extra labour, 

11. —^They receive medical attendance. 

12. —Yes, they do. 

l.*).—Yes, they were originally engaged for 
their present employer. ' . * 

Twelve men out of tlie in a very debilitated state, five of whom died, the 

other seven recovered, and mim how to enjoy very goi.>d health; their debilitated state was 
at the time certified,by Dr. Du]^. 

' The men are well housed, but the hospital is small and dirty. 

The propiietor states that ttey will hot avail tlmmselves of a wooden building he has 
offered them as an hospital, because he will not allow a fire to be lifted within it, for fear 
of its being burnt down. 

The men appear to be very well contented. The band is composed of a few Dlmngars, 
the others arc iirom Buidwan, and the neighbourhood of Calcutta.' There are among Qiem 
two barbers, one doorkeeper, bne grasscutter, ike. 


14,-^Not apifiicable, . 

16i—None are hired out. 

16. —They have never been punished nor 
ill treated by their employer, but they went 
oil' in a body to the police, to complain of 
their sirdar, who ' was sent back to India. 
Nothing is retained'from their pay; they re¬ 
ceive six rupees a montli each. 

17. —^Yes, they are aware. 

18. —No, they have not, but wilWo so, as 
the mode of forwarding their letters has 

been pointed out. 

19. —'fhe sirdar, and another man, have 
money deposited in their master's hands. 

. 20,—They would recommend their coun¬ 
trymen, in search of employment, to coinc 
to tlic Mauritius. 

21—‘.They suffered a great deal on board 
ship, for want of room, and were roughly 
used. 


6 February 1830. ' ' 

Madpmoiselte Srdtmie ^US, represented by Mr. &elU, p^re. . 


2 . 

3. 

4. 


.—22 from Calcutta, in Ariil 1838. 
.—None. 

.-^Not applicable. 

.-^1 ijUep on, the passage. 

1 di^ in *1888; 

1 died ill 1839. 




3 deaths. 


5. —None sick; one abMutr'^ 

6. — No sickness. > i.i- 

7,.ii!H^<li|ipj>licafole. ^ ' 

' ,, » 


8.—No money in my possesifion belonging, 
to any of the'meh. 

8.—No, I have not . , 

10.—Not to my knowledge. 

,ll.—Nottp my kincmdea^. = 

^'.Ig,—i'waanok^wj^'ofit,, " , 

'^u]fiiit..,yisi^; ,|$e ,,u(fic twice a 
. week. y , 

14,-rT^fi l^atteudenee in hd^ 

‘ ■' '' ' " 

,'''18.W'H^e,.'ji^,;;»0: cause, of ■, idowplaint,, 
.against thi^rag • 




LABOURERS IN THE MAURITIUS. 6i 

Answehh by the Labourers, 


1. —They understand the conditions of their 
engagement. 

2. —The receive their pay regularly. 

3. —They arc dissatisfied with the quan¬ 
tity and qtiality of their provisions, as they 
receive only 1} lb. oWce, and i oz. of salt, 
instead of 14 chittacks of rice, which is 
about 1 j lb. 

4. —They received clothing in Calcutta. 

5. — ^They are allowed the same hours for 
their meals as the apprentices. 

<5.— ^They commence work at daybreak, 
and leave off at dusk, when they are obliged 
to fetch ^ bundle of grass each, for their 
employer, which occupies them till eight 
o’clock at night. 

7. —Four of them dig OO holes, tho others 
dig 80, 70, and fi(i, according to their 
strength and the nature of the soil. 

8. —Sometimes they leave ofl'at two o’clock, 
sometimes at sunset, according to the soil. 

. 0.—They do not inamifhcturc sugar. 

10. —Not a|)i)licuble, it being optional with 
the employer to regulate their hours of la¬ 
bour. 

11. —V’cs, they receive medical attendance. 


12.—^'fhey undeistaml this clause, 

l.'l.—They were originally cugs^ed for 
their present employer. 

14.—Not applicable. 

la.—None are hired out. 

10.—Some of them were beaten by the 
overseer at first, for not performing their 
work; but «ncc they have regtqlaed their 
strength, and are able to do their work, they 
have not lieen ill used. 

17. —Yes, they are aware. 

18. —They have not as yet written, but 
will do so. 

in,—They have no money iu their cm- 
ployer’s hands. 

20. —They do not complain of any thing 
in particular, except the rocky nature of the 
soil, and say that if the severe work tliey 
have to perform here were known in India, 
none of their countrymen would come to 
this island. 

21. —They suffered on board ship for want 
of water and food, being altowed only one 
meal a day, and having been two months on 
the passage. 




They only received each Id rupees iu advance iu Calcutta. The hospital is low, but suffi- 
cii'ntly large. The uieu are very welt housed. No hospital bciok is kept ou the estate, to 
show the aviirage of .sickness. ‘They are generally from the western provinces of India, 
Agra, Meerut, Benares, &e., and some few from the lower provinces. 

Iheir pay is 6 i Company’s rupees. The time of labour to be fixed by the manager ; 
time of contiact to commence from date of arrival. 


7 February 183!). 

Messrs. /IZifan/’s Sf Jusset's Estate. 


1 .— 0 from the coast, in August 1836. 
.55 from the coast, in March 1838. 
25 from the coast, in October 1838. 


89 Total. 


•2.—Yes, 8 were transferred by Mr. Enouf. 

3. —Yes, witli llie saiictiou of govern¬ 
ment. 

4. —Two died in 1838, and one sent back 
to India. 

5. —Five sick in hospital. 

6. —About three. 


7. —Not applicable. 

8. —None. 

d.—No, I have not. 

10. —Yes, they do, and send tliem through 
me. 

11 . —Not to my knowledge. 

12. —1 was not aware of it. 

13. —Dr. Triaud visits the sick twice a 
week. 

14. —Can roinraand his attendance in an 
hour. 

1.5.—Yes, 1 am aware of it. 

10.— I have had frequent cause to com¬ 
plain of them) but have never done so. ? 


Answers by the Labourers. 


1. —They understand the conditions of 
their aagagement. 

2. -—Yes, they receive their pay. 

3. —Yes, they receive tlieir provisions, and 
also ghee and dholl, which is not in their 
engagement. 

4. —^I'hey receive clothing. 

6.—Yes, they have the same time allowed 
them as the apprelttiees, and are not over¬ 
worked. 

6. —From daybreak (ill dusk, being al¬ 
lowed three hours for their meals. 

7. ^—From 70 to 00 cane holes; the num¬ 
ber is regulated according to the soil. 

58. " 


8. —’When weeding, they are at work 
from daylight till dusk. 

9. —No sugar has been made here a* 
yet. 

10. —Are never employed on extra labour. 

11. —'I'hey receive uicdical attendance. 

12. —Yes, they are aware of it. 

13. —With the exception of those trans¬ 
ferred, tlie fest were originally engaged for 
their present employer. 

14. —Yes, they appeared before the police 
at the time of transfer. 

16.— Nonc are hired out ' , 

1 , ""''..It^TlSfey 
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mauiutiu^, 


10.—They have uevci- been punished, nor 
ill used since they have been here. 

1 7.—Yes, they are riwarc, 

’ “ -'fhey have not written, but will do 


18 .- 


bank has been explai^d to them, and they 
ai)))ear dfei^sed to save money. 

20. —^'lliey will speak well of tlie island, 
and recommend their countrymen to come 
here. 

21. ““They were not well fed on board 
ship, having but one meal a day^^ven them. 

,, “ ' 

Tlu* engagements of the.se bands are similar to those from the coast; one band of eight 
are to receive pay from the day of emlmkatiou, ahd not from tbeir landing here. A mmi 
named Cundelly Modlia, after serving five years in the island of IJourbon, returned to India, 
remained Uiere a year, and ro-engnged for the Mauritius. 

The, men are butte<l like; the apprentices; the. sick uin placed in a large temporury 
building. Tlie projirietov lues shown that he i.s erecting a new hosihlal. ' 

This property lias bee-ii abandoned for the last2(* years, and is now brought into cultiva¬ 
tion solely by Indians. 


BO, now that the mode of forwarding their 
letters has lM;en explained to them. 

19.—'fliey have no money in their ein- 
ploy'Cr's h|iads. The natiiHj of the saving.? 


7 February 18^9, 

Messrs. Commurmond (Y Fleurot’s Estate. 


1. - 4 men mid 2 women, from the coast, 

in August 1838. 

32 men from the coast, in January 
1839. 

3fi Total. 

2. —Then; are 32, belonging to Mr. Main- 
gard, and employed at present here. 

3. —^'I'he transfcT has not as yet been 
made. 

4. —No deaths. 

.5.—Five iuhospii,.' being lately arrived. 

fi.—Cannot any, iavving liad no Indians 
till last month. 


7. —Not applicable. 

8. —Not applicabh;. • 

9. —No, 1 have not. 

10. —Not to my knowledge, 

11. —Net to my knowledge. 

12. —Was not aware of i< 

13. —Dr. Diipiri visits the sick iwicc a 
week. 

14. —Can command hi;- attendance m 2o 
minulcs. 

15. —Am aware of it. 

Hi. —^1'hey have been here only a month, 
and I cannot tl^icrefoie at ]ire,sent judge of 
their conduct. 


Aa.swEBsby the Indian Labourers, 


1. —They uudersfdiid the nature of their 
engagement. 

2. —Those who arrived hen- in August last 
have received their pay regularly; the others, 

VIho are only Just arrived, ui'e not 'S yet 
I'Utitled to pay. -i,; ' 

;i,—They are satisfied nsih ^" ir provi¬ 
sions. 

4.— Th<;y received elothing on embarking 
tin this rrountry. 

.5.—They have the same time allowed tliem 
as tile a j/prentiees for their meal.-. 

fi .—From daybwak to dusk, and have, 
three lionr.s allowed them during the day. 

7. —^I’hey have not as yet been employWl 
in making cane holes. 

8. —-Weeding is perfonued from daybreak 
till dusk. 

0.—Have not as yet been employed in 
mukiiu: sugar. 

The hospital isahy and commodious, and is 

They are lodged in two large buildings. 


10.—Have not a.s yet been asked t,.) per- 
Ibrm fixtra labonr. 

It.—Yes, they receive medical attend¬ 
ance. 

12. —^I'liey are aware of it. 

13. —Since tlie;ir arrival they have bcoii 
employed iijion this estate. 

14. —Cannot say. 

15. —None are hired out. 

10.—Tl»n;e of them have shown marks of 
a rattan, which they say were inflicted by 
their euijdoyer. 

17. —Yes, they know wliere to complain. 

18. —^Tlie committee ex])lained to fliem the 
mode of tiinvarding their letters. 

19. —-'riiey have been too short a time here 
to save money. 

20. —They have not been here long enougli 
to judge of the place. One man is'desirous 
of returning to his country. 

capable of containing 10 patients. 


8 February 18;19. 

Mr. Anrier's Estate. 

-13 from the coast, in November 1838, 3.--Not applicable. 

« from the coast, in January 1830. 4.—No deaths. 

5,—^ne in hospital; one absent. 
fi.—They have been iio short a time here, 
I euiinotsay. 

7.— Not applicable. 

' ■ 8.—Too 
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>*.—^Too short H time on the island to save i:t.—Dr. Triaud yigits the sick twice a 

money. .1 week. 

<)_ |\1 14.—Can commaud Ids attendance in half 

,0 They have heeu here only two aware ofit. • 

montlw, and have not written. j <5.-Thcy have been here sb short a time 

H.—Hayenot ns yet received any lellcis. I caiinot as yet judge of Uwir con- 

12.'—Wdi not awarq, of it. duct. * . • 


Answjsks by the Labourers. 


1.—They nnderstaud t)ie conditioan of 
their e.ngageiiK'nt. 

5.—Not yet entitled to pay, liaving only 
lately arrived. 

3.—Tlie^ receive their rations according 
toagreement. 

‘1.—They received clothing on einliarka- 
ation Irom India. 

.'i.—They have the same time allowed 
them for their meals as the apprentices. 

0.—At daybreak and leave otf at dusk, 
haviii'T the usual time allowed them for 
Hieals. • 

7.—'I'rom 20 to no eane-holes per diem ; 
the number is regulated according to their 
strength and nature of the soil. 

fi.—Weeding occupies them froiii day¬ 
break till dusk. 

0 .—They do not manufacture sugar on 
tlii-i estate, hut are employed in cultivating 
Migar-cane. 

JO, —Are never recpiircd tp pe.rl'onn extra 
labour. 


n.—Yes, when sick they receive, medical 
attendance. 

12.—They are aware of it. 

la,---They were originally engaged for 
their present employer; 

i.!.—Not applicable. 

\f>. —None, are hired out. 

Hi. —No, they have never been punished 
by their eoiployer or over.seer since tlieir 
arrival. 

17, —Yes, they are aware. 

18. —None of them can write; but tlie 
mode of forwarding their letterB was e.\- 
plained to them. 

If).—They liave not as yet received pay, 
not having been here long enough. 

20, —Toi' the same reason cannot as yet 
judge what their opinion may lie. of the 
Mauritius. 

21. —They were frcuueutly beaten by the 
sailors on board ship; nad not water enough, 
ami only one me^a day. 


They are tiuUed in tlie same uiaimcr as the apprentices. There is no hospital at present 
for them, Imt the proprietor i.s about erecting a building for that purjiose. 


S February 1830. 

Mr. Luccui'n Estate.—Managed by Mr. Henry Luajs/mn. 


1. —Twenty, total; from the coast, 1 De¬ 
cember 1838. 

2. —Tliey wcie transfem;d by Mr. Na- 
guien. 

3 . —Was sanctioned by the Government. 

4. —No deatlis. 

ft.—Four sick; none absent. 

(j.—^I'hey have been hero so short a time 
that f cannot judge of the number (avereige) 
of sick per measeui. 

7.—Not applicable. 

w. -No money belonging to any of them 
in iny possession. 


u.—.No, 1 have not. 

10. —Not to my knowledge. 

11. —Ditto. 

12. —No; 1 was not aware, 

13. —Dr. Ulcoq visits the sick three times 
a week, 

14. —Cun cpimuaud his attendance in an 
hour and a quarter. 

li),—Am aware of it. 

10 .—I have not as yet had occasion to 
complain of their refusing to work. 


Answeeb by the Labourers. 


1. —They uader.stand the eonditions of the 
engagement. 

2. '—They receive their pay regularly. 

—Yes; they receive their inovisions 
according to agreement. 

1,—They rcceiveil clothing on embai'ka- 
tion, ami a shirt j^id pair of trowsers on 
their arrival Jiere. 

5, —They have the same time allowed 
them for their meala^ as the apprentices, and 
are not overworked. 

6. —At daybreak, and leave oil’ at dusk, 
being allowed the usual time for their meals.. 
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7. —They have pot as yet made any cane- 
holes. 

8. —^Weeding i.s not done by task-work, 
a.—From daybreak to sunset Uiey arc 

employed in the fields weeding. 

10. -^Tlmy have not been employed on 
extea lalmur. 

11. —Yes;' they receive medical attend¬ 
ance. 

12. —Tlmy understand file clause. 

, 13.—They have not been employed under 
any other master. 

14.—Cannpt'iay. < ^ ' 


MAimiTIOS. 


one. 



MAOBITOUiS. 


,^4 CORRESPONOEKeE RESPECTING; EMPtOfMENT OF 


15. -—None are hired ojit. mode of forwarding tlieir letters has been 

16. —One man (named Moonea) cotnplainB cxplained-^o them, 

that lie was once punished by the overseer, ifl.—Have been too short a time here to 

who ordered his hands to be held durihg the save money. 

puniahinent. ^ m-^-They like the island for the short 

17/^Noj they*do not know where to time they have been here; and from their 
address themselves to obtain redress. The present treatment, would recom)(i|end their 
committee IxjdaWd to them the course they mends emniug here ta seek mplbjment. 
have to pursue, , 21,—They receive^ only one meal on 

18.—They have not as yet written; this board, but were otherwW well used. 

llie hospital is laige and airy, and capable of containing 20 ))atieuts. They lodged 
in a large stone pavilion for the present, but the proprietor is about to erect a mOre suitAle 
building for them. , , 


18 February 1830. 

Messrs. VuUlmain 8f Chasteau’s Estate.—Managed by Mr. Vtiillemain, jun. 


1. —^I'birty-five, total; from the coast in 
December 1836. 

2. —None; they were engaged for Mr. 
Vuillemaiu, sen., and made over to Mr. 
Vuillemaiu, jim. and Mr. Chasteau. 

3. —Not applicable. 

4. —No deaths. 

h .—None sick; none absent. 

6. —About one. 

7. —Not applicable. 

8. —Have no money belonging to them in 
ray hands. 


0.—No, I have not. 

10. —^’fliey do occasionally write to their 

friends. ” 

11. —And receivealsD letters. 

12. ~Wus not aware of it. 

13. —Dr. Dupin, who comes when .sent 
for. 

14. —Can command his assistance in two 
hours and a half. 

16.™ Am aware of it. 

16.—Have never had cause to complain of 
tljcir refusing to work. 


AKSwuns by 

I. --lliey understand the nature of their 
engagement. 

i}.—Ye.s, they receive their pay regularly, 
e.vcept lor January last. 

.3.—‘Yes, they receive their provisions, 
with the e.vception ol’ curry powder, which 
tliey have not received for the k.>-t four 
months. 

4.~The-y are not entifli.' w> i ,*hing by 
their .agreement. v 

."S.—Some of them complain of not having 
time. enougJi allowed them for their meals. 

«i.™-They commence work at sunrise, and 
leave olF wheii tlicy fiuisli their task. 

7. —Some make 20(i shingles a rlay, others 
from 20 to 40 feet of plank each. 

8. —Are not employed in weeding. , 

8.—No sugar is made on this estate. 

10.—Are never employed on extra labour. 

II. -They receive medicine from their 
itia.«l,ei' when ill, but have not as yet been 
attended by a doetor. 

They me hutted in separate buildings, and 
hospital, 'fliis estate is situated in tire wo(X 
health of the men docs not apjKur to stilfer in ' 


he Labourers, 

12. —They are aware of the clau.se. 

13. —They were engaged for Mr. Vuille- 
main, sen. 

14. - -Are not aw'an; of being transferred. 

10—They are not hired out, 

' 16.—Yes; two of them, named Virau and 

Nunny, say they are beaten by the manager 
when they do dot perform them task. 

17. —^Thcy are aware where to apply for 
redress. 

18. —Yes; they have written, and received 
letters in return. 

19. —^I’hey have no money in their master’s 
hands, but spend it all, 

20. —Tliey say they prefer the cultivation 

of sugar-cane to Uiat of cutting timber; tliey 
do nut like the island, because it rains con¬ 
stantly. ! 

21. —'fliey were welt treated on board 
ship, and had two meals a day. 

there is a small building appropriated for an 
s, where the climate is rather damp; but the 
he least fron* it. 


, 18 February 1839. -I: 

The committee having received a protest signed by the principal planters of the firet 
section of Flacq, forwarded llie same to government, and deemed it necessary to .adjourn 
-vtheir proceedings pending the receipt of further instnictions, . . ‘ 
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latlj February 1839. 
Mr. Toitee’s Estate. 


MArHmtJs. 


1 . —^Thirty, from Calcutta, in February 
1838. 

2. - J^e. 

3. - Not applicable. 

4. —2 died on thd'passage. 

1 died since their arrival. 

. .3 deaths. 


-None sick ; none absent. 

6. -No sickness^ and no hospital book 
kept * 

7. —Not applicable. 


8.—'Two have money in my possession; 
one lias 'eight rupees, and the other four 
nipces. ' 

S.—Nb,'! have not. ■; 

10. —Not to my knowledge. 

11. —Ditto. 

la.—-Was not aware of it. 

13. —Dr.^Dupin visits the hospital twice a 
month, and of'tener if necessary'. 

14. ~Can command liis attendance in two* 
hours., 

l.'i.-T—Am aware of it. 

10 .—Have not had cause to complain of 
their refusing to work. 


Answers by the Labourers. 


1. —'I’bey understand the nature of their 
engagement contracted in Calcutta. 

2. —They*receive their pay regularly. 

3. —Yes, they receive their provisioms. 

4. —^’fhey receive clothing. 

.'i.—Have sufficient time allowed them for 
their meals, and are not overworked. 

(i.—At daybreak, and leave ofT when their 
task is dotre. 

7. — One hundred and twenty cane-holes; 
the number is regrrlated according to the 
soil. On this estate the soil i.s light, and 
void of stones. 

8, —Weeding is done by task-work. 

!>.—^'J'hcy coimnenee *'at daybreak, and 
leave off at dusk, having three hours allowed 
til Pin for their meals. 

10. —Have never yet been employed on 
extra labour. 

11. —They I'eiteivt* medical attendance. 

12. —Yes, they arc aware of it. 


13. —They were originally engaged for 
their present employer. 

14. —Not applicable. 

1 5 . —They are not hired out. 

18.—One of tliem complains that the sir¬ 
dar oeeasionally beats him, when he does 
riot perform his work. 

17. —They are aware wdiere to apply for 
redress. 

18. —They will in future correspond with 
their eountrymeii: they have not as yet re¬ 
ceived letters from their friends. 

19. —^Two of them have money deposited 
with their master; the remainder Spmid their 

PW- 

20. —They Uk(! tire island very well, and 
would reeomunmd their eouutrynien to come 
here. 

21. —They wci-e well treated on hoard 
ship, but Inid only one meal a day allowed 
them. 


They arc hutted in the sanre way as the appreirtiecs, having separate huts allowed to 
each. The urajorrtv are iabottrers. A few are Hill ('ooUes from Nagpoor; three are frotrr 
Nepaul, five from Agra, and the rertratuder fnrnt Meerut an<l the westenr provinces. 

This e.stalc is situated in the middle of a forest, and the. clinrate is danrp. 


‘ilth Febritary 1839. 


Mr. Marquei, jun. Estate, at the Trois Islets. 


1.—54 men, from the coast, in Dee. 1838. 
0 wornai - ditto - - ditto. 

00 Total. 

3.—No. 

3. —Not applicable. 

4. —1 died in February. 

1 hurtg himself. 

2 deaths. 

V ).—Eleven in hospital; seven absent with¬ 
out leave. 

0.—Generall/'iihout 14. 


7. —Not uppltcfible. 

8. —They have been too short a time 
here. 

9. —No, 1 have not. 

10. —Not to my krtowlodge. 

11. -Ditto. 

12. —Was nothware of it. 

13. —Dr. Triand visr^ the sick twice a 
week. 

14. —Can cortimand his( attendance in two 
hours. 

1.5.—Am aware of it. 

10.—I .have itever ntade a complairrt 
against them lor r efit.sing to work; but they 
ehrde rtiy doing so by saying they are ill, 
and going irrto hospital,' . ‘ 


Rations .—1 i lb. of ricc 4 3 ozs, of salt fishcurry jwder. 

CUthes AmuaUy.^ti yards of commoh linen; 2 head handkerchiefs. 
Ray .—Five rupees a month. , 

Time of Labour .—From dawn of day till pightfall. 

Time of Meals ,—Three hours. 
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r,i ,As8«^'iy:ldai^ 

1. —They uaferataad #e, ■canditions of ' ^ TS-^lliey^ftre : 

their engttgement. '■ ■ ' ISt—They were' originalSy engaged for 

2. —fbey jeecivo three ¥u{j^s a laoiith. their present employer.,: >. 


One rupee is retained to, reinrbilrsc their 
master tire advance ml' 15 rupees made to 
them in India, and^e rupee is retained for 
an months to pdy meir passage back, in the 
event of misconduct. 

a.—They ure satisfied with their provi¬ 
sions. 

'll—^'I'liey received clothing on*ehibarking 
•from India. 

B.—They are idlavvcd three hours for their 
meals. 

e.— From daylight til! dusk. 

/.—They have not as yet lieen employed 
Hi making cane-holes. 

t'.—FTOm daylight till dusk in weiring. 

—There is no sugar made on tliis 
estate. 

U).—Are not employed on extra laliour. 

11.—Tlicy receive metlical attendance. 


' 14.-^Ncit applitaWe. 
lO.-i-None are hired out. 

,16.—Four of them complaan being ' 
frequently beaten With a^ttiui by the over., 
seer. ''»■ 

17.—ITiey were not aware of th? course 
they have to pursue to obtain redress. The 
committee have explained to them vrhete to 
apply- ^ 

1—They will write to their friends, the 
mode of forwarding their letters having been 
explained to them, f- • 

lu.^lhey liave not as yet saved any 
money, having only lately arrived. 

20.—They like the island very well, as far 
as tliey can yet judge. 

2J.—They wev(> well treated on board 
ship, and had sufticient food given to them. 


They are all lodpsl in a large hut for the present; the anployer is erecting a good ‘and 
substantia? hospited, and as .soon as this is tiui-shed, he intends Imilding sep.arate huts for 
ouen. ' 


LMJth February 

Tun eommittcc receiwd a letter from Mr. Harris, planter, of the first section of Flaca 
mtenmug them tluU as he had signed the protest under an en-oneims imnres.sion he wished 
I lenii to visit his estate',md examine his Indian labourers. 

I Ilf comnuttee., in Ki.iy informed limi, that as they had forwarded the protest to Govern- 
liifut uu‘y had doteriuUieii.to await the reply. ^ 


2nth February 18 . 10 . 

A COMMUNICATION wus imide to the special judge of the Riviiire du Rempart district 
lo a'cei tam if the planters nneiided to protest again.st the inquh-y. ’ 


, 3d March lw30. 

Havino received the reply ira^ < jvernmenl directing the committee to close their n,ro 
ccedmgs so .-.mm ns they shouki have visited those estates where no opposition was made 
hy the propnetor-s, the committee communicated to Mr. Harris their intention of examinin-r 
the Indians on his estates. ■ “"‘“a 


12th March 16.30. 

Captain Harris’s Estate, “ Bon Aceueil.’' 


1.—17 from b alcuUa in lh3,>. 

15 - - ditto - - 1636. 

02 Total. 

3 Sent buck to India. 

‘ 2 .—The 47 introduced in 1835 were en- 
g<x 2 ed for ,M r. Sampson, and were tiunsferred 
O’, their arrival. ' ‘ 

3.—YcS. 

■t.—6 died in 1830. ' 

1 ditto ih 1836. 

7 Total of deaths. " 

O.— Uncsick; on. vksent. 

C.—One. 


7.—Not appiieabip. ^ 

8 —None, with the e.xcV'‘’» of two; all 
the vest have saved money. The sirdar, .Ni- 
hal, by lii.s economy -and petty trade, has 
made 600 ninees, and is desirous of settling ' 
himself m the island on the expiration 
his contract.■ 

6.—No, 1 have not. 

10, —Not to my knowledge. 

11. —Not to my knowledge, 

, 12.—M'ns not aware of this order. 

13. —Dr, Alcoq and Dr. Michel; they 

visit the sick twice a week;'?: ■ 

14. —Can command their attendance in 
an hour. , 

15. —1 am aware of it. ' , 

'**16.—No; I liave not had cause of eom- 

plamt agaiitst them. 




by tbe 'lniji|i.«8. 


■ ‘ 1.—Yea,;, they ua^ers^ftdi'iihe natiu'f' of 

their engagein'ent ■ ' 

2. —'Imey nffcdve their pay (five, riipees) 
rogtilnrj^ every mMith. 

3. —receive their provisions. 

4. —'fwy’are proyidert.with clothing re¬ 
gularly. 

5. “They have thS usual thnc (three lioitrs) 
allowed tliem for their meals. 

6. ‘—From daybreak to dusk, when not 
employed on task-work. 

• 7.-100 canc-holes each, v^hic]l the most 
active finish by 12 o’clock, and others at 
2, 3, and 4 P. M. 

8. —^Weeding is not doAc by task-work. 

9. —Are at work from daylight till dusk, 
the usual time ibr me.ils being allowed them. 

10. —Are never employed on extra labour. 

11. —'fhey receive medical attendance. 

12. —Are aware of llte clause. 

13. —^'rbey were not aware for whom they 
. were (mgagilM; but since their arrival they 

have'ala'ays worked on tliislestate. 

14. —They were taken to the police, on 
their arrivai here, before coming to this 
estate. 


1.6l:-^^*everare'hirediout., 

lfl,-rAre not, subjected to personal re¬ 
straint dr }i!>inj®hment 

17. —^Thdy •'are aware when; to go, in the 
event of 4heir being puii^h<stl or aggrieved. 

18. —No, they have riot vvritten, but they 
will now do so, as the inudts <if iprwarding 
tlleir letters lias, been e.vpliiined to them. 

19. —An Indian, named Gmigadeen, Inus 
saved money to the e-vtent of'ioo rupees, 
besides a good silver watch, wliich he bouglit 
for 70 rupees: another man (Soodeeuishows 
a receipt for (to rupees, which he has lent, on 
interest at S jKsr cent., to another Indiiui in 
the service of Mr. Ijatapie. 

The nature of the .savings bank lias been 
explained to thorn. 

20. —They say, they find the climate su¬ 
perior to that of India, and see no objection 
to returning here after spending a siiort time 
in their own country; and they would re¬ 
commend their countrymen to come here. 

21. —'fhey were well treated on (loard 
ship. 


The men arc principally from Ohazeepore, and a finv are from the province of Rcngal, 
Oiide, and Gyali. 

The hospital is an aiiy and commodious building, divided into three apartinmils, for the 
apprentices, negresses, and Indians; that appropriated to the Indians is capable of aceom- 
niodating 10 patients, iiir whom iron bedsteads are provided; theiv comforts appear to be 
well atteuilcd to, and tlicy o-xpressed themselves well satisfied with their employer. They 
are butted like the apprentices. The hospital stoppages authorized by the agreenient, in 
cast' of sickness, are not jmt in force by the (iroprietor. 


Having now visited all the estates in thi.s district of.Flacii, where no oppo.sition was madi' 
to the inijuiry, the conmiijtce, in confonnily with the instructions of Govenmierit, do here 
close their jiroceedings, 

(signed) J!. Campbell, President, 

J. I■’^i7//crs Forbes,^ 

T. fivijoii, |vIVIcmhor.s. 

J. Fury, j 


Bon Accuen Estate. 

Si;M.UABy of Agreement betw'ecii Messrs. JJou'urtli, Ilardmau Co., agents for 
Messrs. Jilyth^" Co., and Imliau l,ai)ourers from Calcutta. 

1. —Period of service, live years. 

2. —Wages, .7 rtipees per month frOm date of anival ut Mauritius; six inonths'pay 
received in advance at Calcutta. 

S .—To perform all work on a sugar estate ; two hours allowed for meals. 

■ 4. —Medical atbmdance and medicine provided by master; wages stopped during 
illness. ,, 

.r).—Two days’ wages to he ti^ucted for every day of unlicensed absence. All misutider- 
staiidings to he submitted to le^il authority. 

(),—One rupee a mouth to be detained until a sufficient .sum be collected to pay for a 
return passage,.if sent back for misconduct. 

7. —Right of transfer by mutual consent. 

8. —Passttge, with food, to be provided and paid by the employer, both to and from 

Mauritius. ' ,, , , 

Food jKr diem .—14 ehittacks of rice, 2 chittacks of dhell, 1 oz. of ghee, -J oz. of salt. 

Clotldngper annum .— 1 blanket, 2 dhooties, 1'jacket, t red cap: i wciodcfoor titts'jilate. 



«u„„g .„c i.Aaou*E»s Of the Second Section of the riacg tKstrict. 
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.., ,, -k; ■''■'■^4 V--'■■:''•:■ -pr,'. '-"‘■■v’ Macw^I? 

Sir, ' , \V ; :. // ■*■-, '"■ ; ' r -, 

Wb have the boncHit to fori^F^ lihe acconipftnyiag ditular, wWeh ye dee»il«4'it j)Kjij^ 
to send to the ptanteis, of the-1^ seetton, in consequence of ramoine mcfaing uethat somo, 
intended to opiwse the inquiry being made on their estatM; ? ;.?;> ; ' i 

We regret naving omitted to forward it with the pro^t, «S we thinh hi» Exc^ency^lthe ' ' ■ 

Govem^would have been enabled to see, on pomporml dife, signatures of the two docu- ; 

ments, l|pd .toe opposition made was not the spontaneous aet of the dC toe pro* . .; 

■ ' \Va faave,,#<}i. j ■ 

(signed),' Ci if. CmifieH, President. 

The Hon. G. P. Dick,>Esq. , Vmi&i 

Colonial Secretary, ' ‘ ^Members. , 

• Port t<tois. „ Bwj/, j , 


'■ (Circulajre.) 

A Messieurs les ProprKitaires de la Premiere Section au District de Flacq. 

Messi|urs,, Flacq, lo 11 F'evrier 1839, 

VoiitANT savoir di vous d^sirez quo I’enqvete des Indians se fesse chez yous, je suis 
, charg^ par W Comtto de vous prier de vouloir bien lut faire connaStre votro intention a ce 
sujetj ann qu’il puisse se rendre chez vom, en vous pr6venant du jour. 


J’ai, kc. 

(signe) C. M. Campbell, 


Comite. 


Je consent, ' Je consent, 

Lehigot, Em. LartH, pour M. Darifat. 

Oui. JPeutlAerad: Mons, et Mad. Millien sottt absent. 

* V. MUlien. 

Jc consent. 

Pour MM, Oharreton, Somay, et moi. 


Nous consentons, 
Fiat. 


j Enclosure S, in No. 2 . 

Continuation of Corresponwnce with Madras Government relative to Indian Labourers. 

i, 9 . 

, The Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

i. Colonial Secretary’s Office, Port Louis, 

Sir, ^ SO Septenber 1837. 

1 . I HAVE bad the honour to receive and to lay before Governor Sir William Nicolay your 
letters of the 18th April and 16th May last, giving cover, the former to the draft of Bn 
enactment for the better protection of British sAjccts who may embark from'^ngal under 
engagements to serve as labourers at Mauritius, and the latter enclosing a copy of a commu* 
nicaUon from the govemftr of toe French estabUshments in India on the same subject. ' 

3. His Excellency has bem much gratified by the attotion of tlie Madras Government 
to this important matter, and he would see with great satisfaction an enactmetvt of the same ‘ 
nature passed into a law for the natives of India resident within the Presidency of Fort 
St.Qeoige. 

I have, &c. 

' : (signed) G. F. Dick, 

' ", ‘ Colonial Secretary. 

, ' ' ' ' ' ‘ ' ' * 

. ■ ; Tp the Sc<|!etary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Colonial, Secretary’s Office, Port Louis, 

Sir, . . ' 80 December 1837, 

1. With reference to the several communication^ addtossed to you, on the subject of 
the introduction mto tois island of Indian emigrants from Pondicbooy, I have now, , by 
*, his Excellency too Governor’s directions,»the h,onqnr to transmiji to you, for toe irifor# 
roation qi' the Madras Government, the enclosed comes cd* two notices lately puMitoeelf v , 

‘ i here, and to request you will bring to tlie notic*.o(f top||(>verao|.of tb# Fre*w s^em^ts, 
thailiativesofBritisfi India only are;adm»!»ible.'».t^si®iato '• ' v'''., y:> 

■[' S,'Hk Excellency'the Governor-ha? tetheT.'dire«|ted';mei;tci, bring:.,tp''.toe»tioc;'of'toe ' ' ■' 

MadrasGovetomentr lhat vessels have ktely amve<i;ai; tok>pc»t wllih 
' 58 , , i'.f ■!' ■ ■;,-^\.'''''''r'i4|wtoed ' ' ^ 
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MAiMmUSk embjirfced at Poa^ioI^^iiVyiuid as tiiW were ^ac<^I^iw by Wiy^ « 

■ ' ' ■ these 'is btti ton- slneli'ireteoa-'to’ iapf^«9«wd' t^f tlwV ttei*"t^eWS-'lpt'thie‘rowtof' 





■S-V?. ?i‘ 


GovaRKKfiKT Nonos. 



Hie ICxcellezu^ die Goreraer has feceiv^ iatimatiqn that an Ajit Wm about to be pa<M 
by the B%bt hoRoarable the Oov^or General of ladia in Cduncil, directing, *'^t fio 
native of lia^ W|>o mdte* a contract of service to ' be perfornii^ widjout the teititori^ of 
,.j.ib« East India Company,, sbal} embark, in pursuance of sUeii contract,, at any place withhi 
the said teiritories,.without an order' from the, government,of the presidem^-to whiclt ..he 
may be subject, or a permit from an tUBoer autlioriised to act in that liehalf by the Governw 
in Council of the wesidency, if there be a council of that presidepcy, but> ,if there, bo no 
council, then by the Governor thereof,*'. ,>|ii ^ 

His Excellency directs that it may in consequence be hotided for general information, 
that from and after the Ist of Februeqry next> natives of India, engaged to serve for a term 
of years in Uiis colony will not be p^mi'tt^ to land here, unless they shall have obtained^ 
the permission, as above prescribed, of the government of that part of British In^a to which 
they belong ; natives of any otlier ptux of India not being admissible here. 

Colonial Secretary’s Olfice, Port Louis, , (rigned) O.F.JOkk, 

30 November 1837. Colonial Secretary. 



GoVEBina8»T Nottcb. 


Hm Excelleimy the Gcive|'nw> considering it expedient for the interest of the colony to 
suspend for a time the introouctiori of Indian labonrera, directs it to be notified that, after 
the close of the ptesemt year, no further permissions will be granted for that purpose. 
A future notice will intimate when such permissions will again be issued. 


Colonial Secretaiy's Office, 
.t; « December 1837. 


(signed) G. F. Dick, 

„ Colonial Secretary. 


(1X0.01.; ? ■ , , 

Sir, Fprt $t. George, 16 May ie.3S. 

1 . WiTn reference to your IHter of the 30 th Decmber ^t, I am directed by tile Right 

honourable the Governor in Comid] to transmit to you the annexejd extract from a letter 
from the principal collector of Sontli Arcot, dated the 7th instont; and to state that that, 
officer has been autliorimtl to tj^fetinua toe issue of permits to .native labourers in cases in 
which he may be satisfied jiirties sliipping obtained permissidt(j,to do, so during last 

year. ' , • , ■ ■ ' , 

2. His Lordship in, council has desired me to request a cqmmuwcation of the sentiments 

of tlie Mauritius government as to the correctness of this .mterpre^^tion of tlieir orders of 
the 0th December last. ' 

' ■ I have, &c. , , ,,, 

(signed) B, Clerk, 

To the Colonial Secretary at Pott Louis. Secretary to Government. 


, Extract of a Letter from the Principal Collector of South Arcot, dated,? May r'838. 

',5 ■ , ' , '• «, '■ . 

1 . I HAVE the honour to forward a copy of a letter from Mr. A., Vinay, of Pondicherry, 

requeaVuig that certifieatts maybe issued to a party of li^bourers engaged, to,proceed ti|: 
Mauritius'from Pbridicherry, by the ship Qaitge^, now waiting to receive them in the |jcpa(l8 
<d' that jiliu!©. Mr.'Vinay has laid liefore me noftespondnnee fimitns agenfitt ManTtfias, 
by 'wliicn it apjwars that the notice,of the (Jpvernment thcre/dated the,ttth Dnce.mfe Wt, 
does not restntrt the free import^ion of labourers thqre, for'ymose intpoouption pferroissi(ms 
had been issued'before th.e end of the,ycarli,:. , 

2. Ithavinf lately come to my nottce li«t'tlte poiftotaatefit Pondich^ was l&uiug 
rcjtifico tc-s, I disei^.liim to stop the praglicc until furtihrir relWence ^ made to Gown- 
went; but’, as there now seems, under the ffixpUuuition given by iMr. Vmay, to ^ ho objUe-' 
tion, and in cpnsidemiion of tbe,,e;rasnee and inconvenience wtodi i^dght be dAawonea by . 
the dei|y of reference in -^e case'hr the .Gurigbs,.! haye guested him to issue 

as prescribed by the Act ixiufr.'^f on »et% satisfied that ad the coadiriooi tvere 5 
fulfilled. |,have alto diwetud Mm t^caive few at the rate of one lafee per head Ibr 
penionsembarked.. " , ' - 




•r 



■iViftay infoBaid had’ Ij^n. §M!s^e «fcjW^6liiSii(ioo 

labourers at tl«! clo(« bsit tbataumW<;^,,16,(H|0 p 0 nKms*ii»|.beeft t^»ed 

up to the 25th of Jauuary last. ,/ i /■’, 




\V\r 


jl0aqtt«iry„ .i; 'j 

leir'G^rge Mary . 

, ■ 180. 

'Sllanuary'- 

Janet - 

- 24» 

1'February * 

Herefordsliire 

- ' - ■ 508-, 

27 peliriiary - 

Edward Robinson - 

- ' 

'IS'Mpch' - r. 

Dorothy Gales 

* - 170 

15 March , - 

Eliza Jane - 

■(.a; - 160. 

3oi April" ’ - 

Gillwrt Munro' 

V ./■-; ;,irO' 

1^588;' 


And the diSpateh of wore from this ooiinfry wHl Be reffulated by mforWaiion teoaif^ 
time to tjme of the number landed there. ' i ; 

a. Under these eircuihstancos, I request irtstrnctions for the future issue of certificates pir 
permits, and also with respect to the aiiount of tlio fee to bo levied, which, utuler the Aci» 
IS limited'to one rupee for each personi , , 

(A true cxtyact,) 

(signed) R. CUrk, Sect to Government. 


•t 

To the Colonial Secretary at Port Louis. 

Sir, , Fort St. George, iSjune 1838. 

With reference to my letter of the ISth ultimo, ! am directed by the Eight honourable 
the Governor in Council to transmit to you the accorapanyittg copy of a furtto communi¬ 
cation from llie. principal collector of Soutli Arcot, dated- aBd idem, and to that tliat 
officer has been instructed to notify to the parties who are shipping laljoureVsTor the Mau. 
ritius, and are unable to afford p»-dof of the,necessary pennits having bCOn granted, that this 
Government do not in .any vvay guarantee the reception of the labourers, and that foe 
shippers act entirely oh their own responsibility. 

I have, Ac. " 

(signed) R. Gkrk, See? to Govarihaent. 


To the Chief Secretary to fJovemment, Fort St. Geoige. 

Sir, 

With reference to foe oitferSiOf Government oontuined in the extract from the Minutes 
of Consultation, under date th^ 15th instant, I hnve the honour to forward the eucloSed 
copy of a letter fjpom Mr. Seguin at Pondicherry, from which it appears that the shippers of 
labourers at Pondicherry for ManritiiHi have no certain means of proving tliat pwimte have 
been given to their correspondents in that island for their further importation; but as they 
Would nof be permitted to land them, unless such permits had been issued before' the close 
of last year, the certainty of the great loss which must occur from their attempting any 
irregulaiity, will, I conceive, be a sufficient security against any undue-advaptage Wng 
taken of the permissimi ftow accorded; and, under this impression, I have instructed Mr, 
Seguin to comply with the application from Mr. Ue (]folous, on the conditions required b/ 
act of foe legislature. ^ 

I have, Ac, 

(signed) IT. AsAtoa, Principal Collector 

Cuddalorc, 23 May 1838, in chaigc of the Special Agent’s Dep‘. 


Sir, 


To the Principal Ckillcctor, Southern Division of Arcot, CJuddaloire. 


I*t minowledging foe receipt of your letter of foe l»tli, forwarding cc^y of an attract 
fipm the Miriutes of Consultation, under date the 16tb iqstant, I have fneliionoui^lo transmit 
herewith copy of an apDlication^H’rom Mr. De Colqus for cerriftcates,. together with extracts 
of letters (rom foe cmrespondenls of that gfotlemun, showing foa(. permission had been 
given to |hom by the Mavtritius gdvertment before the efo^ of ^ast year.for the importation 
of CoPlies into that island, Under such document, I beg fo Be informed whether * nm au- 
thoriaBd to grant tlie certificates required by thi(|t: genfoem^, , •' ;,' ; ■. '. , 

Y',-“,rhhVe;i|«. ’’if-* ? 

-Post-ofliee#"Pondicherry, ■ ‘'(s^nedJ.-^/.-iBf.iSi^fos^'-Po^aster.-:* 

: , aa'4' ' ' ‘ ' ' 




(A'trae copy,) 











l^v,' 




NfAUEtmjS. 


Sir, 

Ix refemice to tiie litter addressed to!yoft jjy Mr, desirii^ to grant cei^fi- 

eates when oridence htw fatMai fibomi to yoa.%y applJiants.m pia&ssiod^lias Msxt^aea 
bifbra the close of last y®®*^ ^y the^Maiurititw goVerament, I to iay? that till how we 
have not .been awaie, nor our ©areespondenH JJf. such docmnent being necsawy. My 
cdiresptmeht^l^^ only the agents of the pet^tis who have obtain^ Ihosa pei|aissio^ 
i^e sii^ly^e wanands, memijpning very stehtiy that those indwIualSyhBye ob^rte 
leave tO istfodnce them, as you'lvill p^ceive By home enttracto of l^ettoa which I beg'to 
submit to you. ’ ’ •' ".: ■ ' ■ .. • 

I hope mis will nrova satisfactory to the British Government; but in thrw month* WMwe 
we shall be enabled to Show the copies of the origmal pSnhits, having alr^dy W^it^ jfor 
jtliem by the vessel which sailed last Under these circhmstances, which, adding Jo lay. 
having already chartered two Vessels for the purpose of conveying the Coolies sdready 
chg^ed, I tfuat you will obtain to be fully authorized to grant me the desired ce^ific'ates. 

1 have, &c. 

' (signed) A. F. JDe Colons. 


Pondicherry, 21 May 1638. 


(A true copy.) 

(signed) 


J. M. Seguin, Postmaster. 


(A true copy.) 
(signed) 

(True copies.) 
(sjgned) 


TT. AsIUon, P. 0. in^aige of the 
Special Agent’s Department. 

k 

M. C’lre&j Secr to Government. 


The Gcdonial Secretary at Port Louis. 

Sir, Port St Geoige, 24 July 1838. 

I AM directed by ihe Bight honourable the Governor in Council to transmit, for the iu- 
fbrmation of the Mauritius government, the accompanying returns of labourers exported to 
the Mauritius from this Presidency since the 1st June 1837, the date on which the legisla¬ 
tive enactment, No. 6 of 1837, came into operation, and to state timt, under instiuctions 
from the Supreme Government, the practice of gi-auting permits tp British subjects embark¬ 
ing froA Pondicherry, or other foreign settlements, has been discontinued. 

i I hawe, Ac- 

' (signed) M‘ Clerk, Seo’ to Government. 


Statement of the oBCooKes Exported from 6bclki«,' fror* ist June 1837 

to die 22d June 1838. t 


Number of 
Coolies. 

Date of 
Shipment. 

Name of Vessel. 

V ' 

Destination. 

Remarks; 

24 

i 

6 April 1838 

BarquePorcu- 

pine» 

Mauritius 
- ditto 


10 

m • 

1C - 

• ditto 

- ditto 


8 

m » 

10 - 

- ditto 

- ditto 


fete 

• ^1' 

24 - 

* ditto 

- ditto • 


12 

13 

• - 

28 - 
30 - 

•* ditto 
- ditto - ’ 

- ditto' - 

- -ditto; 

■' '' 

3 

' w <« . 

1 May - 

- ditto 

- ditto 

, ‘ . ei'\ 

14 

tm' ^ ' 

j 3 - 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- - the Porcupine 

13 


1 A - - 

- ditto - 

- ditto 

sailed froip Cochin 

13. 


7- 

- ditto 

- ditto 

on the 24ft» May 

13, . 

S* ■ 

10 ^ , 

- ditto . , - . 

),(• ditto ■ - 

. .1888. 

32 


47, 

■- , ditto. 

■>1 dlitto r 

25 


4'A , 

r ' ,^t|o ,i’, > 

, ditto ., , • 


7 

- ' 

% - . - 

'ditto -• 

t 'ditto ■' - 


7 

• * • 


- ditto, , * 

r .'ditto " 


a 


■22 .-. ■ 

- ditto - 

- difto 


4''‘. 

V’ - 

..24, ■ - 's 

- diftp ■■ 

- ■ 'ditto ;y ■■■■,■,, n , 

i' •. . 

2a7 - 

- Total. 









StATBMBNT' showing tlic Number of Coolies .Exported from Pmdiehiny, from 
1st June 1887 to 24th June 1838. 


Numbeiibf 
’ *Cooli^. 


Name of Vessel. 


bate of 
Shipment. 


Place of Jfctmation. 


- Samuel Brown 

- Euphrasia . - 

- Janet - . - 

- Emma - 

♦ Edward Robinson 

- Earl Girey 

- Thomas Blyth 

- Euphrasia 

- Eliiabeth ^ 

- Maria - jj- 

- Victoria » - 

- Eliza Jane - . 

- George and Mary 

- Janet 

• Herefordshire 

- Edward Robinson 

- Dorothy Gales 

- Emma - 

- Cervantes 

- . British Monardi, 

- Eliza Jane 

* Antoinette - , 

• Gilbert Muiiro ■ ' 

- Ganges - - 

- Ambassador . 

- Union - * ■ 

- Nerbudda 


10 June 1837 ' 
31 July - 
. 1 SepU “ 

8 Oct. - 
15 Ocf. - 
18 Oct. “ 

28 Oct. - 

10 Nov. - 
'a4'Ndy.:' 

ft.bec."'- 

25 Dec- - 

31 Ifec- - 
17'Jan. 1888 

21 Jan T” 

I Feb. - 

37 F?b. - 
14 March - 
. 20 , Match - , 
*8 April - 

11 April -r- 
42 April - 

22 April » ■ 
27 April P" 

18 May 

O'June » '* 
14 Juno 
24 June - ! 


Mauiititts. 


, . ;, (s^ned) 

Markarum, Soutli Arcot, P. Collector’s Circuit Culchery, - 
11 July 1838. 





’ (No. 1,4360 ' " ;. 

? >! Sir, Fort.St. George, 20 August 1888. 

I AM directed by the Bidit Honourable the Ooveyaor in Council to transmit to you, for 
the information of Mauritius Gownin>ettt» the accompanying statement of Coolies 
exported from Cochin for rive Maurhi#, from 1^7th'June to the 23d^July 1838. 

>■>;' i; Ih«Ve,!&C. 

'(«g®«*J) R: Cieth . 

■To,the Colonial ^reta}y,''>‘‘^''’ „ 'Secretfti^toCovAwfoE|.:'’ 

' at Port Louis. ' -' . ■ - ' e' • f:') ■ 

..O' ' 









- }': fimie 183,#:..; 

w:. I -■' :•>. 


,: , -'’ 

S'July, -,, , 

'■0,.,- • -. 



. g i ' ,;, ! a, U\'' 


M,- .* 'LiV-j. 


ita* 

“j.:, :<ii.t#^,.'^.. ,, )t 


-.ditto 

ditto' 

- ditto ' ;< 

:''^: ,di^o ■", 

- ditto 

. - ditto ' 
“ ditto 

- ditto 





'• {‘ 


St/'’ 

.... . '3 l/-' 

-. .ditto,.r 
,-; ditto’."/ - 


,- iilftd..'. 
-'. 'd^tto.,.',. 

V .ditto ‘ 

- ditto 
• ditto 
-ditto 

- ditto 

- ditto 


:■ 


*'■?:' ■ 
^V-S/■:/,)}/ 

, for tlio|Pmri||ut oa 
the SOct July i 838 . 


(signed) D. Whitt, 

■ Acting Joint Magistrate. 


V, To die Cokmial Se<»etary, at Port Louts. 

Sir, Fort St, Geoige, 4 September 1838. 

WtTU reference to toy letter of the 20th ultimo, I am directed by the Right Honourable 
the Governor in Council to transmit to you the accompany tog Return of Indian labourers, 
exported to the Mauritius from the district of Rajabraundry, between the 1st June 1837 and 
the 25th ulUmb. ^ 

fir *“1 have,&c. 

(signed) R. Clerk, 

Secretary to Government. 


Staxisimest of Indian Laboarers who hd^ Embarketl on’lioard Vessels from the District 
of R(0tt1mttndry between the let pf June 1837 and the 25lh August 1838. 


.Datd of ,•«-; 
Embarkation, 

, Vessel. 

j. Name of - 
“ Cbrnmander. 

No. of 
! liabourers. 

Place of 
Destination. 

22d March 1838 

r.-l^rk.Lord Elpliih- 
stone. 

—Captain R.H. D. 
Towle. ’ 1 - 

200 

Mauritius. 

14th May - 

Bark Gan|es - - 

, Captain Burges - 

G 

Ditto. 

ahtii July - 

B|ig Maria , -.'' -,. 

Captain Loulic' - 

100 . 

;.•■ Ditto.' 

20tli Aug. - 

1 - - Bark Ixird Elphin- 
stone.: 

- -Captain R, H. D. 
Towle. 

139 

Ditto. 

:k . " 

' 

Total - - 

, , •ws- 

*441 



* Of this number, Seven were women engaged As Aydlis. 


Zillah Rajahmundry ColJector’s Office, ‘ (Signed) G. Bmith, 

" Cboshada, 3^th August 1838. ' : > Collector. 

--■■^11.. L^^r-T(--Vllrf^T^rra■^s, --r ■ I ^ .j .. ■ -\-l ^ 

" . Cotonlal Secreta.ry’e Office, Port Louis, 

■'Sir,#' .■• 0 '■■■■■'’ '• .■'■' ' Jdauritilis, 6.September 1830. 

1 . I HAVE his Ex^jpency, Lito>tettanV®8p^LSi*’*'^|8to Nipolay’s direction to acknow¬ 
ledge the receipt of #brletter» of the'lSwh^^^Mi^ijl* toid Ath^J last, with theirenejosutos, 
relative to the difficultifiS; which bad; aritoH in i^rmits tor the embatkatioil at 

Pondicherry of native labopto** % island; and to acqusint you that, os the Ooy^- 

ment notice of the ffth. hot intended tp, ^eet tbe iHtrpdudtion nrto ^is 

colony of W^U,lab^toto, ® whom piSwssitoia had beep issued previously to toe 
last year) thirhs^uetions ^ven by the Bight Hbhouia^' too Gdyeritor, ip Lto.oi|c9l. to toe 

■ a f"'; V Y'''' ’ j ■ / .COiIJKStOt 





^io2i^oi' ^m.. “'that*^ , tti9S«r,ar ©litf-fc 

^iBte of''to\jtt^igJ^ii tiMicmte^, or. of his "haTiag"' hW,' ,th«,.'sm8t}!Ak; iix£<$e 

'«. Iheae^Mt of flttft j»juncti<mbas m ma 4 y iMtwi|M;hows 


*'' f' 'I? 


introdu^oB, df. indiiA 


Hie »e 


and iadoBvenienco w'of the luihuu it tW Wit> wd i^ ha^niiglB«]u& 

^ woagst ti^e noti^i labourers per the ship ]S'ad^d^> o4,the |hi|^e PoBdkheny\ 


t ^^mjg'lBo]ute' 


to this island, that y<^t ^as remaiaed in quai^aatW Muoe her 1 
Jiat Cid^thrittid ihe Bitive passengers have not oulyh^ suhjeetec 
of ewhd(gDiteBt duridg that period, on hoard a crowded ship, bnt 


>hli tkulth of this 

. ' _ 'ff »« 


pox in t T 0 ry term amotitgBt the Indian on board that 

4. Ihe case of the passengers per the ship Nerbhddali see ras to demonstrate the necetaity 
of the strictest attention bei^ wd to the iidurictiohs above adverted toj and the »hips 
Gilbert Munro and Edward Robinson, from Ponditherry, witli Indian emigrants, having, 
however, certificates of vaccination, also oii their arrival' here both to be placed in qua¬ 
rantine, under a suspicion, caused by an eruptive disease among tlie Indiana, of the small¬ 
pox being on board these vessels; but they were shorUy after released, the disorder haying 


such emigrations should eontiuue to be sanctioned by the Oovemment of Fort St. George, 
it is not most urgent in the interests of the emigrants that the enactments framed hy the 
Governor General of India for the regulation and general supetiptendence of .^ shipments 
of emigrants at places within the territories subjMt to fhe presjdeney of Fort Willie should 
be made equally and eftectutdly applicable to all emigrations of natives of British India 
from the settlement of Pondicherry, i ^ 

^ , ', ' ' I hwe, &c. . , . 

To tbe Chief Secretary to Government, : „(Mgned) G.F,JDick, 

&c. &c. &c. Sfadras, ‘ , . ■, Cojohlm Secretary. 




The Chief Secretary to Govermnent, Madras, 

Sir, , Colonial Secretary’s Office, 0 Jfoyemher 1838. 

1 . 1 HAVE the honour, by daectiem of hia Excellency tl»e Governor, of Maurilius, to 

transmit to you, for the information, of the Honourable the Govenior in Council of Madras, 
the enclosed copy of a letter to the Chief Secretary to the Bengal Government^ stating the 
ineasum which have been adopted here, pursuit to the deare pf fhe Supreme Govern¬ 
ment, for inquiring into tbe state and con^ifiqn of the Indian-iabdureii Who have emigrated 
to tliis colony. , . , , 

2. His Excellency has directed me to request that yon . wid draiir: the attention <d the 
Honourable the Governor in Council of Madras to the measure proposed in the 4th paraim^ 
for fecilitating a tree intercourse by letter between the Indians in this island their 
families in Bengal, and to submit how desirable; it is that a similar anranacment should te 
adopted at Madras for the exemption from postage of all the letters orthe Indians wIb* 
have emigrated from the territory of the Madras pr^iidency to this islaisd. 

• I have, Ac. .. 

(signed) ^.F,j)ick, 

Colonial Secretary. 


Sir, 


The ^cretary to Government, Fort St. George. . ,• 

, Colonial Secretary’s Gffiee, « December 1838. 


labourers exported to ^is island frtan the mstn^t of K,^^3i!inuna^ between the Ist Jwie 
1837 and tt»e 26th.of Augurt kBt, ,Ihave, by hiS Excellency the Governor’s directions, the 
honour to transmit to you a retnin Indian labourers who have arrived at this pqrt from 
Coringa,. between the 1st the a74IS'^..®dvomber?l,838 .1 

8, Von will observe that Bje ,Indians introdmiw here in 4837 .by.^e Lord^ 
areincludisd in thm retMn, thc 5 li# nftt;ent^d wdteftat^mtxredeii^ffbitt yon;' : > , > 


.A .• 


i-r' 










, ‘-nie'dhief Meaical Officer. ■' 

' MoniaiWetMy’s Office,.18 

red L tlrat property sin^ ^ mortaUty mny 

«pec.i«l and minute mwtigat»on_ai *® to reqaest that you will assemble a, 

to SB, between-tlie let Januwy and 30«» September test. 

Iltere,&c.' - , 

■::.;r'V‘ ^ (gip,ed) , Colonial Secy. 


,i.4r 


- ■ A rsirable Motiwear 6, JF^oft, Seci^taire Cdbnial, &c. &c. &c. 

OuarUer dea Pamplemousses, U Novembre l«^. 

Monsieur, , Jo votre lettre du IScourant, que j w requc 

J'AI I’Mf w J®,iSirSr'®aSJt d’une Bortalitb exeessive qui a eu lieu sur mon 
hier 1». apr^s hurt fSteif«'E Sb'O “U Bujck W 

etablissement dans k cobraftt de cette • nne calamik qui a pes6 de tout sou 

L’expbeation que je d’empi^® gtoiple-. elle a son origine dans le choix 

nauvrea malhwr.«ix, ken t^nsantnt jejq ^ “^’^J^^toe de kto, j’OSWS ' 
'^nt d’humarlitd et de cowtow m’teknt ,d^6ndsi osp&rant qu avec de 

y^ccueillis done et teqns les Indmns ^tocgy^etit^ur mon haktetion, od j ose 

bone wins bt le tnatement xrotraait ^vrenskat dne aante mm 

ie necroyais pasmicore j^ue. , seconrsde lamWcme, dun cqt6, etaient 

inon vif qbagrin, lwe>:«» ‘I"** ^ri^ffTrufde I’autre, tons lessoms te p us 
imouissante sur des corps (mms^s et sans pj^g delicate, deveitatt inutile 

^pouif COnBere®^\.^_.,. .i l. ■ i.>nnis&e 


e puisse 


pour wuBwww^- ", 

jnorts f^s e® debarquant. _ 

Monopinif»^cefe«ar(^uvt,«-»^--^-.^ 

enchanger. % W .,*iJtMnnwk&vifeti<»ide'Wns,ilnV^brwtb^m^. 

l^itat^ , ) ■ ■ U t''y' ' 'e f''' ; 'i.-**,,.* 







eft c(. 

la 




-i( 




f. 


‘ 'U 

I ’•■ ■ h (i 
I. 'I i.'. 

;'.i,!i!f •'< 

.>.'!■ pi-i su 0 

A ! 

■ ■ '•<‘1 . 


t>vv; 


'A 


^.owoicieniBe 


' Les fudiensy soti^igants libottre^i^.e^ 

X837. .N^inf de c«» 3Mfi8ieore«^ 
la police iDouranta il l’b<Sij[^al‘civif <k Ja Gliwde Riviere, le 
ne tardt'-rent jm* i'lttouHri ; J)apjli((, d&rtictif Indieoa de cel 
tion, tint im~ ^ I’Hc^ial clVil'ae la l^nde Rivi&l'e, cd j. 
instent, iliil pnt re^us tous les aoins djigdicaux iinitginabl«», 

N^yeai,! Monsjew, fes Indiens wm la navire KqBO 

wtoent enpi^esi p<^yitfohcd^|>tei sout jnorts partout et en 

ex^i^ivfe. 

Depnie bim d^ awiydiSj^fj'appellR de tous mes I'flew'i, etj -_. 

bien itettc; Cette eatt|)MS!^ par 8<ini ,|5xwltence If Gouifj^euir, «t «[ue'f 

vodi ^ I’htmuew dc'miannoncer. Je ne y!^i'*fK}n pr^ugef soli it fopo rt^ W» 
J’id I'i^tiesUeijiie pr|so&]^i<^ de croite et de trawr iiju^ Mte comiiai^ 

, SOPS giie ipid*il^es *1® spueietles aaibidans, <juiVlM(qbe JaiiiE iR'^|iw^ 

naient at mViteprg^telept un cimetierC et la mort soitatet du tombeau, recoiii&ailJiiijB&ile-,' 
ment pir, t’a^rt de ces hommes qui oat resiste ap^ une ann& de sijoar. i l%^itB|, 
soignes ef rnedicaiaentes eonvenablement quel devait 6^ l'£‘tat dpouvantable de. dcux qui; 
cmt eu le nialljcur de succomber. Oui, Monsieur, je le dis hardiment, et avec te cceur 
, encore plein d’aroertumes, Dieu seid pouvait saqver ces maUleureux hommea; il 6tait hors 
du savoir et/de la puissance humaine de le 

Il y a ddjd et 6gaJeinent bien long^teriips que j’aurms sollicite de son Excellence le 
Gbuvemeiir I’enqudte la plus piinutieuse et, la plus consciencieuse sur mon habitation. 
J’ai trop hautemcnt manifest^ cette ferme intention pour qu’on ne soit pas per«\iad6 que ki 
Je ne I’ai jiai r£*claitee de la bieuveillance, de la Justice, et de I’impaitialitu de I’antorite 
sup£rii‘ure de la colonie, c’est par la simple et unique raison que d£jd. aussi, on parlait 
d’une enqu^te c£'ngrale. J’ai done du attendre patieniment et avec rfoguatioii que mon 
tour arrive j ct j"ai lit eii moi quelque chose qui me ditque lorsqu’eile aura euson execution, 
il me sera permis de demander si en aucun heu un planteur fut plus honor^, plus respecte, 

. et plus aiffic de ses serviteurs, ' ‘ 

._,x^eja j’ai'pour moi deux pr£c6dents qui sont incontestables, et qui militent grandement 
\i.i> faveur de mon etablissement, e'est que pendant tout le long proteetorat q«i a eu lieu, 

I—Him, plawtc ne s’est elevdd centre moi; et .depnis trois anngek que la magistrature 
splirtaffi ,est etablie, pas une plainte non plus s’est fait entendre. II. ne reste done plus que 
repreovf; des ludiens laboureurs attaches d mes habitations, i)s vont i^tre' enteurjus. 
Aviint qufe' _de finir cette longue lettre, dans laquelie j’ai cru devoir d mon caraetdre et a 
nia longue vie d’epreuves, dentrer en quelqucs details,' permettex HioiJ Honour, de yoUa 
doniicr {’assurance que de tous les homraes qui' sont pinrts, d Texception de quatre d cinq, 
])as un sen) n’est sorti de la cour, et n’a £;te employf) ]ha travail ,d’habitation; et.de vous 
taiiv rejnarqiier en fixaiit votre attention sur im poin| ossentiel surtout,' c’est que pas un 
hoinnie n’e#t cnteiTi; sur mon habitation, que tous ipnt port£s au cimetidre des l4mple> 
nxniB.ses; ct que cliaque deeds qui a lieu sur mou habitation, est d'dclard d Monsieur le 
Conimissaire Civil de mon quartior dans les vingt-quatre hetue.s, en, pidsenOe de deux 
tdmoins, et que cc n’est que sur le permis de. ce magistrat qu’on enterr^. 

... J’ai,'&c, , ■ . 

(sijfnd) .■■Merten.:. 


< 'fhe Honourable the Colonial Secretary, ' ' 

Sir, Mediial Department, 14 Hovetnber i83S. ,' 

• I lUVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, tnhma^ig ' 
me that Jus-Excellency the Governor is pleased to direct that a board of medical officers 
shall be;fissembled for .the purpose of inquiring into and reporting upon the extensive mor¬ 
tality that has occurred amongst the Indians employed on the estate of Mr. Mervon, o^f the 
Pahiplemousses district, In order that the directions of his Excellency should be comp|jied 
witli, tbie.'various reports and statements connected with the mortality that has taken place 
amongst the Indians on the property of Mr. Merven should be laid before the board, al((»- 
the report, ofi the medical gmtleman *ho has had the charge of these Indians; it will be 
likewise necessar y that the board should know the sources irmn which they wdl be auffio- 
riired to ooHect information on the various points conneciNi with the inquiry, whether from 
the irroprietor of the estate, or the magistrate, or other responsible persons. ’ 

' rhttvie^'dtc. 

(signed),''' Otiff. Jmat, . a-. 

. - Chief of the Medii}al |iepartaient- 


The Chief Meffical .pfficen, j.,. 

* li 1 HAV^B had the honotir to lay be^e the your rdatlW. 

1q thq medical committee which his Excelkmcy 'iad-'ffirectijd. to■ Ife-Mrf. & 

nnd I am instructed to acquaint you that Mr. Merysn, to whmn btimalitmwas ^ 

'■*'.515.. i, ■ 'intended' 



f K. ; \ « 


'4’-. 


u;-.i 
i>y 
. :-v. 


'i^ the: «o£Wat(^' ; 

<i,i'ij ■ .i. -»* ,ii*»*<i‘;iftfifi'.W>to ifeiijfte^^otf iK6.aaB^cV<w'vAur iiooiiirvi ■ £:■ "" ■' 


e»tat«j>' Which IS ■th^''only!ip'i^i^'»Tt:^:l|iftt.ith^ G6ver«<w^^ .obwn^oa'«w„. ,• 


i‘ ''•./'A'^' .4'^ > ■’■ > •' '''*'f5*'*' jT.""—” ' L ¥TT~'T"'15CK 

, ^ymp 'tiiome it> A ^tis^&ojbrY; ^vfiea -' 


:>if 

i-.f^ ■ 


«tt : 


' — A“- '.__ ' ^ _. 






' .' '■ ' ’,'f'\;si\'‘:'3^JB'fiyvil- GoiBaii8»ary'<^ P 

;;B|r, -V.',;^"' s j-vi:'■;•■'■!','■> ..’’1 :' '■ '• Goioiual. Secretary’a OlSlfie,'.is November, l S38. 

'ij |Hb(^ £hdEsejQi^<^s'i|i<( Got;^^ directed that a committee of medical offieera aitoald 

,be,^4ij|;^itp;ed ^ qfihi^uiring iato add f^;i^rtin«.::upon the caosee of the eatmi- 

. whh^h'nit* die Indiati lal^urera on Mr. Mervea'a estate. 

ia,th#tPwn)^mptu^ i have his Bsceilency’a directiona to .request that y^u will 

attend ft the inquiry to be held bn the estate, and that you will furnish tlie gentlemen of 
thf committee with alibh informatian as you may ho able to afford on the various points 
which m ay cqma within the eco]^ of their inquity. 

«■'■'. ,_.;•>.' ',■',. i have, &Ci 

(signed) G. JF. X>tck, Colonial Secrataryr^' 




Sir, ■ 


... 

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary. ' ■ 

Medical Department, 16 November 1838. 


In acknowl^giu^ the receipt of yoaV letter of tile 15th instant, and its enclosure, from 
Mr. Merven, I have the honour tq-istate tliat a written report should be made out by the 


Indians on Mr. Merven’s estate during the 
ngst them, for the infoi'matioh of the 'meiiical 


medical gentieman who had c, 
period that the great mortality prevaitei 
committee. 

The name of the medical attendant is dot stated in any of tiie letters which have reached 
me, otherwise I should have communicated directly with him. 


-4r '.. ■!': 


I have, &c. 

(signed) " Griff. J'onee, 

Chief of the Medical Department. 


. Mr. Merven. 

gir^ • Colonial Secretary’s Office, 16 November 1838^ 

Thb chief medical officer having represented the necessity of his being fhmiahed, for 
the information of the medical committee who have been appmnted to mquh® into the 
causes of the extensive mortality which has , occurred among the Indians 0*1 your estate, 
with a written report mode out by .the medifnd gentleman who had charge of the: Indians 
on your property at the period when tiie great i^rtality prevailed atoong^ til^, I have 
tiwiteforc the honour to request tha^ you wifi caU upon, the tneihea} officer m chs^^ of'the 
Indians on your estate at the period alludi^ to, to prraare. and transHut at his earliest 
convenience, the report called mr by the chief medical omceri 


I have/, (fee. > 
(Signed) Q. F. i>icA, Cphihial ^wttary. 


•v^ 


. A rHonorable G. JP. 4[?icA> Sea«teire Colonial; 





mtm 

tout le cottfs 
'quity a eu liea. 
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iblissemefit, Bi’ sai-l* 

1 *' ■ V •.» j' f ; • •.^r ^ . 


I*^t dSiwS :■' 


;.‘’.,:;'ra^'6t|^^'ra 


dc pnt mioitc^ .H^g tes |^i 
" ^taient eouverts, fte ^ lU! 


'‘^)^‘;i^''!fo^1e8'-genie^\lf'W n^^fcre’ avaieiit':i5a\,’ „ 

.;' 'iiljA: pendant k'..iftc)!#in' dttf&": ''tf» ieur ttavers^ie!, .»}»"■ ■ 

s^tkorkV J»eret:««c^A I’hSpital deJaOrande Rivifetei's 
ddjbarqwnwt. (Dependant ancutffedpid^ic n*a 6t6^obter'; 
et sa ndvigaika^n'n <&t6 marqtt&i par ancun ac<;ident. 

4. En dfe ces circonstaiiqies. ,(s;,2) q«i jn’ont fin, < 
j’atirais .fnrtepiHit ccmseillC* j\ Mr. Merveu <le iie pas les . 
prescm de les soigner an, pins, vite^ Je pr^voyais des resi ’ 
dant j’awue qn’ils ont 6t4 encore pire que je ne prevoyais 
avail 6t6 excessiveraent fefentc^'et j'attribnais trop ii net' 

■ 6. II en aitrait conimnnoraent cinq il six par jour h I 

' Jflerven, cenxqui en sortaiedt gu^ris pechutafent trfes sou/ 

•nous %vo»B en nn inonvetnent de (id 4 @0 staladcs’B ia fens 
d’entr’enx, on woentplna graveinant malades, la totati 

fiiiblesse exceskve; et qun aspect hideiix. ^ , 

«. Presque toils ceujc qui sont morts.ont succorob^ a laphtysie pwfaiaOineire on qii eppta 
de ventre, ou 4 ces deux maladies r^unieS; tissez sonvent d'autjfes mliux' venaiedt encore 
(^pliquer ceux li; atnsi lo mltmo hormne a eu on mdiue temps avant de monrirj le corps 
k^<!o)iveii ,dc dartres, la dyssenterie, la phtysie puUaonaire, des abc^, les yenx petdus par 
Vd’ophtSalmie virulente, et enfin la gangrJine qui a toutfini. -■ , : ! 

"'■Nj/&icj (.'omraent I’aflection que j'ai vagnement d6»ignfe par le mot coim de vmkre.sft 
compomit; apr^s avoir vu long, temps le pouls frequent et jastit, la pe^u s^hd, ini gs^aude-' 
laiblesse de t^te, des douleurs et des tburmiUeBients dans les jainbes et les pieds, Une smf, 
inextinguible, im amaigrissement croissant, avec 4tat stationnajro ou brasque aimiuBtibn den 
dartres, il sc diedarait «ti conrs dcTfcntre abondant, Jann&lre, oxcessivti^^t ffefidpi, acdoar- 

idjne necidke; 


pagiie ou non dc teinte sanglante et de muscosib^s j il se prolongeait 

avant d’occasionner lamort, oeaucoup n’ont suecombfe-quii.la.4>eco»jd.et. 

il en cst qui eu ont eu jusqu’a ciuquidnte; souveut ceux cboz iesquels on ^sslssint d anrdter 
k coui-s dc ventre, continuaient d avoir une fidvre iente, l'’afiaiblissement g^ite^;!.et ,{eVnBt' 
rasme n’en continuaieat pas moins leurs progrds. ,(f , . ; ; •■ , ’ , 

8, Dans le dernier mens peu bntsuecomi^ au cours de ventre, mnin<pre.sque tops d ,la ' 
phtysie pulmonaire; e’estee qui a rendu les raortaUtds si nombreusos ett Aofit etSeptemljire. 
Tous ces hommes etaient malades depuis leur arrivtk. ■ >; 

S. Une viiigtaine ont eu des ophtalmies giaves; des uledrations a la eornfo; des abeds d 
k eonree; ,chez plusieure Uophtalmie a commened par le centre du globe; I’oBil alors s’est 
rempli de pus iuterieuremesnt en trois ou quatre jours; je ii’ai pas oesbm do dire que ces , / 
demiers sont devenns aveugles, mais ils ont succombd plus taid a k .phtysie pulmonanepu 
an coure de ventre. 

10 . Plusieurs, outre les maux ci-dessus mentionnes, avaient la k|We; tons cwix-ld soat 
moats; (Je ferai retnarqner d oette ocoasiem qu’oii revolt assez souvent des Indiens kpteux 
d Maurice.’) ■ 

; 11. A pen prds toud ces liidkns dtaient galcux.^ ; ■ 

, 12. 1^ sywilis constitutionaelie a complique I’etat de k iriajeure partie.de mes inaladpiv 
; Id: J’di pari^ dbs dartres soit syphiilstiques, soit de toute autie nature qui eoavtolent 
irune partk da'corps de tons CCS hommes. i ; ’ 

, l4. cltose tpmarquabie qui laissait voir foute I'btendue du ddkbrement de k consti¬ 

tution le cik rr^teureux Indians, c’btait Taspect que prenaient leurs pkies les plus simples; 

. ; elks doanafeiit nne suppuratka preSque interminable, ou rodme Etaient: fi«pp& d’nne gan- 
'grdne^dont riea nkrtdtBit les progrds; plusieurs en sont inorts. J’ai vuchez un lkinme qui 
' ayait |iris deux'grains de cajeandas et huit de rhubarbe par jour pet^nt tTpis jouia, k .sali- 
vBfiiw survenir et te terminer par la gangrdne des gencives et des jqiues. " 

16. tk autre fait remartiuable aur le inCme point do vue, o’est. k sadiv-ation que determi-, 
naient Iqpks souveut les pv^pamtbns mercunelles dux^qs,pxAites doses. Je m’assurais 
- dyant deldsttdminjstrerquUn’yavaitpasdescorbut, \ 

IS, .Un,. iM 3 al des malades appdrtehant d k catbgork qui m’occup6 a suc0omb6 dime 

n'ekit une pteuro-jjr^onie. Tons tea qatres qui ont p6ri, out <(to|teojnbe; ' 

■ :'4}aiii')^:'kiiundkeddds-kaift<|ies,'ehitoiijq‘uesi ' ■' ■'■'"'■"i' ‘ ' 

. 'tli-r^evais'datoaik^'tths,'partiedfia''g«tire8, dq, k^dkakpn 
^pd'-pknke'sw ■'■ Pour les.maMtes 

, 'ymuBybdimi('m^ilikS6sk,;'tetj<>n8' alcalivcs.cstsajrpttneufidSi^-itjiSians-iet'fiott^^icle j^dlcas'de^pa- 
'•Jv'Jfiwk ;i fi&oas avec’lKMmnadeS de snl'ftires de efettMCrde'pqtaSjte, eotfk-icjnribaii 

''lufi^suljltdfw?®; goudi^imde'tissne8‘.()^urativc8'd:une^,fi^.depl»nte;/'p®|ja*,, ’ 
?'p 2'*■ •^'’V' v;^:■Cpiriqtt^'/■ 

-a) '■ -r .1 » I'i . \ i 






















